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CBS FORMING MEXICAN WEB 





Gert Lawrence Expects to Do a Play 
For C. B. Cochran in London Next June 


+ 





London, Nov. 20 Ramirez’s ‘Cloob’ Date 


Editor, VARIETY: 


My first intimation that my letter : aod ; 
to you about yeorge  Black’s | _ When Carlos Ramirez, Argen- 
ihane hak teen wetted Was ol tine tenor, was booked into La 
—— er eg Be : Martinique, N. Y., he apologized 


charming 10-page letter with photos | 


to owner Dario that a prior one- 


from dear Gertrude Lawrence, Eng- night booking would interrupt 
land’s most glamorous legitimate ris stay at the nitery. ‘It’s a 
star. If there were more like her cloob date,’ as you Americans 
what a job a producer’s life would call it. 

be. She has ‘pull’ too that girl; she's ‘Cloob’ date is the Philadelphia 
fixed the finishing date of the War Opera company, with which 
because she says she is coming home Ramirez will sing the lead to- 
in June and is going to play for me. morrow night (Thursday) in 


As a matter of fact, I believe she 
is right. I have a hunch that London 
theatres will be booming next June | 
and I am working on three produc- | 
tions for the spring with as much | 
enthusiasm and optimism as I've | 
ever had when preparing for a new 
autumn season. They are an ope- 
retta, a modern comedy, and a grand 





‘Lucia di Lammermoor.’ 








LOOKS McCOY 


THAT FLA. BOOM 


7% 
> 


UFFERS PACT 
OR GEPT., 1a 


Herbert V. Akerberg Now 
In Mexico Doing Prelim- 
inary Organizational Work | 


—W ould Provide 50 Hours 


Commercial, It 


50% 


GUATEMALA, TOO? 


Mexico City, Dec. 10. 
The Columbia Broadcasting 


tem of the United States has offered 





variouS Mexican radio stations a 
| five- -year contract starting Sept. 1, 
1941, and a number are reported to 


have already signed up. Herbert V. 


of Programs Weekly—lIf | 
Collects | 





”s 
. 


Metro’s 3 Music Firms Stay ASCAP: 
Offset to Marks ‘Breakaway to BMI 








Loew’s, Inc.-Metro’s decision to re- 
new their Robbins, Feist and Mil- 
ler Music catalogs with the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 


Typed 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 


| 
| 
| 





| 


| 
| 


Gon, | 
wys- | 


For years Tommy Jackson 
played fiatfoot roles on the 
Broadway stage and in pictures. 

Now he is a real copper, in- 
vestigating crime for Los An- 
geles’ new district attorney. 


CHAPLIN WILL 
BEARD NAZIS 
IN BRAZIL 


and Publishers may prove the salva- 
tion of ASCAP. This, despite the 
serious setback to the Society 
through Edward B. Marks Music 
Corp.’s $1,250,000 five-year deal just 
consummated with Broadcast Music, 
Inc., as was exclusively keynoted in 
last week’s VaRIETy. (Details of the 
Marks-broadcasters deal in the 
Music section), 

It’s no Tin Pan Alley secret that 








disaffection by the Loew-Metro 
group of music firms could well 


prove the undoing of the 26-year- 
old American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, and it’s for 
that reason that the decision to re- 
new with ASCAP takes on extra 
values. 

Special consideration is reported to 














revival of a classic, . gets eet Ses 
a OF f a | | | Akerberg, CBS stations relations -—— have been given Loew-Metro by the 
Remarkable thing—I've got a good | vice president, is in this country at Society to keep the Robbins, Feist 
musical show book, | | present, coming in from Guatemala Charlie Chaplin is going to Brazil alt Silter eatahoes li (cae “Th : 
* . ’ . ’ . . Pe an t p » < ‘ 5 ’ . ‘ 
Aussi (that’s French) I have writ- | | and Nicaragua, where he also nego- and other pro-Nazi countries in 1id to hinge on t Poect t h: " 
1d Nicar: . g . . | Sai | 4uoew's vast ch: 
ten one myself—based on the life of | | tiated with radio stations on behalf South America where he feels his ~~ — go Perry Tiger nag 
gl , : = . The Dictator’ ie getti seec. | Of theatres and its affiliated cine- 
Marie Lloyd. of the American network He has; The Dictator is getting unneces natic production interest Detail 
The interesting thing about writ- | — been accompanied in his calls upon sary political pressuring from Fas- of thi ire ber loud d. I t it’ a 
| ¢ ‘ 4 ore cra “ ee ) his are “10 > 3; con- 
(Continued on page 23) Miami, Dec. 10 broadcasters here by a Mexican who C}Stic groups. rhe idea is ‘to beard “C yntinued re os | a2) hs 
- . | Barri ati gee ed th St it (Continued on page 37) the lion in his den,’ so to speak, says = Po 
i a greg ws Se — sale the comedian, who has been having - 
4 a . an ne YT) ] ¢ ‘A aT - , a4 7 ‘ 
Shi t ( J K | of — a par i a a jolly moments around Manhattan 
ticularly, wi his year hi 1 sea- pee ++ few weeks and is slated Ad P h P| 
Ips a 5, 0 son cy sonal jackpot eclipsing even the most Dance Band Com osed for the past few weeks an ats ve roc ure an 
’ se e SONAL Je k , Kot rs Wh i Dp for a Palm Beach stopover later this 
9 > anwvanca Tho > . e 
Ice Shows Big Profits: optimistic advance ba lyh Oo. ile | ‘ month, prior to the South American To R : F d F 
, every December south Florida sud- Of Composers; Switch trek aise un $ or 
° ° denly discovers it’s about to expe- - ’ : : ee ‘ e ; 
pit de in aan gg cl Race Rl Pe ae i think 1 con de more bere in| =| Fee eee ae 
; le ‘a he gees seas H > 2 . e , ‘ ° i : in’s g y 
this. year it’ looks like the Mc-| Om Songwriters’ Acts America tor England,’ is Chaplin's 
(C sorties 1 on page 25) ” answer also to reports he might go 
esaae ° P ( inue¢ Oo abe ds i ae 
Profit possibilities of ice rink re- Rents cae (Continued on page 54) Financing of the film version of 
vues is indicated by the ‘Ice Fol- i .' brand new idea in bands, with —_———— ee The American Way’—if present ef- 
lies,” which concludes a_ nine-day every instrumentalist a hit song- | forts are successful—will be the aah 
date at Madison Square Garden. New PLUG BMI T NE F writer, is in reheal sal in New Y rk JOAN CRAWFORD MAY unusual of any picture in the his- 
York tonight (11). Reported that and starts touring Friday (13) under tory of the industry. Large natior al 
' ; {ory o ) ye sarge z lg 
Edwin H. and Roy Shipstad and PIX T0 GET ON AIR the tag of Hits, In First date is at the corporations are being offered ad- 
Oscar F. Johnson, who operate and Astor, Re ading, P ., for two days ‘rtising in a patrivtic bor klet woven 
appear in the show, split up $500,000 with succeeding engagements still in 1round the picture, the coin they pay 
last season Holly wood, Dex 10 the tentative ta l ler Jot ny ' 7 heine = ys ’ "the c 
; : Ta , , esa aucill Tate . 1c peing credited as tne 
wee cxnected @ - Cand N rk execs and Harry Engel, | O’Connot mana Virti Joan Crawford is a possibility fo sank Meceieahmeineds aon ae de 
aS xpecte lat the rALQGCT ( ist ep of Broadcast Mus a ll are ASCAP ; B iv this season Understood ae cin 1 er 
Opposition would materi affect ‘It — ; seat wig nae: 1 . ; nr -d liking ‘Theatre H M. Goetz, wh vith Max 
. are making e studio rounds to sell Al Lew ind | Stock 10 «6she expressed liking heati . sii) lie ‘ 
Happens on Tee” (Cents 9g nig ty step ; . Go owns screen rights and has 
; - ‘ ' P the front office: Oo! the advantages collaborated on ‘B! ieberry H wnd hv somerset Maugham, which Guy thr igt RKO ; 
zatter’s takings rere _ slightly | -, peers AP as . sai eS » release throug} , is Yraisit 
last week t t ! oe onto of incorporati it least one BMI! Al Hoffman, w vrot Fit As aj; Bolton dramatizing. John Golden F H 7 } ‘ 1 ) we 
st eek, but this may be accounted A att i Sess At ‘ 2 . <cgtee ot ; ; ee money e nad considera 2 
for by tl oe os Serre tine in Shale Gite al First to | Fiddle ii ‘I Saw Star among | has tl tage rights, and while Mi obt ’ t = 
fi »v the seasonal dip after Thanl =e — ' icce in obtaining subscription 
re > ea F aan arte! Thank fall ir ne RKO hich will use othe al edi 1 with lea of ( awford is committed for a Metro e the as ‘ a r 
fiving. eporte: ‘Follies’ dre ayes : ‘ + a > O he nations larges 
15 ; 7 — that ‘Folli¢ drew BMI's ‘Hang Out the Moor 1s the | the band a I arrying through pl ire soon, stage production might t still need t F 
oo % SS ing its +r ” ~—— P Divi 5 Gis Ul 1) A I) tn < yu stil] 1ee more , un To 
i / x 1u ring 1 first six day ; al title song of a picture All three are in the orchestra. Lev | held back if the Coast tar i . , : e : »uU eI 
the Cheedon. but longer date is a cinch t song a pict ane ii se thee toffm, iatoG Reape ieee write the cost He figures that in- 
{ It is patent to the studios that at strictly singing, while Hoffman will} available some time during the win- nidinw « er PA eae \ 
to show a goodly profit and has been jpg decre ‘ Kee Bids iuding production, advertising, pub- 
, : ; ; ya least one BMI ditty on the networks | Play a sax and Stock will be at a_ ter. : licity and st of 
accorded liberal attention in the lug | piano , , icity and cost of getting out. the 
¢ ‘ "1 . “Ac > irec « J. Ls ‘a ( 
sports sections of the N. Y. dailies at least assures them a direct plug |! Other Ee ae Laure] and Hardy are mentioned ad Sesha he’ll need about $1.200,.000. 
Outfit is ; soe bpy mentioning title of the picture 1e! composer-musicians are) for the ‘Follies,’ which J. J. Shubert sonal oe 
- u “ is something of a family from which the song is taken. (Continued on page 23) ' plans to present. 
air, Roy Shipstad being married Y 
@ Sle ar! } TS 
to Bess Brhar@dt, whhle Belo See — Concert Names Bull 
Chandler is w es 
S wed to > 
to Bruce Mapes, Market on the Radio 


who skates with her. Girls are the 
femme stars of ‘Follies’. 





Chaney Emulates Dad 


en in show business just now is t 
its full coverage of this vital, cc 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Lon Chaney, Jr., follows his fath- 


the following: 
er’s footsteps for the first time in his ' 


sided issue, this week covers, amo 


Covermg ASCAP vs. Radio 


Hottest controversy—and hence the hottest story— —May force court test to determine lawful copy- 


salaries of concert names 
have taken a tilt the past few weeks 
because of the circumstance that 
tl are four weekly commercial 


Radio 


iere 


he fight between right ownership (page 29). programs bidding for their services. 
espe Ai eiaezi iting —The expected boom in phonograph records if Three of these programs happen to 
omplicated, many- ASCAP music is withdrawn from radio (page 3). fall the same day (Sunday) and on 


yng other aspects, 


—The part NBC’s Music Division plays in the legal 
defense and organizational morale side of ASCAP 


the same network (CBS). It’s the 
first season since 1937 that this com- 
petitive situation has prevailed. 





Screen career, wearing gruesome | —An ‘If’ Audit— Original with Variety — which fiight (page 30). Sunday shows which use guest 
makeup in ‘Mysterious Dr. R.’ at estimates what proposed ASCAP terms would have —Metro’s music firms agree to renew with ASCAP concert names are nee.Cole Lib 
Univers meant, income-wise, if applied to 1939 and 1940 page 1) snsdineaiiniies ie aEat, : 
; ersal. cma eG » WY apr (page ] »ey-Owens-Ford and Ford Motor Co. 
Young Chaney plays the victim of Pra ne ster La Roche of Young & Rubicam com Fourth commercial is Westinghouse 
a mad phy in —The sale of E. B. M Catalog to BMI (page 41 m ASCAI Je 29). yn NBC-red Thursday nights 
’ 











. 


2 MISCELLANY 


VARIETY 


Ae. at ee 


nm 
oe arte, ie 


Wednesday, December 11, 1910 





Toscanini Relations Further 
Strained By Rehearsal ‘Incident 


Relations between NBC and Ar- 
duro Toscanini, already somewhat 
strained, were complicated by an 
other ‘incident’ last week. Because 


the conductor continued one of his 
rehearsals an hour beyona 
schedule, it delayed a rehearsal ot 
the Raymond Paige ‘Mu: ical Ameri- 
cana’ program, involving payment of 
a half-hour overtime to 61 music': 


neariv 


Understood NBC is makir ar 
amount for Westinghouse. * " 
Situation occurred w Toscanimi 


continued his rehearsal beyond 4 p.m. 
Thursday (5), the time set for Rh, 
mond Paige to take over stuc 8-H 
for final rehearsals for ‘Amer 

that night. Fact that Rosewary Lane 


guesting on the show, was also 
doubling from the stage of the 
Paramount, N. Y., caused further 


complications, as her rehearsals had 
to be fitted in with her theatre sched- 
ule. Two weeks ago the ‘Americana’ 
broadcast, regularly heard from 8-H 
had to be moved to the Ritz theatre, 
N. Y., to accommodate Toscanini 

Conductor has recently been re- 
ported miffed at NBC for various 
reasons, one of the most important 
being that musicians have left his re- 
hearsals before he was ready to dis- 
miss them, so they could fill engage- 
ments on other programs. 


GRACIE FIELDS’ $3,600: 
SALT LAKE WAR RELIEF 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 10. 
At a benefit performance in aid 
of the 
Gracie Fields made her American 
debut before a Salt Lake audience 





in the Mormon tabernacle Wednes- 
day (4). She realized $3,600 at 50c. 
to $1.50. 


Incidentally, when a newly-formed 
local committee was approached 
with the offer of Gracie Fields’ tal- 
ent, gratis, they were reluctant to 
enter into the arrangements, not be- 
cause of the magnitude of the job 
of filling the half-acre Tabernacle, 
but because they were totally un- 
aware of who Gracie Fields might 
be. 

Although Miss Fields had been 
warned that Americans might not 
react to her type of humor, the Salt 
Lake reception left little doubt. To 
date only one other benefit perform- 
ance is scheduled and that is in Santa 
Barbara on Dec. 10. 

Her plans are to continue these 
benefit performances for war relie 
until the end of the year. 


Raymond Massey Plants 
‘One Foot’ in Hollywood 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Star spot in ‘One Foot in Heaven’ 
at Warners goes to Raymond Mas- 
sey, currently in New York, where 
he has been conferring with Hartzell! 
Spence, author of the book. 

Tale, dealing with Spence’s father, 
a Methodist minister, is slated for a 
February start. 


Miami Police Chief Mourns 
Axing Artistic Dice Tab!‘es 


Miami, Dec. 10 
Police Chief.H. Leslie 





tre number olf Lice 
i y » ¢ al « iY re € t 
) Bal on grou it 
] local administrati 
‘ to City Attorney 
['wyman, Chief Qu S repo} 
have asked if he couldn't ju 
stroy the gaming portion of t 
equipment and save the ornate table 
legs and bases, which he contends 
are fine examples of art. Pointed 
out that the conference table in h 


on office 
reception 
swank roulette 
here. 


and in 


room 


safety director's 
graced 


dice pal 


once 
and 


some 


lors 


Marxes’ Dept. Store’ 


Heliywood, Dec. 10. 
Marx Bros. are not splitting up 
just yet, following call from Metro 


for another picture to start in Feb- 


British War Relief Fund, | 





Headline Pic 





Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Shooting of ‘Uncensored’ on 


the 20th-Fox lot is keeping step 
with the shooting of the various 
European fronts. 

From the invasion of Norway, 
the scripters moved to the evae- 
uation of Dunkiri:, and are now 
writing juences on the ection 
ae 
the high seas, mean- 
tching the headlines for 


in Gieece alregee< 
tacks on 


while wv 
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Ezra Stone, Father 


Yokel to Drop Charges 
To Protect Boy’s Career 


Charges filed with Eauity against 
Ezra Stone; playing the lead in 
‘Horse Fever,’ Mansfield, N. Y., by 
Alex Yokel, who produced the com- 
edy, were due to be heard next 
Tuesday (17), but were withdrawn 
by the manager. Young actor, who 
attracted attention in ‘What a Life’ 
and in radio (‘The Aldrich Family’), 
Taskéad “Yokel to reconsider, and 
|Stone’s father also importuned the 
showman to call off the action with 
Equity, as the airing of the back- 
stage differences might affect the 22- 
year-old’s future, particularly 
radio. 

Last week Yoke] went back to talk 
young Stone, but turned 

(Continued on page 25) 


B’way Hits in Yiddish 
For N.Y.’s East Side 


in 


to 


Formation of a Yiddish-American 
theatre group has been proposed by 
Herman Yablokoff and Robert H. 
Harris, who are readying ‘Men in 
White,’ which will be performed in 
Yiddish at the Second Avenue the- 


|\the yarn traces the career © ‘a 


| Vaude Cavalcade Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 
Vaudeville will be cavalcade: 


Metro’s ‘The Big Time,’ to be } 
duced by 4 


‘Sur Freed from Ho a 
Emmett Rogers’ script. A 

Much of the 
around the old 


Palace the: 6 and 


. 


of hoofers from a whist'e stop 


Broadway. 


| 


OSCAR STRAITS 


ne BM: FLOWs! > 


away | 


atre this month. Cast consists of | 
players known in the lower East 
Side and some from uptown, it is 


stated, the latter being schooled in 
Yiddish. Claimed that ‘Men’ is the 
first Pulitzer prize winner to 
translated into that language. 
Under a working agreement be- 


tween Equity and the Hebrew Actors | 


union, players may appear without 
dues obligation for one engagement 
when going from one jurisdiction to 
another. Thereafter, if a member of 
the Yiddish union remains in plays 
presented in English, dues are pay- 
able to Equity, but there is no ini- 
tiation requirement. Same rules ap- 
ply if a Broadway player switches 
to the Yiddish which 
occurs. 


stage, rarely 


Yanks Unafraid 


London, Nov. 26 

Story going around, relative to 
Americans stranded in Eire (Ire- 
_ land) through Hitler’s refusal of safe 
passage to a Yank ship, cannot apply 
to show biz crowd who, although 
booked, continue to operate on this 
side. 

Peter Bernard, Bebe Daniels and 
Lyon, Teddy Brown, Clifford 
ind Marion, Eddi (and 
Kimberly and Page, etc., are 
those who're staying. 


among 


be 


Sidney M. Kaye, v.p. and general 

nsel of BMI, greeted Oscar 
advent to America with floral 

i hotel: also a brochure 
Ltor. 

All of 
that European 
wise, is a free 
a member of SA 

which in turn is an 


Sign 


up 
sther- 





agent, 


society, 
affiliate. 


Straus is the Viennese composer 





+ dE LE-ING POIN 
ide BERLE- NT 
7 By Milton Berle 
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action is aled 








Hollywood. Dec 10. 
e holiday spirit is in the air. Central casting had several calls from 
Salvation Army for Santa Claus types. 
iave already invited Jack Benny to my house for Christmas dinner in 
iprocation for Thanksgiving at his house. This time I'll make a small 
fit 
Asked Groucho Marx if he reads my column. He said ‘No, my doctor 
on't allew it” (Think I'll join his family and let them call me Floppo.) 
In keeping with the holiday spirit, Bing Crosby has applied for a parade 
vermit. He's going to take his family Christmas shopping. 


My brother (the lazy one, who hasn't shaved all year) finally cut his 


beard because he was afraid somebody was going to draft him for Santa 
Claus 


columnists in the country. 


Last week an editor here conducted a straw vote to pick the 10 best 
I was No. 3,403. 
They call California the promised land—and I've got a pocketful of 


I. O. U.’s to prove Xi. 


Brozdway Dept. (by carrier pigeon) 


The Ballet Russe is now at the theatre next door to Lindy’s. When the 


Lindy loafers say, ‘She's not a bad looking filly,’ you don’t know whether 
they're looking at a scratch sheet or a ballerina. 


Ethel Barrymore and ‘The Corn Is Green’ are big hits, and the next 


time I play Loew's State I'm going to bill myself as ‘The Corn Is Ripe’, 


‘Quiet, Please’ folded with a loss of $65,000 because the public took the 


title seriously and didn’t want to even make noise buying tickets. 


t 


mas chopping early? 


ant wanted to have him melted down 


who became a French citizen only | 
two years ago and _ still proudly 
wears the ribbon of the Legion of 
Honor, reluctantly observes now, on 
his fifth return to America, that 
‘perhaps I made the same mistake 
four times in the past, that is, I 
left the United States.’ With his 


wife, Clara, the more-than-70-year- 
(Continued on page 53) 


Lloyd Back to Acting 
in Own ‘Favorite Spy’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Harold Lloyd returns to acting in 
the W. Coates Webster story, ‘My 
Favorite Spy,’ which he will produce 


| ball separately in cellophane. 


] 


give you 12 months to pay. 


ducer’s house and he wouldn't open a bottle of champagne 


Understand there's a shortage of chorus girls in New York. 

at's Tommy Manville going to do for a secretary? 

on a time you were in New York’s smart set if you were in the 
Now you're fashionable only if you’ve been barred from 


That’s awful 


Hollyweodiana 
Some of my Scenes jj>“Wal!, Dark and Handsome’ are already on 
he cutting room floor, Coy)/ it ¥e 4st the film editor is doing his Christ- 










A local quickie producer had so much s teeth that his account- 


yany’s budget. 
Mbey wrap each 


tn 
The Brown Derby is going ritzy. If you 


Everything is on a large scale in the movie colony. at a pro- 


“the klieg 
ights had been turned on, 
Lunched at Ciro’s last week. Food is so expensive there that they should 
You get six months if you don't. 

At the Pirate’s Den, Bob Taylor tells me that a friend of his went crazy. 


The friend looked for a parking space on Hollywood Blvd.—and found it, 


t 


\ 


independently, starting late in Feb- t 
ruary. RKO is the most likely re- 
leasing outlet, although no definite 
deal has been made. | 
Currently Lloyd is winding up 
production on his RKO release, ‘A t 


Girl. a Guy and a Gob,’ slated to be 
completed this week. 


DIPLOMATIC DEFERENCE 


Mex. Gov’t Nixes Dance Spoofing 
Religion as Geture to Wallace 
Mexico City, Dec. 10. 


In deference to their guests. a 
number from the special dance pro- 
gram the government presented for 
Henry A. Wallace, U. S. 


dent-elect, 


and the delegates of 20 
other American countries to the 
presidential inauguration -.was made 
with the deletion of ‘La Cornela.’ 
Action was taken because this dance 
spoofs religion, particularly Roman 
| Catholicism. 

The government failed in its ef- 
forts to induce the authors of the 
dance, Aurora Waldeen and Seki 
Sano, the Korean dancer. to elimi- 
nate the anti-religiousism So the 


ban was slapped on the entire dance. 


20TH TESTS HEASLEY BROS. 


Heasley Twins, skaters in the ice 


show at the Hotel St. Regis, N. Y., 


were screentested last week by 
20th-Fox. Talent spadesman Joe 
Pincus directed the camera work. 
Pair of 22-year-old brothers may 
be used in next Sonja Henie film, 
slated f shooting around Febru- 


March. 


“6 N.Y, Par in $4,000 Adjustment to Get 


Tommy Dorsey Week Ahead of Time 


t will cost the Paramount theatre, 


NY 


New York, an extra $4,000-$5,000 to 
bring in Tommy Dorsey’s band next 
Wednesday (18), one week ahead of 


the opening it had scheduled. Out- 
fit was originally down for a Xmas 


Day start coupled to the Fred Allen- 


Jack Benny film, ‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor.’ In moving the entire bill from 
the 25th to the 18th opening the 


house ran into complications set up 
by prior bookings on the band. 


ruary. Studio optioned the tria af- a , ys 
on: is d th if Extra tap represents cash adjust- 
ter favorable renorts on their ‘Go ents the theatre is mal Sen \ 
a . : ment tne tne@att iS Making to sev- 
West,’ directed by Eddie Buzzell and <n 
j ; eg - Buzz 7 es" eral one-night operators for releases 
sener: ‘lease this week Bi . 
m general re € Week. from ates which were to be played 
Chuck Reisner directs the ext ing that week; plane fare out and 
film, ‘Department Store’ k to Detroit where Dorsey will 
vt She we * ~ 


play a private party which couldn’t 
be cancelled; and the price of the 
Charlie 
place Dorsey for one night at the 
Par. 

*, for 
booked for 


cut of New 


a Mrs 
Dec. 23 





A. E. Sheldon, is 
23. Dorsey will fly 
York the afternoon of 
23d, play the hop and be back 
New York at the theatre the next 
day. 

Dorsey is currently on the Coast 
where he finishes a stretch at the 
Palladium Ballroom, Los Angeles, to- 
day (Wed.). He plays a one-nighter 





~ 


in San Diego tomorrow (12) and 
flies his band into New York the 
llowl day (Friday). 
he " 5 —— 
rs : 5 ~ 


I met the strangest girl the other day. 
o stay out of pictures. 
Asked Rudy Vallee where he got such good musicians. 
valked into a poolroom—and there they were.’ 
Radio Dept. 
Bob Hope had a very funny script last Tuesday. 


She actually came to Hollywood 


Vallee said, ‘I 


Remind me to show it 


o you some time 
A certain radio comic out here has been spending his money like water 
—now he’s trying to float a loan. 
Hangnail Descriptions 
Gene Krupa: The Man Who Came to Din, Walter Wincheli: For Whom 
he Belles Told. Vic Mature: Too Many Girls. Charlotte Greenwood: 


Empire State Building with legs. 


John Barrymore: The Voice of Experi- 


ence, 


t 


Observation Dept. 


A certain film supervisor used to be a two-letter man at college, but by 
his time he’s learned the rest of the alphabet. 
Everybody here is so movie-conscious that even the dummies in store 


windows wear makeup. 


So many of my relatives living with me I had to build a balcony in my 


dining room. 


C 


right out 


vice-presi- | 


ly 


i 


;e 


January. 


Barnet band, which will re- | 


Eavesdropped a 
lers—lI 
EFavesdropped 


~ 


The Tropics: ‘He has a wonderful head on his shoul- 
whose it is?’ 

at The 
of stock.’ 


wonder 


3and-Box: ‘She’s not made to order—he took her 


Met an actor out here who's so swanky he has an unlisted draft number. 
Whatever Became of———? 


Ruth Budd Mosconi Bros. 
Senna & Dean Dancing McDonalds 
Shireen 


Shapiro & O'Malley 


Afterpiece 
Hollywood motto: It’s better t¢ 


to give than receive, but where's the profit? 


Col. Assigns Al Green ‘Flu, Hawaiian Variety, 


| . . bed 
‘ } 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. | — Cripples Pic Production 
Alfred E. Green checked in at Co- 

I x i al } “nt . e 
umbia to direct the Charles R. Rog- | And Filis Infitrmaries 
rs production, ‘Senate Page Boys.’ 

Filming starts the first week in 2 aang 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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Hollywood, Dec. 10 
By 3,1} ; ; 4 ssa) 3 wnctati 7 
. et — Fiukrieg continued its cevastating 
aults on the film studios for the 





second weck and slowed production 


L. A. to N. Y 





down to a hoarse whisper. Germs 
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson. ‘pena ‘ : SS 1, 
tet were dropped _indisct ely ¢ 

John Murray Anderson, ete , ; ~ ws 

' %¢" execs, actors and mecni crews, 
Harry M. Baldwin. ’ Ek ts 

. imaking it a totalitarian 

Ed Beloin ; : ‘ 

: | Bacteriological obser € t 

Jack Benny. . ¢ 1 

Mu Bole that the flukrieg come n H : 
Murray Bolen ; ' ‘ 

.) oi lulu, with a lot of H wood Va- 
Clarence Brow: Cont 15) 

(Continued o age lo) 

Dennis Day. — 

Elizabeth Earle. : 

Sam H neel 

Henry Fonda. N. Y. to L. A. 

Phil Harris. | Al Altman. 

Will H. Hays. Desi Arnaz. 

Ben Kalmenson Lucille Ball. 

Boris Karloff. Arnold Belgard. 

Sam Lewis. Diana Bourbon. 

David Lipton. Wally Butterworth 

Mary Livingstone Bobby Connolly. 

Norman Moray. Norman Corwin. 

Bill Morrow. Donald Friede. 

Nina Orla. | Martin Gang. 

Rafaela Ottiano. | Parks Johnson. 

John Parsons. Jeanette MacDonald. 

Pet 1 Rath yy Iv j ; Ts 

Peter athvon., Priscilla Lane. 

Gregory Ratoff. John Lee. 

Frances Robinson. Lewis Milestone. 

George Schaefer. Gene’ Raymond. 

Leonard Spigelgass. Thomas C. Rockwell. 

Don Wilson. Red Skelton. 

ARRIVALS SAILINGS 

Tito Coral, Ellen Richter, Willy Dec. 11 (New York t 
Nolff, Cynda Gle Oscar Straus, i Karen Ci er, Dan B : ag 
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Phonograph Records Hope for Boom 
If ASCAP Breaks With Radio Jan. 1 


(s 
i 





The recording companies are prim- 
ing themselves for a hefty hop in 
record sales after Jan, 1, 1941. If the 
radio networks and the American 
Society of Authors, Composers and 
Publishers don’t come to an agree- 
ment before then, records will be the 
best means the public will have for 
hearing established favorite tunes. 
And the latter type of melody, not 


the pop numbers, is what the record | 


manufacturers expect to devote most 
of their time to. 


Most of the tunes that have at- 
tained by long popularity a ‘stand- 
ard’ rating have been recorded many 
times over, but they'll be refurbished 
by new arrangements and recorded 
anew by the bands of the moment. 
Indication of the expectant boom in 
sales is the fact that Bing Crosby, 
one of Decca Records best sellers, is 
at the moment cutting the greatest 
number of sides at one sitting he has 
ever made. 


Singer is cutting 20 tunes during 
the current visit of Jack Kapp, Decca 
head, to the Coast. Filing that many 
for future release gives some insur- 
ance at least against getting caught 
short of stuff for regular issue. Cros- 
by’s usual quota of sides per sitting 
has been about six. 

The expected push 
will probably result in sharpening 
the current battle between ASCAP 
publishers and radio-owned Broad- 
cast Music ASCAP is currently 
partially barred from the air, but 
after Jan. 1 will be barred entirely. 
leaving no outlet for its songs except 


in sales, too, 


records, the theatres, dancehalls | 
and the comparatively few inde- 
pendent radio outlets that will 


sign ASCAP contracts. It will mean 
that the ASCAP pubs will be fighting 
tooth and nail to have their stuff re- 
corded, with BMI always in 
tion. 


and Victor. 


Brenda Joyce OK To 
Return to Hollywood 
But Ordered to Resi 


Dec. 10. 

entirely recovered from 
which formed on her arm, 
fall, and caused partial 
Brenda Joyce was well 
leave the Mercy hospital 


Pittsburgh, 

While not 

blood clot 

result of a 
paralysis, 
enough to 


here Thursday night (5) and accom- 
pany Louella Parsons’ troupe back 
to Hollywood. Physicians ordered 
complete rest for injured member 
for some time after return to Coast, 
which will probably delay start of 
her next picture, ‘Private Nurse.’ 
2Z0th-Fox actress was out of the 
Parsons show at Stanley for four 
days. 

Only member of unit who didn’t 
head west again was June Preisser 
who, accompanied by her mother 
went to New York to visit the Dav 
Hopkins¢ Mi Hopkins is t 
former Cherry Preisser, who i 
with her twit ister in vaude nd 
musical comedy for years. Her hu 
band is the of Harry L. Hoy 

Unit, which was it ly six 


out or 
1 here, an 
Hollywood 


weeks. close 
returned to 
morning (9), 


d_ principal 
Monday 


20th Shifts base 


Writers on ‘Broadcast’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 

_Revamping of the cast of ‘The 
a American Broadcast’ at 20th- 
Ox shifted Alice Faye and Jack 
Oakie into top roles formerly as- 
= to Betty Grable and Henry 
e nr = - 
ee. Cesar Romero and John 
ayne were retained in featured 


Parts. Starting 


s date was set back to 
Jan. 20. 

Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
te doing the music, replacing Ralp! 
‘dinger and Leo Robin, who are 
tuning ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome.’ 


opposi- | 
And the networks own two of | 
the recording companies—Columbia | 





The inition Sign 


® Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Howard Hill, champion archer 
of the film colony, sent a chal- 
lenge to the Indians of New 
Mexico, offering to meet their 
bow-and-arrow champ as a bally 
stunt for ‘Sante Fe Trail.’ In- 
dians held a powwow and sent 
back a retort courteous: ‘Nix on 
bow-and-arrow. If you want to 
shoot it out with gun, okay.’ 
Challenge is off. 


Crosby Vox Pops 
Back at Philly 


Daily's F.D.R. Rap 


Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 
Bing Crosby, in a letter to the 
Philly Record ‘ast week, answered 
an attack in a pre-election editorial 
in the daily taking him to task for 
his endorsement of Wendell Willkie 

















| ‘while being enriched under the 
| Roosevelt administration’. 

| Wrote Crosby: ‘It would seem that 
|all the differences of opinion con- 


cerning the two presidential candi- 
dates were pretty conclusively set- 
tled on Nov. 5. I feel if 26,000,000 
voters esteem Mr. Roosevelt as the 
man for the job, it’s surely 
enough for me. 


‘I do think, though, that whether 
the, two Roosevelt administrations 
played an important part in the re- 
markably good fortune which 
attended my career seems trivial 
consideration of the traditional 
sues that were involved.’ 

The crooner then went into a de- 
fense of the use of WPA money on 
his Santa Anita racing plant, which 
; the Record said ‘raised an unhappy 
odor in Congress’. 

‘Four years ago I contracted to 
lease a racing plant from the county 
of San Diego in California, for 25 
days a year for 10 years at a total 
rental of $100,000 plus a percentage 
of the gross business. These grounds 
were to be built by the funds of the 

(Continued on page 53) 
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SHOW BIZ NAMES ON 6 


London, Nov. 26 

Show business is well represented 
by the ambulances that clang 
through London streets during ai! 
raids to give succor to the injured 
First six of them bought b con 
tributior to tl American Art 
Ambulance Association are now on 
the street and have been christened 
with the names of show biz p 

L1e They ire Fred A ire 
Laura and Irvins Asher, Gilbert 
Miller, Phoebe Foster, Sam Eckman, 
Jr.. and Lou and Bernie Hy 
(Phoebe Foster is named after the 
wife of George Foster and mathe: 
of Harry Foster, representing the 
| William Morris office in London for 
30 years.) 

Among contributors to the full 
medically-equipped ambulances, in 
addition to those after whom they 
are named, are Moss Hart, George . 
Kaufman, Jerry Lester, Robe 
Lynch, Marx Bros fav. Noble, 
Harry Rapf, Pete Smith, Bill Stern, 
Dwight Wimar; Lambs Club mem- 
bers Hugh O'Connell, Jean Paul 
King, Harry Von Zell, Clay Clement 


and Don Randolph, and personnel of 
the Cinderella theatre, Williamson, 
W. Va.; Community theatre, Catskill, 
N.Y.; Michigan theatre, Flint, Mich.; 
Gem theatre, Oscola, Ark.: Kirby 
theatre. Houston; Oatka and Farmar 
theatres, Wat N.Y.: and Para- 
and Pa ;s, Mars! 


av 


mount 


lace theat 


Tex, 


LONDON AMBULANCES 


good | 


} 
has 


is- | 


nner 


GUNGENT DECREE 
MEANS NEW DEAL 


Directors Now Will 
Greater Say in Production 
— Heretofore Only 











Front-Office Privileges 


COLLAB ON SCRIPTS 


By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
While the consent decree ending 
Uncle Sam’s anti-trust war on the 
‘big five’ may be sour music to dis- 





|tributors and exhibitors alike, it is 
being hailed as the perfect symphony 
by Hollywood film directors. Pilots, 
who for years have been decrying 
a practice under which they were 
handed a script at night and told to 
start cameras rolling in the morning, 
are convinced that the Federal court 
document indirectly has _ brought 
them victory. 


Handwriting presaging the dawn 
of a new deal for the fellows who 
put the players through their cam- 
era paces is already visible, with 


20th-Fox blazing the trail and the | 


other major companies getting set to 
hop the bandwagon as soon as work 
schedules can be re-arranged. It’s 
all a part of Hollywood’s push tow- 
ard improved product to meet the 
iff sales competition that gets un- 
nce the decree terms are 
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Defense of England Is 


New Drama Treuved 


By British Headliners 


London, Nov. 

List of those from the profesh now 
serving with the forces in defense 
units continues to grow. Nan 
head a hefty list. 

Jack Hulbert 
holding down a beat in 
End—a straight beat 
mings. Others doing duty 
line legit are Frank Lawton, 
Williams, Francis Lister, Nigel 
rick, Peter Mather, Guy 
all with Army commissions. 
Douglas and Ralph Richard 
topline pilots, latter with the Navy 
flyers. From picture ranks are John 
Mills, Basil Radford, Robert Holmes 
and Archibald Batty. 

Hollywoodites David Niven and 
Richard Greene are well attached, 
as a private in the Tank Corps. 
Greene recently announced his 
gagement to a prominent society deb 
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SCHNOZ TOPS CARROLL 


NITERY SHOW ON COAST 


| 


} 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 
Jimmy Durante heads the nev 
show at.the Earl] Carroll nite 
ing De 26 Comedian’s contract 
calls for a minimum of three weeks 
and top coin for any single attrac- 


tion at the spot. 
Carroll is staging an entirely 
revue 


s.| Arnaz Cancels Roxy, N.Y., 
To Accomp Bride West 


Desi Arnaz has cancelled the 
fourth week of his engagement at 
the Roxy, N.Y., starting tomorrow 
(Thursday), to return to the Coast 


with Lucille Ball. Pair were mar- 
ried a couple weeks ago. 


Miss Ball is required on the RKO 
lot for added fenes in. Hat 
Ligyvad’ ‘A Giri . Ga il i 4s ) 

1 Arnaz leave New Y 


IRECTORS’ BEST BREAK 
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Get | 
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Chosen Few Enjoyed Such) 


| goose-flesh pictures 








Metropolitan Opera’s $108,800 On 
First Week, Just About Breaks Even 


,% 
. 








Fresh Fright 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Topical horror, fresh from the 


he Metropolitan Opera Co. of 
N. Y. closed the first week of its 16- 
week season Monday (9), with an 
estimated gross of $89,300 out of a 





daily newspapers, is the new — and yet just about 
trend among chill | broke even. 


Opening night’s ‘Un Ballo in 


in Hollywood. : ~ 
os | Maschera’ drew the largest audience 


Old_ fashioned 


producers | 
lost | 


have 


their potency, and film makers jever to attend a Met performance, 
| are turning to in-the-news lab- and at advanced prices collected 
oratory developments to lure the $18,300 at the boxoffice. Tuesday 


| 


|tract with RKO, calling for his serv- | 


Pat- | 
Middleton, | 


(3) the Met played te a sell-out in 


fright fans. é : ; 
7 Philadelphia, with 


Wallace MacDonald, Columbia sa . ‘Nozze di Figaro’ 
producer is lining up four yarns Presented. Wednesday (4) the opera 
for Boris Karloff, based on the was ‘Walkure,’ with the first appear- 


horrifying effects that might be j}ances of the year of Kirsten Flag- 





achieved by the misuse of mod- | Stad. Helen Traubel, Lauritz Mel- 
ern scientific discoveries. | chior, Julius Huehn, with Erich 
Leinsdorf conducting. Gross was 














| $11,500, or just a little under break- 
e |ing even, a surprising thing for a 
e eS is all S |Flagstad performance. The Nor- 
9 wegian soprano, despite the fact that 
e ever, with her ‘Ho yo to Ho’ ringing 
Full Shifts All to clarion high C’s, is not the draw 
9 |she once was, due probably to a 
|limited repertoire of less than 10 

e ee 
Activities West son for failure to hold on to top 
| notes, stretched them beyond musi- 
cal limits to prove that at 50 he is 
; Traubel again proved “her claim to 
ae ear L. ood, Dec. ~d ithe reputation of America’s greatest 
son ees has gone native. | voiced soprano, by a superb charac- 
From now on, all activities of Mer- 


she apparently is singing as well as 
operas. Melchior, criticized last sea- 
|Traube as good as ever, and Helen 
: ‘ : | terization of Si i , 
cury Productions, Inc., his operating cael ey 





| Thursday (5) the Met lost on its 
company, dealing in films, legit, | Cc . or 
J ry | ontinu a 
radio and the written word, willbe : od on page 25) 
controlled from his diggings in 


Hollywood. 
Total shift to the Pacific Coast is | 
the result of Welles’ four-way con- 


BENNY GOODMAN BAND 
FOR COLUMBIA FILM? 


ices as producer, director, actor and | 
writer for three pictures. First of Deal is being worked out for 
the trio is ‘Citizen Kane,’ now in its Benny Goodman and his crew in a 
| last editing stage and due for Febru- | film to be made shortly after the 
ary release. first of the year. If negotiations 
Welles announced that his second are completed, film will be pro- 
| feature willbe a Mexican yarn, to be | duced by Irving Starr for Columbia 
shot below the border, starting in | release. 
March. He is now at work on the There’s a possibility, as the yarn 
story, between lectures and other | stands now, that there will be an- 
., activities, including the Mercury | other band in it in addition to Good- 


theatre, the Mercury Press, the Mer- 
cury Text Records and United Pro- 
ductions. 


'man’s, Latter’s participation would 
| be limited to about two weeks by 
other bookings. 


BINNIE BARNES’ PLAY || 
AND PAR PIC BIDS | 
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‘Knute Rockne’s Big B.0. Signals 
Hollywood on Sports Films Anew 





a — vv 

Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Hollywood, which three months 
ago was shuddering at the mere 
thought of any further gambles of 
important coin on pictures built 
around athletic prowess, human or 
equine, has done an about-face. | 
ight now the major studios are | 
readying to push forward a new 
cycle backgrounded, against sports 


world figures and events, each entry | 
in which will be lensed on top-budg- | 
et specifications. 

Greatly responsible for the 
change on the part of the producers 
is the gross being piled up by War- 
ners on ‘Knute Rockne, All Ameri- | 
can. Success of the Burbank lot’s | 
gridiron feature knocks into a | 
cocked hat Hollywood's conviction, 
developed after long and costly ex- 
perimentation, that cinema addicts 
are not interested in screen fare 
carrying sports themes. 

Production chiefs, prodded by 
home office execs, have been giving 


‘Rockne’ close scrutiny in their pri- | 


vate projeciion rooms to ascertain 
what makes the offering click, and 
they admit they’ve made some start- 
ling discoveries. Highlighting these 
is their new-born theory that they've 
been using the wrong method of ap- 


proach in handling this type of ve- | 


hicles. 

Sports background talkers can be 
made attractive not only to the 
dyed-in-the-wool filmgoer, but to 
hundreds of thousands of sports fans 
who are not normally theatre pa- 
trons, they are now agreed, by weav- 
ing the plot around a centrally 
known character, man or _ horse, 
whose name holds intrigue for the 
masses. In other words, it the 
pivotal figure in the story, rather 
than the personality portraying that 
role, that either draws the mobs 
through the turnstiles or causes 
them to steer clear of the wickets 


is 


And therein lies the picture 
makers’ mistake of the past, they 
point out. Heretofore, sports back- 
ground pictures have been done in 
generalities, instead of featuring 
some definite sports world person- 
age whose monicker, like that of 


Rockne, has become a 
ican tradition, and, as such, is estab- 
lished as a household word. 

New order of things means the 
doom of football, baseball, prizefight 


part of Amer- 


and horse-racing films which are 
that and nothing more, and the 
launching of the sports biography 


type of screen entertainment such as 


was unveiled in ‘Rockne.’ Momen- 
tarily being prepped for the cam- 
eras is the first of such material, 


with story editors following through 

in a search for additional starters. 
Metro, which two years ago sked- 

ded ‘Hands Across the Border,’ a tale 


Warners’ Sequels To 
‘Knute Rockne’, ‘69th’ 


‘Success of Knute Rockne’ at the 
boxoffice has given Warner Bros. 
the urge for a followup to be re- 
leased during the football season of 
1941, Currently in the thought stage 
is a sequel to be tagged ‘The Four 
Horsemen of Notre Dame.’ 

Warners is also mulling a sequel 


to ‘The Fighting 69th,” among the 
heading characters of which was 
Father Francis P. Duffy. WB laid 


claim to the title last week of a yarn 
by Duffy giving further adventures 
of the regiment of New Yorkers, It’s 
called ‘Father Duffy's Story: A Tale 
of Humor, Heroism, Life and Death 
with the Fighting 69th. Twentieth- 
Fox staked out the same label 
July, 1939, but it is presumed would 
release it to Warners, as Fox doesn't 
own the story and WB made the 
original ‘Fighting 69th’ film. 





Use of 16 mm. Color 


Fim in Tests Nets 


2506 Saving Yearly 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

| Major studios are saving about 
$250,000 a year by the use of 16 mm. 
Kodachrome film in preliminary 
tests for Technicolor productions. 
The smaller film, widely utilized in 
|industrial pictures and amateur 
photography, cuts down pre-produc- 
tion costs by around $10,000 a pic- 
ture. 


Heretofore, color tests of costumes, 
sets, locations, lighting and other de- 
tails have been made with regular 
Technicolor negative and equipment 
at a high cost. The 16 mm. Koda- 
chrome setup, shot without sound, 
means a big saving. 

Metro and 20th-Fox were the first 
to use the smaller color film in tests, 
and were closely followed by Para- 
mount, Warners and RKO, after 
favorable reports made available to 
the studios through the Academy Re- 
search Council. Reports 
116 mm. Kodachrome made satisfac- 
tory pre-production color compari- 
sons, although Technicolor is neces- 
sary for makeup tests requiring ex- 
actitude in lighting and other tinting 
factors not yet possible on the Koda- 
, chrome negative. 


Although it is generally under- 
stood that prints cannot be made 
from the original 16 mm. Koda- | 


| chrome negative, it is reported that 
commercial film producers have ob- 
tained as many as 100 prints during 


in | 


| 
} 


| 


Potter Pact Voided 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 





H. C. Potter withdrew from his 
director contract with the Boris 
Morros-Robert Stillman company, 


owing to the postponement of ‘The 
American Vagabond,’ which was to 
have been the second on his two- 
picture pact. 

Director agreed to return later for 
another picture. He asked cancella- 
tion to be free to accept an immedi- 
ate deal with another studio, 


NEW STYMIE IN 
HWOOD-B WAY 
LEGIT PACT 


Again there is a hitch in the final 
welding of the Hollywood-Broadway 
tieup. Film 
Dramatists Guild are agreed on the 
principles of the amended pact, but 
there are a number of details in the 
new contract as printed that the pic- 
ture people have taken exception to. 
Points which were supposed to have 
vague . 

It appears that the differences are 
over the phraseology, lawyers of the 
various film firms claiming they were 
not consulted before the pact was 
sent to the printer. Stated that Sid- 
ney Fleisher, film arbiter, wrote the 
final draft with the evident assent of 
the authors end. 


Among the points to be clarified 
is the time limit for the presentation 
of plays and the period during which 
the film-backer may withdraw from 
the production. Manner in which 
the tribunal, which is to handle dif- 
ferences between the backer and 
author, is to le named is not clear. 
New form has it that a majority of 
film companies is to name the mem- 
bers, whereas the clause should read 
‘major film companies.’ There are 
perhaps 150 outfits which make pic- 
tures now and then, here and 
abroad. Another detail pertains to 








companies and the 


been clarified are still 





| attention. 


| wrote a play about him. 





| 


| ‘ice,’ coin which the manager or his ; 


were that | 


employees might receive from ticket 
brokers. Contract would hold the 
film companies responsible for the 
auihor’s share and they want that 
provision eliminated. Ticket gratui- 
ties are supposed to be non-existent. 

Picture people are interested in at 
least three productions now in work, 
but are operating under the old reg- 
ulations until such time as the stop 
and go amended pact is in final form. 
Warners insist even more important 
changes must be made before it will 
finance shows this season. 
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the puck-driving sequences. wit, “ingerprint Pix Actors | stymied, with Pathe reportedly satis- 
the annual clash betwe el fied with its share of earni fr 
nnual las} en West Point . ‘ 2 e SNnc arnings trom 
and Canada’s McGill University On U.S. Service Locations the Du Pont company. This coin, 
teams providing much of the pic- Hollywood, Dec. 10. received in the form of liberal divi- 
ture’s footage New defense restrictions require | 4¢"4 distributions, has been running 
Other films with sports themes fingerprinting and proof of Amer- 5° strong in recent years that Pathe 
) - 5 \ ab] 4 ‘ 1 
contemplated for production: RKO’s | ican citizenship for all motion pic- ,W@5 able to declare a 30c divvy on 
‘True to Form.’ formerly taggeq , ture industry workers using Gov- its common this month. Prospect of 
. , , mre : e _ syint . 
Blood Will Tell,” dealing with the |€™ment property for location shoot- Such dividend loomed ever since 
racehorse Seabiscuit 20th-Fox’s | ing. Warners learned about the new Pathe Film was set up as a holding 
‘Home in Indiana, about harness "ules when applying for an Army C®rporation, and Pathe Laboratories 
racing: ‘Sun Valley,’ Sonja Henie. Kay to lens exteriors for ‘Winged 4S the operating firm, 
iceskating starrer for 20th; ‘Follow | Victory’ of March Field. Execs of Besides the favorable income 
Through, rewrite of stage musical other studios have been so notified Pathe has been getting from its. Du 
to include golf theme with Bing by the Armg and Navy. Pont Film Mfg. holdings, furthe: 
Crosby and Bob Hope co-starred | Film troupes assigned to work on hitch to any sale of the Du Pont 
(Par). and Warners’ biog of Connie ,4'™™y Or Navy bases, forts, air fields shares is that Du Pont has shown 
Mack, Philadelphia Athletics man- , °F vessels must undergo fingerprint- little inclination to pay the figure 
ager. _ing at the entrance. ‘set on the block of stock by Pathe. 
It has been several years since 
sports background pictures earned 
their salt i ay ; 
vod alt in the way of profits, but | ee « 
w at really put the chill on them 
in the eyes of Hollywood, wae the er news rertaining (0 rictures 
_ showing made by Columbia’s 
Olden Boy,’ a number th: 
y. 1 r that cost the soke’ : 
arr . 4 S t SPICE 
Harry Cohn organization plenty in SE WNC PONNRPICNE TOMES io siase eva wevs dvs esecessaesenes Page 13 
production outlay, but which barely Reng WRUURIN SOOO HOW «5.6. 0i5s bx nce css sos 4a ca caies.s eauacebe Page 18 
squeezed through in payi f Hodis 
aying o 3; 
_ Ce ee off. Radio Reviews. Helen Hayes-Raymond Massey, Noel Coward, 
| Can You Top This?, Russell Bennett's Note Bo 
s] s! ee .-Page 3 
Swamps for Henry sti 
Hollywood, Der. 16. | aged er ere ee ee SAGER GVRRE EDEL E CUES Cre dae CON ...Page 41 
prwentieth-Fox has set Henry! New Acts: Humphrey Bogart-Mayo Methot................ ...-Page 46 
oo a the top male role in Guild shop in vaudeville. .......... 00... cc cee cee eee eet wines Page 47 
wamp Water,’ the Veree i i 
, h n Bell : a] 
Sawel, for spcing fenine | Honor Bill Robinson, Belle | ETS T TTT Te eT TTT TE. Page 47 
; : : ~ aw i¢? O. ‘ ? , . 
Nunnally Johnson gets the pro- Sunday legit’s pre-Xmas downbeat..............ceccccscccccs Page 50 
@uction assignment. | 
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Lasky Touches Off New 


Film Interest in ‘Twain’ 


Mark Twain, long talked of as sub- 
ject for a film biog. is getting renewed 
last week 
hopped west from New York with a 
radio script which he has optioned 


Jesse Lasky 


as possible basis for a film. 


In Manhattan it was said, how- 
ever, that all rights to dramatizing 
the writer's life have been given to 
Harold Sherman, who recently 
It's tagged 


‘Mark Twain.’ Sherman's agent de- 


nied that any rights have been 
granted Lasky. 
Interest in Twain has been re- 


kindled recently with publication of 
two books of his writings hitherto 
unpublished. One is ‘Mark Twain's 
Troubles With Mr. Brown’ and the 
other ‘Mark Twain in Eruption.’ 


50 Yarns on Active 
List at 20th-Fox 


Insures Spring Rush 





Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Rush of production during the 
spring and summer at 20th-Fox is in- 
dicated by the number of stories in 
preparation, the highest in several 
seasons. Fifty yarns are on the ac- 
tive list, and the writers assigned to 
them set a new high for the West- 
wood plant With the studio half- 
way through its 1940-41 producing 
program, the current activity means 


that 20th-Fox is intent on storing up 
a heavy backlog for next season. 


Within the past few months Darryl 
F. Zanuck has increased his associate 
producer staff from six to 10, with 
Sol M. Wurtzel as executive pro- 
Associates are Kenneth Mac- 
gowan, Harry Joe Brown, Nunnally 
Lou Ostrow, Robert T. 
Kane, Milton Sperling, Lou Edel- 
man, Fred Kohtmar, Walter Morosco, 
Ralph Dietrich and William Perl- 
berg. 


‘REUTER’S’ BIRD MAKES 
BUCK A VEGETARIAN 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, Dee. 10. 
Mr. Happy Hemmingway, 
Palace Beach Cabanas, N. Y. 


Dear Happy: 

I got your letter and don’t worry 
about me as I is all 
the holidays is over. 


set as soon as 
I went out last 
night with a old pal who likes a nip 


once in a while, and a while 


is every 
five minutes. He reminded me of 
‘Breath Takes a Holiday’ but I had 
to stick as he was into me for a 


double-saw and he took till 2 ayem 
before he laid same on the line. 

He used to be a big director but 
sound caught up to him and now he 
is living in Glendale and the past. 
I has been living in Gorky’s lower 


debts and have met a lot of Fuller 
brushoff men out here. 

Have been to all the studios and 
all I see is casting offices full of un- 
happy chair I got tovget a job 
soon as I am like a pair of debu- 
tante’s stockings with runs in them 
I am on my last legs. I sit around 
all day and watch a dumb telephone 
as I is as nervous as a rabbits nose. 


One little buzz and it may mean 
Merry Xmas. I ain't no. spring 
chicken any more and I just had a 
experience last night. The lads were 
calling me Pop out here, but last 
night a taxi driver called me Gramp, 
so lam going to put some Bixby on 
my gray locks before the wheelchair 
gets me. 

I was over to Dave Chasen’s cafe 
for dinner last night with a rich as- 
sistant director and we_ ordered 
squab. You know, Happy, 
Jove homing pigeons. Well by and 
by the waiter brings the food and as 
he takes off the top of the casserole 
I looks down and there is the fattest 
little squab you ever saw. I thought 
he looked familiar. 
looked 
eyes. 


up at me with tears in his 


I was with Eddie Robinson 
in ‘A Dispatch From Reuters.” I 
now a vegetarian, Buck, 


is 


how I | 


The little bird ' 


He says, ‘Don’t you remember ' 
| me pal? 


7’ 
. 





| Unusual number of children of 
i'musical and concert names are cur- 
jrently active in show business, par- 

ticularly legit. Among them are the 
| following: 

Martha Erroll, daughter of the 
‘former Met tenor Ralph Erroll, re- 
{placed Marjorie Gainsworth in the 
Shubert ‘A Night of Love,’ currently 
itrying out on the road. 4 

Sonya Stokowski, ingenue tn 
George Abbott’s ‘White Haired Boy,’ 
which closed a tryout week in Bos- 
ton last Saturday (2), is the daugh- 


iter of Leopold Stokowski and his 
former wife Olga Samaroff Sto- 
kowski. 

Lawrence Tibbett, Jr., is in the 


|cast of ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
| ner.’ 


Nancy Monteux, daughter of the 
conductor Pierre Monteux of the 
; San Francisco symphony orche stra, 
imade her nitery singing debut re- 
cently at the Pierre hotel, N. Y. 

Jacqueline Salter, daughter of 
Jack Salter (concert manacement 
Evans & Salter), is a legi 

Eleanor and Peggy 
latter in ‘Washington Slept 
are actress-daughters of 
French, head of Community 
certs. 


Daphne and Marita Sylva, daugh- 
ters of former opera star Marguerita 
| Sylva, are legit players. 

Nina Gabrilowitch, daughter of the 
late pianist-conductor Ossip Gabrilo- 
| witch, and only grandchild of Mark 
| Twain, is a recent dramatic school 
| graduate and currently looking for a 
| Broadvvay chance. 

Don Beddoe, son of the late Welsh 
;concert tenor Daniel 
| film and legit actor, 

| Janet Riesenfeld, dancer pic- 
| tures, legit and ballet, is the daugh- 
| ter of Hugo Riesenfeld, formerly an 
{orchestra conductor at the Metro- 
| politan opera and in various Broad- 
| way theatres. 





actress, 
French, the 
Here,’ 
Ward 
Con- 





Beddoc, is a 


in 


| 

| Walter Slezak, legit comedian. is 
|the son of the Austrian tenor, Leo 
| Slezak. 


| 
| Anna Erskine, daughter of novelist 
| John Erskine, former president of 
|the Juilliard School of Music, Met 
| opera director and now head of the 
National Committee for Music Ap- 
| preciation, is production assistant to 
stage director Joshua Logan and also 
| scripts the ‘Metropolitan Auditions of 
| the Air’ program. 

Marcel Journet, Jr., the 
noted French basso, is an established 
legit actor. 


son of 





Gerald Keane and Yvonne Ber- 
| gere, son and daughter of concert 
|pianist Germaine Schnitzer, are 
stage players. 
| Sons of the late bandleader Ar- 
'thur Pryor are Roger Pryor, film 
and radio actor, and Arthur Pryor, 
Jr., B.B.D. & O. radio executive. 

There have always been dozens of 
children, of stage people who fol- 
lowed their parents into the theatre 


|—such as the Barrymores, Bennetts, 
| Costellos, Truexes, the etc. 
However, children of musical people 
have until recently been more likely 
to follow other careers rather than 
theatrical 


Stones, 


U’S MEETING ROUTINE 


Stress On Maintaining Rigid Econ- 
omies Was One Keynote 


| Only routine busines: ted 
as being transacted at the regular 
monthly directors’ meeting of Uni- 
versal last Thursday (5). Discussions 
on next season’s product took up 
part of time, with stress laid on the 
necessity of keeping producti Us 
pared to present levels. Universal 
| officials reportedly have cautioned 
against going overboard on outlays 
|for future pictures simply oecause 
the company presently is in the 


| black and likely to show a healthy 
| profit for the fiscal year ending last 
October. 





| Annual financial statement, \ hich 

| recently has been coming out late = 

| January, may even be later this yea! 

| because of delay in getting in state 

ments from foreign accounts 
Blows Hot and Cold 
Hollywood, Dec 10 

Studios in Hollywood are Com- 

plaining about the winter heat \ hile 

Howard Hughes’ ‘The Outlaw % ‘oupe 
js snowbound 60 miles north of F/#® 
staff, Ariz. 

Film directed by Howare agin 

€ ents 


|} is 10 days late fighting tne €? 


% ’ 


a =} cece nt Pa 
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Twin Cities’ Indies Talk Mass Mn 4 Pais -4]%, Present UA Producers Insist That 


Drive on Minn. Legislature For 
Relief’ from ‘Intolerable’ Decree 


+ 


| 
| | 


Any New Additions to Unit Film 
Makers Must Have Plenty Prestige 


,’ 
4 
f 
| 
; 

} 
| 


BELOW 


World Foreign Revenue for 
Americans Is 40-44% | 
Under Parity, Including) 
British and Other Markets | 


NORMAL 


———— | 
} 














Minneapolis, Dec. 10. | 

Northwest independent exhibitors | 
plan to descend en masse on the) 
state legislature at the outset of the 


Prime squawk emanating from the 
recently-formed United Artists pro- 
ducers committee, it was learned this 
week, is against the company adding 


Sam Dembow, Jr., in Hosp 


Following Auto spill 


Par Intent on Recalling 


| 134,000 1st Pfd. Shares 





session in early January to demand |any more film-makers who will not 
‘nactment o ode of fair tra ile y ostige > or- 
enactment of a sou fa r trade | 4 bad fracture of the knee, plus} ENGLAND OFF 25-40% Paramount still is working on a lend plenty of prestige to the o1 
practices to give them ‘relief : " ; ganization. Their anomalous demand 


minor injuries, will keep Sam Dem- | 


from present ‘intolerable’ conditions plan with several banking houses | js, in effect: ‘Make sure any new 


which, contrary to promises, have | bow, Je, Yaramount theatre execu- | ‘ a ee ‘ | whereby the first preferred stock; producers are better than we are.’ 
not been corrected or eliminated in | tive, in the hospital for six to eight | Revenue of U. S. distributors from | will be called in or part of it re-| Behind the sceming modesty of 
* the Consent Decree weéks or longer | the United Kingdom (exclusive of | geemed. Company has in mind a| the UA producers is good business 
{ Fred Strom, Northwest Allied He w: rs ke by aaed _4..,| Canada), collectable in American) proposition whereby some 134,000|S¢mse. Added units headed by the 
; executive secretary, announces that| —€ Was — a bane l currency, has slid still further to | shares now outstanding will be re-|C°mmon variety of Hollywood film- 
a proposed bill, covering the fair night (3) in N. ¥., when eS ee " - | deemed, saving ossibly more than! Maker only give the UA sales de- 
trade practices ‘necessary for the in- | Paring to go to Detroit to huddle | 45-47% below normal. This is about | $500,000 rotten Ag in dividend etal | partment something more to peddle, 





with Earl J. Hudson on matters con- 
cerning Par theatres there. In addi- 
tion to a broken knee, the Par exec 
suffered a battered hand and bruises 
about the face, plus shock. 


PINE, THOMAS, 
SIEGEL'S PAR 
PIX UNITS 


dependent exhibitors’ existence, now 
is in preparation. Moreover, he ad- 
mits, it’s designed to nullify and cir- 
cumvent many of the Consent Decree 
provisions and to take care of ex- 
hibitor grievances ignored in the 
Decree. 

The Northwest Allied measure 
‘will cover practically item for item 
everything in the code of fair trade 
practices submitted to the Northwest 
Allied convention here a year ago 
by William Rodgers, M-G-M general 
sales’ manager,’ according to Strom. 
He says the independents in this 
territory now are willing to settle on 
the Rodgers’ concessions ‘which are 
infinitely to be preferred to the Con- 








sent Decree terms.’ 
Under the bill’s measures, Strom | 
explains, expansion and building of | 
new theatres would be halted and 
there would be the 20°, cancellation | William 
privilege, etc., which was offered by | Thomas 
Rodgers, acting in behalf major | outfit, Picture Corp. of America, to 


distributors. | 
produce at Fine Arts studio for Para- | 





Hollywood, Dec. 10 
Pine and William C. 
producing | 


i 


formed a new 


of 


‘Our position is to take what the 
distributors already offered us and |™ount release. Thomas, v.p., will 
what’s rightfully ours and embody | handle production and Pine will act 
such practices in a state law t ex- |in an advisory capacity while con- 


tinuing to work as associate director 


plains Strom. ‘The second paragraph : 
to Cecil B. DeMille at Paramount. 


of Section E, Clause 23, in the Con- 


sent Decree, according to our~fon- Program for 1941-42 calls _ for 

struction, permits independent ex- | three features with aviation back- 

hibitors to circumvent undesirable | grounds. First is ‘Power Dive,’ 

features and to obtain state legisla- | starring Richard Arlen. 

tion to cover absent points.’ Sol C. Siegel, who moved to Para- 
Convene Jan. 5-6 mount as a producer last month, 


Present plans call for a convention | has been handed executive authority 


- all Minnesota, North and South | over the production of eight to 12 
Dakota and western Wisconsin ex- features for the 1941-42 program. | 
niditors here Jan. 5-6 to gird them- | Associated with him in the new unit 
selves for attle aga the Cor . 5 
es for a battle against the Con- |are Eugene Zuko! Joseph Sistron 
sent Decree. The Minnesota exhibi- and Jules Scherme 
t rs yuld 90 directly fro: ’ ° ali Ul N I 
tc d tly from one of Slated to start d the ‘ 
the convention meetings to the capi- ’ 
’ pt ‘ few ol are ‘Th rginig to be 
tal in St. Paul to buttonhole thetr | — 1 , | r sie gti ot P 
‘ ~~ {made in echnicolo1 ¢ ara 
representatives and senators in the | _ 1 oT 3 
, ial ayer mount Parade,’ a musical; ‘Two Bad 
state legislature, which then would , ] } y l 
be in ceccion ' Angels’ and the Aldrich Family se- 
e In session, to demand passage of 
he } rder ‘ ho} ] ries. 
the bill in order to ‘avert wholesale 


bankruptcies among independent 
theatreowners.’ Also included in the 
Proposed law would be a provision 


prohibiting the showing of 16 1 


ROBT. W. SERVICE IN 


nm. | 
films in night clubs, taverns, store FOR ANOTHER REVIVAL 
buildings, etc., in opposition to pix | 
theatres, niet 
Minnesota exhibitors are threat- ‘The Lady Known as Lou’ is ap- 
ened with considerable adverse legis- parently being groomed for another 


lation at the state legislative session 





starting next month and steps al- workout Both Warner Bros. and 
ready are being taken to combat it. |Columbia have laid official claim to 
Among the proposed laws whic the tag during the past month, WB 
ae ly -_ been an.cunced, wi be winning priority by 23 davs 
I ducec are ¢ ‘ dmissior tar ’ Z ' 
State cen ae dg Forme hae Coj has protected nels however, 
tre giveaways and strincent booth | 2Y 248° staking out ‘The Shooting of 
labor-laws. : woigtis oes Dan McGrew,’ which is the title of 
A powerful association of school th Robe rl W service ower whict 
teachers is urging the state theatre | @troaucs : tau. Col ows © seeks 
ad ion tax in order to provide een to “The. Face on the Sarroon 
funds for a teachers’ retirement fund, | Flo" a5 4 title. 
a | Picture called ‘The Shooting of 
’ - i'Dan McGrew’ was released in 1924 
Shearer s Pair | by Metro, which claims permanent 
ownership and disputes Col’s right 
, Hollywood, Dec. 19. | to use the label. ‘Face on the Bar- 
Norra Shearer will star in Noel | room Floor’ has twice before been 
Coward's ‘Tonight at 8:30’ at Metro, | used as a title, once by Fox in 1923 
Sidney Franklin directing. and once by Invincible in 1932. 


Also on her slate is ‘The World 
We Make,’ based on the Theatre | 
Guild play. Not yet decided which 


Will be made first. 

9. 6 ’ RKO signed David Hempstead to 
Flynn 8 Boots for WB | a new producer pact on the strength 
rae Hollywood, Dec. 10. | of his work in ‘Kitty Foyle,’ pro- 
Died with Their Boots On’ will be | duced under a one-picture deal. 

next for Errol Flynn at Warners. | Hempstead’s next job will be 





RKO Tickets Hempstead 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 








to 


‘ Robert Fellows, producer, and find pictures suitable to Michele 
Michael Curtiz, director, wili con-| Morgan, French actress, and Signe 
nue for their third straight Flynn | Hasso, Swedish player, RKO con- 


Dicture, itracte 


| Britain presently is running 


two-thirds of the total foreign reve- 


nue presently realized by U. S. pic 
firms. Including the total loss of in- 
come in Belgium, Holland, occupied 
France, Norway and a few other 
central European countries, via Hit- 
ler decree, it’s estimated by Amer- 
ican company statisticians that for- 
eign revenue, including markets 
other than those in the Kingdom, 
has now sunk to 40-44% below nor- 
mal, 

Instead of getting the customary 
40° of the total English business 
from London, several major com- 
panies claim that it is now running 
at about 15% of the total. While 
hinterlands and smaller 


bombing raids has hit them badly in 
the last few weeks. For instance, 
few theatres are operating regularly 
in channel port communities, there 
being approximately 200 houses now 
shuttered in those sectors. 

One U. 
ficial estimated 
total American 


S. foreign department of- 
this week that the 
revenue in Great 
25-40% 
what it was before the war 
With 50° of net profits froz- 
for the duration, the 


below 
began. 


en in England 
actual loss is slightly higher even 
though film companies have the ad- 


vantage of deducting operating costs 


and «transferring funds in dollars 
rather than pounds, 
Operation More Difficult 

Prob] of British Isles operation 
become increasingly difficult and 
co each e€ Nearly all com- 
yanies € } e or ill pay bonu 
€ to we ) cet employes to 
compensat fo added living costs 
ca ed b e Val Also all [ S 
distributors have taken out insur- 
ance for employes in the danger 
FOE 

Wi he average U. S. major dis 
tributor figuring its foreign business 
before the war as 30°, of the world 
total, latest indication is that there 
has been a 12% bite into the annual 
income of the average film company. 
Boosting domestic income sufficient 
ly to overcome this lo 
cipal industry headache 


GRIFFIS PICKS UP 
2,500 OF PAR COMMON 


W: Dec. 10 
( tent] wobbly fil market 
was bolstered slightly during Oc- 
topve!l yy p cn e of 2.500 hares of 
Paramount Pictures, Inc $1 par 
common stock by Stanton GCriffis, 


Ne W 


York director. 


According to the Security and Ex- 


change Commission’s summary of 
stock transactions, Griffis—with 6,- 
500 shares of the Par stock in the 


sock-—was the only purchaser of film 
stocks during October. 


Radio Corp. of America dumped 


928 shares of $1 par common Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum stock during the | 
month, to wind up with 316,32 


shares of common: 555,254 warrants 
for common and 44,757 shares of 6% 
convertible preferred RKO stock at 


the month’s end. 


Robert L. Daine, New York officer 
and director, sold 200 shares Trans 
Lux Corp. $1 pa t me 


cities | 
| showed gains at first, the spread of 


! with 


interest charges. 
Retirement would be 


terms of 3-344% 








PACT UP 10 
HAYS ORG. 





| chiefs huddled Monday (9) 
| Hays office in New York concerning 
| the English frozen-coin pact without 
finalizing the agreement year 


at 


for 


likely that the whole proposition will 
be left for Motion Picture Producers 


& Distributors Assn. directors to de- 


cide. Decision may be made at next | 
meeting, originally scheduled for 
today (Wednesday) but postponed. 
| Foreign sales chiefs have been 
studying the British coin pact now 
for about two weeks but a_ few 
clauses have yet to be ironed out. | 
British government document cov- 
ers 25-typewritten pages and whole 
setup is involved because Universal 
is in on the new agreement where it 
had a separate deal for the period 
ended last Oct. 31. With the eight 
majors in on the proposed new pact, 
it’s estimated that the amount of 
coin all wwed out of t} e Bi t h Isle 

may reach $12,900,000 for the ensuing 
year At least that is what U. S 

distribs are seeking. 

Australia’s frozen coin arrange 
ment, calling for the remittance of 
$3,100,000 (50% frozen in Aussie) to 
the major companies in one year be 


came effective last 


Samay. TO EXAMINE W.C. MICHEL 
S“ethepn-| INSTEAD OF S.R. KENT 


Century-Fox Film, was ordered to 
appea rr examination be ‘ i] 
in N. Y eme court D iZ, | 
Justice William T. Co 
t Izola | est and 
Mi: 1 Page's t e f 

} I Pp T naa ug! eX- 
mination of Sidney R. Kent, pre 
dent of 20th Fox, but got Michel 
instead, 

Suit claims plagiarism of plain- 
tiffs’ play ‘Joyou in the Shirley 
Temple starrer, ‘The Poor Little 
Rich Girl.’ An injunction, account- 
ing of profits and damages are 
“niioht 
sougnt, 


Qutgrow Their Shorts 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Upping for Jean 
shorts to feature d 
Warners’ 


Negulesco fi 
irection 
policy of develo 


IS In iine 


1M pine 
pilots on the lot. 
Irving Rapper and Vincent Sher 


RITISH MONEY 


| 





| Although major company foreign 
the 


| cooperation 
; ending next Oct. 31, it now seems | 


| home grounds to 


| year by the MPRF. 


3 | 
om | 


| don’t add to the status of the com- 


lp: 
provided | pany 


principally through a bank loan, with 
likely on this loan. 


in the exhibitor mind, and 
make it tougher to dispose of the 
product of producers already work- 
ing for the outfit. 

On the other hand, addition of 
prestige producers like David O. 
Selznick and Frank Capra makes it 
easier all around. Exhibs are anx- 
| ious to get the films of the prestige 
| producers and, when deals are in the 
process for their films, the salesmen 
have a lot easier time convincing the 
theatremen they really ought to buy 
| the output of Jce Zilch, too. 

Walter Wanger is chairman of the 
new producers committee, whose 
first meeting was attended by Ed- 
ward Small, Sol Lesser, Hal Roach, 
David Loew, Richard Rowland and 
Henry Henigson, representing James 
Roosevelt. Purpose of forming the 
producer organizations was to give 
more formal and concerted voice to 
squawks, as well as to attain greater 
on release dates and 
type of product among the various 
UA film-makers. 

4 More Producers? 
Murray Silverstone, UA chief, an- 


nounced last week that he is nego- 
tiating with at least four, and per- 
haps more, additional producers. 
Assuming four, that will give UA 
|a minimum of 12 active producers 
Siverstone declared that as far as 
possible he’d like to hold the pro- 
ducers dewn to one picture each for 
1941-42, although Small is already 
laying plans for two, Wanger for 
two or three, and Roach for three, 
which will mean a minimum of 17 
pictures. Silverstone said “d like 
to have about 15 

UA produce: who will be inac- 
tive or may well be during 1941-42 
are Selznick, Charles Chaplin, Ma 
Pickford, Gabriel Pascal, Dougla 


$ 
tate, Richard Rowland 
Goldwyn 


certain 


Fairbanks e: 

and Samuel 
Producer 

their 


to be active z 
output thi eason are Ale» 
‘Thief of Bagdad,’ ‘New 
‘Lady Hamilton’): Small 
‘Pago ‘Mo 
TO] }& Co 
pondent,’ ‘Long V Home’): 
Roach (‘Capt. Caution,’ ‘Road 


‘Broadway Limited,’ 


ander Korda ( 
Wine’ and 
(Kit Carson,’ 
Cristo’): Wan 


Pago, 
Foreign re- 
oyage 
c} 


SI 


‘Topper 


turns’); Loew-Lewin (‘So Ends Our 
Night,’ ‘Night Music Lesse 
Lubitsch (‘Uncertai Fee] ; and 
R evelt (‘Pot Gold,” ‘Pa 
1’) 
Other releases this sea t { 
is x 
the total to 21 are Ri land Cheerg 
for Mi Bishop,’ Goldwy1 rhe 
Westerner,’ Pa l’s ‘Major Bar- 
bara,’ and the | ide ‘B - 
out.’ An eve? 1077 e hee TP. 
leased or are in pre-release e1 1e- 


ments, 


Propose Mix Cottage 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 

Establishment of a Tom Mix Cot- 
tage is suggested by the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund executive commit- 
tee to the ors of a Tom Mix 
Memorial, for which plar e under 
way to raise mo r 

Cottage woul e built 


spon: 


be acqui 


HAWKS READIES HIS FIRST 
H lywood, Dec. 10 


‘Palm Beach Limited,’ first produce 


tion by United Produce: Corp., 
i by William Hawks, goes into 
j 6 at RKO. 
Le a7 tone directs 
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Film Industry Draft 


Utilized for Special Talents 


— + 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Defense soldiers called from the 
motion picture industry for military 
training will be detailed in a way to 
utilize their specialized talents to the 
fullest extent, according to Major 
Nathan Levinson, head of Warners 
sound department and an officer in 
the U. S. Signal Corps Reserve. 
Notices have been posted in all the 
studios, advising employes of draft 
age to send in of their 
mechanical and other qualifications. 
Uncle Sam wants to know how he 
can best use the film industry in case 
of war. This is consistent, of course, 
with the Government's attempt to 
categorically place all draftees in 
types of work requiring specialized | 
taients. 

Included in the requests for de- | 
tailed information are producers, di- 
recfOrs, writers, actors and all tech- | 
nical workers, taking in cameramen, | 
film lab employees, sound recorders, | 
cutters, electricians, grips, precision | 
mechanics, prop men and others en- 
gaged in fine work in the processing 
laboratories. 

Major Levinson’s contact with the 


reports 





‘the territory ever has encountered, 


| film salesmen working out of Mi:ne- | 


film industry is only one of the many | apolis claim they’re engaged in one | 


steps being taken by the War De- 
partment to make the best use of 
American technical skill in the gen- 
eral plan of national defense. 





Films to Aid Training 


Washington, Dec. 10. 

Value of motion pictures as a me- 
dium for training Uncle Sam's rook- 
ies will be tried out when draftees 
are given their first glimpse of war- 
time conditions via the silver screen. 

War Dept. announced Saturday 
(7) that films would be shown of 
soldiers in the field during war 
games, diagrams, charts and detailed 
drawings- of war maneuvers, and 
other subjects that every young 
rookie should know. Flicks will be 
displayed to both officers and en- 
listed men, accompanied by a sound 
track to help the lecturers deliver- 
ing the necessary patter. 

Decision to impress 
picture industry into the national 
defense program has revived re- 
ports that plenty of financial backing 
will be forthcoming from the Gov- 
ernment, to glamorize army life and 
instruct novices into the intricacies 
of war training. 





Voice From the Grave 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
20th-Fox assigned Harry Lachman 
to direct ‘Dead Men Tell,’ to be co- 
produced by Oliver Morosco and 
Raiph Dietrich. 
John Larkin wrote the screen play. 





LEDERMAN’S WHODUNIT 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
D. Ross Lederman gets the direct- 
ing chore on the Warners’ whodunit, 
‘Murder On the Second Floor.’ 
Completed script has been turned 
in by Anthony Coldeway. 


L Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Metro handed Ruth Hussey a new 
contract. 

Warners picked up Joan Leslie’s 
player option. 

George Reeves 
pact at 20th-Fox. 

George Murphy signed a three- 
year ticket at Metro. 











inked an acting 


Warners hoisted Julia Carroll's 
acting option. 
Constance Moore drew player 


ticket at Paramount. 
Frederick Hollander handed com- 
poser contract by Warners. 


Metro handed Darla Hood a player 


ticket. 

Universal signed Jane Frazee, ra- 
dio singer. 

Johnny Mack drew a Metro acting 
pact. 

Edmund C. Reed, Jean Rouveral 
and David Sheppard signed to junior 
writing contracts at Metro. 

Herbert Gunn penned a stock con- 
tract at 20th-Fox. 

RKO picked up Jane Patten’s 
player option. 

Fred Zinneman inked a new shorts 
director pact at Metro. 

Maureen O’Hara drew a new pact 
at RKO, 

Warners 
ontion 


Ti f+ 
ali 


ed George Campeau’: 


the motion | 


ees Will Be 





STYMIE REP. ON BUY 
AS M-G OWNS TITLE 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Republic’s purchase of the story, 
‘Babes On Broadway,’ hit a snag 
when it was learned that the title is 
the property of Metro. 

Odd kink in the problem is that 
Joseph Santley, currently under con- 
tract to Republic, once produced 
‘Babes On Broadway’ on the stage 
and sold the title to Metro before he 
joined the valley outfit. 








NEITHER STORM 


NOR SLEET, ETC. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 
With winter getting its earliest and 
toughest start in many years and 





of the longest and most severe that 


| of the most hazardous of all occupa- 
tions. The boys are planning a joint 
conference to figure out ways and 
means of lessening their dangers. 
Trouble is that nature of territory 
makes it essential for film salesmen 
to travel about in their own motor 
|cars for the most part. Ordinarily 
the bad winter weather conditions 
don’t start until January and usually 
they last not more than two months 
at the most. This year, however, 
there already have been one severe 
blizzard, several near-blizzards and 
other just plain snowstorms. There 
also have been sub-zero tempera- 
j tures. It’s regarded as a certainty 
that the snow will remain and that 
/highways and roads will be icy and 
slippery for the ensuing four months. 
| During the worst of the blizzards a 
|fortnight ago several of the film 
| salesmen, bucking the snowdrifts, 
|}almost lost their lives. The group, 
at that, fared better than salesmen in 
other lines, four of whom were 
snowbound in their automobiles and 
froze to death. 


STUDIOS RAISE 4666 





FOR COAST CHARITIES 





| 
| Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Motion picture industry pledged 
$465,718 to this year’s Los Angeles 
Community Chest, an increase of 
47% over last season’s collections. 
Louis B. Mayer, chairman of the in- 
dustry drive, disclosed that $10,000 
| mae may be raised before final re- 
| ports are made. 

Metro led the list with $115,428. 
Other contributions were, 20th-Fox, 
$65,596; Warners, $63,671; Universal, 
38,500; Paramount, $58,658; General 
Service, $1,187; Edward Small, $1,495: 
| Principal, $2,569; Walter Wanger, 
| $1,822; Samuel Goldwyn, $8,844; Hal 
Roach, $2,953; Alexander Korda, 
$3,282; Republic, $6,421; Walt Disney, 
$6,038; Allied Industries, $18,818: 
Agents, $25,018; RKO, $25,353; Co- 
lumbia, $25,128. 


FILM ACTOR FINDINGS 


Leo Rosten’s Kesearch Among 
H’wood Players 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 


Report of Dr. Leo Rosten’s motion 
picture research project, based on 
interviews with 251 Class A players 
representing a cross-section, reveals 
that 84.7% had some theatrical ex- 
perience before working in pictures. 
Those without stage experience hit 
13%, 
activity to radio as actors or direc- 
tors 

Report submitted to the Screen 
Actors Guild also disclosed 
actors last longer than actresses in 
films. Of males, 14.7% remain in 
Hollywood 20 years or more, while 
only 45% of femmes achieve that 
span. Survey shows that a relatively 
small percentage of filmites return 





Dr. 


/to the stage and most players come | 


| from middle-class families. 


ing 17% of players into the indus- 
try, with Metro second with 15.7%. 
Only 1.9% came into pictures from 


extra ranks, with 94.2% starting 
careers as. actors. Collegiates in 
films rate 49.8%, while 34.7% fin- 


ished high school. r 
old are 15.8%., in their 30’s are 31%, 
| between 40 and 50 are 18% and over 
(70 are 2.2%. 


| 





every indication that it will be one | ° ° 
NW Allied Again 


Loses In Fight 
To Kayo Metro % 


Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 
Northwest Allied again has failed 
in its efforts to knock percentage 
from the Metro 1940-41 deals for 
Twin City independents. 
ent M-G contract calls for four per- 
centage pictures, the same as in pre- 


| 
| 
| 








vious years, and the Minneap*‘is and | 


St. Paul indies, including the North- 
west Allied leaders, already have 
bought the M-G deal or are about 
to do so, the company’s sales run- 


ing ahead of the corresponding pe- | 


| tiod last year. 
new selling season, 
made that Metro follow 
course as other major distributors 
and give Twin City independents the 


| privilege of buying flat, the threat | 


|being made that the boys will ‘lay 
| off’ unless the company falls in line. 
This time the indies’ organization 
was particularly emphatic and threw 
the gauntlet down harder than ever 
before, declaring ‘positively no fur- 
ther exception would be made for 
M-G-M.’ 
capitulation, Northwest Allied lead- 
ers now are saying they ‘waited too 
long’ in leying their battle lines and 
it finally was.too late to accomplish 
their purpose. Next year, they in- 
sist, it will be a different story and 
they'll finally ‘win their fight.’ 


In its latest bulletin, Northwest 
Allied erts that ‘early returns 
from o\ product survey indicate | 


that RKO, Columbia and Universal 
are still leading in volume of con- 
tracts negotiated.’ It’s asserted: ‘The 
standing in volume of sales is due 
to the fact that these companies have 
made deals for less, or the same 
money, as the previous season in 
} approximately 50% of their deals. 





| xhib Sues His Landlord, Who's Also 


A Rival Operator, for Overbuying 





Spigelgass Polishing 
Runyon Story for U 


Leonard Spigelgass, Universal 
| writer, arrived in New York Satur- 
day (7) for a week of final polishing 
with Damon Runyon on the screen- 
play of Runyon’s story, ‘Butch Minds 
the Baby.’ 
Jules Levey. 


Spigelgass, on his return to the 
Coast, will start scripting another 
Runyon yarn owned by Levey, ‘Tight 
Shoes. He'll bring this into New 
York in a couple months or go for 
another polishing session with the 
author. 

Spi declared that nothing 
more than the preliminary work of 
some months ago on a screenplay of 
‘Hell npin’ has been done 


gelgass 


_+ 


It will be produced by | 


ee 





Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 

@Dave Ratner, exhibitor at White 
Bear, Minn., near here, wants $60,- 
000 damages from his landlord, Mrs. 
J. L. Jensen, who operates an op- 
position showhouse and who, it is 
alleged, overbought to prevent him 
from obtaining sufficient product for 
his needs. 

In the suit filed for Ratner by L. 
|B. Schwartz, local attorney, in UV. S. 
district court, it’s alleged that the de- 
fendant ‘bought pictures in excess 
of her needs to deprive the plaintiff 
of them’ and thus damaged him in 
the amount of $69,000. 


| until Ratner came 
opposition house. 

recently was bought by Mrs, Jensen 
at a sheriff's sale, but the plaintiff 


17 
tj} 
is. 


aramount is credited with bring- | ae 
ig The ‘Ice Follies’ is always an important event and the 1941 edition now 
| showing at Madison Square Garden is excellent. 


Under 30 years | 


Of People and Places 


By THE SKIRT 





having confined their pre-film | 


that | 





Best dressed woman of the week: 
JEANETTE MacDONALD 
White Plains Concert 











Jeannette MacDonald's Concert 

Jeanette MacDonald, at Westchester County Center in White Plains, 
enchanted a huge audience Wednesday night in snowy, cold weather that 
didn't matter. Even New York City was represented. A well balanced 
program, with innumerable encores, was expertly handled by this screen 
soprano. Songs by Mozart, Schumann, Hugo Wolf, Liszt and Debussy, and 
| one by hubby Gene Raymond. 

A pink chiffon gown was gracefully made in long straight lines with 


| tong scarves crossing the neck in front hanging in long ends from both 


| 
| 





| 


The pres- | 


Every year, well in advance of the | 
a demand is | 
the same | 


In explanation of the usual | 


Mrs. Jensen had the only theatre | 
in and built an | 
The Ratner house | 


| shoulders. All in all, Miss MacDonald locked ravishing. Her jewels com- 
| prised a flowered brooch in front center and one huge ring glistened on 
| one finger. Noticeable was the pale pink nail polish. 


The ‘Ice Follies’ Very Lovely 


The opening ballet is 
called ‘Moonlight Vision,’ the skaters in three tier dresses stiffly wired at 
each hem giving the effect of lampshades. The white material is sequined 
in black and silver. Hats are of the stove pipe shape and each skater 
carries a huge balloon... Walerie and Jenna, the soloists, are in white, one 
in tights and silver tunic and the other in short skirt. Nordic Dolls are 
in yellow frocks spotted in red with white pinafores. Ruby and Bobby 
Maxson are the soloists in corresponding costumes. It is this Maxson boy 
who is the hit of the show. Phyilis and Harris do the Wooden Soldier 
number in the regulation red and white. Down Rio Way has the large 
chorus in. long black gowns with orange shawls. Bess Ehrhardt leads the 
number in short silver sequins lines in rose, 

A nautical number has Evelyn Chandler in white with an elaborate 
silver trim. Pale blue ruffled dresses are worn by the girls at an officers’ 
ball. As pirates the costumes are really lovely. The short skirts are of 
green and red chiffon, the hats, red felt and the boots green. A fashion 
parade of jewels has eight girls dressed in beautiful costumes made long 
and elaborate. Magnolia Time is eye-filling, with the girls in silk plaid 
dresses made with the long white panties showing. Parasols are of the 
| plaid as were the men’s waistcoats. 
| Papez and Zwack did the Moth and the Flame in the usual abundance 
of flowing chiffon. 
| The costumes were designed by Helen Rose and the production was 
| staged by Fanchon & Marco and they deserve a deal of credit, It is truly 
| a great show, but more of that Maxson kid. 





Hollywood's Anachronisms 


From a man who prefers to remain anonymous comes the following: 
|‘From hundreds of photos in my collection, you were right in your con- 
tention that ‘Bitter Sweet’ is wrong in its period of bustles and polonaise. 
| The bustle and polonaise period was in the early '80s and had vanished in 
| 1891. I greatly enjoyed ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ but again I found inaccuracies 
in details of feminine costumes. Some of the hats with band at the back 
| to hold them on to the head were generations too early, though the chapeau 
worn by Nora Bayes may have been adapted from one she wore. At any 
rate Alice Faye is not given such fantastic costumes as were assigned her 
| in ‘Lillian Russell,’ capping the ciimax with a typically 1940 strapless 
Pepe gown, a mode undreamed of in Lillian Russell’s time. I am wait- 
ing to see Miriam Hopkins in ‘The Lady with the Red Hair,’ to discover 
| what frocks the studio has given her as Mrs. Leslie Carter. For my files 
| include many photos of Lillian Russell and Mrs. Carter.’ 
Ethel Barrymore Sitting Pretty 

‘The Corn Is Green, at the National theatre, has Ethel Barrymore sit- 
ting pretty. It is one of those shows people love and revisit. Emlyn 
Williams wrote the play and only one of the brilliant lines is ‘That man 
is so stupid it sits upon his head like a halo.’ 

The Skirt wouldn't be surprised if Miss Barrymore starts a shirtwaist era, 
for this type of costume is worn during the whole play. All sounds 
rather drab but it mattered not what this actress wore. Her figure has 
gone matronly but the famous Barrymore face is still beautiful. Mildred 
Dunnock as a fluttery spinster wore several dresses of that era, long full 
skirts and puffed sleeves. 


Thelma Schnee, as an erotic brat with not too 
pleasant a face, looked well only in the last act when she came in over- 
dressed, in a shot silk of blue and red, and plumed hat. 
‘Blackout’ Full of Spies 

There is a picture at the Globe theatre that is doing a whale of a busi- 
ness. It is an English picture called ‘Blackout,’ dealing with Norwegian 
boats, spies and the like. It shows London in a blackout and is somewhat 
confused as to plot. Conrad Veidt is the star and does a fine job but it 
is Valerie Hobson who holds the interest. A very good looking brunett 
| is this young woman, and understand she has been doing heavies hereto- 
fore. In this film she is the romantic, and rightfully so. No dressing, just 
one tailored suit with a mink coat and an off the face hat large as to brim 
is the only costume shown. 


In the Monte Cristo Epoch 

At the Capitol Theatre there is an Edward Small production called ‘The 
Son of Monte Cristo.’ Starred are Louis Hayward and Joan Bennett. Lat- 
ter wears many costumes, all the last word in Monte Cristo period. The 
jewelry, for the most part antiques, is lovely. A satin gown has a lace 
| yoke and puffed sleeves. A dinner gown is buffante. An accordion pleated 
skirt has gold material forming the back of the bodice with bands coming 
to the front in bolero fashion. There is a wedding scene, of course, with 
| Miss Bennett a glorious bride. The dress of brocade was form fitting and 
the veil was backed by a diamond tiarra. 


Their Favorite Recipes: 

(Kate Smith’s Almond Butter Christmas Cake) 
3 cups sifted Swans Down Cake ur 
3 teaspoons Calumet Baking powc 
2 teaspoon salt 
4 cup butter or other shortening 
cups sugar 

3 eggs, unbeaten 

% cup finely chopped almonds 

12 cup finely cut raisins 

1 cup milk 

1 teaspoon vanilla 
Sift flour once, measure, add baking powder and salt, and sift together 
three times. Cream butter thoroughly, add sugar gradually, and cream 
together until light and fluffy. Add eggs, one at a time, beating thoroughly 
| after each. Add nuts and raisins and beat well. Add flour, alternately 
with milk, a small amount at-a time. beating after each addition until 
smooth. Add vanilla. Bake in two greased 9-inch layer pans in moderate 
oven (375 F.) 25 minutes or until done. } 
Spread boiled frosting between layers and on top and sides of cake. 

Decorate top of cake with wreath cf holly, using pieces of maraschino 
cherries or red cinnamon candies for berries, and slices of angelica or 
citron for leaves and stems. Or decorate with noinsettias mad aesae 
cherries. Slice cherries in rings. cut 
petals of poir 


isettias. If desired, len 





e of cant 
¢ 

. , . noe to ( 
rings in half, and arra tO 4 

‘ 


} } ++ , 
on butter frosting 2 
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Delay in Merchandizing Jukeboxes 
A Puzzle to All; May Get Rolling 
In Jan.; Fancy Franchising Charges 


34th Hop for ‘Cassidy’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 








a 


‘What's holding up film jukeboxes?’ 
That's the question that’s been ring- 
ing recently from Hollywood to 
Podunk, Maine. Although the see- 
box idea is more than a year old,! along Cassidy feature into produc- | 
th 
{except for a selector device) for | gg ow oe ee 
more than eight months, not a single | lead. yen Peed lage = 
box is now operating on a sean See aes 


"en at so Gules soneare te be H armon $ Script 
May Include His 





the old story of ‘let George take the | 


chance.’ Manufacturers and finan- 
tial backers, despite their glib opti- 
mism, are virtually all waiting for 
somebody else to go into large scale 
production of machines and film. 
They want to see the juke devices 
operating under actual commercial 
conditions before they sink heavy 
coin. 

The one manufacturer they are all 
looking to as the pioneer is Mills 
Novelty Co. of Chicago. Mills, long 


Columbia on Friday (6) purchased 
‘Mr. Twilight,’ original screenplay 
a leader in standard jukebox manu-|by Sidney Harmon, Broadway legit 
facture, and with the tieup of James | Producer. Price was $8,000. Deal 
Roosevelt’s name on the film-making | had been in negotiating stage for 
end, is being faced with practically | weeks, Harmon desiring a sale which 
no competition to get machines out | would include his services as pro- 
first | ducer or associate. This phase is still 

Break is expected to come early | being worked on, although the inked 
next year, after the annual coin ma- | pact includes no such provision. 
chine exposition at the Hotel Sher- Story is somewhat in the nature 





man in Chicago, Jan. 13-16. Mills,|0f a followup to Col’s ‘Mr. Smith 
>» ° x : . .= . , 7. ‘Can: > 

goon after that, will put the see-|Goes to Washington’ and ‘Senate 
7 : ». ve ® ’ ativin rant. 
boxes in locations and everydne will | Page Boys. t’s a Satirical treat 


get a chance to learn whether he ment of the supreme court, telling 
has a large-size bonanza on his hands | Of a young new justice who realizes 
or the decade’s biggest flop. he knows the law but not the feel- 

Franchises |ings of the people and sets out to 


What has actually held up produc- | learn, 
tion of boxes and film is manufac- | ak oak : ain , 
turers’ demand that anyone who Hively 8 Hang Out 
wants a franchise, in addition to buy- Hollywood. Dec. 10 
° ( V @ ° . 
ing machines, must make an advance | mitO picked un Tock Sieate’s di. 
payment on film. There's apparently | | eres : 7 = si tatagh ag 
no squawk on passing over a down- | {0 option and assigned ‘Hang 
oe fats es Hi tk 3 «| Out the Moon’ as his next picture 
payment on the boxes, but the boys lee Mealevisk Witness eeeieer 
are reticient about that advance on pee idl sacieintalaias ae SW 
< b. 1idance. 
(Continued on page 15) = ; ae aes 
a pag Hively’s last piloting job was ‘The 
Saint in Palm Springs.’ 
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CATHEDRAL WILL MAKE | 
16MM. CHURCH FILMS 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Cathedral Pictures, headed by the 
Rev. James Friedrich, is giving up 
the general production field to de- 


KOHLMAR’S ‘RELATIONS’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 10 


Kohlmar gets the associate 


Fred 


Boyd heads a troupe of 


Services to Col. 


lof pictures in groups of not more | 


OFTHE DECREE 





Film Buying Services Deemed 
Inevitable as Matter of 
Physical Expediency—. 
Widespread Chains Would | 


| Be on the Bicycle All the’ 


Harry Sherman sent his 34th Hop- | 


Time, Otherwise l 


MAJORS AND INDIES 


are expected to spring up next sum- 
‘one when full-line forcing and 
|blind-selling come to an end, with 
| exploratory considération already 
| being given to the demands that will 
| be made upon the exhibition side of 


BUYING FOR ‘41-42 A WORRY 


+ 








| 
| 
| 


' 
| Buying combinations and services | 


| the fence in lining up film under the | 


new scheme of things. 
‘not a little worry. 


In looking forward to the buying 


It is causing 


|than five, with all features to be 
screened before offered for sale, ex- 
|hibitors are afraid buying will not 


| only cause severe strain but also run 
|into heavy overhead. 


This will be 
true not only for the larger chains 
but also for the little indie who may 
be several hundred miles from the 


nearest exchange. 
Firstly, the pictures will have to 
be seen. Then, it is pointed out, 


some time may be required in ne- 


| gotiating the flock of separate deals 


that will have to be made for any- 
where from one to five features. 
| While it may be that after the first 
year of the decree, exhibitors will 
not look at all pictures before buy- 
ing them, for the 1941-42 season it 
is expected buyers will want to cover 
}as many films as possible to estab- 
lish bargaining powers, clearance, 
etc. The matter of getting cancella- | 
clauses into contracts, not for- 
bidden by the decree, is another 
very important angle. Certain deals 
made for a group of five, 
with the exhib having the right to 
reject one. Such deals might be 
made without the buyer looking at | 
the pictures. 

Later on the attendance at screen- 
ings might be substantially reduced 
except where advance tips would in- 


dicate a_ specific being 


tion 


may be 


picture as 
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DIRECT RESULT 


Columbia, UA and 


Universal Set 


Back in Bitter Legal Wrangling 
To Dodge Amended U.S. Complaint 





Antidote to Agents 


Janet Wooa, assistant eastern 
story editor of Metro, claims to 
have found the real solution for 
scaring agents. 

She appeared in the office last 
week badge (Brad- 
ford, Special Police’—it’s 
genuine), a fancy cartridge belt 
and a cap pistol hanging from 
her side. 


‘Presentation 
Stalls ‘Stars 
Look at M-G 


Problem of handling exhibition of 
‘The Stars Look Down’ is now con- 
tributing to Metro delay, after sev- 
eral false starts, in releasing the film. 
M-G acquired the English-made pic 
for distribution last spring. It stars 
Emlyn Williams and Margaret Lock- 
wood, 


wearing a 


r 
Pa 9 








Metro execs feel the film must be | 


‘presented’ in the proper way, and 


have been discussing plans to give it | 


importance by preeming it in a few 
towns at a time instead of releasing 
nationally on a single date. Delaying 
the process now are the campaigns 
on ‘Gone with the Wind’ and ‘Phila- 
delphia Story.’ 

If Metro continues to hold ‘Stars,’ 
it will conflict with 20th-Fox’s ‘How 


Green Was My Valley.’ Both are 

about VYelsh coal mining § areas. 
‘Stars’ story is by A. J. Cronin. 

. . 
Mills Grind at Rep. 
Holiywood, Dec. 10. 
Six writers were signed by Re- 
public to do screenplays and treat- 


ments on 


product for the next quar- 


producer assignment on ‘Improper sour or where the exhib is dubious fer, 

Relations,’ slated for a January start | over the quality in the flow of prod- Scribes are Dorrell and Stuart 
| at 20th-Fox. uct from a given distributor. McGow: Bennett Cohen, Jesse 
| Victor Heerman and Sara Mason At the outset and dependent on! Lasky, Jr., Richard Murphy and Milt 

wrote the story (Continued on page 23) Gross 





vote itself exclusively to 16 mm. re- — 





ligious films for use in Sunday 
schools. Outfit, organized last year, 
produced one 35 mm. picture, which 
was sold to 20th-Fox. 

Program calls for 24 shorts, to be 
screened in churches next vear 
Three subjects, ‘The Prodigal Son,’ 
‘A Certain Nobleman’ and ‘A Child 
of Bethlehem,’ have been completed 
Dr. Friedrich, an Episcopal 
figures on a potential field of 

in this country alon 


pastol 


200,000 

Eddie Clarke, Theatrical 
Lawyer, Killed in Crash 
Edward J. Clarke, 38, 


attorney 


connected with O’Brien, Driscoll & 

Pa ft ay, * x 

Raftery since his Fordham Law 
School days in 1923, was killed ]} . 


Wednesday (4) when the car he was 
driving crashed into a pillar at 
Broadway and 219th street, N. Y. 
Funeral was held in Parrington, | 
Conn., on Monday (8). | 
_ Clarke graduated from Holy Cross 
in 1923, and joined O'Brien, Driscoll 
& Raftery the same year while at- 
tending law school. He was admitted 
to the bar in 1926 and handled much 


of his firm’s theatrical business. 
Mother, widow and two sisters sur- 
vive, 








Hall’s ‘Bedtime Story’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
_ Alexander Hall gets the director 
job on ‘Bedtime Story,’ a B. P. 
Schulberg production at Columbia 
William Perlberg was original] 
ned to the chore but m« ti 
‘N-Fox as associate producer. ——— 
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A drawnout verbal battle between 
attorneys for Columbia, United Arte 
ists and Universal and the Departe 
|ment of Justice on Thursday (5) re- 
| sulted in a complete victory for the 
Government in N. Y. federal court, 
and left attorneys for the majors 
with the empty satisfaction of hav- 
ing said the most and being the most 
vehement, but losing the battle. Oc- 
|}casion was an attempt on the part 
|of the ‘little three’ to prevent the 
Government from filing an amended 
complaint against them 
Judge Henry Warren Goddard, 
trial judge of the suit, after listening 
|to arguments pro and con, declared 
ithat despite the pleas of major film 
|company counsel, they had failed to 
{show that the U. S. was not entitled 
to refile its suit; and that after that 
had been done, the arguments could 
be renewed in an application to dis- 
miss. Thereupon judge signed 
the formal order allowing the suit to 
| be filed. 

At the outset of the proceedings, 
Robert L. Wright, special assistant to 
the attorney general speaking for the 

| Government, outlined the new ac- 
tion and declared that of the new 
points included, the most important 
were the remarks addressed to 
charges -that the defendants had 
favored unaffiliates, as well as affili- 

|} ated theatres. 

Louis D. Frohlich was the first 
speaker for the defense, the Colum- 
bia attorney first seeking a dismissal 
of the old suit, brought in July, 1938. 
This the court denied immediately, 
whereupon Frohlich, shifting gears, 
attacked the right of the Depart- 
ment of Justice to file an amended 
complaint. 

‘Not in Good Faith’ 

‘This application 
the Government is 
faith, and the has no 
right to present this petition to the 
court in view of the consent decree,’ 
remarked the attorney. ‘The original 
consent decree recognized one basic 


7% 

+. -—_——__ -—_— 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the 


to the court by 
not made in good 
Government 


evil in the industry, that of control 
of theatres, and as a specific remedy 
ought divorcement The five thea- 
tre-owning con e have been 


“ 


lropped, leaving the Government 


with no case,’ said Frohlich, warm- 
ing to his task. He then referred to 
(Continued on page 25) 


1206 DAMAGE CLAIM 
VS. MAJORS IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 10 


te tf ) nad to aban- 
aor Esq € l ) re eater, 
if te ! é Ir ig 
Ee in 
! T - 

‘ M ( ) 
i ry 
soni 
H 120 ) 
} 
I f 
{ to 
nno t # 2 ! 
cour e]. 

Gillman bo sht the E quire from 
3ennie Berger, who, however. re- 
mained on the lease, subletting to the 
purchaser. When Gillman abandoned 
the house it went back to Berger, 
who now is operating it again. je- 
fore quitting, Gillman darkened the 
Esquire and it was shuttered for seve 
eral days with an announcement in 
front to the effect that it ould ree 
main closed unt suitable p reg 
are available 


Burton’s Double Duty 
Holly wood, Dec. 10. 


David Burton, currently working 
on a story treatment of ‘Private 
Nur e.”” wa a] f cd tO lirect the 

sooteny 3 < LT " trel n ya me 

i Ul I 
B i J e is slated to play the 
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Film Cos., Via Disks, May Be No.1 U.S. 
Harbinger ¢ of Latin-American Goodwill 


The American film oo would | Life Encores Publicity 
beco ti satest single instru- | 
aa tot apeending ‘ Break for ‘Kitty Foyle’ 


ment for spreading the Yankee good- | 
neighbor policy in Latin-America if | 
presently considered plans of foreign | 
department publicists are carried 
into effect. It’s one of the basic ideas | 


. : : | first and was a particularly inter- 
incorporated into the radio broad- esting reader feature. Original break | 
casting plan advanced several weeks 


|came shortly after Christopher Mor- 





break in Life mag on ‘Kitty Foyle.’ 


ago by David Blum, ad-publicity | ley’s novel came out, when the mag 
chief in Metro’s foreign department. took a girl model and put her 

Radio dissemination of goodwill |through many of the actions de- | 
between U. S. and Latin-American 





scribed in the sfory. 

Last week, Life showed that di- 
,rector Sam Wood had made use of 
many of the magazine pictures in 
having his sets designed and plan- 
ning his screen story. Surprising 
30-minute) disc programs made each resemblance could be noted, too, be- 
week by the entire picture business. | tween Life’s model, Carol Lorell, 

Idea now is to have an all-industry | and Ginger Rogers, who plays the 
transcribed broadcast weekly, with 
additional features of the program 
to include institutional type publicity | 


nations would consist principally of | 
three-minute interviews between 
American and Latin-American gov- 
ernment officials. Such chats would 
be incorporated into the brief (15 or 


tured on the cover. 














‘Kitty Foyle’ Teeing 





for the American film trade. Pro- | 
Americas and released simultane- 
ously. 
Distribution of such disc programs B bi; Co d 
ambi’; Cost Clippe 
and Central America, would give ae 
the U. S. probably more sweeping _ Holly wood, mae, 
coverage than possible from any Walt Disney’s ‘Dumbo,’ first fea- 
on two angles of the proposed radio is slated for release ahead of ‘Bambi,’ 
setup: (1) As to whether the disc | which went into work two years 
radio idea is feasible and could be | earlier when departments of the car- 
by the results accomplished in de- | | started a year ago with all depart- 
veloping goodwill both for the U. S. | ments working in one plant, and is 
picture business and the U. S. gov- | being readied for spring distribution, 
company foreign department officials | be released until autumn. 
last week listened to sample short- New picture is costing around 
wave programs prepared by National | $1,000,000, in contrast to the high 
quality of the sample shortwaver, | Wharfs’ ran up a bill of $1,600,000, 
the cost angle on shortwave broad- | ‘Pinocchio’ cost approximately $2,- 
casts and number of _iisteners | Saneee and ‘Fantasia’ well above the 
has been slowed up by the need of 
added scenes and a few technical 
problems caused by the synchroniza- 
Off i In Philly Dec. 7 | plays a live role in the cartoon, 
|cannot be recalled for added scenes 
Philadelphia. Dec. 10. until he finishes his current role in 
Boyd here, with members of the cast ee rap Bop lean to run until the 
expected to attend. It will mark the 7 aes" 
first big-time preem held here since | capa 


grams would be sent in disc form to | Disney’s ‘Dumbo’ Gets 
by the exchange systems most Amer- 
other business or agency. _ture-length cartoon to be produced 
put into effect on a workable basis, | toon outfit were scattered around 
ernment. | while ‘Bambi,’ 
Broadcasting Co. While some execu- | budgets on Disney’s other long car- 
reached is holding up approval on | $2,000,000 mark. 
| tion of live action with pen-and-ink 

World preem of RKO’s ‘Kitty |‘Nice Girl’ at Universal. Originally 

Hollywood went in for the mass GEO. BROWN HEADS PAR 





local stations through the Latin- : 
Earlier Release Than 

ican major companies have in South 

Film companies are now checking entirely in the new Burbank plant 
and (2) If the cost would be justified | five separate studios. ‘Dumbo’ was 

In the meantime, several major | preliminary work in 1937, will not 
tives reacted favorably to the high | toons. ‘Snow White and the Seven 
NBC’s proposition. Work on ‘The Reluctant Dragon’ 

sequences. Robert Benchley, 

Foyle’ will be held Dec. 27 at the | scheduled to wind up in January, 
movement of stars for unveilings. 


The Stanley- Warner Co., 
of the Boyd, 


operators 
caused plenty of eye- 





| 
brow lifting «1 newspaper circles | 
when the exploitation department | 
worked a tieup for the film with the Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Evening Bulletin, one of the most George Brown, veteran publicity- 
conservative dailies in the U. S. A advertising executive, has been 
serial version of ‘Kitty Foyle’ began named director of publicity at the 


Paramount 
Lewis, 
plant. 

At the same time Blake McVeich. 
for many years with Warners and 
previously in New York 
mount, goes in as head of press re- 
lations. McVeigh left WB several 
months ago to freelance and: handled 


studio, succeeding 
ho wever, 


Cliff 


in the Bulletin yesterday (Monday) 
remains at the 


and will continue until the picture 
opens. 


who, 


Plans are being made for selling 
out the entire opening performance 
to the Emergency Aid, society out- 
fit, with the proceeds possibly going 
to British War Relief. 


eee merenecres publicity on the MHollywood-for- | 

9° ‘ ; Roosevelt campaign 

DX ing Convoy Preem During the past year Brown has 
been a unit publicity man at War- 

; ners, last being assigned to Frank 

San Francisco, Dec. 10. Capra’s ‘Meet John Doe.’ For eight 

Murphy McHenry in town and out years he was director of advertising 
again in effort to promote interna- for Universal at its home office. He 


tional radio hookup for U. S. preem 
of ‘Convoy’ at Golden Gate here 
Wednesday (11). Plans call for 
British actors who will attend preem 
to broadcast greetings to England. 

thers are expected to cut in from 


was also for 
of publicity 
Me ts 


several years in charge 
for Columbia, both in 
and here. 


‘Santa Fe’s s Vox Pop Cast 





a. 

Those sought for ethering include | | 
Louis Hayward, Allan Mowbray, From Par Special Train 
Binnie Barnes, Herbert Marshall, 

Brian Aherne, Joan Fontaine, C. | Special Paramount publicity train 


Aubrey Smith and Montague Love. 


Dillenbeck Not Retiring 

While his future plans are indefi- 
nite, A. O. Dillenbeck, vice-president 
and a director of Buchanan & Co., ad 
agency, will not retire, as has been | 
assumed. He sold his stock age * 
in Buchanan, amounting to 28%, 


John D. Hertz, Jr., and Thomas . 
Buchanan, 


will pause at 4:30 p.m. Pacific time 
rat Barstow, California, Thursday 
| (12) for a radio broadcast from the 
observation car. Parks Johnson and 
Wallace Butterworth will do one of 
their Penn ‘Tobacco Vox 
broadcasts, interviewing Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Haviland and other Holly- 
woodites enroute to Sante Fe, New 
Mexico, for the film debut of ‘Santa 
Fe Trail.’ Show hits the CBS net- 
work. 





president. Nate Tufts, of Ri uthrauff & Ryan, is 
On stepping out of Buchanan Jan. plage west fron new York to han 
1, Dillenbeck will take a vacation, e the train bro: ast. 


part in the film. She also was pic- | 


| 


’ | 


| 


RKO last week got its second big | 


i This one resulted directly from the | 


——— 


2-Gun B.O. 


Various forms of firearms can 
serve this week in lieu of regu- 
lar admission prices, to gain 
entry to he Globe theatre on 
Broadway. 

It’s not an invite to yeggmen, 
merely a tieup with an organ- 
ization shipping the weapons to 
Britain for civilian defense use. 
Pic is the British-made ‘Black- 
out.” Contributions of binocu- 
lars and steel helmets are also 
being accepted for cuffo admit- 
tance. 








EXHIBS GROWL 


AT KSTP'S 30c 
AUD SHOW 


Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 
Paul exhibitors are protesting 





St. 


| to the municipal government because 


{of the KTSP Saturday 


‘shows at the Municipal Auditorium. 


These are attracting turnaway | 
crowds of 3,000 and cutting into their | 
| business, it’s claimed. As though 
radio competition in itself isn’t bad 


enough, the exhibitors point out, a 
‘radio station goes in for what virtu- 


ally amounts to theatre opposition. 


| At 30c, including tax, a three-hour | 
| variety show is offered—only one 
| hour of which is broadcast. 


In bringing the matter before 
Northwest Allied to determine what 





| 


' section of Philly, ruling that the area 


| 





night stage | 


H 
| 
| 


| day 
jare William Z. Porter, 


Show Biz Moves to Philly This Week 
For Variety Club » Party; Pix Briefs 


——- ——__—__ 


Philadelphia, Dec. 10. |ing Fred Myers, Jr. Robert Blotky 

Postmaster -General Frank C.| becomes new assistant booker. Helen 
Walker will top the list of celebrities | Huber will succeed Anna Harri ngton 
at the sixth annual dinner of Variety | who leaves due to ill health. , 


Club, Tent 13 at the Bellevue-Strat- Schine’s’ Riviera and Granada: a. 
ford hotel, Thursday (12). Others to} Buffalo, held special ceremonies to 
grace the dais will be Barney Bala- | celebrate reopenings after redecora- 


‘ban, Spyros Skouras, William F.| tion and renovation, 


| Rodgers, Ned E. Depinet, Tom Con- Orpheum, Buffalo, formerly ma n- 
-nors, Andy Smith, Jr., Joseph Bern- | aged by Jimmy Wallingford for J. 1. 
hard, Arthur Kelly, Postmaster Jo-| McGrane, owner, taken over by 
seph Gallagher of Philly, Mayor) Howard Lurie w ho also operate s the 
Robert E. Lamberton, Gov. Arthur H.| Lincoln, Rochester, and Phelps. 
Hott: and former Gov. Harold E. Phelps. 
| Hoffman of New Jersey. ——— 

City Council has nixed Abe Sab- | Sharp Chain’s Acquisition 
losky’s proposed house in the Stenton | Regina, Sask., Dec. 10 


The Sharp circuit has taken over 
Was zoned as a Class D (residential) | the Black Diamond, Alberta, hall and 
‘section. Sablosky is skedded to ap-/| Will use it as a picture house under 
peal to the courts. the management of Harry Patten. 
Film Exchange Employees Union, 
| Local B-7, will hold elections on Fri- 
(13). Candidates for president 
Monogram, 





B. S. Moss’ Development 
B. S. Moss, who owns various valu- 
jable sites adaptable to theatre pro- 
and Harry O. Cohen, RKO. |motion, some of which he acquired 
The local Allied unit last week pre- | more than 10 years ago, has com- 
sented a scroll in memory of Simon |!pleted plans for what he calls an 
Libros, Vine streeter, who died early |amusement center in Forest Hills. 
last month. L. I., where he will build a theatre 
Children of Warner employees in!as well as a roof-garden restaurant 
Great Britain who are domiciled with | with a sliding roof for open-air danc- 


|local workers of the S-W circuit, ing and dining, stores, etc. 

| were guests at a party at the Warner | The Forest Hills Realty Corp., of 

| club last week. /which Moss is president has been 
George Kline, formerly associated | formed and the amusement area un- 

| with State, Boyertown, now connect- | der the plan will cover an area of 

ed with premium house of David | 26,000 acres, with the stores to be 

| Starkman. |air-cooled and constructed in the 


| have joined the Navy. 


A raft of Stanley-Warnerites have 


same manner of theatres, 
been called to the colors. 


including 


Nathan |the same acoustical properties of 
| Liberman, Orient; S. W. MacElhone, | picture houses. 
| sign shop; Robert L. Frind, Capitol, | eee 
_Lancaster; I. J. MacFarland, Boyd,!' wR May Unload Lake. Cleve. 


and W. J. Woodworth, Roosevelt, | 


Cleveland, Dec. 10. 
The Army has ip rat Re 


i Warner’s Lake, downtown 900- 
| eee aes m. ae rene yo sa | seater, shuttered by division man- 

OrK, . ° ose, otrand, ully;| ager Nat Wolf after 14 not so hot 
Morris Rutter, Karlton, and W. C. — a , 


can be done, if anything, to curb the | 


opposition, the independent exhibi- 


| tors say that the success of the shows 


which was placed in | 


may lead to their being offered on 
more than one night a week and may 


| result in other stations going in for 
| the same thing. 


What especially irks the exhibitors 


| is the fact that the shows are being 


| the town’s only newspaper, 


given in a municipal building which 
they, as taxpayers, helped to build 
and now partly own, that the shows 
are mainly to earn a profit and that 
the St. Paul Dispatch-Pioneer Press, 
is co- 
sponsoring the shows and plugging | 


|them generously with large gratis 


who | 
| KSTP conceived the 


} 


stage entertainment 


STUDIO'S PUBLICITY: 


ads and plenty of publicity in the 
news columns. 
President Stanley Hubbard of 
idea of the 
shows ‘to supply a deficiency result- 


weeks of grind duals. Ben Schwartz, 





Jacoby, Capitol, York. To the ma-| manager, going back to manage nabe 
| rines went John Radcliff, main office; | Capitol and staff of ushers is being 
| Delbert Davitt, Earle; John J. Ed- apsorbed by WB chain of four 
| wards, Parker, Darby, and Charles houses. It's the third time Warners 
| Price, Earle, Atlantic City. jhas tried .to put across the Lake 
a without much success, leading to re- 

Leon Nelson to Pitt | ports that circuit, which still has a 


| 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. five-year lease on it, may rent it to 
Leon Nelson, of Washington! some restaurant or nitery operators 
| branch, transferred to Pittsburgh of- | for remodeling. 


fice of WB-FN to become Main Line Guy Ellis, assistant manager Hipp, 


|salesman, replacing D. F. (Dinty) | engaged to marry Mary Smith, non- 
| Moore, upped to office managership| pro, Dec. 22...Eddy Perry, projec- 
| with promotion of Bob Dunbar to! tionist at Loew's Park, and wife fly- 
| Cincinnati. where he will head com- | ing to Florida in their own plane for 


ing from the almost total absence of | 


in St. Paul as 
well as for promotional and adver- 
tising purposes,’ he says. David 
Stone, who was announcer and co- 
producer of WSM’s ‘Grand Ol’ Opry’ 
in Nashville, was brought in to act 
as master of ceremonies for the 
KSTP stage shows. Neucleus of the 
performer array is KSTP’s ‘Sunrise 
Roundup’ gang which comes ‘round 
the mountain at 6 o'clock every 


| dawn, excepting Sunday. 


with Para- | 


Pop | 
|}estimated at $40,000. 


| ‘Murder in Air’ 


On their part, 
Paul Dispatch 
harmful effects 
thing’ as far 
concerned. 
of the 
door plumbing zone. 


Hubbard 
officials doubt any 
‘to amount to 
as the film houses are 
They claim that the bulk 


and St. 





FATAL DUAL FEATURE 


and ‘Suicide Legion’ 
Too Much for Oldster 


Milwaukee, Dec. 10. 

Mrs. Philomina Mangini, 74, of 
Chicago, came to Milwaukee to visit 
her daughter, Mrs. Carl Marchi. The 
younger woman, to entertain he 
mother, took her to Fox’s State, 
when suddenly the elder woman ex- 
claimed: 

‘This show is too exciting for me. 
I can’t bear to look at it.’ 

No sooner were the words out of 
her mouth than she toppled over, 


| dead. 


‘Murder in the Air’ and ‘Suicide 
Legion’ made up the double featrre. 





$40,000 THEATRE FIRE 
Salem, N. Y., Dec. 10. 
Fire which followed an explosion 
that blew three large glass windows 
into the street, levelled the Star 
theatre building here causing a loss | 
Cause of the 
explosion and fire, which for a time 


| pany’ s exchange. 

H. R. Wood, Apollo, Pa., exhib, re- | 
tiring after 25 years 1n biz. Veteran 
showman and Mrs. Wood have dis- 
posed of their house, the Woodies, to 
Jcseph Cirpriany, 


vacation. 

Joseph Bernhard, general manager 
of the Warner circuit, arrived here 
today (Tues.) to hold a meeting of 
managers in the entire Ohio area in 


newcomer to ex-j association with Nat Wolf, zone 

| hibition field. |chieftan in this territory, who _ is 

Edward W. Horner, manager of| presiding. Harry Goldberg, adver- 
the Sheraden, Fineman-Shapiro the- | tising head of the Warner chain at 
atre, transferred to circuit’s newest | the h.o., came in with Bernhard 
nabe, Temple in Sheraden. Spot re-| A week ago Bernhi ird had all the 
cently remodeled from old Sherrod | zone managers in New York for a 
Temple. general confab. 

Briefies: John Cenise, asst. mgr. at re egal 
WB Belmar. transferred to Sheridan | Kallett May Add Two 
Square in East Liberty...Jack Judd Ticonderoga, N. Y., Dec. 10. 
organizing independent poster rent- Kallett Theatres, Inc., operators of 


any- | 


audiences comes from the out- | 








ers...Art Himmelein, veteran show- | a chain of about 30 houses In varie 
man, ailing at the home of his! ous cities and villages in New York 
brother, Charlie. in Altoona...Jack | State, including the aeate here, 7 
Hooley shifted from Senator to morn- | negotiating for the Empire, Port 
ing manager at Gardens, sports arena | Henry. and purchase of the Star, also 
operated by Harris interests...Film | Port Henry. The transactions hinge 
Row gang plotting a farewell testi- | toa considerable extent on the the 
monial to Burt Bishop just as soon as | of trustees of the village. since the 
he gets his traveling orders. theatre property is owned by the vil- 
- lage is leased by the Bulwagga 
iin tails Titans Corp. which has. operated thet gown oh 
Buffalo, Dec. 10, | fo a number of years and of whic 
Al Hostler. former manager of The Warner McLaughlin of Ticonderoga 
Glove, Gloversville, transferred by | 5 president. atres ji 
Schine to Rialto, Lockport ; Kallett now ope rate piaangge 
Lincoln Rochester, now under Ticonderoga, Syracuse, Rome tt 
management of George 7 rie = Canajoharie. Oneida and many 0 —— 
| Otto Gratzer. formerly of Sher cities and villages —— York stat 
ut é . n . .- da 
man, has taken over the Jasmine, in | Main office in One! 
Mexico, N. Y. shen 
Mike Wolfish. formerly with Na Calbos’ Milw: aukee — - 
; _c Li I, Hiei t Vitti IN«d= tro et } 
tional Screen, now booking for RKO : t aenge 
Indianapolis ne See Se Dan Calbos, formerly with Saenger 
naan 13S. . T ; -lenns. is house manager ¢ 
Universal replaced J. Reginald | New VETeaee, = which will be 
Wilson with Sylvan Leff as Roches- the new Royal here wh “an a 
ter territory salesman s opened at Christmastime ant ith 
t vi sman. 5] nea- 
Kenneth Blakely exhibiting in ated eee a . ga | The 
Westfield Town Hall temporarily, wes and - 2500 a its on the main 
while rebuildins his Grand. twice > tay A gy f a biggest single 
| aoreeee by fire during meet year moor, has one 0: Ph ey nabe 
si] Br inaugurated new train floors in town althouj ™ 1 kee 
- e1°n0 eal Wada 
in gsc chor )] bs service emplove ES with Calbos forme god was ; Bros. 
Jerry Westergren and Dick Bremmer and N. Y. for a 
in charge of Buffalo operations, and 
é 1 Directors 
ty Pierson and Harry Sweet | ae re Pal, Dec. 10. 
lagara Falls. : . the 
Alfred DiBello reopened his East,! Eleven directors | chos at its as 
Syracuse. after replacement of stage | Variety Club of Buffalo at 1 al 


| helm of Dorothy Domes. 


threatened an entire block of wooden 


structures in the business section, 
not determined. 


The entire contents of the building, 


including print of ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
currently, was destroyed. The thea- 
itre had been recently remodeled, 


Nees 


election this week include Phil Fox, 


and sound equipment destroyed by - 
, . Columbia Pictures; Irving Fried, Tri 


fire. 


| > f nny 
Marlowe. Buffalo, remains closed | State Candy Co.; Geatte Bsmt 
for several weeks during alterations, | Jt-. Capitol; Stanley United Art- 
Maiestic, Rochester, reported re- | Rivoli: Sidney Lehman ): Ralph H 
opening with David Zimmerman, -uc- | ists; Elmer F. + cael —~ a 20th- 
ceeding his father as operator. A |Maw, M-G: Sydney Ww hitemar 
H. Pickard mentioned as operator of Fox; Murray Whiteman. tz, Jubilee: 
the house. Songs: Melvin Schwart7 atic critic 
Andover. Andover, formerly oper- and W. E. J. Martin, dramatic © 


of the Buffalo Courier-Express. 
GREENTHAL’S SUCCESSOR 


Successor to Monroe Green ithal 


ated by Rybak Bros., now under the | 
Star, Tonawanda, being completely 
|rebuilt by F. Sinay. Likewise Star, 


Palmyra, by D. Vlassopulos. ‘exploitation director of United 
Changes in local Paramount ex- Artists wil] be drawn from one of 

change include Eddie Walters who!%; °°” “* tae eumnmnnies 

has taken over Bill Rosenow’s book- | the other major eg gem d he: 

ing job, latter doing salesman stint Greenthal, upped to I pegeaner 

in the Syracuse territory, succeed- ‘is currently interviewing Pt! 


= ES 


— 


et et. oa lee al Sal ae 
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Stase Shows Cushion Chi Grosses: 
‘Letter -Auer-Lynn $35,000, Boles 
Helps Kit, Dulcy -Vaude $16,000 


Chicago, Dec. 10. 

Loop is becoming Jammed with 
the usual pre-Christmas 
which is accounting for a consider- 
able splurge of afternoon business 
in the theatres from femmes wishing 
to rest their weary dogs. But the 
reaction is also felt in the evening 
slump-off, a dip which will undoubt- 
edly be in evidence until after the 
holiday. 

Balaban & Katz and Warners went 
for plenty of copy space on ‘The 
Letter,’ current in the Chicago, and 
the Bette Davis picture is managing, 


in a good fashion, to buck the trend | 


of the season. Word-of-mouth is 
fine, and should aid the box-office 
strength throughout the week. 

Excellence of the Oriental stage 
show is the reason fcr business there 
this week, with the Anita Louise- 
George Givot-Johnny ‘Scat’ 
alignment on the rostrum. 
Boles is back in town, this time at 
the State-Lake, while Mischa Auer 
is holding up the stage portion of 
the Chicago. There is no question 
of the value of the stage this week 
at any of these three houses. 


Palace today (Tuesday) exits 
‘Seven Sinners’ and replaces with 
the ‘Vigilantes’ (U) to head _ its 


double-bill policy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Arise Love’ (Par). Moved here 


from the Chicago and headed to 
okay $5,500 from the femme element. 
Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB) sagged 
aiter a good start, but wound up 


with fair enough $5,900. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— | 


‘Letter’ (WB) and stage show headed 


rushers, | 


Davis | 
John | 





28-44)—‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Nice $5,800 after first week’s $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Dancing Dime’ 
(Par). Showing some strength at 
around $6,800, but unlikely to hold 
over as expected. Last week, ‘Voy- 
age Home’ (UA) and ‘Always Bride’ 
(WB), only average $5,800. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)—‘Bit 
of Heaven’ (U) and vaude. Average 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Caballero’ (20th) 
and Will Rock magic.show, good 
| $7,200. 








156, BUFFALO 
TIP-TOP 


Buffalo, Dec. 10. 
Tallies at the main stem turnstiles 
|are leaning noticeably toward the 
| upside during the present chukker, 








! 


LETTER’ HEFTY 


| 


| witn most of the numerals skirting | 


| the upper brackets. This is all the 


more surprising in view of unsettled | 


weather conditions and the apathy 
| usually in evidence here at this time 
| of the year. 
‘Letter’ is 
| Woody Herman's orchestra is sound- 
ing off for an okay session. ‘Bitter 


by Mischa Auer and Leni Lynn. ; ; / - ; 
Taking down a satisfactory $35,000 | sear ay dualed is also nicely in the 
this week, mostly on matinee | 2/4CK.- : ' 

strength. Last week, ‘Arise Love’ | Estimates for This Week 

(Par) with Frances Langford and | Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
Jon Hall on stage, managed okay | ‘Letter (WB) and Hullabaloo 


$35,500. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Zorro’ (20th). Third week in loop 


after sessions in the Chicago and 
Roosevelt. Current mark indicated 
at $4,000, mild. Last week, ‘How- 


ards’ (Col) finished second loop ses- 
sion to meek $3,800. 


Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)-—— 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G) and vaude, Johnny 
Davis orchestra with Anita Louise 


and George Givot headlining. Good 


business at $16,000. Last week, ‘Pub- | 


lic Deb’ 
Hotel’ unit 
$13,300. 
Palace (RKO) 
‘Seven Sinners’ 
Out Loud’ 


goes off 


‘Hollywood 
snagged fair 


and 


stage, 


(20th) 
on 


(2,500; 
(U) and 
(RKO). 
today 


33-44-66) — 
‘Dreaming 
Double feature 
(10) to be replaced 


by dual headed by ‘Vigilantes’ (U). | 
. to 


(U) double 
excellent in 


‘Sinners’ 
$10,500, 
weather. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). Getting 
the younger element, but still would 
have been better for a holiday run. 
Not getting what it should at $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Zorro’ (20th) finished 
second loop session to $6,300, mild. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44) 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and vaude. John 
Boles headlining on stage, and ac- 
counting for a husky share of the 
indicated $15,500, bright enough 
Last week, ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ 
(M-G) and Harry James orchestra 
on stage tagged $14,700, okay. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75) ‘Escape’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Holding to $7,500 after man- 
aging good $10,800 last week. 


‘NELLIE’ 9G TOPS K. C., 
‘LETTER’ FAIR $6,800 


Kansas City, Dec.10 
Most houses are doing fairly well 


finishing 


this time and 


sut none has any asserted strength 
It’s partly attributed to the mer- 
chants’ association which has gen- 
erated the Xma pirit earlier than 
usual by having the down town | ' 
tores open Thursday evenings fot 
the past couple of months. 

Out in front is ‘Nellie Kelly’ at 


the Midland on a dual bill, which is 
doing nicely but not particularly big. 
‘The Letter’ is drawing drama fol- 
lowers to the Orpheum for a good 
week, but will be doubtful of a hold- 


over. Worthy of special note is 
Arise. My Love’ which is staving 


for a second seven days at the New- 
man, and is not far behind the first 
veek’s take. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
vest) (820: 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘Night 
Tropics’ (U). Will have a tough 
ne holding out a full week as re- 
‘urns are very low, $5,200, slowest 
In some time. Last week, ‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ (20th) (2d wk.), lively $5,500. 
Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
Woli Date’ (Col). At $9,000 good, 
but not big. Last week, ‘Escape’ 
(M-G) and ‘Won't Talk’ (Col). 
stacked up to better than usual total, 
$10,000 
Newman (Paramount) 


(1,900; 10- 


| (M-G). Looks like straight films are 
| drawing as well here as stage pvre- 
'sentations. Indicates for over hefty 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Arise Love’ 
(Par) and Gene Krupa orchestra, as 
expected, $15,000, good enough. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Murder 
New York’ (20th). Hitting neat clip. 
| Maybe $10,000. Last week, ‘North 
West Mounted’ (Par) (2d wk.), ex- 
cellent $7,600. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Tug- 
| boat Annie’ (WB) and ‘Lucky Cisco 
Kid’ (20th). Offish, around $6,500. 


up substantially and | 





THIRD FINGER’ 


Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and | 


(2d run), on 


to perky 


‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) 
move-over stepped up 
| $7,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 

‘Girls Under 21’ (Col) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Date’ (Col). Looks like over 
$7,500, sturdy. Last week, ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U) and ‘Meet Wildcat’ (U), 
wobbly $5,500. 

20th Century 
40)-—‘Laddie’ 
Herman orchestra. 
around $11,000 Last week, ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) and ‘God’s Country’ 
(Rep), a lull at just over $5,000. 


(3,000; 30- 
(RKO) and Woody 
Doing okay at 


(Dipson ) 


BLACKSTONE-‘SUEZ’ BIG 
$16,000 IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Dec. 10. 
Biz here is continuing rather mild, 


with healthy action only on week- 
ends and not enough to help mat- 
;ters greatly. Lone exception this 


week is the combo Hipp, which after 
a stretch of uneventful doings is 
emerging with a bang thanks to he- 
roic help being given ‘South of Suez’ 
by Blackstone and his magic show. 

Well sold in advance and made to 
yrder ’s family trade, ma- 
layout is drawing 
Some mild ac- 
‘Little 
> but 


for house’s 
i n’s elaborate 
and night. 
j being chalked up by 
Nellie Kelly,’ at Loew’s Century 
rest of town is rather blah. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) At- 
tracting some fairish response. Might 


ham Aay 
( l lay 


alSo 


reach $9,000. Last week, ‘Escape’ 
(M-G). solid $14,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15 - 28 - 39 - 44 - 55-66)—-‘South Suez’ 


(WB) nlus Blackstone on stage. Al- 
wavs a money-getter here, magician 
drawing one of best grosses in 
weeks at big $16,000. Last week, 
‘Escape Glory’ (Col) plus vaude, fell 
way down at $9,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Trail Vigilantes’ (Par). 
Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after a week 
of ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) to very mild 
34.300. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581: 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (3d wk) 
Holding very nicely to indicated 


is 


$4,000, after good total of $15,400 for ' 


first brace. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Lady Red Hair’ (WB). Getting 
mild response at $8.000. Last week. 
second of ‘Letter’ (WB). added all- 
right $7,900 to big opening round at 
$16,300. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 12 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(9th wk.). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(Sth wk.). 

Bryant—‘Lady 
(Col) (9). 

(Reviewed in Vartery, Aug. 7) 

Capitol—‘Third Finger, Left 
Hand’ (M-G) (11), 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 16) 


Criterion—‘Gallant 
(M-G) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 13) 

Globe—‘Dispatch from Reu- 
ters’ (WB), (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 25) 

Music Hall—'Thief of Bagdad’ 
(UA) (2d wk.). 
Paramount—‘Moon Over Burma’ 
(Par) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 16) 


(UA) 


in Question’ 


Sons 


Rialto—'Trail of the Vigi- 
lantes’ (U) (2d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘Little Men’ (RKO) 
(2d wk.). 

Roxy—‘Tin Pan Alley (4th 
wk.). 


Strand—‘The Letter’ (WB) (4th 
wk.). 
Week of Dec. 19 
Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(10th wk.). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(6th wk.). 


(UA) 


Capitol—‘Third Finger, Left 
Hand’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Criterion—‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) 


(18). 
(Reviewed in Vartery, Oct. 30) 


Music Hall—‘No, No Nanette’ 
(RKO). 


Paramount—‘Love Thy Neigh- 


e bor’ (Par) (18), 


Rivoli—‘Victory’ (Par) (25). 

Roxy—‘One Night in Tropics’ 
(20th). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 6) 


Strand—‘Santa Fe Trail’ 
(WB) (20). 








346, HUB 
SLOW 


Boston, Dec. 10. 
Finger, Left Hand’ is 
here as other film 
down under impact 
product and the pick-up 
Christmas shopping. 
Mounted’ held 
the Met. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Third 
winner 
slow 


the 
houses 


in early 
‘Northwest 


over on dual bill at 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—Fargo Kid’ (RKO) and ‘Peppers 
Trouble’ (Col), with stage show, four 
days; and ‘Rain’ (UA) and ‘Hell’s 
Crossing’ (UA) (both re-issues), 
three days. Aiming at mild $7,500. 


Last week, ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) and 
stage show, four days; and ‘Howards 
Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Bit of Heaven’ 
(U), three days, $12,000, good. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Street 
Memories.’ Pallid $4,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Tug- 
boat (WB) (‘both continued 
run from Met), $7,000. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) 
39-44-55 )—‘Little Men’ (RKO) I 
‘Night Tropics’ (U). On the A 
side, around $10,000 Last week, 
‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Pa 


Annie’ 
ANNIE 


(2,907; 28- 
d 


in 


tor 

Hall’ (UA), okay $16,200 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367 35 
44-65)—‘Northwest Mounte Par) 
and ‘Youth Served’ (20th) (2d wk) 
Around $17,000, good First eek 


$22,000, big. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 28-39-44 
55)—‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare Crisis’ (M-G). Drew standee 
biz over the weekend, and heading 
for nifty $18.500. Last week, ‘Bitter 


Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Kit Carson’ (UA), 
socko $20,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55) -——-‘South Suez’ (WB) = and 
‘Street Memories.’ Tepid $6,000 ex- 
pected. Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) 


and ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), both con- 
tinued run from two weeks at Met, 
very good $9,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 28-39-44- 
90)—‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) (both 2d run). Around 


$4.000. Last week, ‘Melody Ranch’ 
(Rep) (1st run) and ‘Arise Love’ 
(Par) (3d run), $5,300. 


State (Loew) (3,600: 28-39-44-55 )— 


‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
Crisis’ (M-G). Will go to $15,500, 
very good. Last week. ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) 


$16,500 


| 
| 


| ness 


N.Y. OK Despite Santa's Advent; 
‘Bagdad Fine $90,000, ‘Letter’ Plus 
Ozzie-Bogart 356; ‘Cristo: Weak 206 





(Best Exploitation: Music Hall) 

Though it is just two weeks until 
Christmas. the general tone of busi- 
in the downtown New York 
theatres is very good. Only in a 
couple spots are the customers few 
and far between, this very possibly 


| being due in part to the draught of 
ithe stronger shows. Among the latter 


j}are holdovers as 


well as new pic- 
tures. 

‘Thief of Bagdad,’ a new entry, is 
| bringing a lot of customers into the 
Music Hall, where a fine $90,000 is in 
| prospect. Two other films. on first 
weeks, are faring poorly. These are 
| ‘Little Men,’ which is sadly spurned 


| at less than $10,000 at the Rivoli, and 


| change 


of weak | 


‘Son of Monte Cristo,’ which re- 
| turned the Cap to its regular weekly- 
policy last Wednesday (4). 
‘Cristo’ went out last night after 
seven days that produced only $20,- 
000. Riv is forced to hold ‘Little 
Men’ in spite of its lack of pull, not 
wanting to sacrifice ‘Victory,’ which 
| is set for Dec. 25. Cap opens ‘Third 
| Finger, Left Hand’ today (Wed.). 


| As an indication of how folks seek | 


out shows, the little grind Rialto is 
packing ’em in for around $11,500 
with ‘Trail of the Vigilantes.’ This 


| will be the best take for the house | 


| since last spring. 
| In starting its third week of 
| ‘Letter’ and Ozzie Nelson Friday (6), 


ithe Strand booked Humphrey Bogart, | 


Mayo Methot and two other acts on 
|the show. Result is that added 
| strength was lent the boxoffice for a 
probable week of $35,000, only $6,000 
behind the second stanza. 


| Juggling of the bookings also oc- 
|curred at the Paramount, where 
| plenty of added shekels have been 
snared during the past seven days. 
For the fifth week of ‘North West 
| Mounted,’ which ended last night 
(Tues.), the house put in a new stage 
show, including Ray Herbeck, Rose- 
{mary Lane and Ink Spots. Result 
was a gross of $33,000, same as for 
the fourth week of ‘North West’ 


when Glen Gray’s band held the 
stage. In opening ‘Road to Burma’ 
today ‘(Wed.), house carries over 


Herbeck, Miss Lane and Ink Spots, 
plus Henny Youngman, added. 
Par plays this show 6% days, de- 
| parting from policy to open ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor’ and Tommy Dorsey at 
8:30 Tuesday night (17) on a special 
preem. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (1,012; 75 - 85 - $1.10 - $1.65 - 


| $2.20)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (9th week). 
For six days through Monday (9) 
on the eighth week $8,500, mildish. | 


The full seventh week was $11,000. 
Dubious to remain here much 
longer but plan is to carry picture 
through holidays at least. 
| Broadway (1,895: 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (4th 
week ) Seats easier to obtain but 
till close to capacity. Last week 
| (3d) was $27.000, excellent. 

Capitol (4,520; 28-44-55-85-$1.10) 
‘Son of Monte Cristo’ (UA). Out 
after lacklustre week, only $20,000. 
Final (7th) week for ‘Dictator’ (UA) 
at scale of 75c and $1.10, close to 
$32,000, good ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) 
opens today (Wed.) 


Criterion (1,662: 28-44-55-65 )—‘Hit 


Parade’ (Rep). On the week through | 
) good at $8.500, re- | 


last night ‘Tue 
placed today 
Sons’ (M-G) 
to $8.000. o.k. 
Globe (1,180 


by ‘Gallant 
(M-G), near 


(Wed.) 
‘Dulcy’ 


25-35-55 )—‘Despatch 
from Reuters’ (WB) in today 
(Wed.) three days ahead of 
ule. ‘Blackout’ (UA) went 11 
ing $11,000 for good profit 
Palace (1,700; 28-35-55) Se 
Sinner U) 2d run) and ‘Bank 


moves 


days, 


,0orro’ 
(WB), 
eight 


Annie’ 


2d rur vere $8,500 on 


Paramount (3,664: 35-55-85-99) 


Road to Burma’ (Par) (lst week) 
and Ray Herbeck, Rosemary Lane, 
Ink Spots (2d week), plus Henny 
Youngman (lst week). This is the 
show starting today (Wed.), follow- 


ing five sock weeks with ‘Mounted?’ | 


(Par). With Herbeck, Miss Lane 
and Ink Spots on their first week, 
together with Red Skelton on his 


fifth, final lap was $33,000. 

the same as the gross for the fourth 

week of picture and Glen Gray. 
Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 


55-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Thief of Bagdad’ 
(UA) and stage show. Rolling along 


at fine gait 


abouts, 


for $90.000 there- 
‘lally good for this time 
of year, and will hold. Last week, 
second fer ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G), 
$64,000. disappointing drop from the 
first when scoring $88,000 


or 


te spec 


Rialto (750: 28-44-55)——‘Trail Vigi- 
lantes’ (U). Doing exceptionally well 
‘or 3 mall-seater. $11.500 heing 

r = dit ure eight 
| Ja Sire 


sched- | 


This is | 


of Cairo’ (U) went but six days for 
light $5,000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99 )—‘Little 
Men’ (RKO). A shock booking for 
this house and it’s plenty of a shock 
at less than $10,000. The third (final) 
week for ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) less 
than $11,000, also not good though it 
had two prior satisfactory weeks as 
cushioner. ‘Victory’ (Par) opens 
Christmas morning (25). 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85 )—‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th) and stage show (3d 
wk). Holding up well against strong 
competition at $30,000 or over and 
i will remain a fourth round. The 
| second week was unusually stout at 
$45,000, compared with a sock $55,000 
for the first over Thanksgiving. 
| State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
| ‘Long Voyage Home’ (UA) (2d run) 
and Jimmie Lunceford, Marty May, 
Vass Family on stage. No complaints 

exist here, with $22,000 or bit over 
sighted, good. Last week the gross 
hit nearly $21,000 with ‘Westerner’ 
| (UA) (2q run) and Van Alexander, 
Hartmans, Cross and Dunn. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99) — 
, ‘Letter’? (WB) and Ozzie Nelson, 
Harriet Hilliard (3d wk), plus 
Humphrey Bogart, Mayo Methot, 
others (lst wk). Addition of Bogart 
and Miss Methot, together with two 
| other acts, meaning added draught 
at probable $35,000. This is not far 
behind the strong $41,000 scored last 
week (2d), that in turn being close 
to the $47,500 hit on the first stanza. 
| Present show remains a fourth week. 





‘ALLEY’ MERRY $8,200, 
MEMPHIS PRETTY DULL 


Memphis, Dec. 10. 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ is playing a merry 
tune on Loew’s Palace cash register. 
And it’s the only thing in town gare 
nering an extra nickel at the b.o. 
Warner’s reissue of ‘Here Comes 
| the Navy’ is bettering expectations, 
| however, and considerably ahead of 
‘Escape to Glory’ at the New Malco 
or ‘Dr. Kildare’s Crisis’ at Loew’s 
State. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 

| 44)—‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Good 
for about $3,000. Last week, ‘Bitter 
Sweet’ (M-G), $6,000, fine. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300: 10-33-44) 
| — Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (reis- 
| sue). War scare upping this revival 
| to $4,200. Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB), 
| $6,500, nice. 
| New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
| 33-44)-——‘Escape Glory’ (Col). Netted 

good notices but lack of names hold- 
jing it to $3,200. Last week, ‘Ari- 
| zona’ (Col), $7,700, swell. 
Loew’s Palace (Loew) 











(10-33-44) 


‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) A sock 
i here to $8,200 on all-round raves. 
Last week, ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO), 


$6,800, hooray. 

Strand (Lightman) 
‘Ride, Tenderfoot'’ (Rep) three days; 
‘Margie’ (U), two days: and ‘Meet 
Wildcat’ (U), two days Swell 
$1,900 Last week, ‘Burma’ (Par) 
(2d run), three days: ‘Sandy Man’ 
(U), two day Queen Yukon’ 
(Mono), two days, $1,700, about a 


expected 


(10-22-33) — 


| ‘ESCAPE’ 21G, B’KLYN 


| 


‘Mounties’ 3d Good $16,000— Angels’ - 
‘Red Hair’ Strong 18G 


Brooklyn, Dec. 10 
Maj magnet in downtown sector 
eek L, Met lit 
h s ‘Escape’ and ‘Over the 
Moon Fabian Paramount in third 
week of ‘North West Mounted Police 
and ‘Father Is a Prince’ will also 
come through with nifty figure. 
Brisk biz at Fabian Fox, a well, 
with ‘Angels Over Broadway’ and 
‘Lady with Red Hair.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50)— 
‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Murder New 
i York’ (20th). Dullish $14,000. Last 


(RKO) 
(U), nice $16,000. 


week, ‘Tso Many Girls’ 
| Give Us Wings’ 


and 


Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)— 
‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and ‘Red 
| Hair’ (WB). Strong $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and 
‘Cherokee’ (Par), attractive $16,000. 

Met (Loew's) (3,618: 25-35-50)— 
|‘Escape’ (M-G) ‘and ‘Over Moon’ 
| (UA). Peachy $21,000. Last week, 
‘Voyage Home’ (UA) and ‘Wyoming’ 


(M-G), good $20,000 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25-35- 


90-65 )—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 
and ‘Father Prince’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Good $16,000. Last week, profitable 
$19,000. 

Strand 25-35-40) — 


(WB) (2,870; 


‘Nobody's Childre (Col) and ‘Great 
Plane Robbery’ (Col) Peaceful 
$4.000 Last weel Nobody’s Sweet- 
heart’ U) nd ‘Street Memories’ 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 11, 1919 





Flu KO's Frisco; ‘Nellie’ $15,000, 
Riches -Vaude $12,000, ‘Alley’ 3d 71,6 





-_---—- --- ? 


San Francisco, Dec. 10 

Flu epidemic here is murderous, | 
Parents keeping their kids home in 
droves, with Hal Neidus at the Or- 


pheum reporting exactly six juves 
all day on his opening this week, 
Friday night takes, which = cus- | 
tomarily jump with end of school 
week, have dropped sharply past 
two weeks. Theatres themselves | 
have been left short-staffed with | 


many members of the house crews | 
bedded. 


Smart showmanship by George | 
Boles in whipping his regulation 
vaude into an ‘Argentine Follies 


credited for any biz the house is do- 
ing, this week's opening being aided 


by preview of ‘No, No, Nannette’ | 
with Anna Neagle and George 
Schaefer, RKO prexy, in audience. 


Arch Bowles varied his moveover 
setup this week, shifting the profita- 
ble ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) to the 
Paramount while the Warfield bill | 
went into the St. Francis. Also try- 
ing a revival at the Warfield, using 
‘Here Comes the Navy’ (WB). 
‘Great. Dictator’ (UA) gives up the 
ghost at the United Artists after four 
weeks to make way for ‘Kit Carson’ | 
(UA) Wednesday (11). | 
Estimates for This Week | 

Fox ‘(F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— | 
‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s | 
Crisis’ (M-G), Aided by such gags | 
as turning an orphan into queen for | 
a day, will buck flu germs for satis- 
factory $15.000. Last (2d) week, 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Haunted | 





Honeymoon’ (M-G), swell $12.000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 39-44- | 
55)—‘Remedy Riches’ (RKO) and 
Argentine Follies on stage. Smart 
selling of this home-made unit plus 
an opening night preview of ‘No, 
No, Nannette’ «RKO) with Anna | 
Neagle and George Schaefer in audi- | 
ence, may bring in $12,500, nice un- 
der circumstances. Last (2d-final) 
week of ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO), 
better than hoped for at $9,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
— ‘Escape Glory’ (Col) and ‘Margie’ 
(U). Dismal $6.500 at best. Last 
week, ‘Night Tropics’ ‘U) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Date’ (Col), did better at 
$8.000. 

Paramount (F-WC) 
50)—‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). Moved 
down from Fox, making third week 
on Market St. Fair $7,500. Last 
week, holdover of ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
(M-G) and ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th), 
okay $8,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) 
50)—‘Red Hair’ (WB) and ‘East 
River’ (WB) (‘(moveover). Average 
$5,000. Ditto last week on 3d-final 
sesh of ‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ (Rep). 

Wnited Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 75- 
$1.10-$1.35) — ‘Dictator’ (UA) (4th 
wk.). About $7,000 on the wind-up. 
Never did really catch on, but prob- 
ably did better per capita here than 
in most cities due to excellent sell- 
ing by Charlies Schlaifer. Last (3d) 
week, $10,000. Wednesday (11), ‘Kit 
Carson’ (UA) coimes in. 

Warfleld (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) 
—'‘Comes Navy’ (WB) (re-issue) and 
‘Always Bride’ (WB). Timeliness of 


(2.740; 35-40- 


(1,475: 





Navy angle may result in fair $7,500 | 


‘Red Hair’ 
(WB), aver- 


Last week, 
‘East River’ 


for this one. 
(WB) and 
age $10,000. 


Tin Pan’ $7,500, Good 
In Seattle; ‘Mounties’ Okay 


Seattle, Dec. 10. 
‘North West Mounted’ is hitting 
good stride in third week, moving 
to Music Box and holding at slightly 
advanced prices. Major publicity is 





for the Fifth Avenue, where ‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ is doing a solo. 

The town’s one vaude spot, the 
— is still getting only mild 
iz. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 30-40-50)—“Escape’ (M-G) and | 
*‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) Moveover in- 
dicates okay $2.800 Last week, | 
‘Arise’ (Par) and ‘Christmas July’ 
(Par), ditto. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘City Conquest’ (WB) 
and ‘Moon Burma’ (Par) (2d run). 


Expect okay $3,500. Last week, ‘For- | 


eign correspondent’ (UA) and ‘Ran- 
gers Fortune’ (Par) (2d run), socko 
$4,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Bit Heaven’ 


35-40- | 


(U), $4,200, mild. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50)— 
‘Margie’ (U) and ‘Leatherpushers’ 
(U), plus vaude. Poor b.o, here con- 
tinues, with only $4,000 in sight cur- 


rently. Last week, ‘Girl Havana’ | 
(Rep) and ‘Sandy Man’ (U), dual, | 
plus “Ice Follies’ on stage, slow 
$4,600. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039: 30-40-50)\—‘You'll Find Out’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO). | 


Okay newspaper campaign helping 
for possible $6.200, good. Last week 
(40-50-65) — ‘North West Mounted’ 
(Par) (2d wk), $6,200, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 15-32)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB), five days, ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (M-G), two days, will 
get $2,200, good. Last week (30-40- | 
50), ‘Letter’ (WB) (3d wk), $2,900, 
good. 

Winter Garden ‘Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Boomtown’ (M-G) (2d wk-3d 
run). Sees nice $2,400. Last week, 
$3,100, great. , 








‘Nellie’ Fair 8146, 
Suez -Vaud Weak 


$8,000, Indpls. NG 


Indianapolis, Dec. 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Lyric) 





Christmas shoppers throng the 
downtown streets and business 
shows a 25° increase in the mer- 


chandise marts, but picking out gifts 
for the family leaves no time dur- 
ing the day for theatre going, and | 
mama is too tired at night. Loew’s 
is out front, but not too strong, with 
‘Little Nellie Kelly’ and ‘Sky Mur- 
der.’ Indiana should be doing bet- 
ter with ‘The Letter’ and ‘I’m No- 
body’s Sweetheart. Circle is fair 
with a holdover of ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
and ‘Murder Over New York.’ Lyric 
is taking it on the chin with ‘South 
of Suez’ and ‘Hollywood Hotel Re- 
vue’ on stage. 

The girls of the Hollywood Hotel 
Revue copped extra art and reader 
space by visiting stores and posing | 
for shoe ads, dresses, fur coats, etc 
Also used a couple of them for 
radio appearances over WFBM and 
WIRE. On opening night Friday 
(6) a Hollywood premiere was 


|staged in front of the theatre with 
;members of the cast appearing with 
| masks to resemble movie stars. Fan- 


fare of movie cameras, flood lights, 
and battery of mikes (not hooked 
up) brought out crowd of natives to 


| watch. 


| 


| week, ‘Arise Love’ 


\ . (Par) and ‘Danc- 
| ing Dime’ 


(Par), ditto at $6.800. 


Loew's (Loew's) (2.400; 25-30-40) 
|—Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
| Murder’ (Col). Alive, but under 
expectations at $8,500. . Last week, 
‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ (Col). 
Fair $7,500. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 


‘South Suez’ (WB) and Hollywood 
Hotel Revue. Red $8,000. Last week, 
‘East River’ (WB) with Welk’s or- 
chestra and Edmund Lowe and Ann 
Dvorak, also carmine at $7,800. 


rr 


BETTE $9,000 MONTREAL 


‘Zorro’ Heading for Fine 
‘Arise’ Repeat Sturdy 


$6,000— 


Montreal, Dec. 10. 


Christmas window shopping is 
taking its toll of the returns cur- 
rently, but there are a brace of pix 
that will do good biz. ‘The Letter’ 


at Loew’s looks like a handsome $9,- 
000, and ‘Zorro’ may collect fine $6.- 
000. Repeat of ‘Arise, My Love’ will | 
be fair at $5,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


(2,349; 30-40-50) — ‘Tin Pan Alley’| Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
(20th). Going along for good $7,500. | ‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2d wk.). Fair 
Last week, ‘Escape (M-G) and | $5,000, after good $9,000 last week. 


‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G), $7,100, good. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-50)— | ‘Zorro’ 


| (20th). 


*‘Won’t Talk’ 


‘Col) and ‘Blondie 
Plays’ (Col). 


Looks like okay $5,000. 


Last week, ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) | 


and ‘Blackout’ «UA), $5.200, good. 
Music Box (‘Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 40-50-65)—‘North West Mount- 
ed’ (Par). Moveover after two | 
weeks at Paramount expects big | 
$3.300. Last week, ‘Bitter Sweet’ | 
(M-G) and ‘Memories’ (20th) five | 
days, $1,600, fair. 
Orpheum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘East River’ (WB) 
and ‘Lady Red Hair’ (WB). Antici- 
pates only $4000, ¢ Li: veek, 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
(20th) and ‘Youth Served’ 
Good $6,0C0 in sight. Last 
week, ‘What They Wanted’ (RKO) 
and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO), fair $5.500. 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Letter’ (WB). Pacing for nice $9.,- | 
| 000. Last week, rejeat of ‘Escape’ | 


(M-G), good enough $6,200. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Christmas July’ (Par) and ‘Dancing 
Dime’ (Par). Below average $3.000. 
Last week, ‘Angel’s Rroadway’ (Col) 
and ‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col), weak 
$3,000 

Orpheum (Ind) 


(1,100: 25-40-50) 
‘Voyage Home { , ft 


(UA) F to 


Pie a yl ig a BSA reg ore’ 


— ’ 


| this 


| tion was a puller. 


| Pan Alley’ (20th). 


good $4,000. Last week, 
Heaven’ ‘U) and ‘Love, Honor’ (U), 
feeble $2,500. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
1600; 25-50)\—‘Cavalcade d’Armour’ 
(2d wk.). Fair $1;500 in sight, after 


good enough $1,700 last week. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Menaces’ and ‘Grey Contre X.’ 
Average $4,800 ahead. 
‘Paradis Perdu’ and ‘A la Maniere 


de...,’ good $5,000. 


‘Mounties’ 2d 166 





Leads Okay Pitt.; 
‘Road Show Slow 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Biz is holding firm, following post- 
Thanksgiving flurry, and films are 
getting lots of attention from Xmas 
shopping crowds. New pix doing 
just fair, but h.o.’s are striking gold, 
‘North West Mounted Police’ at 
Penn and ‘Tin Pan Alley’ at Sena- 
tor both meriting a third week 
downtown. 

Stanley has no great shakes in 
‘Road Show,’ despite big campaign 
for ‘world premiere.’ ‘Letter’ is 
holding fast at Ritz, where it’s play- 
ing a third week. Fulton got enough 
during first three days to insure a 
good showing for ‘Hit Parade.’ War- 
ner is bogging down, twin bill of 
‘Hullabaloo’ and ‘Gallant Sons’ get- 
ting nowhere. 

‘Road Show’ at Stanley got prob- 
ably best ballyhoo of any picture 
here in years. Frank Seltzer, Hal 
Roach’s p.a., was in town two weeks 
in advance, snaring great breaks 
with ‘American Institute of Humor 
Analysis’ stunt, and subsequent be- 
humor-analyzed machines, hit radio 
with big all-star program m.c.’d by 
Rube Goldberg, and kept up a run- 
ning fire of splashes in all three 
newspapers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (7,750; 25-40)—‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep). Management smart- 
ly opened this one at 6 o'clock Fri- 
day night, figuring the reviewers 
wouldn't get around to it until Mon- 
day morning. As a result, film 
grabbed two and a half nice days 
before the expected pans knocked 
bottom out of take. Getaway enough 


to insure profitable week with better | 


than $4,400 looked for. Last week 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U), a disappoint- 
ment, not much more than $5,200 in 
nine days. ‘ 

Penn ‘(Loew’'s-UA) (3,300: 30-40- 
60)—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Should have no trouble knock- 
ing off $16,500 on holdover. Moves 


Friday (13) to the Warner for a third | 


stanza. Last week $27,000, below 


, only ‘Boom Town’ and ‘Snow White’ 


in record-breaking figures. 
Ritz «WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Let- 
ter’ (WB). Switched here after pre- 


oe | vious weeks at Stanley and War- 
_ Estimates for This Week ner. Geared for at least $2,800, 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- | which is excellent for this small- 
40)—'Tin' Pan Alley’ (20th) and seater. Last week ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M- 
Murder New York’ (20th) (2d wk). |G), on move-over from Penn, around 
Fair $5,500. Last week, very good | $2,000. 
$9,100. R | Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) | 
| nemee (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- | "Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d wk). | 
0)—'Letter’ (WB) and ‘Nobody’s |! should roll i ios ¢6.000. which 
Sweetheart’ (). Weak 96,500, Lact | oe a Ee ee 


is enough to insure a third week. On 


opening ‘Alley’ grabbed around 
$10,060. | 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 


‘Road Show’ (UA). Swell campaign. 
Notices mixed. One was a rave, 
second lukewarm, and third a pan. 
At any rate it all added up to a poor 
$9,600. Last week ‘Red Hair’ (WB) 
and Louella Parsons show a flop 
combo, barely getting $13,000, awful. 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-40)—‘Hul- 
labaloo’ (MG) and ‘Gallant 
(M-G). Everybody got behind 
bill, because Louis K. Sidney, who 
made ‘Hullabaloo,’ got his start here, 
has a lot of friends locally, and they 
wanted to give him a send-off. 
Public, however, isn’t sharing in the 


Sons’ 
this 


91) 
ail 


@€nthusiasm, and twinner will be 
lucky to get $3,000, bad. Last week 
‘Letter’ (WB), brought from Stan- 


ley, fine $5,900. 


‘LETTER’ 11G, DENVER | eis 


Good $5,000 — ‘Little Men’ 
Falters at 712.G 


‘Voyage’ 


Denver, Dec. 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 
‘Letter’ coupled with ‘One Night in 
Tropics’ are getting the big money 
round. Although 
and ‘Dr. Kildare’s Crisis’ didn't fare 
very well at the b.o., the exploita- 
Orph had a milk- 
ing contest on stage for three days, 
in which 345 contestants took part. 
Each got a quarter-minute through 
six heats and finals. Caused more 
comment than any exploitation here 
in years, 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Tin 
After a week at 
the Denver, still pulling a goo 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Zorro’ (20th), 
nice $4.000. 
Broadway (Fox) 
—‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G), after a week at the 
Orpheum Acceptable $3,000. TLast 
eek, ‘Youll Find Out’ (RKO) and 


‘Bit of 





Last week, | + 
| ‘Remedy Riches’ (RKO), after a 


i 


‘Little Men’ | 


(1.040; 25-35-40) | 


Mols. in Trouble: ‘Bitter Sweet’ Mild 
~ $6,000, ‘Burma’-Garber Gilbert 126 


r 





week at the Orpheum, poor $2,000. 





Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
| 40)— ‘Christmas July’ ‘Par). At 
| $5,500, not so good. Last week, 


i*Arise Love’ (Par), fair $5,000 in its 
| second week. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40) — 
‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Night Tropics’ 
(U). Powerful $11,000. Last week, 
|*Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Charter 
Pilot’ (20th), $12,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—'Little Men’ (RKO) and ‘Kildare’s 
Crisis’ (RKO). Poor $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G), average $8,000. 


| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
|‘Voyage Home’ (UA) and ‘Aunt 
| Maggie’ (Rep). Good $5,000. Last 


| week, ‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Youth 
Served’ (20th), ditto. 

Rialto (Fox) 
(20th), after a week at each the Den- 
ver and Aladdin, and ‘Gang of Mine’ 
(Mono). Good $2,300. Last week, 
‘City Conquest’ (WB), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Nobody's Children’ (Col), same, 


Defense Coin No 
Help to Lville; 


Louisville, Dec. 10. 
With defense expenditures bring- 
ing in an influx of workers at 


Charlestown, Ind., ($50,000,000 power | jn Flames’ (Par), okay $1,500 in five 


plant), Fort Knox, Ky., where more 
nfillions are being spent; Quarter- 
master’s Depot at Jeffersonville, Ind., 
and other defense industries moving 
in, biz should be the best this year 
than it has been in last decade. But, 
fact of the matter is, this new pay- 
roll money doesn't seem to be find- 
ing it’s way to the film houses. At 
least not this week. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ dualled at the 
State looks like the town-topper. Biz 


(878: 25-40)—‘Zorro’ | 


Philly’ OK $8,000 





Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 

Boxoffices continue to battle de 
pressing pre-Christmas influences 
adverse weather and generally off. 


color business conditions. In the 
face of such hurdles it’s tough going 
all along the line, and grosses aye 
having a hard time keeping their 
heads above water. 

Irving Gillman found the Esquire 
one of the two loop sure-seaters, too 
hard a nut to crack because of jy- 
ability to obtain satisfactory prod- 
uct, and he tossed in the sponge 
After being dark for a few days. 
with an announcement that lack ‘of 
pictures necessitated the folding, the 
house reverted to its former owner 
Bennie Berger, who has reopened 
it. Incidentally, Gillman is suing 
the Minnesota Amusement Company 
and some of the major distributors 
for heavy damages on account of his 
product troubles. 

Present lineup of 
none too exciting and hasn't the 
crowbar qualities apparently nec- 
essary to prv the public loose of anv 
| substantial amount of shekels. The 
|spotlight is chiefly occupied by ‘Night 
Train’ at the World, and the Or- 
pheum’s stage show which includes 
Jan Garber’s orchestra and Billy Gil- 
,bect. The lone holdover, ‘Arise. My 
Love,’ moved from the State to the 
Century after a mild week at the 
former house. Its boxoffice pace ig 
still moderate, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-28)—~ 
| ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and ‘Sandy Man’ 
(U). Ran five.days to mild $1,200. 





attractions {sg 


|‘Murder New York’ (20th) and ‘Girls 


elsewhere on the light side. ‘South | 
of Suez’ at the Mary Anderson is | 


making a fairly good showing. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400: 15-30-40)—‘Arise Love’ (Par) 
and ‘Night Earl Carroll’s’ (Par). 
Doing allright on moveover from 
Rialto, and aiming at satisfactory 


Under 21’ (Col), open today (10). 
Last week, ‘Wildcat’ (U) and’ ‘World 


days. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1.600: 35- 
| 44-55)—‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Came here from State where it 
caused no great rush of customers. 
Jogging along to mild $3.000. Last 
| week, ‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 
| (3d wk). wound up with nice $4,000 
after hefty $15,500 and $9,200 first 
and second weeks, respectively, at 
State. at advanced 55c scale 

Eseuire (Berger) (290; 28)—‘Test 
Pilot’ (M-G) (re-issue). Reopened 
| after several days’ shuttering and 
|back in Bennie Berger's hands, 
Irving Gillman having relinquished 
property. Re-issues, such as_ this, 


$1,600. Last week, ‘Zorro’ (20th) and | 


‘Charter ~ Pilot’ (20th), 
2,000 on second downtown week. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 


|—‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and ‘Pub- 
| lie Deb’ 


(20th). Going along at me- 
dium nace, around $1,600. Last week, 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘No Comedy’ 
(WB), with help of downtown shop- 
pers, took okay $1,700. 
Loew’s State (Loew's 
30-40)——‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G). Marking 
up the best biz in town, and prob- 
ably varnering some attention from 
fact stage show played here at Me- 


(3,100; 15- 


excellent | 


| 


| 


morial Aude last week. Sighting | 
Okay $8,000. Last week, ‘Escape’ 
(M-G) and ‘Won't Talk’ (Col), satis- 


factory $7,000. 
Mary Anderson (1,000; 

15-30-40 )—‘South Suez’ (WB). Looks 

like allright $3,000. Last week. 

ter’ (WB) (2d wk.), okay $2.800. 
Rialto ‘(Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 15- 

30-40) ‘You 1] Find Out’ 

‘Street Memories’ (20th). 


(Libson) 


Not mak- 


‘Let- | 


(RKO) and | 


ing much dent on the current week, | 


with indications for mild $6.000. Last 
week, ‘Arise Love’ (Par) and ‘Night 


Earl Carroll's’ (Par), took okay 
$8,000 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40)—‘Night Tropics’ (U) and | 


‘Devil’s Pipeline’ (U). Probably 
mild $2,700. Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep) and ‘Aunt Maggie’ (Rep), not 
m ] $2,800. 


1uch better at 


‘Alley’ Excellent $4,500, 


Lincoln Biz Fine 


Dec. 10. 
the approach of Xmas 


Neb., 


Con aering 


above the seasonal trend. 

In celebration of Nebraska U’s 
Winning a place in the Rose Bowl, 
the J. H. Cooper-Paramount Stuart 
has departed from the straight pic 
policy with which it has been jdenti- 
fied, and a flesh bill is augmenting. 
The Lincoln, which has ‘Tin Pan 


Alley’ will hit $4,500, which is very 
good. . 


| Other attractions are more typical 
of the time, however, ‘They Knew 


' 


| What They Wanted’ doing es seciall me 8 
' y |Last week, ‘Dreaming Loud 


| bad at the Varsity. 

Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(790; 10-15) — ‘Arizona’ Frontier’ 
(Mono) and ‘Wild Stallion’ (Col), 
split with ‘Colorado’ (Rep) and 
‘Seatierbrain’ (Rep). Slim $700. Last 


er an J RKO) 


| ing. 


seem best bet for house. 
fair $700. 


Looks like 
Last week, ‘Angels Wings’ 


(Col) Jre-issue), light $600. 
Gopner (Par-Singer) (998: 28)— 
‘Tugboat Annie’? (WB). Headed for 


mild $2,000. Last week, ‘Christmas 
July’ (Par), $2.400. pretty good. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 39- 
44-55)—'Burma’ (Par) and _ stage 
show, including Jan Garber orcheés- 


tra and Billy Gilbert. Pleasing show, 
but boxoffice response is disappoint- 
Fair $12,000 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO), 
$4.500, light. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 28-39-44) 
—'Bitter Sweet’ (M-G). ‘Turnstiles 
could stand considerable greasing. 
Light $6,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Arise Love’ (Par), $6,500. mild 





Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)—‘Ar- 
gentine Way’ (20th). Fil neigh- 
borhood showing. For f week, 
good enough $2,400 in prospect. Last 
week. ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB), first 
neighborhood showing. $2.500, okay 

| World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55)—‘Night Train’ (20th). 
Mav reach prettv good $2.000. Last 
week. ‘Great Profile’ (20th), mild 
$1,600. 

‘Texas Skies’ (Rep), split ‘Dark 
Command’ (Rep) and ‘Pinto Basin’ 
(U), ditto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramout! t) 
(1.503; 10-25-40) —‘Tin Pan lley 
(20th). It strained at the leash 
from opening day and shov O SIghs 
of a letup. Word of mouth is more 
\than usually complimentary. Should 


finish around $4,500, excellent. Last 
week, ‘Arise Love’ (Par), $3,500, all 
right. 

| Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Para- 
mount) (1,236; 10-20-25) Margie 


| and the buying rush on at all the 
stores, the general tone of theatre 
| biz this week is outstanding and far 


(U) and ‘Youth Served’ (20th). Ds 
ing creditably, $2,000. Last week 
‘Round Mountain’ (Par) and ‘Charter 
Pilot’ (20th), ditto. : 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
(1.884; 10-25-40) — ‘Christma July 
' (Par) and the ‘Rose Bow! Revels 
unit on stage. First vaude unit to 
stand a week here in many years 


— " ; nee tet 
and it’s helping the house to a count 


lof around $3,800, more than half of 


which hit the boxoffice in the first 
two days. That's fair. Last week, 
| ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) took the books 
for a cleaning, and established sit 
year’s low figure, a very bad >< pe 
Variety (Noble-Federer) Ma tebe 
10-20-25)—‘Nobody’s Chilcrt Ce 
/and ‘Won’t Talk’ (€ol). So--° aire v 


| 25-40)—'What They Want: 


and ‘Spitfire’ (RKO), averas' ($1,400. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) |: sot : 
Figured to be a loser, SO 5p‘ a a 
the pre-Christmas season, } gured 


right. Won't top $2,100 
week. ‘Letter’ (WB), © 
$2500 ykeay 


he 


—— 


— 


: 
: 
' 
' 
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Defense Coin Bolsters Philadelphia: 


Dick-Vaude 206, ‘Voyage’ $13,000 


+ 


Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 

Things are looking brighter along 
film row this week as the effect of 
the defense boom here is making it- 
self felt. Crowds in the shopping 
gector are also helping matin-e biz. 

The holdovers are getting the 
Jion’s share of the mazuma, there be- 
jing only three new pix to make their 
bow. Of the new arrivals ‘Long 
Voyage Home’ is faring nicely; ‘Bank 
Dick’ with an accompanying stage 
show doing okay, while ‘Little Bit 
of Heaven’ is the only sour note in 
the lot. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,303; 35-46-57-68)—‘Voy- 
ege Home’ (UA). Back at popular 
rices, and netting a neat $13,000. 


ast week ‘Dictator’ (UA) folded 
with $9,000 for its sixth and final 
week at inflated tariff. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
-—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Headed for a nice $4,000. Last week 
‘Arise Love’ (Par), snagged a fair 
$3,200 for its third run. 


Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Letter’ (WB) (2d wk). Dropping, 
but will still grab a nice $13,500 
for its dual trip. Opener a terrific 
$22,300. 

Earle (WB) (2.758: 35-46-57-68-75) 


—'Bank Dick’ (U) with stage show, 
including* Vincent Lopez orchestra, 
Edmund Lowe and Ann Dvorak. 
Good for $20,000. Last week ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U) with Gray Gordon or- 
chestra, fair $19,000 for six days. 
Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d wk). Still 


plenty tuneful with $13,800 for en-| and 


core showing. Bow-in a successful | 
$22,500 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—'Bit of Heaven’ (U). Back on the 
first-run standard, but not in the 


class of other pix with a poor $3,300 | 


in the till. Last week, 
of second run of 
vastly better $4,000. 
Keith's 
‘Nellie 


‘Escape’ (M-G), 


Kelly’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Sloughing off after okay initial run 
with mediocre $3,600 for this trek. 
‘Zorro’ (20th) a shade better with 
$3,300 for second run last week. 


second week ! 
| holdovers, 
'in the Tropics’ 
(WB) (1,970: 35-46-57-68)— | 








| 


| 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
i Fa es $1,516,100 
(Based on 26 cities, 177 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 


ee |. ae ee $1,488,800 
(Based on 26 cities 181 theatres) 


‘NELLIE’ - VAUDE 
FAIR $16,300, 
D.C. PALE 














Washington, Dec. 10. 
Pre-Christmas pall seems to be 
setting in with a vengeance. The 


heavy-duty stuff is getting by, but | 


it’s just too bad for the lightweights. 
‘Little Nellie Kelly’ is pulling 
enough Irish and Judy Garland 
trade to keep Capitol out in front 
comfortable, and ‘Arise My 
| Love,’ with critics writing every 
other day about the Hays office’s 
leniency, is an okay second at the 


| Palace. 


| 
i 


| Leading town with ave 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Arizona’ (Col) (2d wk). Just un- 
der par with $10,000 for holdover, 
after zingy $18,500 last week, ‘Marx | 
Bros. Go West’ (M-G) opens tomor- 
row (Wed) 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 


Navy’ (WB). Revival 
n getting the benefit 


—Here Comes 
of this salty yar 


of flag-waving fever and netting a 
good $5,000. Last week ‘Too Many 
Girls’ (RKO) did a sub-par $3,900, 


proving once more that the patrons 
of this house demand action nix. 
“South of Suez’ (WB) opens tomor- 
row (Wed). 


"ALTEY’ SWELL 
15,000, CLEVE. 


| 


Cleveland, Dec. 10. 

‘Tin Pan Alley’ is singing out with 
the lustiest voice at the-Hipp this 
sesh, drownings zy out ‘Little Nelly 
Kelly,” which has been forced to | 
carry the baritone section for the 
State. Palace’s ‘South of Suez 2’ — 
stage ‘Scandals,’ latter on ‘ond 
visit, slammed out a good eneeer. 
but doing off-key biz since. One| 


house taken off downtown roster via | 
Christmas | 


closing of Warner’s Lake. 
shopping 
nees, 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3.000: 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Zorro’ (WB). Did only mildly at 
Hipp, but warmly greeted here 
shiftover to $4,000. Last week, ‘Let- 
ter’ (WB), on “ ilar moveover, 
built up to good $3,800. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700 


spree nearly killing mati- 


on” 


| 


‘Long Voyage Home’ 


i 


30-35-42-55) 


Other than that, except for two 
it’s brutal. ‘One Night 
is wallowing at the 
and ‘Little Men’ 
the 


Earle, WB's vauder, 
is toying with a prize low for 
season at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Nellie Kelly’ ‘(M-G) and vaude. 
rage $16.500. 
Last week, ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), 
slipped to light $12,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Zorro’ (20th) (2d run). Back on 
mainstem after okay week at Capi- 
tol, and will see satisfactory $4,500 
Last week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d run) 
(2d wk) (75-$1.10), held for solid 
$6.000. 

Earle (WB) (2.216: 
‘Night Tropics’ (U 
$11,500. Last week, 
fair $12,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 39-55) — 
‘Little Men’ (RKO). Aiming at sea- 
son’s lowest low. If lucky, six days 
at $4,000. Last week, ‘Seven Sinners’ 


28-39-44-66 ) 
) and vaude. Bad 
‘Red Hair’ (WB), 


(U), good $9,000 

Met (WB) (1.600: 29-44)—‘Letter’ 
(WB) (2d run). Back downtown 
after strong week at Earle, and will 
hit big $7,500. Last week. ‘Angel 
Broadway’ (Col), nice $6,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 39-55) - 
‘Arise Love’ (Par). Sock reviews 
and word of mouth can’t seem to 


buck pre-holiday slump for bette: 
than average $14,000 Last week 
‘Escape’ (M-G) (2d wk) good 
$10,500. 


‘Voyage’ Big $6,500, 
‘Glory’ $5,000, Port. 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 10. 
Best opener in town this week is 
at the Broad- 
way which looks like a h.o, 





‘Escape 
getting 


other new pic 


to Glory’ at the Paramount 
its share as the only 

‘Bitter Sweet’ still holding up in 
a third stanza at the little UA. 


Estimates for This Week 


—Tin Pan Alley’ (WB) Jammed | - Broadway (Parker ) (2,000; o5-40- 
house on initial day, sending ‘em ov) Voyage Home (UA) and 
away whistling. Swell $15,000. Last | Blackout’ (UA). Looks like stron 
week, ‘Zorro’ (WB), a bit below $6,500. , Last : lever days ee 
$9,000. * | Comedy (WB) and Flowing Gold 
Lake (Warner) (900; 28-40)— | (WB), pulled good $7,600, and moved 
Closed last Wednesday (4) after 14 | * the Mair ; 
weeks of poor biz, with ‘Tugboat | M ayfai - What ay 23 - Ex eee 
Annie’ (WB) and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO) | (1,500; 35-40-50) —'No Comedy’ (WB) 
garnering weak $9,000 on final stanza. | 294 Flowing Gold (WB). Moved 
Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) | from Broadway to complete second, 
‘South Suez’ (WB) and vaude. ‘Scan- | 29d go into third week. Sev en days 
dals’ stage show is brought back for | 4verage $2,800. Last week, ‘You'll 
second time, but it’s a mistake that | Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Lady Ques- 
drew critical brickbats and slide- | tion’ (Col) held five days to fair 
away crowds after first day. At the | $2,400, after first week at Para- 
best, $14,000, which will be barely |mount. : 
okay. Last week. ‘Bit of Heaven’ | Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(U) and Gloria Jean on stage, thin | (1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
at $11,000. | (20th) (2d wk.) and ‘Caballero’ 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) | (20th) (Ist wk.). Still going fo 
—‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). Good after- | good $4,300. First woe, with ‘Mar- 
noon trade, slow otherwise. Fair | ried Adventure’ (Co great $5,800 
$10,000. Last week, ‘North West Paramount (Ham Lick’ Es ergreen ) 
Mounted’ (Par), galloped to extra | (3.000; 35-40-50) — ‘Escape Glory’ 
fine $18,000. | (Col) and ‘Cherokee’ (Par). Satis- 
Stillman (Loew's) (1,972: 30-35-42- | factory $5.000. Last week, ‘South 
55 )—" North West Mounted’ (Par). | Suez’ (WB) and ‘Christmas July’ 
No Bn -up in speed on this moveover | (Par), okay $4,700. 
at $7,000. May earn a third round.| United Artists (Parker) (1.900: 
Last week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) on fifth | 35- 40-' 50 )—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) 
and fin; week sagged to $4,500, Th rd week holding up to nice $3,800 
waich hurt | Second. week, great $4,500. 


HEPBURN FINE 176 ON 
BOOSTED PRICES, PROV. 


Providence, Dec. 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s State) 
, Philadelphia Story,’ the Hepburn 


| 


tarrer, at Loew’s State is head and 
more + Bi above other current gross- | 
; ers and may be. turned into a hold- | 


| 


over if present pace continues. ‘Long 
| Voyage Home’ at RKO Albee — 


on list, while ‘Arizona’ doing fair 
well in second week at bsieend 
Others so-so. 


Billed as a world premiere, ‘Phila- 


|delphia Story’ was taken right to 
|} town by Ed McBride, Loew’s press 
department. With localite tuth | 


| Hussey’s presence in 
nucleus, group 


picture as a 
worked up 


sey’s mother on opening day. Other 
stunts included a telephone chain 
with 10 chairmen of the Women’s 
Motion Picture Club starting the ball 
rolling and eventually contacting 5,- 
120 Rhode Island members: 
| previews for local papers, Pembroke 
and Brown University; spotting 


nouncements; 
ly lassies a la Ruth Hussev with 
|cameras and instructions to snap 
{persons around downtown section 
and handing out cards which en- 
titled bearer to passes; and advertis- 
ing distribution which included 
mailing of 2,000 Christmas post cards 
to Providence Junior League mem- 
bers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Long Voyage’ (UA) and ‘Wildcat’ 
(U). Mostly an evening grosser, but 
spotting good $7,000. Last week, 
‘Youll Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Lad- 
die’ (RKO), good $7,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and 
‘Street Memories’ (20th) (2d run), 
Holding own nicely for okay $3,800. 


Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Char- 
ter Pilot’ (20th) (2d run), nice $3,- 
700. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Mur- 
der New York’ (20th) and ‘Trail 
Blazers’ (Rep). Fair $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) and 
‘Devil’s Pipeline’ (U), hefty $4,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Red Hair’ (WB) and ‘Tugboat Annie’ 
(WB). Weak $5,000. Last week, 


(20th) and ‘Street 
swell $9,300. 
(Loew) (3,200: 44-55-65) 
ia Story’ (M-G) and ‘Gal- 
(M-G). Bad weather 


‘Tin Pan 
Memories’ 

State 
‘Philadelph 
lant Sons’ 


Alley’ 
(20th), 


gave slow opening but started pil- 
ing up despite boost in prices, and 
looks like strong bet for carryover. 
Heading for nifty $17,000. Last week. 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Won't 


(Col), 
Strand (Indie) 


Talk good $14,000. 

(2,000; 35-50-65) 
‘Arizona’ (Par) and ‘Blondie Cupid’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). Satisfactory $5,500, 
after knockout $12,000 in opening 
week. 


‘BITTER SWEET’ $9,500, 
‘ALLEY’ $9,000, OMAHA 


Omaha, Dec. 10. 
‘Bitter Sweet’ is standout grosser 
for this week, and will go to a lively 
$9,500 at the Omaha with ‘Our Town’ 


‘East of the Rive 
Destiny’ at he 
1uch better than 


as co-feature, 
plus ‘Queen of 
Brandeis won’t do 1 


$5,500, a decided sag from ‘The Let- 
ter’ which didn’t quite make the 
rade for a second week expected 


At the 


touch around 


Orpheum. the gross will 


$9,000 for ‘Ti n Pan 


Alley’ and ‘Street of Memories’ with 
a little side help from The Great 
Lester’s magic show last Saturday 


(7) midnight only. 
Estimates for This Week 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-40) 


‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Our 
Town’ (UA). Pretty good $9,500 
Last week, ‘North West Mounted’ 

Par) (2d wk), fair $6,000 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3 000; 10-30 
40)—*Tir Pan Alley’ 20t and 
Street Memories’ (20th) F air - $9,000 
Li week, ‘Dulcy’ (M-G) and Jan 
Garber orchestra, plus tage show 
headed by Billy Gilbert, fine $17 
C00 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10 
25-35-40) ‘East River’ (WB) ana 
‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO). Fair $5,500 
I t eek, ‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Sp 
fire’ (RKO), very big $8,000. but 


lumped so badly last 
ond week was off. 

State (Goldberg) 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) 
Wanted’ (RKO), split with 
Missus’ (Rep) and ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep). Around $900. Last week, 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G), split with ‘Glamour 
Sale’ (Col), ‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) 
and ‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO), fair 
S800 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 

‘Border Legion’ (Rep), ‘Killer f 
Wild (Cap), ‘Scatterbrain’ (er 
triple, split with llegheny mo 
rising’ (RKO). ‘Girl Hav na’ (Re 
and ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB Wings vt 
Navy’ (WB). Fairly 
week. ‘Trail Blazers’ (Rep), 
Rode’ (U) 


good $706. Last 
‘Dalton 
‘Before I Hang’ 
trinle nlit with ‘Montana Skies’ 


day that sec- 


(900: 10-26-2 
and ‘What They 


‘Meet 


(RKO) 


lobby | 
broadcast stunt featuring Ruth Hus- | 


special | 


of | 
42 downtown windows with card an- | 
dressing of two come- 


| 


Folies’ Helps ‘Dime’ to $19.500 
In Flu-Ridden L. A.; ‘X’ $25,300, 
Find Out’ 11/56, ‘Dictator’ Exits 





Broadway Grosses 


Lstimated Total Gross 
This Week.... $307,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
OS ee $301,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








j}and_ still 


ANGELS’ - VAUDE 
$21,000, DET. 
GREAT 


Detroit, Dec. 10. 
Theatre men are keeping their 
fingers crossed and can’t quite be- 
lieve it’s true, Detroit, which 


launched its Christmas buying early 
this year with the advanced Thanks- 
| giving, has been on one of the big- 
gest shopping sprees in 
the 
stayed up there. It’s unprecedented 
and, no matter what happens from 
now on, the usual seasonal blitz is 
not going to be as long as in past 
years. 

For the first time in nearly two 
years both the Fox and Michigan 
have come up this week with stage 


Los Angeles, Dec. 10. 


Only a couple of bright spots in 
ite vn currently, most of first runs 


| spirit. 


feeling the combined effects of mild 
flu epidemic and Christmas shopping 
Solo leader is the Paramount, 
where ‘Folies Bergere,’ after record- 


| breaking run at El Capitan in Holly- 


wood is showing on stage at regular 


prices but with business not up to 
advance expectations. Looks like 
$19,500. 

Other bright spots are Loew’s 
State and Grauman’s Chinese, where 
Metro’s Clark Gable-Heddy LaMarr 
opus. ‘Comrade X,’ is holding forth. 
Combined gross should top $25,000, 
not bad considering local conditions. 

‘Dictator’ wound up grind run at 
| United Artists (8) and finishes two- 
| a-day engagement at Carthay Circle 
| (18). ‘Spring Parade’ finishes con- 


| 
| 


| wk). 


i . "ae? 
tasla 


; j | week, 
its history, | 


picture grosses have | 
| — ‘East 


cellent 


shows, the former with ‘Streets of | 
Paris’ and the latter with Bob 
Chester’s (local boy’s) orchestra. 
i They will lose some of the cream 
off their grosses because on Satur- 
day midnight the houses both put 


on the Old New 
fit to capacity, 
Both caught crowds wit 
header stage attraction 


sboy’s Charity Bene- 
interchanging shows. 
h the double- 

1ugmented 


by the top acts from the town’s night 
clubs It will be a close race be- 
tween the two for the town’s lead, 
but the Fox should pull out ahead 
with the better picture combination. 

Switch-ove rs of bills to the Palms- 
State and Adams, the former carry- 

g ‘Northwest Mounted’ afte two 
earlier weeks at the Michigan, and 
the latter continuing ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
for a second week after one earlier 


at Fox, gives the town its customary | 


three houses with new pics. The 
final new bill is coming in at the 
United Artists, which switched after 
only a week although the’ usual 
longer run spot, washing out ‘Little 
Nellie Kelly’ for ‘Lady with Red 


Hair.’ 
(Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Char- 
er Pilot’ (20th) Former picture 
ww is in its third week here, with 
latter p] ng ‘Plane Robbery’ 
( 1?) on ast week's bill Wi j aver- 
uge $7,000, afte grabbing a swell 


$8.506 last week. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.000; 30-40- 
5 )—Angel] Broadway’ (Col) and 
‘Streets of Paris’ on stage. Cutting 

ff one b } . midnight char- 

‘ bill, this still looks good for $21,- 


000 Last week, 
(RKO) ; id Woody 
stage ee ped above 
choice $22,000 
Michigan (United-Det 
30 40- 3urma’ (Par 
C hester orchestra and Fr 
rd on stage Looks for 
000 Last week ‘N rth 


Mounted 
pat 


‘Too Many Girls’ 
Herman band on 
expectations to 


(4,000 


30b 


roit) 
plus 

ince Lang- 
1O}¢ ad $20,- 

West 


Jd) 


th ykay $15,000, after walloping 


$27.000 on ! 
Paims- State United Detroi 
000: 30-40-55)—‘North West Mounted’ 
and ‘N * (Par) 

third 
O | M cnigan and 
veek, ‘City 
‘Haunted 
fresh bill for 
LooK nice 


Conquest’ (WB) and 
Honeymoon’ (M 
a usual} 
$11,000 . 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2-000; 30-40-55)—"Red Hair’ (WB) 
and ‘Reuters’ (WB). Not developing 
much, and just a fair $8,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
G) and ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) 
$7,000. 5 


holdover house, 


mild 


‘WB), ‘Married Adventure’ (Col), 
$600 

venue - Military - Dundee 

erg 950: 300: 600: 25) 


i nd ‘What They 


(Gold- 


W antec 


spilt with ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), ‘Ladies 
Must Live’ (WB), and ‘Lion Has 
Wings’ (UA) Fair $1,000 Last 
week, ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Kil- 
da Home 1-G), split with ‘Glan 
Sale Col) Crowded Night 
) 7 A ; 
) 100 


; Hi red Wife’ 
i’ (RKO), 


(M- | 


! 


tinued first run at Hawaii this week, 
and will be generally released. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Dictator’ (UA) (4th 
(), Run ends (18) after disap- 
pointing sojourn here, Current week 
expected to bring slim $5,000, after 
third week dropped to $6,500. ‘Fan- 
probably replaces. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
| 30-44-55-75) —- ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) 
and ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th). Looking 
| quite brisk at neat $10,500. Last 
‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and 
‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G), very slim $6,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
River’ (WB) and ‘Bit of 
(U). Okay $5,400. Last 
‘Letter’ (WB) on holdover, ex- 
$7,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC 
—‘Escape’ (M-G) (2d wk). Headed 
for fair $4,700, after first week sur- 
prised with $6,400. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1.100: 

“Spring Parade’ (U) 


83c- 


(2,034; 


Heaven’ 
week, 


>) (900; 44-55) 


30-44-55-75) 


and ‘Diamond 


Frontier’ (U) (3d-final wk). Dure- 
bin opus expected to add another 
$2,500 after yee ond week finished 
with healthy $4,000. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 
-‘East River’ (WB) and ‘Bit of 
Heaven’ (U) Weak $4,000 Last 


week, holdover stanza of ‘Letter’ 


(WB), very good $6.200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Five 
Peppers’ (Col). So-so $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Angeis Broadway’ (Col) and 
‘Night Tropics’ (U), okay $5,700. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75) ‘Dancing Dime’ (Par) and 
‘Folies Bergere’ on mee Failed to 

ceassdlaeie on page 23) 


PHILLY GREAT — 
$16,000, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Dec. 10 
Tall take of ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
at the Palace, where scale has been 
upped for this showing, is boosting 
general biz of first-run houses sev- 


eral notches ahead of last week, yet 
results are showing effect of pre- 
Yule b.o. blash. 

Albee has a mildie in ‘Little Nell 
Kelly,’ ‘Hit Parade of 


y 
1941’ and 
Profile’ are no-dicers for the 
and Shubert respectively. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Great 


Grand 


Albee (R KO) (3,300; 30-40-50)— 
‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). Mild $9,000, 
Last week, ‘Tin Pan Aliey’ (20th) 


’ 
put on steam in last half to hit a big 


$16,000 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 42-60)— 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 4th 
wk). Okay $4,000 Last week 3d) 
very good $6,000 Fina wer if 

, Which tugged a hefty $29,000 
first three week 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 
‘Villain Pursued’ (RKO) and eet 
Memories’ (20th), split with ‘Mum- 
my’s Hand’ (U) and ‘Pony Post’ 
(U). Normal $2,000 Ditto last eek 
on ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U) and ‘Lad- 
die’ (RKO), divided with ‘Trail 
Lonesome Pine’ (Par) and ‘Murder 
Night’ (Ind). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (U). Sluggish $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Red Hair’ (WB), six 


| days, $2,000; lowest so far here 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
-Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Bi 
| $6,000. Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB 
(2d run), okav $4.000 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)—~— 
‘Letter’ (WB) Switched here for 
third week on main line Fair 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Kit Carson’ 
(UA), mild $3,500. 
Palace (RKO) 2,600; 42.60) — 
‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G) Scale 
upped for this showing. Great $16, 


000. Last week, ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) 
at regular 33-40-50-cent scale, tere 
ye ec 
i t Da), 508 
“Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50 
‘Great Pr file’ (20th). Awful $2,000, 
L "* Find Out’ (RKO) 
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~ French Film Biz's Regimentation 


me 





Close regimentation of the French film industry, announced from 
Vichy last week, cues the adoption by the Petain government of film 
methods in use presently by the Fascist and Nazi governments. 

The appointment of Vice-Premier Pierre Laval as head of the setup, 
wherein the local film field will be divided into five branches, further 
encourages that belief since Laval, even before the French capitula- 
tion last summer to the Nazis, was often reported as favoring a totali- 
trian rule, particularly that in use in the Reich. 











British Gov t Blamed for Letdown 
In Pic Prod. Via Denial of Supplies 


London, Nov. 26. 

Despite existence of creative effort 
and even some available finance, 
opinion is growing British produc- 
tion is headed for the doldrums as 
an industry pace-maker. Pessimism 
is directly attributed te Government 
‘hindrance’ in vital matters of sup- 
plies and permits without whose es- 
sential aid producers spade-work is 
breaking barren ground. 

Recent election of Michael Balcon 
to the Films Council, on which indie 
picture makers had pinned much 
faith for action, 
needed and anxiously awaited fruit. 
Producer has not had the chance of 
speaking for his trade; no meeting of 
the body has been scheduled. 

Balcon’s statement on his own per- 
sonal production outfit is that it gets 
along but it’s tough going in face 
of the troubles indicated. 


HEYMANN FILES TO 





REORG HIS 2 PIX COS. 


Andre Heymann's two companies 
came tumbling down about his ears 
when, on Friday (6), the French | 
Film Import Co., Ine. and the French | 
Cinema Centre Corp. filed petitions 


for reorganizations in N. Y. federal | 
court. Assets of the first company 
are listed at $12,608 and liabilities 


at $10,394, while French Cinema has 
assets of $30,198 and liabilities of 
$15,199. 

Petitions were filed by Heymann, 
who requests beth companies remain 
{n business and under his super- 
vision. He claims he can pay off 
creditors in full. 

Among liabilities of French Film 
Import are $142 owed in _ taxes, 
$7,507 to French Cinema Centre, for 


has failed to bear | 


, 
. 





Old Chinese Custom 


San Francisco, Dec. 10. 

Joseph Sunn, operating China- 
town’s new Grand View deluxer, has 
| imported an old Chinese custom to 
lure Americans into his Oriental 
| flickery. Now projects typewritten 
| English subtitles on a special screen 
| just below the main picture sheet to 
|explain what goes on. System means 
the Chinese operator must learn the 
|picture and flash the right dialog 
| slide at the right moment each time 
around, Long used system to trans- 
late U. S. pictures across the water, 
this is believed to be the first U. S. 
application thereof. 

Flick on which method is being 
introduced to Friscoans 1s a Chinese 
version of ‘Madame Butterfly.’ The 
Japanese gal of the original is an 
Indo-Chinese here, with the Ameri- 
can naval officer replaced by the 
radio op from a Chinese gunboat. 

Sunn writes his own titles and 
will use the system whenever he has 
a flick which might interest Amer- 
icans. 


BANK PLAN SEEN 
FOR FILMS IN 
ARGENTINE 


Aires, Dec. 10. 








Brenos 





advances, $395 to H. E. R. Labs. for 
film developing, $465 to Allan Small 


of Brooklyn for music, $50 to the 
Motion Picture Producers Associa- 
tion for a code seal, $50 to the Na- 


tional Board of Review, $75 to Music 
Sound Track for music, $43 to Joe 
Hornstein for tickets, $93 to Preview | 
Theatre, $744 to Pathe Labs for 
developing, $147 to Reeves Sound 
Studios, and $565 to the Belmont 
Theatre, N. Y. 

Assets are figured to be a gross of 
$10,000 on the pictures ‘Heritage’ 
and ‘Gold in the Mountain,’ which 
the bankrupt has for five years. 

French Cinema Centre owes Hey- 
man $3,768 for loans, Marcel Pagnol 
of France, $8,564, and Pathe Labs., 
Inc., $212. It values its picture ‘Har- 
vest’ at $20,000, and suits against 
creditors at $8,534. 

‘Harvest’ has yielded $49,000 so 
far, and it is estimated will gross 
$20,000 more this year, based on ad- 
vance contracts. It is proposed to 
pay creditors by laying aside 45% 
of the gross. 


Weekend Cinema Test 
Goes Over in London 


London, Nov. 26 
undertaken by the Hyams 
theatre circuit in opening two 
its London houses for testing of 
weekend biz has proved itself pay- 
able, and similar move will now be 
made by others in the trade who’d 


M ve 
film 
of 


few hours. 

Snag in the way of a widespread 
grab at this weekend patronage is 
shortage of personnel with which to 
Staff the houses. Booking question 
is another item difficult to overcome, 
with its short-term application. 


WIN PAY INCREASES 
London, Nov. 26. 
Assn of Cine Technicians, under 
George Elvin, sewed up deal with 
two production companies, Strand | 
and Realist Films, in drive for up- | 

Ping of labor wage. ~ 
Increases were $2.30 for 
workers and $1.30 for juves. 





adult 


shuttered with the improvident cur- | 


Possibility that 


. Argentina’s ‘New 
Deal’ 


financial setup suggested by 
Minister of Finance Dr. Frederico 
Pinedo may result in additional coin 
for local film industry is currently 
getting lots of attention here. 
Industry believes it might get 
money under long-term (15 years), 
low-interest rates if the Pinedo plan 


goes through. Dough would go for 
more and bigger studio buildings, en- 
larging already established outfits 


which have long sought 
funds from the banks. 


additional 


Pinedo setup would cut down on 
U. S. imports generally, although not 


affecting indispensibles. Pix not in- 
cluded in this class. Another worry 
to U. S. managers here is the fact 


that difficulties in transferring funds 
are not considered in the plan. 


| Pinedo hopes to have bark deposits 


‘Gone’ Gets 2-Theatre 
Opening in Mex City 


Mexico City, Dec. 10. | 
‘Gone With the Wind’ (M-G) is to} 
| get novelty exhibition here when at! 
long last it opens early in January. | 
A public price test is also to be made 
with this pic, to ascertain whether | 
or not the local film fans, some 
250,000 in a population of 1,750,000, | 
' will pay $3 to $3.50 (Mex) (60-75c| 
U. S.), for a smash pic. ‘Wind’ is to| 
be exhibited simultaneously in two/| 
cinemas. That has happened here | 
for some Mexican pix in the first | 
runs and occasionally in the nabes 
for home and American pix, but 
never before in the frontliners for 
a stellar American. | 

‘Wind’ is to inaugurate the reopen- | 
ing of the Cine Olimpia, only local | 
cinema that Americans directly own | 
and operate, manager of which is 
Edward B. Noonan, brother of film- 
ster Sally O'Neil. The Olimpia, after 
running steadily for 20 years, 
closed in October to undergo stream- 
lining. ‘Wind’ is scheduled to play 
the Olimpia for six weeks. Pic has 
been booked for 12 weeks by the 
| Cine Iris here, and is to run at the! 
| same time at both houses. 

There have never been such long 
bookings at any cinema for any pic 
in Mexico. ‘Rebecca’ (UA) holds 
the record, four weeks, at the se- 
lect Cine Teatro Alameda, playing 
to $2.50 to $1.50 (Mex) 50-30c U. S.). | 


Exhibs Squawk 
To Camacho On 








Venezuelan Law Seeks to Shelter 
Kid Morals From American Films 


+ 
_ 





Caracas, Venezuela, Dec. 3. 
Minors—anyone under 18 years old 
i—can no longer attend theatres here 


Interpreter Wanted | 


Sydney, Nov. 21. 





| 


Film Censoring 


Mexico City, Dec. 10. 
Pic exhibitors here have at last 
squawked about the arbitrary man- 











ner in which the Confederation of 
Mexican Workers and its boss, the 
Stalinite Vicente Lombardo Tole- 


| dano, censor pix, even those that the 
government’s censors okay. A group 
|of representative exhibitors has 
|made formal protest to President 
| Manuel Avila Camacho against the 
Confederation’s ban on ‘He Stayed 
|for Breakfast’ (Col), which had to 
|be expensively yanked at the last 
minute at the Cine Teatro 
| Alameda here. 

| The new government 
exhibitors that it 


select 


assured the 


will carefully in- 
vestigate this case and that of 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G), which the Con- 


federation tabooed some time ago be- 
cause it kids Communism. 
An executive of the Alameda went 


to see Toledano to ask him point 
biank why he had banned ‘Break- 
fast.” The labor chief declared that 
he couldn’t answer that question on 
the spot because he must con t 
with his colleagues before saying 
anything. 

The exhibitors are plenty sore. 
The Confederation has banned the 


two American pix because they spoof 


Communism; two Europeans were 
nixed because it considers them 
Nazist or Fascist. The Confedera- 
tion recently lifted its ban on one 


of the Europeans, ‘Carmen,’ which 
though made in Germany, has an all- 
Spanish cast. 


used for certain aims, including buy- | 


ing up of unsold surpluses, cheap 
housing and fostering of industry. 

Argentine film industry which is 
the largest South America would 
like to cash in on the latter phase 
Since sucn loans to lr lustry will be 
handled through the Argentine In- 
dustrial Union—an organization of 
manufacturers in all line the film 
people who enerally work inde- 
pendently are likely to get together 
for 1! tual benefit. 


BRITAIN’S SUNDAY TAX 
HAS NETTED $6,500,000 


London, Nov. 26. 

Collected as part of the data sup- 
porting their drive for Sunday open- 
ings drain of the charity tax, 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. re- 
leases figures showing this latter has 
\lifted $6,000,000 from the b.o. since 
jinception in '32. CEA bases its fig- 
ures on the 5% nick which Privy 
Council takes its share of the 
charity collections for Sunday open- 


ings 


Sans 


as 


Exhibs point out ‘greater’ use of 


this coin in way of better entertain- 
ment against whatever it is that! 
icharities do with it. 


London in 


# 1 be + 
Motorists giving people ire 
nov entitled to an extra allowa 
of gasoline. They > pla 
their honor to use it to a 
ple going to and f1 


The Navy, Army and 
Institute (NAAFI) are to send out 
a new company of The Co-Optimists 


famous concert aggregation of the 
last war, to garrison theatres and 
camps. Archie de Bear, one of the 
ifounders of original show, will pro- 
duce. and another original member! 
in the cast will be Phyllis Monk- 
man. 
| ae 

When the Green Room Club and 


Thurston's Billiard Hall 
by a in Leicester Square, 
priceless exhibition tables were de- 
stroyed, including a $30,000 


7 +.,] 
were Diasted 


bomb 


table 


presented to the Czar of Russia by 
Napoleon III, and one made for! 
Queen Victoria for Windsor Castle 
in 1838. 

Carlton theatre reopened in Hay 
j mark giving only one show dail; 


‘cover the percentage required. 
| distrib has had British 
| the ice for over a year awaiting re- 


; = 2! 


gud, "Marie 


etto with 
a day club with a cabaret, band, cook 
and other employees, all colored. 


transferring 


Bunch of pic execs, attending 
a film probe, went along armed 
with copies of VARIETY to press 
home some points on overseas’ 
affairs to the Chief Prober. 

Before entering the Prober’s 
headquarters, however, the ex- 
ecs decided to toss a coin to see 
who would act as interpreter of 
the VARIETY trade lingo. 


U. S.-PREFERRED 
FILMS KEY TO 
ANTIP ROW 


Sydney, Nov. 21. 


Trouble is looming between cer- 
tain British distrib interests and 
Aussie exhibs over British prefer- 
ence. There’s a 15% Brtish prefer- 
ence operating here, but, according 
to distribs, many Aussie exhibs have 
not carried out their quota of play- 
dates in keeping with governmental 
regulations, playing considerable 
U. S.-made product. 

Exhibs, under existing regulations, 
are required to screen around 30 
Britishers yearly. Some exhibs, so 
distribs aver, have not screened a 
single British pic, despite the fact 
that there’s ample product on tap to 
One 


on 











product 


lease dates, although U. S 
flowed onto the screens 
stant stream. 


pix have 
in a con- 


Practice here is that when 
hib fails to screen his quota, 
plies to the government for 
emption, and this in the past has 
generally been granted, especially 
regarding quota covering locally- 
mades, which are scaled at 242%. 
However, the exhib has evaded the 
latter by declaring, and rightly 
that there have not been enough 
locally-mades released to cover the 
quota percentage. 


an 
he 
an 


ex- 
ap- 


so 


Data is being collected covering 
the position for governmental study. 
with pressure expected to result 


compelling exhibs to live up to the 
regulations, 


343 OF 5,000 BRITISH 
EQUITYITES WORKING 


Nov. 


London, 26 


British Equity shows a working 
list of 343 out of 5,000 membership 
Nearly all of the employed are 


working in the provinces at drasti- 


cally reduced salaries, That includes 


the stars 





Wartime 


1 ceat Ot} 
ick in circulatior are Astoria 
( i Cro Roa 1, Marble A} 
, I ion Pavilior il 
) ( ht blasted in Leicester 
5 e bombing) among othe! 
Cockfosters hotel, near Guildford 
now the Green Room club fo1 
yw folk Among those perma- 


there are John Giel- 


Tempest and Robert 


located 





his Cuban band 


starting 


Sadler’s Wells and the Old Vic are 
their headquarters 


| north They will make Burnley, 
Lancashire, their wartime centre, 
nd wil send touring companie 
) e 


unless pictures have a top-bracket 
'moral rating. Legislation to that ef- 
fect was recently passed, applying to 
|the Federal district, which includes 
Caracas and surroundings, and is 
| similar to the District of Columbia. 
| All films rated in Venezuela are 
|‘A,’ ‘B’ or ‘C,’ depending on what is 
|feit to be their likelihood of affecting 
|morals. Classification is done by a 
board of three persons to whom dis- 
tribs must pay 30 Bolivares (25c to 
the Bolivar dollar) per picture. Only 
ones minors can go to are the ‘A’ 
pictures, 
| This rule is tough on the U. S. film 
|industry—since it supplies most of 
|the local films—because recent pic- 
tures which have done the best biz 
here are those with a true-to-life sex 
angle—Waterloo Bridge,’ for in- 
|stance. They used to get this type in 
|the French pictures. What Holly- 
| wood needs for better adult b.o. here, 
it is generally agreed, is less restric- 
| tion by the Hays office. 
| Distributors are up against another 
problem in Venezuela because of the 
lack of dollar exchange. Twentieth- 
Fox, particularly, is understood to 
have a greatr accumulation of Boli- 
vares and cannot get dollars to ship 
to the U. S., even at higher exchange 
_rates than the law allows. It’s tough 
on them as, under the new Import 
Conirol Exchange act, the only way 
to get dollars is by special permit. 
| On the exhibition situation, the 
new Boyaca theatre appears to be 
getting best grosses. It’s the leading 
| house in Caracas and has a great ad- 
vantage over others in parking fa- 
cilities. It plays Universal picts. 


Studio Worker Void 
Via Draft Averted By 
British Gov't Talks 


London, Nov. 26. 
Formation of advisory committee 
from film studio operatives to sit in 
with Minister of Labor on problems 
of personnel is direct result of con- 
versations undertaken by producers 
and union tops to wise up Govern- 
ment department on danger of a 

worker void due to military draft. 
Maurice Ostrer and R. P. Baker 
as reps for producers: A. Elton 
for briefie-makers: George Elvin and 
T. O’Brien looking after their re- 
spective union groups; A. M. Cricke 











eX- | 


t 


ett for musicians. Newsreel group 
has yet to select its representative. 
Committee assumes immediate duty, 

Loss of key men in the industry 


was a matter of growin 


Hicks Off on 2-Mo. Par 


Tour of Central Amer. 


——. 


s concern, 


in W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount’s 
reign sales chief, leave York 
in January on a two-month in- 
tour of Central American 
and Mexico. Climax of 


_ 
>» INOW 


spection 


countries 


trin will be when he presides at a 
Latin-American sales convention on 
Feb. 5 of all Latin-American coun- 
t excepting Argentina and Bra- 
Panama City. 
Hic! first stop will be in Mexico 
Del Villar Due in N. Y. 
Santiago, De 10 
B » Del Villar, P é 
ra iger for ( . g 
} e Dec 14 for t York on a 
ness trip and vacatior It his 
first visit to U. S. <in six o1 even 
vea Villar plans to attend the 
Par Latin-American convention in 


ama next February. 


Besides representing Paramount, 
rs) 


Morley. lar is one of the biggest exhibi- 
; = tors in Chile 

Robert Jorgensen was to have arg aero rreagaars 

been pre officer with the British. Brit h GN W d ? 

moet. Gennes |S ith the Briti ris Maduup: 

army in Norway, but is now with 

the British Broadcasting Corp.'s ee 

Scandinavian news service. London, Dec. 10. 

—— William Butlin, wi financed 

Ike Hatch and Don Marino Bar- , Grand National Picture Ltd., has 


applied for a receiver for his 
pany. 


This is taken to mean that GN 
| here is winding up its operations, 
J. D. Davidson, long active in 
London briefie field here, has re- 
ved a bid to join John Grierson as 
Ps 
i e I Lanad government docu- 


tary film branch. 
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WHILE most film companies 
ARE currently advertising 
ONE holiday show! 
M-G-M has FOUR of them— et 
PREVIEWED! ACCLAIMED! SURE-FIRE! 
WE have just screened 
MARX BROS. “GO WEST” and we're still roaring! 
POSITIVELY the fastest-paced laugh-getter in 
ALL the history of the Marxmen. 
WE told you about the cheering audience at 

“FLIGHT COMMAND” (Robert Taylor) 
IT’S the biggest thing since “Hell Divers” — 
THE trade press is still raving about 

*“PHILADELPHIA STORY” (Cary Grant, K. Hepburn, James Stewart) 
THE preview of “COMRADE X” (Clark Gable, Hedy Lamarr) 
iS still the howl of Hollywood! 
FOUR great holiday attractions in a row! 
EACH one certain for extended runs! 


WHO’S your Santa Claus, folks? (2 
ee 
*hnot released until 1941 <7) 
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Co-op Theatres of 


Mich. in Move 


To Shutter All Houses Xmas Eve 





Detroit, Dec. 10. 

Since it is just about the poorest 
day in the year for business any- 
how, Co-operative Theatres of Mich- 
igan has launched a movement to 
shut all houses on Christmas Eve. It 
was felt that since few came out 
it would be a good time for every- 
body to have a night off. 

More than 200 theatres in Detrroit, 
both members and non-members, 
were polled with approximately 95% 
of the operators responding in favor 
of closing. More than half of the 
houses wrote back that regardless of 
what course the others took they 
were willing to take the day off and 
not hang up a loss. 

In this community, the day before 
Christmas has been brutal on the 
picture business, for the folks who 
aren't caught up with decorating the 
trees are caught up in the series of 
office and other parties. Neighbor- 
hocds don’t catch at all, and what 
slight business there is tends to be 
downtown. However, the nabes 
come back strong on the Christmas 
Day matinees and nights. 





Huey Long-Inspired N.O. 
Censorship Law Kayoed 


New Orleans, Dec. 10. 
The voters of this city and the rest 
of the State have once and for all 
time removed the threat of censor- 
ship that has hung over its motion 
picture and stage shows since the 
late Kingfish Huey P. Long passed a 
law which he threatened to invoke 
unless the theatres restored vaude- 

ville. 
Passage of the State ‘reorganiza- 
tion’ amendment has removed the 
threat forever, since in the reshuffle 
of the State offices by the Jones re- 


gime no provisions are made for a} 


board of censors, it was revealed 
Thursday (5). 

A number of offices and depart- 
ments were combined in the new 
setup and a number of them aban- 
doned, one of them the board of 


censorship. 





Jukebox Delay 


Continued from page 7 


pictures. Mills is asking $200 ad- 
vance per machine in cash, while 
some of the lesser outfits seek $100 
in escrow. 

Advance is demanded because of 
the heavy cost per reel. Each one 
runs about $20,000 and, inasmuch as 
it isn’t practical to start the machines 
into operation without at least 10 
ree!s on hand, that means an in- 





+ 





Virginia Vale Leads 


Hollywood, Dee. 10. 

Tim Holt’s new femme lead in his 
next western at RKO is Virginia 
Vale, who played opposite George 
O’Brien in his last six cactus dramas 
on the same lot. 

Picture is the fourth in the Holt 
starring series, 


THIS DETROIT 
HOUSE SOLVES 
PARKING 


Detroit, Dec. 10. 

No small project is the Forum the- 
atre for which the plans have been 
drawn and on which. construction 
bids are now beingaecepted. The 
mew house for the northwest section 
of Detroit is being constructed by 
the Circle-Midway Theatre Com- 
pany, headed by Joseph Stoia, owner 
of two other theatres here. 

The 2,200-seater, comparable to 
many first-flight houses, is only a 
small part of the project which will 
cost $300,000. Included in the theatre 
building will be 10 stores. Probably 
the most unique feature of the entire 
'development is more than ample 
provision of parking space. With a 
site covering nearly seven acres, the 
| project provides parking space for 

1,000 cars, which figures out nearly 
'as one car for every two seats in the 
house, 

Now 














numbering 112 houses, the 


Butterfield circuit will build its first” 


house in the university town of Ann 
Arbor. The 1,900-seater, with 1,200 
s€ats on the first floor, will take the 
place of the present Majestic there. 

House will be ready to stari biz in 
August, 1941. 

United Detroit Theatres, major 
chain here, will put two new houses 
into operation with the year’s end. 
First is the Royal, which will be 
operated jointly with the Wisper & 


Westman circuit. in the northwest 
section of the city A 2,500-seater, 
the house will handle second runs, 


opening Xmas. 
The other addition to the U-D chain 
is the Bloomfield, in suburban Bloom- 


vestment, including prints, of almost | 


$250,000. Rentals average $10 a week, | 


which means reels must get more 
than 2,000 different dates for the pro- 
ducer to break even. 

The advance on film rentals will 
be dropped if and when the machines 


prove successful. Now, however, 
manufacturers feel that franchise- 
holders should share some of the 
gamble. Machines, which sell for 


about $60° (one-third down and the 
rest within a year), hold out prom- 
ises of profits of $1,000 a year—which 
must be divided with the location 
owner—if they take in $50 a week. 
Briskins’ Setup 

Revealed during the past we-k as 
financing a see-box outfit were Sam- 
uel J. and Irving Briskin. Former Is 
a top Columbia Pictures studio exec 
and latter is a Col. producer. They’re 
partners in Show-Box, Inc., 
brother, Murray Briskin, who owns 
three theatres in upstate New York; 


Mitchell Hamilburg, Hollywood 
agent, and Irving Starr, indie pro- 
ducer. Bell & Howell is making 
their equipment. They opened an 
Office last week in Columbia Pic- 
tures’ building in New York. 
Another company, Techni-Process 


Corp.. originally formed for process- 
ing film, is understood to be experi- 
menting with a new projector box to 
run its own reels. 

First Eastern-Trade Soundies 

First Eastern-made films for com- 
mercial operation in see-boxes go 
into production at Fox-Movietone 
studios in Manhattan next Monday 
(16). They are being turned out for 
Mills-Roosevelt Soundies by outfit's 
recently-named production unit 
headed by Dick Hyland and Arthur 
Leonard. 

Vincent Lopez orch will be fea- 
tured in the briefies. Tunes will be 
originals by Sonny Skyler and Le- 
Roy Homes. 
Cry,’ ‘Turn Out the Lights’ and ‘Hot 
Senorita From Union Square.’ 


with aj 


They'll include ‘Don’t | 


field. This 1,000-seater will be put 
into operation shortly after New 
Year's. 
Wilby-Kincey’s 4th Link 
Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 10. 


Contract for the Palmetto, Wilby- 
Kincey’s fourth local house, let to 
J. R. Holcombe, Columbia, S .C., and 
work begun. Will seat 850 and sked- 
ded for April 30 opening. 


C. H. Arrington, Rocky Mount, 
N. C., elected president of North- 


South Carolina Theatre Owners’ 
Ass'n. Succeeds H. A. Berry, Harts- 
ville, S .C., who becomes v.p. Roy 
Rowe, Burgaw, second v.p., and Mrs, 
Pauline Griffith, Charlotte, re-elect- 
ed sec-treas. 

Harry Schwartz of Lexington, has 
opened new Winchester, Ky., house. 
Winchester Amusement Co. building 
another. Already has two Winches- 
ter units. Plans a fourth. Ware In- 


vestment Co. has asked permit for 
$30,000 Fort Lauderdale, Fla.. house 
b. E. Gore will open new State, 


Tampa, Dec. 15. 


Clemmons’ Own Chain 
Orange, Texas, Dec. 10. 

Tom R is Opened his new 
Royal here as his first unit in a group 
of houses he expects to build and 
operate throughout the state. Clem- 
mons recently resigned from the 
Jefferson Amus. Co. to exhib on his 
own. 

This city is one throughout the 
state which is seeing a boom due to 
the Government spending for its na- 
tional defense expansion program. 
Some $105,000,000 will be spent here 
on building destroyers. 

New F.P. Canadian Link 
Victoria, B. C., Dec. 10. 
Famous Players Canadian, with the 


Clemmo! 


Capitol, Dominion and Atlas theatres | 


here, will build a new house in the 
heart of the business district, to start 
end of the year. 
John Lee’s Addition 
Spokane, Dec. 10. 
John Lee opened his new Marjoe, 
Ephrata, Wash., Dec. 6. 


Marvin Schenck to Rep 
Metro in N.Y. on Talent 





from the Coast for New York Mon- 
day (Q) after 10 days of confabs 
with Metro production execs, it is 
understood will assume the post of 
studio’s eastern representative in 
charge of talent. He has up to now 


witz, 
theatre circuit. 

There will be no change, it is said, 
in the status of Sidney Phillips and 


Al Altman, who have previously 
handled scouting and other phases 


of vice-prez J. Robert Rubin. 
Schenck will apparently fit in be- 
tween them and Rubin. 


Moskowitz declared yesterday 
(Tuesday) he could say nothing of 
any change in his assistant’s status 
until Schenck returned Friday (13). 
Altman, who has been on the Coast 
since last week, left for New York 
last night. 


Theatre Mors, 
Union Starts 








Detroit, Dec. 10. 

This week the new Theatre Man- 
agers & Assistants Union, Local 
22312, AFL, will close in on Detroit's 
chain and indie houses for the nego- 
tiation of contracts, according to 
Clayton Bordner, legal counsel for 
the local. Organization has been 
proceeding quietly here and at the 
present time the local boasts that its 
membership covers a majority of the 
city’s estimated 350 houses. Mem- 
bers here are making plenty of beefs 
about the switching around of man- 
agers in the chains’ which, 
charge, permits the houses to whittie 
down salaries until managers in 
major houses are getting below $75 a 
week. 

One of the big gripes is that small 
houses are paying their managers ex- 
tremely low in comparison to the 
booth operators. The projectionists 
|are getting $90 while some of the 
small houses pay managers, the union 
declares, $20 to $25 for weeks run- 





ning over 70 hours. Operators are 
on the 40-hour shift here, it was 
pointed out, and don’t have to take | 
| the rap when biz is bad. 

| The chains also are cited among 
those accused of having chiseled 


wages down with the switch-around 
device. Where salaries of $125 were 
paid managers in some of the big 
houses, switches have gradually 
brought in men who would work for 
$100, then $90. etc., until now some 
managers in important houses were 
said to be under $75 a week. All of 
the chains are not guilty, it was 
added, several of them keeping their 
pay at a high level despite decreased 
business, 

About 
ignored 


here are being 


the organizing, 


75 houses 


entirely in 


it was added, since, technically, they 
do not have managers, owners 
merely designating some usher on 


the floor to run the works while they 


ire out. 


Contracts here will be negotiated 
union official aid, on the basis of 
seating capacity of the houses with 
the individual capacities of nage 
also taken into consideration But, 
at least, size of the houses will be a 
factor in wage A week off. wit! 
pay, is sought but the ork I 1r 
will be negotiable 

Contracts will be sought with such 
extensive bodies as both Allied and 


Mutual while the bigger chains such 
as United Detroit and Wisper & 
Wetsman will be contacted directly 





Louis Weiss, Indie, 


| On SAG ‘Unfair’ List 


| Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Louis Weiss, indie producer, was 
given a 30-days’ notice of cancella- 
tion of his basic agreement with 
Screen Actors Guild for refusing to 
{permit Guild checkers on sets of a 
| picture. 

Guild members are not permitted 
to work in his he’s 
{on the unfair list. 


pictures while 


Marvin H. Schenck, who trained | 


been assistant to Charles C. Mosko- | A Government investigation of as- | ducer labor contact, but it is under- 


serted Wage-Hour Law violations is | stood the talks have been confined 
studio | to Wage-Hour provisions. Harold V. 
Both the Pro- | Smith, 
'ducers and union representatives dis- |Sound Technicians Local 
| cussed the situation with Col. Philip |chairman of the IATSE Business 
Wage-Hour Adminis- | Representatives Committee, insisted 
tor, on his visit here over the week- | the negotiations be started. The In- 
of talent work under the supervision | end. Following conferences with the | ternational is maintaining a_ hands 
| Guilders, Col. Fleming was guest of | off policy, but it is believed 


general manager of Loew’s | 


Drive in Det. 


they | 


| ; 
| the major companies. 
Weyl is v.p. of the society, and Urie 
= | McCleary, secretary-treasurer. The 


| 
| 


Guilds, Unions Unite in Plea 
For Probe of Wage-Hr. Law 


‘Violations in Coast Studios 





Hollywood, Dec. 10. 


|being sought by several 


Guilds and unions. 


|B. Fleming, 


negotiations with Pat Casey, pro- 


business representative of 


695 and 


rowne 


Y. Frank Freeman at a Paramount | and his associates plan to step in 
|luncheon, where he was introduced | after the situation becomes muddled 


'to other industry leaders. 

George E. Bodle, attorney for some 
3,000 members of independent film 
| Guilds, told the administrator there 
| had been numerous complaints of 
| violations relative to employment of 
|set designers and clerical workers. 
|He is said to have suggested that a 
| crew of Government investigators be 


major studio. This information would 
then be turned over to the Producers 
to be used as a guide at other stu- 
dios in the event they decided to 
complete the inquiry themselves in- 
stead of having the 
make it. 


of directors of photography ap- 
parently has been blocked, at least 
temporarily by George E. Browre, 
prexy of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage 





| 


| 


sent here to make a survey at one | 





Employees, | Jan. 7: 
Notice that all members of Interna- | Peggy Vaughn, Laura Sward, 
| tional Photographers Local 659 must | Hehman, Pat Hertzog, Blanche Cole, 
immediately resign from the Ameri- | Lee Gold, Wylie Foster, Isabel Allin- 
can Society of Cinematographers | son, Floyd Joyer, Eunice Mindlin, 
was broadcast by Herbert Aller, |CGeorge Macon, Barbara Alexander, 


or the locals find it difficult to make 
a new deal with the companies. 

Attorney John W. Lehners has 
been employed as business represent- 
ative of the Society of Motion Pice 
ture Film Editors. He succeeds Wal- 
ter Sharpe, who resigned to become 
business agent for the downtown re- 
tail clerks. 

The Screen Office Employees 
Guild, which has been certified as 


| collective bargaining representative 


|for White Collarites at seven stu- 
| dios, is now seeking to open negotia- 
| tions. Request for a meeting has been 


Government ' filed with Metro, Columbia, Univer- 


| sal, Republic, RKO, Walter Wanger 


The threatened fight over control | and Hal Roach. 


| The SOEG has nominated the fol- 
| lowing panel from which officers 
| will be elected at a general member- 
| ship meeting of the 1,800 workers on 
Glenn Pratt, Min Selvin, 
Hilda 


| business representative of Local 659. | Claire Horgan, Herta Uerkvitz, Bern- 


|The move, however, was stymied | ard 


| when prexy Browne longdistanced 
jthat any such moves would be 


Lusher, Harold Peale, Ben 
| Batchelder, Margaret Bennett, Harry 
Phillips, Bob Kingery and P. Trax- 


| handled by the International execu- | ler, 


| tive board and not by Aller, 
| Confer With Casey 
| In the meantime, several of the 10 


IATSE studio locals have opened 





| 


JOKER’ IRKS - 
SCRIBES 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Holiywood, Dec. 10. 

An indignation meeting has been 
called by the Screen Writers’ Guild 
for Wednesday (11) to consider a 
contract rider known as ‘clause X’ 
which the majors want to attach to 
all writer contracts. Scribes claim 
this clause gives the studios the right 
to allocate screen credits on expira- 
tion of the current pact with SWG 
April 10 and is interpreted as the 
producers’ unwillingness to continue 
the present agreement whereby the 
Guild has exclusive right to adjudi- 
cate credit disputes. 

Writers for the past two years set- 
tled all disputes within its own or- 
ganization and will demand elimina- 
tion of this clause, under orders not 
to sign a contract carrying such rider 





Flu Epidemic 


_~Continued from page 2 





cationists acting as fifth columnists. 
The germ is identified by a lei, a 
grass skirt and a ukulele. When it 
the victim it sings ‘Aloha,’ 
which means that you are going to 
be stung with a hospital bill. 
That is, if you are lucky enough 
to get into a hospital in Los An- 


geles or vicinity. Every hospital in 
these parts is as busy as a hotel dur- 
ing an American Legion convention. 
If it keeps up, the patients will have 
to be registered for the Flu Fu- 
turity. 

A list of casualties reads like 
*‘Who’s Who and Who Ain't in Holly- 
wood.” The peak was reached Sat- 
afternoon when Notre Dame 
played U. S. C., which brought out 
the germ-sprayers in droves. 

Judy Canova among the Coasties 
caught by the flu epidemic. She’s 
been bedded ever since her return 
from an eastern p.a. tour two weeks 
ago. Work at Republic not held up, 
as next two stories for her are still 

in preparatory stage. They’re ‘Sis 
| Hopkins’ and ‘Puddin’ Head.’ 


urday 


Art Directors Elect 
Albert D’Agostino is the new presi- 
dent of the Society of Motion Picture 
Art Directors, which is now trying 
to negotiate a basic agreement with 
Carl Jules 


new board of directors is composed 
of Stanley Rogers, Urie McCleary, 
Albert D’Agostino, Carroll Clark, 
Carl Jules Weyl, Robert Haas, Earl 
|Hedrick, Robert Usher, Jerome 
|Pycha, Perry Smith, Ralph DeLacy, 
| Bill Ihnen, Joseph Wright, Lewis 
Rachnil, Alexander Goltizlen, Mau- 
|rice Rausford and McClure Capps. 

| Motion Picture Studio Grips Local 
|80 of the IATSE is mulling a pro- 
|posal to increase its initiation fee 
from $200 to $500. Groups sponsor- 
ing move believe action would close 
the membership and provide more 
work for those already affiliated. 


Petition for certification of the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild as collece 
tive bargaining representative for 


1,000 workers at Walt Disney, Screen 
Gems, Inc., Leo Schlesinger and Wale 
ter Lantz is being filed with the Nae 
tional Labor Relations Board. The 
Guild for several weeks has been 
secretly signing up employees on 
these lots. 


Brigham Heads Projectionists 

James Brigham has been elected 
president of Motion Picture Projec- 
tionist Local 165 of the IATSE. 
Other officers are Richard Silvey, 
vice-prexy; Jack T. Payne, treasurer, 
and John Swartz, busine rep 

The American Arbitration Associn- 
tion is opening a Coast office here 
Feb. 1 to arbitrate disputes arising 
out of the new methods of selling 
filr The AAA also is considering a 
propos .l to enter the general com- 
mercial field and may even handle 
union-employer disputes 

3allots will be mailed out Thurs- 


day (12) for election of a new board 
of governors for the Academy of Mo- 


tion Picture Arts and Sciences. Polls 
close Friday (20). The following 
nominations have been made: Ed- 
ward Arnold, Fay Bainter, Donald 
Crisp, Bette Davis, Greer Garson, 
Gene Lockhart, Tyrone Power, Rosa- 
lind Rvssell, James Stewart, Frank 


Capra, Michael Curtiz, Cecil B. De- 
Mille, Garson Kanin, Frank L'-vd, 
Mervyn LeRoy, Ernst Lubitsch. ~-m 
Wood, William Wyler, Henry Blanke, 
Y. Frank Freeman, Jesse L. Lasky, 
Sol Lesser, Kenneth Macgowen, Joe 
Pasternak. David O. Selznick. Walter 
Wanger, Darryl F. Zanuck, Jane 
Murfin, Norman Reilly Raine, Robert 
tiskin, Allan Scott. Carey Wilson, 
Bernard Herzbrun, Nathan Levinson, 
Thor T. Moulton, Anne Bauchens, 
Harold J. McCord. 
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A Newsreel Clips in Radio City 
House Bring a Few Mixed Reactions 


Forty-eight-hour experiment to get 
audience reaction to use of newsreels 
sunplied by UFA, German state-con- 
trolled film organization, was made 
by Newsreel Theatres, Inc., at its 
Radio City. N. Y., house last Wednes- 
day and Thursday. Although there 
were few squawks, no decision has 
been made as to whether any more 
of the reels will be used. It appears 
unlikely, however. 

Fearful of a reaction that it was 
using German propaganda, house 
took elaborate precautions to warn 
patrons in advance of what they were 


to see. Prolog announced: ‘In recent 
weeks, “we have shown you several 
British documentary films such as 
‘London Can Take It’ and ‘Britain 


on Guard.’ The film which you are 
about to see is a picture of the other 
side of the war. We present it purely 
for its historical news value. We will 
be glad to receive your written com- 
ments on this type film. See any at- 
tendant.’ 

Despite the invitation. declared 
W. French Githens, prez of the outfit, 
only five people made any comment 
in the two days. ,Three patrons 
beefed and twe complimented the 
house. Some of the complaints were 
not about the pictures themselves, 
but the fact that the German govern- 
ment was getting paid for their use. 
Githens said the reels were rented 
‘for a very small daily charge.’ 

Film had been ©o completely edited 
there was virtually nothing on which 
to squawk. First day there were 
four subjects. running about eight 
minutes, while the second day one 
sequence was removed, cutting the 
footage to six and one-half minutes. 
Scissored was the signing of the Axis 
pact between Germany, Italy and 
Japan. Others showed Prince Michacl 
of Rumosnia greeting his mother, 
Queen Helen, upon her return to the 
country after Carol scrammed; peo- 
ple in Denmerk cheering for. King 
Christian on his birthday, and the 
Nazi air force at work. 

Althourh UFA—in its anxiety to 
get a midtown Manhattan showing— 
had foregone its usual stipulation 
that the reels cannot be exhibited 
except as supnlied, Newsreel Thea- 
tres made no change in the commen- 
tary. They did, however, choose only 
those sequences in which the Ger- 
man commentator (he speaks in Eng- 
lish) said nothing they thought could 
be construed as objectionable. 

Rumanian footage struck princi- 
pally as being objectionable because 
it was so dated by more recent 
events in that country. ~ It included 
one sequence of a parade of Ruma- 
nian Legionnaires giving the Nazi 
salute. Danish footage was utterly 
without anything that could be 
thought of as objectionable. 

Nazi Air-Raid Shots 

Films of Germany’s air force in 
action, except to supersensitive pro- 
Britishers. could be taken as no more 
propagandistic than daily newspaper 
stories from Berlin and London. 
There can be no denying raids are 


taking place and damage is being 
done. Shown are German pursuit 


teaven rushing to take off to intercent 
sritish attackers while they are still 
over the Channel: a machine-gunner 
at work while the plane is on the 
wing (good photography): anti-air- 
craft batteries firing at raiders in the 
vicinity of Berlin (there’s prona- 
ganda in the commentary here. done 
in the restricted style Germans have 
recently been using: ‘In most cases. 
the anti-aircraft batteries compel tho 
enemy to turn back’; fighting squad- 
rons on a night rald over Engla 

showing a Nazi plane trying to es- 
cape British searchlights which stick 
to it and the dronping of bombs with 
® resultant flash in the complete 





darkness belew. Commentator re- 
rnarks, ‘British docks can be seen 
burning,’ but it could well be anv- 


thing at all as far as the audience can 
tell 


Newsreel corporation prez de- 
clared his main reason for taking the 
Nazi pictures is his inabilitv to get 


sufficient product for the Radio City 
house, which the only one in ths 
chain making a complete change of 
bill twice a week. With no coverage 
of Eurone by American companies. 
he usually has no more than 1714 
minutes of news for an hour show. 
he said, which necessitates five 
shorts, far too many for a newsreel 
theatre. Githens said he also wants 
to keen the UFA source open in the 
event it is able to offer at some fu- 
ture time ‘a sensational’ clip of one 
kind or another. 

Newsreel head nrotests any thought 
that he is exhibiting German propa- 
ganda by pointing to a certificate on 
his office wall showing he has con- 
tributed three pints of blood to the 
British Red Cross blood bank. 

Herb. 


Flood of Nazi Newsreel 
Clips Arrived Recently 


Flood of German 
@rriving in N. Y. 


, 


{n the trade 


newsreel clips 
have been reported 
during, the last 


»@ 


10 days,, 
eae 


some reportedly even containing air- 
plane shots of the bombing of Lon- 
don, Nazi pictures apparently are 
dodging the British blockade by 
shipping over a circuitous route, en- 
tering the U. S. via South America 
In the past, pictures have been 
shipped to South Africa, then to a 
Latin-American country and thence 
to N. Y. by Pan-American planes. 
Another route is by the way of Rus- 
sia and Japan, but not popular be- 
cause taking such a long time. 
Many of the Nazi clips have been 
offered American newsreel com- 
panies but invariably refused be- 
cause of German government insist- 


ence that the material be unaltered | 


from the original version. This has 
prevented U. S. newsreel 
from 
tempo with general pro-British sen- 
timent in this country. 

As done with other foreign news- 
reel clips, this generally means a 
complete new sound track and bars 
any Nazi propaganda from creeping 
into the news shots. In the past, 
German government representatives 
in N. Y. have complained against 
this deviation from the original, 
with the result that American news- 


editors | 
editing to their style and in| 


reels quit using the Nazi clips en- | 


tirely. 


COMRADE X 


Hollywood, Dec. 4. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of King 
Vider production; produced by Gottfried 
Reinhardt, Stars Clark Gable, Hedy lLa- 


marr, features Oscar Homolka, Felix Bres- 
rt, E Arden. . 


Sereenplay by 


Eve Directed by King Vidor. 


Ben Hecht and Charles Led- 


erer; original by Walter Reisch; camera, 
Joseph Ruttenberg; special effects, Arnold 
Gillespie; editor, Harold F. Kress lre- 
viewed at Westwood Village, Dec. 3, '40 
Running time, 87 MINS, 

McKinley B. Thompson........ Clark Gable 
SPNNE, 5s. cae y ane wa ck were -Hedy Lamart 
kg ng Ge Oe eee Oscar Homolka 
i 2 Se ee en ee Felix Bressart 
"eae nee ne eee Eve Arden 
Emil Von Hofer..... Seeeveces Sig Rumann 
Ne: coscccccccoccese Natasha Lytess 
Mik et Bastakotl..cccseve Viadimir Sokoloff 
SURI oii kc ba eae eure eewien Edgar Barrier 
Oe SE ere earn ee John Piccori 





Cracking vigorously and lustily at 
Communism and its precepts, with 
broadest comedic strokes and not- 
too-subtle satire, and garnished with 
several torrid love sequences be- 
tween Hedy Lamarr and Clark 
Gable, ‘Comrade X’ is a smacko en- 
try for topflight biz. Starring duo 
provide bright marquee sparkle for 
general holdovers in the key spots, 
where adult trade will quickly catch 
the sharply-pointed intent of the 
rousing tale. 

As title implies, action is laid in 
Russia, with Gable, a love-’em-and- 
leave-’em, elbow-bending American 
reporter cutting a wide swath as a 
carefree Lothario and outwitter of 
the censors in coding stories through 
to the outside. Gable hits a hurdle 
in maintaining his secret when sim- 
ple-minded Felix Bressart, hotel 
porter, threatens exposure of the re- 
porter’s true identity unless Gable 
sets Bressart’s daughter out of the 
country immediately. Seems the 
girl, although a rabid Communist. 
is slated to be liquidated by the 
Kremlin. Matter-of-fact agreement 
of the girl to the plan, with ritual 
of typical Russian marriage cere- 
mony and her quick breakdown un- 
der Gable’s embraces, sets the stage 
for a centinual series of laugh situ- 
ations before the pair finally get out 
of the country. 

Picture resembles Garbo’s ‘Nin- 
otchka’ only in that it again directs 
well-aimed shafts of humor at Com- 
munistic actions and preachments, 
for plenty of rousing humor. Un- 
reeling at a rapid clip, laughs are 
generated by slick combination of 
situations and dialog, with a typical 
Sennettian slapstick chase of armored 
tanks across the border to safety for 
a wild climax. 

Gable provides a strong character- 
ization 


of the ever - resourceful 
American newspaperman, and will 
catch the attention of the women 


sectors with his cave-man taming of 
his obstinate bride who finally melts 
to his amorous campaign. Miss 
Lamarr is handed the strongest role 
of past pictures on her home lot. 
and demonstrates she can be more 
than decorative by a good display of 
both deadpan comedy and romantic 
antics. 

Supporting cast is of high calibre 
Bressart hits comedy peaks in a rich 
character role; Oscar Homolka and 
Viadimir Sokoloff click briefly 
police commissars; Eve Arden is an 
aggressive American reporter: and 
Natasha Lytess shines as a Russian 
secretary. Hair-pulling battle be- 
tween latter and Miss Lamarr over 
Gable’s affections is a honey. 

Script by Ben Hecht and Charles 
Lederer is rich in entertainment fac- 
tors. with direction by King Vidor 
deftly milking every ounce of com- 


as 


edv and satire from the material 
provided. Picture is first producer 
chore of Gottfried Reinhardt at 
Metro. after moving over from the 
tT 


ywalbher 


jot, , Photography, ky Joseph 


| Directed by 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Comrade X’ (M-G). Broad sa- 
tirical comedy directed at the 
Communists. Gable-Lamarr star- 
rer rates topline biz. 

‘Let's Make Music’ (RKO). 
Bob Crosby and orchestra in un- 
important filler for the second- 
ary duals. 

‘Nobody's Children’ (Col). 
Mediocre dualer about young- 
sters’ tragedies in an orphanage. 

‘Trail of the Vigilantes’ (U). 
Fast-action western drama with 
overtone of comedy and under- 
tone of satire. 

‘It’s in the Air’ (Brit.). George 
Formby in a passable slapstick 


comedy with songs about a 
dodo’s misadventures in the 
RAF. 

‘West of Pinto Basin’ (Mono). 


Third start for the Range Bust- 
still finds series digging for 
footing. So-so. 

‘The Lilac Domino’ (British). 
Not likely for American b.o. 

‘Boy’ (Spanish). Disappoint- 
ing ‘Super’ concerning Spain's 
past greatness. 


ers 











Ruttenberg 
and miniature and special effects 
work under direction of Arnold Gil- 
lespie in the tank chase sequence is 
of highest grade. Walt. 


LET’S MAKE MUSIC 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


RKO releaee of Howard Benedict pro 
duction, Stars Bob Crosby; features Jean 
Rogers, Elisabeth Risdon, Joseph Buloff, 


Joyce Compton, Bob 


Leslie 


orchestra. 
Screenplay 


Crosby's 
Goodwins. 


by Nathanael West; special dialog, Helen 
Phillips and Bernard Dougall; songs, Dick 
Robertson, James F, Hantey, Sammy My- 
sels, Gil Rodin, Bob Crosby, job Hag- 
gart tay Bauduc, Matty Malneck, Johnny 
Mercer: camera, Jack Mackenzie: editor, 
Desmond Mareuette Previewed at West- 
; Wood Village, Dec. 6, '40. Running time, 
sS2 MINS. 

I Ac a a a ih ee — 30ob Crosby 
et Me EE OPTUS .. Jean Rogers 
Malvina Adams.........-- Klisabeth Risdon 
300 Bevan... ccasesecocseces: 0OSEDH BUNT 
NN a a a et tk a Joyce Compton 
Tom Trrrerrery Te Bennie Bartlett 
ae MOORE: « Ktctéiaewers Louis Jean Heyat 
MOROUNCOE, 6 icceedseiescce nied Bill Goodwin 
Ras BION ss cc ateenned aces ees Frank Orth 
PEOO WOOT. 5:i.3.60656400a0ee8 Grant Withers 
Eddie ‘ss Venue neeneohes Walter Tetley 
Mus PUUIMMET ss 8teecen <a ..Benny Rubin 
SINGS. cccccecseccccoccceces- -cacgueline Nash 
eit: | ene ie ese Donna Jean Dolfer 


Aside from Bob Crosby's debut 


| 
is excellent throughout; | 


| liberal 


film appearance with his band, ‘Let's | 


Make Music’ has little to commend 
it. Burdened with a dull, draggy 
and over-length script, 
meaningless and pointless dialog, 
picture drops into the filler groove 
where running time is required to 
fill out a dual program. 


filled with | 


Exhibs | 


counting on particular local follow- | 


ing of Crosby for draw will find the 
picture a one-night stand. 

In addition io a sputtering and 
over-dialoged script, picture fails to 
suitably mount the several appear- 
ances of Crosby’s band and enter- 
tainers. Story, built around re- 
juvenation of an elderly schoolmarm 
whose first song becomes a hit, does 
little more than 


generate yawns. 
Elisabeth Risdon is the cauntry 
school teacher, whose high schooi 
song is so corny it is put over as a 


novelty by Crosby and his orch. The 
old lady goes to New York during 
vacation to sing her number with 
the band, enjoys momentary success, 
and finally returns to her teaching 
chores with a new slant on life. In 
between there's a static romance be- 
tween Jean Rogers and Crosby, and 
unimportant attempts at comedy by 
Joseph Buloff, recruit from the Yid- 
dish and later the Broadway stage. 

Miss Risdon works hard to put 
over her characterization, but the 
material is generally shoddy. Crosby 
is too camera-conscious for his act- 
ing role. and would have been bet- 
ter displayed in front of 
exclusively. Jean Rogers is 


the hand 
waat ayvaatita 


pretty. 


Helen Phillips and Bernard 
Dougall, writers of Crosby’s radio 
scripts, are credited with providing 
special dialog for the bandsman. 
It’s sophomoric to the extreme. Di- 
rector Leslie Goodwins is snowed 
under with the burdensome and 


amateurish script tossed into his lap 

Four songs, all unimportant. are 
delivered by Crosby, the Bobcats 
and others. ‘Let’s Make Music’ is in 


Walt. 


’ 
NOBODY’S CHILDREN 
Columbia production and 
Edith Fellows, Billy Tee, Lois Wil- 
Walter White, Jr. Directed by Charles 
farton Original, Doris Mall adapted 
from Walter White, Jr.'s. r program 
the same 1 . Benjamin 
I Richard Fantl. At Strand, 
Dec. 5, '46, dual. Running 


release. Fen- 
tures 


son, 









ime; camera 





Pat... eee ..Edith Fellows 
romn (seen eees FSOReCecsesvececRsiuy LO 
Mra. Marshall... .ccccccesssss Georgia Caine 
Miss Jam cecccocess sere e108 Wilson 
Walter White, Jr..cee. .Wa r White, Jr 
Ae lt) re eccocecsess - HEN Taggart 
BITS, Miller. ccs ccccssenesevs» Mary Currier 
a ee 6006600000608 Marv Gordon 
M ss Spe: mar ceecnceres Lillian West 
Ba. ROUGE 404 eae eOaeeo nse William Gould 

The original premise upon which 
‘Nobody's Children’ as a film was 


based probably seemed like a good 
one, but in Columbia’s production of 
the radio program of the same"name. 


film soon Joses.some of its sentimen- ! 


{ 
tal buoyancy backgrounding the 
story of kids in an orphanage. It's 
strictly for the lower half of the 
| duals. 
Walter White, Jr.’s radio ‘Children 
emanates weekly from Los Angeles, 
‘and probably has-its share of senti- 
mental interest that, undoubtedly, 
|promulgated the program's filming. 
| But according to Hollywood picture 
| standards, this film, after peeping in- 
to the lives of these youngsters, with 
their own personal tragedies—all of 
| which takes just a couple of reels— 
there isn’t enough to warrant much 
beyond that. 
White is in the film, playing him- 
'self, and the film opens with his 


, 


| pective parents, incidentally. 


‘around the tragedy of a brother, aged 
| nine, and his crippled sister, 13, the 
latter’s infirmity being responsible 
lfor her constant ignoring by the 
| adoption-minded while the boy. re- 
lfuses to be separated from his sister 
bent a likely adoptee. 
| 


roungster, and does well, while Billy | 
Lois | 


V 

|Lee is her brother, and okay. 
Wilson gets by in a minor role. 
Kan, 


Trail of the Vigilantes 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
production and Fea- 
tures Franchot rone, Warren William, 
Broderick Crawford, Andy Devine, Mischa 
Auer, Porter Hall and Vegey Moran, Di- 
rected by Allan Dwan, Original s« reenplay 


Universal release 
I 


by Harold Shumate; camera, Joseph Val- 
entine and Milton Krasner; editor, kd- 
fward Curtiss; ass’t director, Vernon Keays. 


Previewed at RKO Hillstreet, L. A., Dec. 


5. '40. Running time, 73 MINS. 

Kansas (Tim Muson)........ Franchot Tone 
DAWSON. coeeeces pene es ..Warren William 
Swanee...cccocsesee--- Broderick Crawford 
Meadows. cccccccccsscrssssseeeé Andy Devine 
MOI. «- seneces 6004s00saeheets ese aoe 
ee tg ) PCr ...Porter Hall 
Barbara Thornton,.... ....-Peggy Moran 
George Preston,..cee.- Samuel S, Hinds 


Thornton... Charles Trowbridge 


LOSty cccccccescesevoceccsssegevese Paul Fix 
Phil. o- 6056s0s0de6essoeecessse Harry Cording 
JOO. cocovcsvcersecccesercceses Max Waguel 

‘Trail of the Vigilantes’ is a 
straight western garrying plentiful 


action, hard riding, villainous cattle 
rustlers and whizzing chases, plus a 
dash of straight-line and 
satire directed at westerns 
in general. Picture isaft ist-actioner 
with plenty of broadside comedy, 
and rates as a strong programmer to 
fill the supporting spots in keys and 
subsequents. 


sideline 


It’s a neatly concocted feature 
with a double-edged purpose for 
bookings. In the secondary spots for 
the keys. the upper strata audiences 


will catch the thinly-disguised bur- | 
lesquing of the story with the nu- | 


'radio setup in an orphanage, from | 
where he introes youngsters who say | 
a few words to listeners—and pros- | 
Then, | 


more pertinently, the film revolves | 


s | Air Force 
Edith Fellows plays the crippled | gucce 


‘timid Joe 


| but 
| homeliness of his own, plus a potent 


|or effective bits. 


| 
| 
| 


IT’S IN THE AIR _ 


(With Songs) 


(BRITISH-MADE) 

| BR. S. B. release of Basil Deane produce 
| tion Stars George Formby. Dire ‘ted le 
Anthony Kimmins. Original story and 
| scenario, Anthony Kimmins: music. tte: 1Ke 
| Formby, Harry Gifford, Fred fe. Clifte 
Harry Parr-Davies; camera, Ronald Neame 
| Gord m Dine, At Little Carnegi: N ‘ 

ec, 0, "40. Running time: 74 MINS. 
a ee ETS ecee George Formby 
POET ees icine keeuas Oeerecceces Polly Ward 
Commanding Officer..... .-Garvy Ma 
Sergeant-Major...... ° Julien Mitchell 
| COR. wcvaces Coeseceeeeeesecss Juck Hobbs 
Sir Philip...cee cocceccecs sf Donier W n 
| Adjutant..... eecvccccscess - Miidiae! Shepley 
| Rey oo secsecesenoebovesees rs Halo Gordon 
1 AMTIME. ccccccccsecceseseceoce: t - 
a: vcceiemammmtbseennecs Risks ton came 
Pes. 6 08 60600000060600600000+. al Melford 
Gardener. coseccccccoscsesss-ieliot Makel n 
Sermeant.ceecce TT YUL Joe Cunning} m 


As the last war inspired a flock of 
slapstick pictures about the armed 
| services, such as ‘Shoulder Arms’ 
,;and a score of lesser efforts, so the 
| present conflict is beginning to 
| sprout its crop of the same. Such a 
is this British import starring 


} one 
George Formby and using the Royal 
as the springboard for a 
ssion of hoke buffoonery. It's 
strictly formula, but principally due 
to Formby’s ludicrous mugying, it 
sums up as passable diversicn 
Formby is a sort of less raucous, 
E. Brown, not quite as 
bizarre as the Great Square Mouth, 
with a= distinct horse-faced 


comedy knack, a keen sense of pace 
and a definite personal appeal. In 
this picture he unintentionally be- 


|comes intangled in the R.A-F., is 
{mistaken for a flyer and. after 
stumbling through a series of B- 


| picture mishaps, does one of those 
| too-familiar 


stunt flying episodes 
when he inadvertantly takes a plane 
into the air. 

Latter episode is much too long 
for such a stereotyped contrivance 
and most of the earlier misadven- 


tures can be spotted a mile off. But 
there are a few fairly amusing 
comedy twists, and Formby’s few 


song bits give the picture a boost. 
As indicated, the script and direc- 
tion are pattern jobs, while the 
photography has few original slants 
Polly Ward is an 
appealing love interest, although the 
single shot of her legs should have 
been ieft in the cutting room. Julien 
Mitchell is skillful as an apoplectic 
sergeant major, Jack Hobbs is a 
properly hateful other man and the 
others are standard. 

Picture should do as a_ bottom 
dualer, chiefly on Formby’'s clowning 
and the R.A.F. angle. Hobe. 


WEST OF PINTO BASIN 


(WITH SONGS) 


: Monogram release of George \W Weeks 
merous interjected cracks aimed in | production. Stars John King, Kay Corrie 
that direction. For the action | gan, Max ‘Terhune, Directed by Roy 
patrons, there are all the ingredients | —— Phi et dae ah gghinternig 
necessary for lusty entertainment. | Frank sanucel: editor, Rov Claire. Ree 

Two handicaps are apparent to | viewed, Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., du Rune 
prevent this one from being a top | ning time, 60 MINS. : a 
program satire that could hit sur- | oe renee eee e nett eee e ea ees lege Ae oe 
prising biz—the title tabs it as a | Alibi... CEPA ARS M x Terhune 
regulation western, and script does | Joan.........cccc cece eeceee® Gwen Gaze 
not point up the kidding premise of | Harvey..........+++eeeeee: fristan Coffin 
the story early enough in the un- pene tenet eeeererenes aaee Tice 
reeling. A slight switch to focus at- — lich ghee " Gant deka 
tention in the first sequences that | Sheriff..........cccecececeee: Rud Osborne 
everything was not to be according | Summers........e0-ese+e+s Phil Dunham 
to rote, and is to be taken with a | JONES... ++ seceeeeeeeeeees tn mane 
laugh from the start, could have Pn aes erat onnout RO ~" i _ 
strengthened the audience attitude Close on the heels of two pre- 
considerably. As it stands, the semi- , 


sophisticates will not catch the 
satirical intent until along in the 
third reel, but then it’s fast and 
merry entertainment for the _ initi- 
ated. 

Franchot Tone is the tenderfoot 


reporter and marshal who drifts into 
the western town to investigate the 
disappearance of his predecessor. | 
Broderick Crawford, a battling cow- 
boy, takes Tone under his wing, to- 
gether the itinerant Russian, 
Mischa Auer. Adding Andy Devine, | 


ith 


who functions as valet to Crawford. | 


story has a mixed foursome of hefty 
potentialities for both regulation 
western rough-and-tumble and some 
broadly concocted gags and slapstick 
situations. And there is Peggy 
Moran, the rancher’s daughter, who 
persistently pursues T through- 


ne 


out to the eventual clinch. Warren 
William is the slick sharper collect- 
ing tribute from the ranchers as 
head of the protective association, 
jand in due course is exposed by 
Tone. 

This is Tone’s first film since he 
left Hollywood for Broadway legit. 
He’s a tenderfoot in mounting a 
horse at the opening, and still a 
neophyte at the end. Crawford is 
ready for action at all times either 


with fists or guns, while Devine and 
Auer provide many laugh moments 
with their antics and broadly slap- 
stick routines. Peggy Moran has 
more than the routine heroine role 
as the rancher’s wildcat daughter. 
Supporting cast include Porter Hall, 
Samuel S. Hinds and Charles Trow- 
bridge. 

Hollywood stunt men have a field 
day in the two wild barroom brawls 
and the several wild chases incor- 
porated in the action. Director Al- 
lan Dwan slips most of the regula- 


tion western situations into the 
picture, but provides such a fast | 
pace and levity in unfolding that | 


each succeeding episode is accept- 
able. 

Picture js set against some eye- 
filling scenic backgrounds that are 
excellently photographed by Joseph 
Valentine and Milton Krasner 


Walt, 


| option time. 


vious adventures of the Range Bus- 
ters (John King, Ray Corrigan 
Max Terhune), ‘West of the Pinto 
Basin’ is no rave among westerns, 
but grooved nearly enough to the 
average to satisfy. Whether or not 
the series is building into anything 
is vet to be seen, however. 

This trio is an assembly out- 
casts, all of them having had calls in 
other westerns, two of them in other 
series flicks, with demands unmet at 
They were grouped by 
George Weeks, who before turning 


of 


producer,‘ was a top man with the 
Monogram and GB sales forces. 
Stagecoach piracy in the open 
spaces is the business at hand for 
the three in this pic, they being 
called in to lend hand, muscle and 
gun to the cleanup of a sour law 
situation. Overland shipments are 
consistently nabbed by Triston Cof- 


fin’s organized mob, tipped off at the 
right time by a bank employee. Phil 
Dunham. To make the male interest 
have point, the bank is run by Gwen 
Gaze, which leads Corrigan anda 
King into a double play .or her 
hand, while Terhune, light on ven- 
triloquism this time, does the clown-~ 
ing. Miss Gaze is no dazzler, | 
rates along with the western 


ana 
hero- 
ines who come in for a few flickers 


' and then fade for lack of punch. 


As songs go, John King, once & 
: 13 
(Continued on page 25) 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Richard Carroll and Betty Hop- 
kins sold two yarns in a week, ‘Epi- 
sode in Lisbon’ to Metro and ‘My 
Old Man’ to Columbia. 
Warners bought ‘Navy 
Arthur Horman. : 
Metro purchased the Hans Hafka 
yarn, ‘The Uniform.’ 
Jerry Sackheim sold h 5 
paper tale, ‘Obituary,’ t® Columbia. 
Twentieth-Fox acquired ‘Swamp 
Water” a Satevepost serial by 
Vereen Bell. ; oe 
Columbia bought an untitled rat 
by Sy Bartlett about tropical at? 
life, 


Blues,’ by 


his news- 


i 





| 
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PAT CONSTANCE 


i i 
AT, 


with 


JOHM HALLIDAY - MELVILLE COOPER - ALAN BAXTER 


Screen play by P.J. Wolfson « Directed by John Brahm 
Produced by Samuel Bischoff 





The stirring saga of a leccnating - loves, 
feuds and valiant destiny... 


pf INGRID WARNER 


BERGMAN - BAXTER 
LEGACY 


Fay Wray + Susan Hayward - Richard Denning 
Robert shaw - Helen Westley 


Screen play by William Hurtbutt, 








TOGETHER 
\' Michael Btankfort FOR THE 
a A ROBERT SHERWOOD 


\ PRODUCTION iM gta le FIRST TIME! 
YQ Directed by GREGORY RATOFF C0 B 


zs oa Wi RUSSELL Melvyn DOUGLAS 


BINNIE ALLYN GLORIA LEE J. GLORIA 
BARNES - JOSLYN - DICKSON - COBB - HOLDEN 

STUDIO OF THEM ALL! 
ib JOAN 


Based upon the play by Edwin Burke, as pro- 
duced by Patterson McNutt + Screen play by 
George Seaton, Ken Englund, P. J. Wolfson 
Produced by William Periberg 
~ Directed by ALEXANDER HALL 
TONE: BENNETT 
a4 » : 


A Girl's Best Friend|s Wall Street HMR y crent- 
| REAR 
ased upon the Cosmopolitan Magazine story by Jane Alen | STRAINS THON ‘Tran / GEORGE STEVENS’ Production 


= IREN IE. CRANT 


Penny 
Serenade 


with 
BEULAH BONDI + EDGAR BUCHANAN + ANN DORAN 
i 
ey Based on the McCall’s Magazine serial novel by Martha Cheavens 
#7? Screen play by MORRIE RYSKIND « Directed by CEORGE STEVENS 
oo 











Directed by RICHARD WALLACE © Produced by CHARLES R. ROGERS 


y x, 
= BELLAMY... em Queen 


RADIO’ AND , i _— 
“eee Master Detective Bae awa 
oe, wits Charley Grapewin nD me i 
james Burke + Michael Whaten . 
Screen play by Eric Taylor « Story by ELLERY QUEEN 
Directed by Kurt Neumann 
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Streamlined Sonja Clicks at Bow 


Of $180,000 Ice Show in Houston 


| FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 8. 

‘Streets of Paris’ with ‘Dr, Think- 
a-drink’ Hoffman, Sid Marion and 
Cliff Hall, Hylton Sisters, Frank and 
Jean Hubert, Ernesto and Talio, 
| Petch and Deauville, Pegay Alex- 
ander, Don Richards, Anne Crosly; 
Angels Over Broadway’ (Col). | 





Houston, Dec. 7. 


‘Hollywood Ice Revue’ starring 
Sonja Henie; produced by Arthur 
Wirtz: costumes, Raoul Pene du Bois; 
staged by Leon Leonidoff; dances 
directed by Harry Losee; features 
Harrison Thomson, Eugene Mikeler, 
Fritz Dietl, Tommy Lee, Charles 
Slagle, Fredy Trenkler, Jimmy Sisk 
and Irving Gregg; opened at Coli- 
seum, Houston. 





| = 
| Considerably shrunk but still try- 

For the third successive year, Sonja ing to struggle along as a revue, this 
Henie opened the national tour of, marks the second appearance here | 
her ‘Hollywood Ice Revue’ in Hous- this year of ‘Streets of Paris,’ now at | 
ton at the Coliseum. It is an $180.000 | 55c top and with no Carmen Miranda. | 
production, costing $35,000 more than While most of the names have | 
last year’s. a pee seen some Say | 

jf “iL j ite u 00 ossed in to it a vau ? 

FE agg Po gor Prey 2 flavor, but it still suffers from try- 
Henie has set for beautiful, colorful 
revues. Opening a bit ragged, due to 
the lost time at rehearsal caused by 
the performer strike in Hollywood 
last month, the revue became 
smoother and speedier with added 





First 10 or 15 minutes of the revue 


that opening dressing room scene 
with the chorus in their American- 


| handsome presentation 
excellent use of the vast surround- | 


ing to tabloid the original. 


didn’t seem to register much .after | 


Paris number (hard to get the lyrics) | 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





Mata and Hari, Nicholas Daks, 
Miller Brothers and Lois, the Del 
Rios, Vivien Fay, Robert Landrum, 
Diana Krupska, Belle Kelman, 
Rabana Hasburgh, Maia Abiliah, 
Thelma Corey, Louise Fornaca, Mar- 


igaret Fink, Glee Club, Rockettes, 
Corps de Ballet, Music Hall sym- 
phony orchestra directed by Erno 


Rapee, Richard Leibert at the organ; 
‘Thief of Bagdad’ (UA), reviewed 
in Variety, Oct. 16. 





Following recent custom, the 
Music Hall’s current stage show has 
a fairly definite theme throughout, 
in this case indicated by the title 
‘Rule of Three.’ As usual, it’s a 
and makes 
interludes 


ings. There are a few 


during which the show is lost on the | 


huge stage, but generally its satis- 
factory entertainment. 
Besides the always-click Rock- 
ettes, three numbers stand out. They 
are Mata and Hari, the Del Rios 
and Vivien Fay, the latter soloing 
with ‘the ballet ensemble. Miller 


Brothers and Lois, colored tappers, | 


are more or less standard, except for 
elaborate staging. Other stage skits 


|include a comedy sketch about the 


Three Trees,’ with Diana Krupska, 
Belle Kellman, Rabana_ Hasburgh, 


goes in heavily for singing and nov- 
lelty. Aside from being clicko in 
| both sweet and swing, band is well- 
balanced, leaning to the smooth 
rhythm style. Typical of this slick 
tune-handling is ‘Trade Winds,’ 
billed as first being introduced by 


PARAMOUNT, \N. Y._ 


Rosemary Lane, Red Skelton with 
| Edna Stillwell, Darlene Walters, Ray 
| Herbeck Orch (13) with Betty B 


sC 1 ~ 





. son, Benn Stabler, F ans 
the outfit. It also recorded the num- Inkspots (4): Gominet "Meri 
ber. Allen Holmes, from band, Police’ (Par), reviewed in Vanity 
vocalizes this, encoring with ‘My | oct. 93. , 


| Echo and Me.’ Returns to do a one- 

man band stint, displaying remark- 
able ability with a number o* differ- 
ent instruments. 








Rearranging its schedule to bring 
|in Tommy Dorsey’s band and the 
Featured balladist apparently is | Fred Allen-Jack Benny film, ‘Love 
Russ Carlyle, and rightly so. Lad |Thy Neighbor,” Dec. 18 instead of 
has pipes to clean up with almost | Dec. 25, the Paramount held over 
any vocal. He mops up with ‘Only | ‘Northwest Mounted’ for a fifth week 
Forever’ and ‘There I Go,’ glee club | and substituted Ray Herbeck’s or- 
of band boys backgrounding the first. |chestra for Glen Gray's Casa Lo- 
Another capable warbler is Charles |mans. Herbeck came in Wednesday 
Fisher, who opens with ‘Practice !(4) with the final week of ‘North- 
Makes Perfect.’ Tiny Wolf, corpu- | west’ and holds a second in company 
lent bass fiddler, climaxes the parade | with ‘Moon Over Burma,’ which 
of singers with neat warbling of istarts today (11), bringing the house 
‘Baby Look at Me Now’ and ‘I Got ‘out even on film and stage fare for 
My Fingers eee. oe = off | the ‘Neighbor’ stretch. 
with a fast, if indistinct, tap dance. : ; 
Novelties include Ronnie Snyder’s | aime tne bo Bes en Rapa has 
okay whistling ballads, a comedy | enough hour of entertai: 2 oe 
song by the whole band and, of | ainment. It’s 
song bi : ‘ 3 3 |backed easily by Herbeck’s cweet- 
course, Holmes’ marathon with band | 4 vjeq crew which agli ha 
instruments. Added entry is the | O0+ o¢ sj pt ight ty checked 
‘blackout’ closing effect with orange | 0U = tr —— h eo ee net- 
outfits of unit's members turning bee 3 NY. a e Log Cabin, Ar- 
white via a luminous effect. ;monk, N. Y. Red Skelton, also held 
Routine of the Amsterdam-Todd | °Y¢® from the previous layout. and 
, team is familiar because of continued the Four Inkspots fill it out. Darlene 
appearance on radio. Miss Todd Walters, acro dancer, was forced out 








playing. 

Almost every type of entertain- 
ment is offered, swift ensemble rou- 
tines, comedy numbers and ballets of 
breath-taking beauty, all distin- 


mustard sequence which Abbott and | «Three Wise Monkeys,’ with Thelma 
Costello did here a short while a0. | Corey, Louise Fornaca and Margaret 
The show, of course, moves back into | Fink” Robert Landrum reads a spiel 
| fullstage, which a ogee 2 ” lfor both. 

is ifty c , 3 swallow up plenty of the lines. Hy! | Mata and Hari are an impressive 
anew Mn d — — = ton sisters got a fairish hand on their | adagio turn, showing evidence of 
Seats e. n numbers, two more! rhree Little Girls in Paris’ and the | pallet background and helped by un- 
hen ae “aid last year. She is house warmed up a little more to | ysual routines and colorful costumes. 
pe ‘lin by &. Fa apparent loss | ‘Haven't Got a Pot to Cook In’ and | The Del Rios, two men and a girl 
stream sig inst vear also reveal-|the taps of Petch and Deauville.|who do balance acrobatics. are 
oll : yell» th t eave her the | Show is moving away from its origi- | familiar and first-line. Miss Fay, a 
+= tata i gay ot ted doll.|mal music as a team works to the | lissom ballerina with fluent style, 
ee ee ‘| *Whistle’ tune from ‘Snow White’ and | gives unusual punch to the ballet. 


a Pema ons Wien | ‘Make Believe’ from ‘Show Boat.’ | Incidentally, the Rockettes have ap- 


usual. 


Miss Henie makes her initial aP- | like the originals in the short-change | numbers some 60 girls and _notice- 


earance in “The Legend of a he Hyltons again and particu- | ably avoids toe steps. For their own 
earl.’ a nifty undersea type of bal-| gag, the Hy S a6 P 


let. In a costume of iridescent se- | and Jean Hubert, about the best re- | liant Graustarkian military costumes 
quins, she appears as a pearl, brought | (giveq of the whole show. Continu- | and substitute a drill routine for 
onto the ice stage in an enormous ing strong are Don Richards and /|their customary kicks, It’s still a 
white shell, drawn by seahorses.’ «rhe Crosly in ‘Rendezvous Time in | wallop. Hobe. 
Against a ee ge Pagan oy . Paris’ Alexander's toe stuff, Hoff- a 
the ensemble, in fish costumes oO i oes a paced Lr 
: : F man’s magic (with the audience co 
salmon pink and chartreuse, high- operating nearby) and the finale of ORIENTAL, CHI 
lighted with glass fins, she spins ‘South American Way,’ which gave 
through ballet routines, doing breath- | Ernesto and Talio a lively turn in a saaemaecondl 
taking leaps and _ turns. omg er Spanish number ‘ ous ee peers, i a 
Thomson, one of her partners last | . eee > ari- Johnnie cat’ Davis rch (10), 
year, supports her in this number nod While suffering plenty by compar! ) with Julie Sherwin, 
| Bernice Stone, Anita Louise, George 
| Givot; ‘Dulcy’ (M-G). 





a son to the original and the group 

rae DOr? Ree. ; | possibly worn out with the midnight 
Renna yy big eo sigh the benefit the night before, f-eosige 4 
a gamecetion” ged te he a A yon Ratgag A See (8) | All around show for this house, 
rhythm of the drums, a girl dancing | 7 m ang Pool | with glamour in names and enter- 
sinuously on tov of a huge drum in pu 8 ‘ ‘ tainment from everyone concerned. 
the center of the stage. As the tempo ——" ee is one of those 
increase com ak ie : things that occasionally happen in 
pea ge ie eg 56 Means EARLE, PHILLY | show + It’s not a good or- 
ae thnene of 48 pO chestra by any means. It’s a dish- 

to the monotonous theme of the mu- pan outfit, but Davis has the per- 


sic. As it reaches its climax, boys Philadelphia, Dec. 7. 





and girls sweep back to form a dra- Vincent Lopez Orch (15) with ar oa Sonseene age A is Aa 
matic background for the star, who! Sonny Skyler and Ann _ Barrett, as something of a gag anyway by 
skims across the ice, a flashing black-| peter Lind Hayes, Edmund Lowe the audience and they are perfectly 
and-silver figure. po Ann Dvorak, Evelyn Farney; | satisfied as long as Davis clowns | 


Miss Henie does a solo number, | ‘Bank Dick’ (U). 
*Intermezzo,’ and stars in a new bal- | 
let set to Von Weber's ‘Invitation to 
the Dance.’ With Thomson as her | 
partner, she waltzes and glides over 
the ice in intricate routines. while | 
members of the ensemble. in quaint | 
ballroom costumes of beige and blue, | 


around. The band can hash up a 
number with manners; they cut up 
Gershwin’s ‘Summertime’ when they 
try to be arty. But this audience 
was happy with Davis and his off- 
key yodeling. It’s a vaudeville band 
lin the essence of the word. 
Specialty singers with the 


One of the best rounded shows 
seen here in some time. There is 
something to suit the taste of every- 
body, including the screwball anties 
of W. S. Fields on the screen. 

Lopez’ crew is in fine fettle, play- 


band 


swirl across the stage for accent. ing a wide variety of tunes, all | are Billy Owens with solid baritone 
. 1] ll, f the low-down | pj 

‘ . all 211, from w-dow ines f ere 

The Tango,’ the hit of her equally, Well C 1e N ~CK pipes that pound a tune enthusiasti- 


past 
revues, is repeated in the new show, 
with Eugene Mikeler. an Austrian, 


jive to the semi-classical stuff like 


‘18th Century Drawing Room,’ with |toward the cute side and gets by 


. -’| leader his usual sparkling self at rj 2 j 
replacing Stewart Reburn, who is! ,<? AE E 8 at | with her pop ditties. 
now in the Canadian army. It is still ae rita ale’ hI ij co. 7 Bernice Stone is an _ acrobatic 
aa yee : pigapall: beg Paget ooters, wit ,opez wanding, tee ancer rj —amllent 4 alien 
a thrilling number, although it lacks . E dancer with excellent appearance 


off okay with a swing arrangement | and a routine of some outstanding 
of ‘Dark Eyes.’ ; 'acro bits. Scored with this mob. 
| _ Leading off in the outside talent | Anita Louise is repeating in town 
| department is petite Evelyn Farney,!and is the glamour and daintiness 
a neat bit of hoofing machinery. A j\of the show with her harp playing. 
graceful, little brunette, she has an!Turns in two numbers to make ‘up a 
easy, pleasing rhythm to her novel | sensible and fairly worthwhile per- 


the fire and precision which marked 
the performance of Miss Henie and 
Reburn. | 

The start does a novelty act, ‘Little 
Red Riding Hood,’ with Fritz Dietl, 


stilt-skating star of Jast year‘s ‘Inter- 


national Ice Revue,’ featured with! terps that brought salvos when! sonal. 

her as the sinister wolf, Thomson ap- | caught. George Givot went over better 
pearing as a playful and friendly cat, Sonny Skyler was a bit off at this| than ever. The Greek dialect. is 
Tommy Lee and Charles Slagle as' catching in his vocalizing, sound- | both humorous and flag-waving at 


woodchoppers, and members of the | ing off key in his rendition of ‘Don’t | this time, and the combination was 
ensemble as trees which come to the Let It Get You Down,’ ‘Only For- just about irresistible io this gather- 
re cue of Little Red Riding Hood. ever,’ and ‘Maybe.’ ing. The laughs came solidly at the 
But the number which completely Ann Barrett is the nearest thing to| conclusion of each gag. ° Givot’s 
wins over the audience is to be found Betty Hutton, whom Lopez also de- | routine hasn’t changed much. but 
in the finale. ‘Under the Big Top,’ in| veloped. Full of zing, she’s all over |the laughs are there and they are 
which Miss Henie does a tight-rope | the stage, rough-housing with the | surefire. 
walking number. It is the trickiest,, MuUSiciams, sounding off in the ap- Business excellent at the 
cleverest thing she has done. proved style for the jukebox trade. | show Saturday (7). 
The show works up to a thrilling Her, contribution includes ‘Where, | 
climax. a patriotic flourish with the Qh Where, has My Little Dog Gone,’ 
entire troupe, in red, white and blue 


‘Ferry Boat Serenade,’ and ‘Ol Man 

costumes, skimming across the ice to Mose." : 

the tune of ‘Stars and Stripes For-|_ Peter Lind Hayes keeps up the 

ever,’ Fritz Diet] as Uncle Sam being Pace with socko impersonations on 

prominently featured, © show people, done in a kidding fash- 
Many sock-looking numbers are in- 


ion that is surefire. 
cluded in the show. One of the most With Buddy Spangler at the traps 
colorful is the opening, ‘Tally Ho,’ a 


the Lopez gang rides out with ‘Beat | A : 
eee — hg members of the | oe pad pO gh a ee = nee 
ensemble, dressed in traditional pink : y 
‘ Sie gees eo are in the next-to-closing slot with 
so ag po a Abad ig a piece of biz called ‘How to Make ries this show. Without the orches- 
a eg ‘ire 7 wees Sugai an Love and Influence Women.’ They tra, which goes in for sweet-swing, 
flash thro s — e+e q © click with the pew-holders, proving | this stage presentation would be 
His ecg Ar e Face head Fig tn that Hollywood glamour, no matter mighty thin. Part of this impres- 
po go “White “The Cocktail Hour’ how thin, whitewashes a multitude sion resulted opening night from the 
; hite, é of sins. | quickie appearance of Morey Am- 
and ‘The Glow Worm,’ presented by Finale has Lopez i i ; ‘ ’ hws 
, y | é ‘ at the st - 7S 
the ensemble. »p mike with erdam-Mabel Todd, comedy-song 
Comedy hits are Tommy Lee and | 


second 


Gold. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Blue Barron Orch (15) with Allen 
Holmes, Charles Fisher, 





Patricia Ellis, Moke and Poke, Morey 


Blue Barron’s versatile crew car- 


a novelty number in whith present 


’ bandleaders, alumni of the Lopez their regular weekly appearance o 
ee. — ae crew, are flashed on the screen while |WOR’s ‘Laugh ana Swine Club.” 
acrobatic skaters: redy renkler the band plays their theme songs. | Th re . 
ii a Wenes ‘ond times p ongs. | ey were on first, and ducked. Am 


Bow-out is a medley of Lopez faves, | 
with the maestro going to the keys 
to pound out ‘18th Century Drawing 


sterdam, otherwise, is m.c.ing this 


Legree burlesque: Jimmy Sisk and bill; Blue Barron was forced to sub- 


Irving Gregg, who burlesaue the 
opening hunting scene; and Trenkler Room,’ ‘Donkey Serenade’ and ‘Kit- 
in a_solo acrobatic comedy number. ten on the Keys.’ 

Dietl’s stilt-skating solo also is a Biz at last show Saturday night 


vi =e ae a 
Meme Ain ae 


, day night (6), 

Barron's aggregation, which hung 
up a long-run mark for the Edison 
i pg = a ee ee » hs aniclie eieiess nian 

2. 


+/and Hall and Marion slicing over the | aia Abiliah and Nicholas Daks, and | 


Show perks up plenty in latter | parently been pressed into service | 
‘portion with Hall and Marion more | with the corps de ballet, which now | 


larly with the drunk act of Frank |number, the Rockettes wear bril- | 


Billy Owens; | 


cally, and Julie Sherwin, who veers | 


Russ 
Carlyle, Tiny Wolf, Ronnie Snyder; 


Amsterdam, Mabel Todd, Hollywood | trumpet, sax 


team, who had to rush out to make | 


stitute for negative returns on Fri- | 


does a neat job singing ‘Hawaiian 
War Chant’ and ‘I Am an American’ 
with plenty of mugging. Amster- 
| dam, former gag writer, lets the old 
and new gags roll off his tongue in 
ad lib manner, later chipping in with 
song, ‘Imagination.’ Cello which he 
strums is used strictly for laughs. 
Even the old material, which pre- 
dominated, goes over because he has 
a glib delivery. Based on what he 
did when caught, he indicated he 
gives a decided lift to the bill as 
emcee, 

Moke and Poke, colored song- 
dance duo, are using the identical 
routine they employed a couple of 
weeks ago :t the 125th Street Apollo. 
They clean up. Hollywood Co-eds 
| (New Acts) go in mostly for semi- 
| acro dancing and s.a. 

Patricia Ellis, formerly of films, is 
a distinct disappointment with her 
stilted singing. A nifty looker, her 
impressive appearance is lost when 
she begins warbling. Using ‘You 
Appeal to Me,’ an oldie she did on 
her first nitery appearance a couple 
of years ago; 
‘Katie Went to Haiti.’ 


While voice 


vaude house, inadequate enunciation, 
or ignorance of how to work before 
a theatre mike, are her greatest 
handicaps. ‘Katie’ shows romise 
, and should be developed. Vear. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


— 


| 
| Buffalo, Dec. 8. 

| Woody Herman’s Orch with Kitty 
| Lane, Wood Choppers; Harry King 
|and Arlina, Paul Winchell; ‘Laddie’ 
(RKO), 

Competition in stage band shows 
being what it is, it is becoming ap- 
| parent that, given a certain amount 
of musical proficiency, which all of 
the name bands seem now to possess, 
the success of each presentation de- 
pends almost entirely on the num- 
ber and quality of the specialties. 
Woody Herman's current offering is 
| illustrative of the point. 

This outfit is good and solid, has 
plenty to give all the way and meas- 
ures up strongly on the popmusical 
side. It leans heavily toward cat 
and ‘gator appeal and smacks of the 
dine-and-danceries for which _ its 
musical merchandise is undoubtedly 
best suited. The list of talent is made 
up mostly right from the ensemble, 
with two outside acts spotted, 

The setup numbers 15, comprising 
five saxes, three trombs, three trum- 
| pets, piano, bass, guitar and drums. 
A noticeable improvement in the 
house p.a. system helps the general 
effect, though over-amplification was 
evident at this catching Opening 


number was blatant but followed by | 


a surprisingly smooth sweet rendi- 
tion of ‘Moonlight and Roses.’ featur- 
ing the brass choir. Kitty Lane’s 
vocalizations of ‘Rhumboogie’ 
‘Only Forever’ were only passable, 
due, among other things, to the 
Pscrsly backgrounding being too 
1@avy. 
The Wood Choppers, comprised of 
brass, bass and drums from the en- 
| semble, saw off a raucous contribu- 
tion, after which Herman delivers 
y an It’ strictly in the boogie-woogie 
|idiom. The band’s standard ‘Wood- 
choppers Ball,’ with soloists from the 
and horn sections, 
| moves the proceedings along, but 
| Somewhat more variety than is fur- 
nished by Sid Robbins’ comedy and 
the maestro’s singing of ‘Frenesi’ 
would help. ‘Golden Wedding,’ 
which holds some fine show spots 
for Frankie Carlson’s drums and 
Herman’s clarinet, hits the peak of 
the band’s routine for swell returns. 
Harry King and Arlina, announced 
as from the Coast, offer some speedy 
rhythmic stepping, with King par- 
ticularly laying his swift legmania 
Paul Winchell with his Jerry 

| across solidly. 
| Mahoney dummy is really the hit of 
the show. Starting under the handi- 
cap of what looks like standard ven- 
troing, hearty salvos greeted his 
clever double-talk routine and ef- 


ict ctatae SceteshedLT CO Burtor 


‘I Cried for You’ and | 


appears too thin for work in a large | 


and | 


|of the lineup late in the week by ill- 
| ness. 


Herbeck’s 12 pieces (four sax, four 
|lrhythm, two trumpets, two trom- 
' bones), though not strong enough 
{in name or music to have deserved 
'a shot at this major house, do a 
{fairly neat job. Group’s heaviest 
inning eats well into the first 15 
| minutes. It interprets a smoothly 
| done medley of familiar  stand- 
jards, dressing each with vocaied 
}and instrumental breaks. ‘World Is 
Waiting for Sunrise’ employs a so-so 
‘four-cornered vocal by quartet of 
musicians; ‘Stormy Weather,’ a long 
muted trumpet solo by Benny Stab- 
ler; ‘Say It Isn’t So’ spotlights the 
|saxes. It's the kind of stuff for which 
the band is geared, all its tunes hew- 
ing strictly to melody. In that groove 
the band is a satisfying and saleable 
| Stage group. 

However, one production bit is 
silly, though it grabbed the laughs 
sought. Following Stabler’s clear 
trumpet crack at ‘Carnival of Venice’ 
and a muted swing at ‘Sugar Blues,’ 
entire band comes down front. With 
pants rolled up to knees and aprons 
j|tied around ’em, the men do an en- 
semble dance routine as the Dancing 
Debutramps. Something better could 
jhave been inserted. Singers Betty 
Benson and Ray Olson are on and 
| of quickly, Olson, the drummer, 
iclicking best. He handles ‘Donkey 
|Serenade’ nicely while the girl 
| proves weak on ‘Lil’ Boy Love.’ 

Miss Lane shows shortcomings. but 
they’re in her selection of tunes 
| rather than the interpretation. Open- 
ing. ‘Only Forever.’ is sloppily con- 
| trolled’; ‘I Could Make You Care’ is 
| better; ‘Danny Boy,’ okay, rounding 
lit out. She runs through a short and 
leomical bit with Skelton, then tops 
|with “This Can’t Be Love’ from one 
|of her films. She was liked. 
| Skelton waltzes through the whole 
layout. taking short shots between 
turns which, added up. total a flock 


of healthy giggles. His advertised 
i‘new gags’ amount to switches on the 
old ones, but it makes little differ- 


ence; he’s that funny. New, however, 
lis a routine based on newspaper ads. 
| It’s not as powerful as the television 
}routine, which isn’t used, but it’s 
| punchy. 
| Inkspots finish up with a new set 
iof recognized clicks, all. of course, 
|from their past recordings. From 
the opening ‘Java Jive,’ through ‘We 
Three,” ‘Maybe’ and a hot and fast 
‘Who,’ the quartet is solid. Reception 
|they got here indicates that time and 
{the similarity of arrangements as 
dictated by their style hasn't dimmed 
the group's popularity. Bow-off calls 
for a few bars of ‘If I Didn't Care.’ 
Wood. 


STATE, N. Y. 


| Jimme Lunceford band with James 


Young, Dan Grissom, Joe Thomas, 
| Willie Smith, Elmer Crumbley; 
| Marty May, Vass Family, Billy We ls 
}and 4 Fays; ‘Long Voyage Home 
(UA). 





| Stage show approximates an hour, 
\there being a four-act bill, with half 
|the time assigned to Jimmie Lunce- 
'ford’s colored bandsmen and warb- 
‘lers. Though film section is topped 
iby Waiter Wanger’s ‘Long Voyage 
|Home,’ which recently had a run 
,at the nearby Rivoli, business Fri- 
day evening (6) for the last per- 
\formance was virtuaily capacity. 
Vaude end has a family act tinge 
'what with the Vass and Wells 
| groups, but there is nothing really 
|outstanding until Lunceford takes 
lover. Conductor has worked out 
a smooth stage routine, with the jive 
|portions of his program not being 
| too dominant. 


Top swing bands follow @& sort of 
pattern in arrangements, and not 
infrequently even the composers of 
‘numbers hardly recognize their 
|melodies as given out by the outfits 
that captivate jitterbugs. _That is 
exemplified when Lunceford s bunch 
toys with ‘In The Shade of rhe Old 


(Continued on page 20) 
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STATE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 18) 
Apple Tree,’ a few bars of the orig- 
inal tune being discerned now and 
then. Number is played by the 
brasses principally. Lunceford’s ar- 
ranger has done tricks, too, with a 
Beethoven sonata. 

Lunceford, a Ph.D. incidentally, 
gets off to a good start with ‘Whatcha 


You Know Joe,’ and then into ‘We 
Three,’ ‘for those who are not swing 
conscious, opines the leader. He 
introes all his soloists as they go 


into action and the men are billed 
on the house boards, including 
bandsman James Young, who wrote 
‘Taint What You Do’; Dan Grissom 
Joe Thomas, Willie Smith and El- 
mer Crumbley are those given 
credits. Band's quartet struts to the 
mike for an effective rendition of 
the familiar, melodious ‘Ain't She 
Sweet,’ and trumpeter Paul Web- | 
ster comes forward for ‘What's Your 
Story. The number started the 
rhythm hounds upstairs clapping In 
tempo. Finale as a bow to swing 
fans is ‘For Dancers Only.’ 

Marty May has what comedy there 
is in the bill all to himself. Silver- 
thatched single fares well enough, 


especially with vocal nonsense, high- | 


lighted with the burlesque of a 
prima donna. Kidding with the 
fiddle he cues in a _ line about 
ASCAP and the ‘medley’ of ‘my one 
hit,” which is amusing. May might 
have encored but instead introduced 
Lunceford with a strong buildup. 

First of the family turns is Billy 
Wells and the Four Fays, but there 
is an added girl in i 
dance act. Young new member is 
Patsy, who does a one and a half 
twisting somersault. Wells and the 
girls open the show with an ani- 
mated routine. Following is the 
Vass family, four warblers and 
their pop, combo known in radio. 


‘Baby’s Asleep’ is a novelty number, 
Counter,’ | 


others being ‘Perfume rT,’ 
‘Sierra Sue’ and ‘Doing The Quiz. 
Okay in its way. Ibee. 





ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 7. 


Jan Garber Orch. (12) Bud 


Hughes, Lee Bennett, Billy Gilbert 
(2), Dorothy Cordray, Fritz Heil- 
bron, Margery Daye; ‘Moon Over 


Burma’ (Par). 


There’s nothing pretentious to this 
layout, but it adds up to a pleasing, 
if not particularly thrilling, show. 
Aside from Jan Garber’s 11-piece 
band, there are only three acts, each 
a single, excepting Billy Gilbert, 
whose wife works with him. The 
band, however, boasts three first- 
rate singers, including one of the 
musicians, and these’ contribute 
substantially to the entertainment. 

Garber’s swing band, although 
small in size as such organizations 
go, merits a place among the top- 
notchers, and the selection of num- 
bers and the arrangements rate right 
up with their able renditions. 
Leader himself does a smooth m.c. 
job along with his conducting, vio- 
lin soloing and stooging for Gilbert. 
During the show, the latter makes no 
less than three appearances, and 
while his material is nothing to ex- 
cite raves he utilizes the comedy 
methods which have stood him in 
such good screen stead to extract 
every possible laugh. 
fans are concerned, he undoubtedly 
more than fills the bill in this per- 
sonal appearance. The other two 
acts pass muster, too. 

Brasses monopolize the Garber 
outfit and the music runs _ largely 
to swing, but, for the most part, it’s 
well modulated. The boys go right 
into the groove with their opening 


number, ‘Boog It,’ which has one 
of them, Fritz Heilbron, doing the 
vocal. A swing arrangement of 


‘Liebestraum’ features Jack Barrow 
and Doug Roe at the trombone and 
piano, respectively. 

Bud Hughes starts out with sleight- 
of-hand tricks and then puts two 
dogs through remarkable balancing 
feats. One of the canines balances 
on one foot atop Hughes’ thumb. 
The manner in which he swings and 
twirls the animals into their posi- 
tions on his hand or fingers increases 


the stunts’ difficulty. 

‘Only Forever,’ ‘Night and Day’ 
and other pop numbers are ac- 
corded tip-top treatment by Lee 
Bennett, whose swell baritone be- 
guiles the customers. He precedes 


Gilbert who first appears as a chef 
running out on his job. The patter 
and business aren’t especially funny, 
but latter’s scrambled English, ex- 
plosiveness and frantic efforts to ex- 
ga himself corral plenty of laughs. 

is familiar sneezing bit also has 
them shaking their sides. Mrs. Gil- 
bert stooges effectively. 


Dorothy Cordray, formerly of 
Minneapolis, is youthful and pretty, 
selling neatly ‘Madame _ LaZonga.’ 
‘Maybe’ and ‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes 
At Me’ neatly. The band hits a 
torrid pace with ‘Johnson Rag.’ 
which has Muddy Berry at the 
drums and Jack Barrow and Buddy 
Wallace on the trombones tossing re- 
straint to the winds. Berry, in par- 
ticular, is sizzling with his sticks. 


Frequent applause _ outbursts 
greeted the kicking, contortions, 


splits cartwheels and balancing of 


the acrobatic | 


As far as his | 


Margery Daye, control and acrobatic 
dancer Who also is easy on the eyes. 
Heilborn steps out from the band for 
a second time to spill merriment 
with his impressions of Bonnie 
Baker and Mary Martin in their 
‘Oh, Johnny’ and ‘My Heart Belongs 
to Daddy’ numbers, his special lyrics 
and the way that he goes from bass 
to soprano enhancing the hilarity. 


With Garber’s assistance, Gilbert | 
engages in another skit, doing a 


tailor bit this time. It landed laughs. 
Then Garber solos on the violin, his 


medley of old waltzes winning de- 
served favor. At the finish Gilbert 
is on again, discarding his dialect 


and telling about experiences in re- 
cent pictures and about the stars 
with whom he has played. He uses 
some good gag lines in this recital. 
Just before the final curtain he and 
his wife and the other two girls from 
the show sing ‘Tll Never Smile 
Again.’ 

Lower floor about two-thirds filled 
at first show opening day, Friday 
(6). Rees. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


lod 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 


Fraday Dancers (6), Novak and 
Faye, Leni Lynn, Shyrettos (3), 
| Mischa Auer, Lou Adrian House 


Orch; ‘Letter’ (WB). 


Bang-up show, and one that must 
cause excellent word-of-mouth for 
the house. 


Mischa Auer is back as headliner, 
!and again demonstrates that he is 
not making just a personal appear- 
| ance, but is coming out to do an act. 
Has returned with a changed routine 
for the most part. Bulk of the turn 
is aS a conscriptee. Costumed in an 
ill-fitting soldier’s uniform, with 158 
| painted on the back, Auer gives out 
; With a monolog of his ‘experiences’ 
in being drafted and mustered into 
the army. It’s good stuff throughout 
and handled well for a flock of good 
laughs. For the encore Auer pianos, 
finishing off with his novelty of 
playing piano with two grapefruit 
instead of fingers. 

Fraday Dancers are an excellent 
flash turn; they’re three men and 
three women in a series of dance 
numbers which are _ interestingly 
executed. Make a fine appearance 
and established themselves wel! with 
this audience. Musical accompani- 
ment is particularly well chosen. 
Novak and Faye remain a laugh- 
getting hokum knockabout acrobatic 
team. Comedy falls and mix-up 
kept this audience in laughs through 
a standard routine. 


| Among the new young 
Leni Lynn rates with the best. A 
warm little personality that suits 
her youth and size helps much in 
putting her songs over. She sings a 
couple of operatic arias ard adds the 
‘Movie Fan. Letter’ song that Judy 
Garland introduced. She does all 
three well, and had a real click at 
| this catching with the ‘fan’ song. 

| Solid from start to finish are the 
three Shyrettos in a topnotch bi- 
cycle and unicycle turn. A great 


singers 


flash, they top their appearance with | 


dynamite cycling. Fast action at all 
times, with the stunts hitting the 
bull’s-eye throughout. 

Lou Adrian and the house orches- 
tra rate high commendation for the 
great assistance they gave to every 
act. Gold 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, Dec. 7. 
Ross Sisters (3), Wally Rand, 
Charles Moore and Susie, 


Harding, Phyllis Arbuthnot, House 


Line, Herb Six House Orch; ‘Little | 


Bit of Heaven’ (U). 





Regular formula of mixing three | 


standard acts with the house talent 
is reverted to, and the result some- 
what tops the usual run of stage 
shows here. The 43 minutes are 
neatly packed and every act well 
received. 
_Title of ‘Cocktails of 1940’ is car- 
ried out by the line in a sprightly 
opening number. Wally Rand fol- 
lows. Main strength of his act 
juggling, with comedy patter, based 
on the English with which he makes 
a pair of tennis balls do tricks. 
Closing terp and deceptive stunt 
made possible by a ragland sleeve 
topcoat leaves customers in jovial 
mood. 
The 
Acts) 


Three Ross 
are on next 


Sisters (New 
to draw the 
gapes over their acrobatic contor- 
tions. Youngsters range from 16 
years down to 13, and their eight- 
minute turn ranks high. Routine is 
based on some incredible backbends. 
Lester Harding steps to the mike 
to turn out a lively ‘Ferryboat Ser- 
enade’ and encore with a mellow 
| ‘Girl of My Dreams.’ He baritones 
‘Champagne Waltz,’ the cue for the 
line to take over in a waltz ballet. 
Weekly amateur contribution is 
offered by Phyllis Arbuthnot. Al- 
though handicapped by a paralyzed 
limb, she does a neat, but unen- 
amoured, trick of playing the piano 
with a blanket over the keyboard 
and gloves on her hands. Closing 
spot is turned to Charles Moore in 
a comedy terp and knockabout with 
gal, Susie, as his stooge and foil. 
Finale is a dance combining 
rhumba and swing steps to ‘Rhumba- 
boogie.’ Quin. 


rakes sig Baton Ray races 


| 


Lester | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Charlie Barnet Orch (17) with 
Bob Carroll, Ford Leary; Billy and 


Vivian, Edith Wilson, Mae Digges, 
Ferdie Robinson, Sandy Burns, 
George Wiltshire, Vivian Harris, 
House Line (16); ‘Quarterback’ 
(Par). 


Apollo pares its usual drawn-out 


dance and comedy routines to a 
fitting minimum this week, and 
eliminates most of the ponderous 


production that slows up shows here. 
However, with only two outside acts, 
most of the burden is put on the 
Charlie Barnet band, a group doing 
its annual shot at this colored spot. 
The outfit carries its load neatly. 
Barnet’s band has power to burn. 
It's composed of 17 playing pieces, 
four trumpets, four trombones, five 
saxes including the leader's, and 
four rhythm. Driving through such 


j 
who 


; visual 


| tango, 


stuff as ‘Rockin’ Rhythm,’ ‘Pompton | 


| Turnpike’ and other sizzling 
rangements, the crew. stacks up 


| probably will remedy itself in time. 
| Weakness is in the rhythm, spe- 
| cifically the drums. They're played 
by a new man and he’s inclined to 
rush tempoes on faster stuff. On 
medium speeds he’s okay. Beat is 
solid. 
| Hefty brass and sax sections come 
up with clean and full work that’s a 
pleasure for listening. One of the 
ifew tries at staging a number 
| (patrons don’t as a rule go much for 
band production here; they just want 
a band to get into a drive groove and 
keep going) is effective. It’s an un- 
billed piece muting all eight brass, 
who work as a choir, and alternating 
in the spotlight with the sax group. 
Barnett seems to be using a soprano 
sax almost exclusively, fitting it in 
ensemble with the other four most 
of the time. It gives the group an 
earable tone and a_ distinguishing 
mark. Decked out in blue business 
suits the band presents a nice pic- 
ture onstage. 


Bob Carroll and Ford Leary, from | 


ar- | 


solidly with only one fault, and that | 





the trombones, handle the lyricing. | CC 
|non, Ginger Manners, Ken and Roy | 


Carroll doesn’t impress at all with 
‘Only Forever’ and furthers that im- 
pression on ‘That’s for Me.’ Leary, 
formerly with Larry Clinton, is a 
click with ‘Rhumboogie,’ his stand- 
ard ‘Shadrack,’ a fast ‘Old Man River’ 
| and a short original. 

Edith Wilson, apparently a Har- 
lem fave, proves a likeable turn, 
using only originals. First tells why 
‘’'m Just a Fat Gal,’ second ad- 
monishes ‘Don't Advertise Your 
Man,’ which gets an encore. Voice 
isn’t the best, but it has personality 


| vein, this unit is one hour of pep and 
| variety. 


Man Mose’ famous.’ 
Pretty, vivacious brunet packs less 
appeal in short white dress 
and kid hair-ribbon than in evening 
gown, Which she wore last trip, but 
che puts enough pep into ‘Rhum- 
boogie” ‘It Had to Be You,’ ‘Sugar 
Blues,’ ‘He’s My Uncle’ and the in- 
evitable ‘Ol Man Mose’ encore 
click as solidly as ever. Line fpl- 
lows in brief rhythm bit, each -gal 
flicking big white handkerchief, 
which they line up at finish to spell 
out Shea and Raymond. Tall, lanky 
dope type and the hefty partner have 
been around once this year. so they 
shoot their repertoire fast and sweet 
this time, cutting everything just be- 
fore the customers get a chance to 
say, ‘hey, I seen that last time.’ The 
‘Gotta Be a Football Hero’ parody, 
the silly soft-shoe hoofing, the nut 
the asp pantomime, a flash 
of the stringy red-wig biz and a wild 
jitterbug finish with the lanky guy 
winding up in the orch pit are as 
surefire as ever. 

Gals take over again, all on roller 
skates, for simple formation stuff, 
whipping up surprising speed on | 
mass wheeling to earn strong hand. 
Line falls back to give the three | 
Walkmirs full stage. Hefty man and 
two women, one blonde and one 
brunet, waste almost no time on 
elaborate bowing, bane of most cir- 
cus acrobats in vaude, working just 
enough showmanship into their stuff 
to hypo it effectively. First it’s the 
brunet doing ladder and bar work 
atop a 30-foot pole, balanced on guy’s 
shoulder. Finish is both gals spin- 
ning in opposite directions on hori- 


made ‘Ol 


| 
zontal bars atop pole, balanced on | 
strong-man’s head. no hands. Line | 
finishes with lantern parade with | 


Walkmirs in center doing strong-arm 
groundwork. 
Biz fair at show caught. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Craig. 


Boston, Dec. 6. 

Benny Meroff 
Suilorettes, 
Louise Shan- |} 


‘Funzafire’ with 
Orch (10), Five 
Morosco, Joe Bonell, 


Paige, Dianne Abbey, Al Spiro, 8, 
Daughters of Satan (line): ‘The| 
Fargo Kid’ (RKO) and ‘5 Little Pep- | 


pers in Trouble’ (Col). | 


Produced in the ‘Hellzapoppin’ 


There is not a sensational 


|act in the show, but no act has time 
| ‘ | 
to wear out his or her welcome; and 


there are so many screwy bits and 


and it’s sold in ingratiating style. interruptions that the next turn is on 


| Well liked. 


front. 
ruining their opening tap duo and 
cutting heavily into the male half’s 
trick tapping. Using a chair, he 
clicks off terps in various positions, 
| Winding up tapping sitting down. 
Mae Digges, comedians Ferdie 
Robinson and Sandy Burns and 
straights George Wiltshire and Viv- 
ian Harris have several sequences 
between them. Miss Digges gets in 
‘Jive is Here to Stay’ early. Comedy 


| before one gets acquainted with the 
Billy and Vivian, tap duo, work up! preceding one. 
Band behind them is too loud, | 


Personality most likely to be re-' 
membered is Benny Meroft's. He’s 


;on most of the time as band leader | 


and m.c., and doing a pretty good job 
of it. His own act, cut down like the 
others, is the same line of juggling 


|; and instrumental novelties seen here 


| taking himself seriously. 


is short and stamped with more than, 


, the usual zip. 
House line rates a nod for one try. 
It’s intricately worked out, bells 
| being fastened to each girl’s hips, 
| ankles and wrist. Jumping, waving 


j}arms or reclining and kicking legs | 


separately or in twos and threes 


| culls a melody from the varied toned | 


i; bells. It’s nicely carried 


out. | 


| Otherwise, the group is composed of | 


rugged individualists. 


EARLE, WASH. 


| latinas 


Washington, Dec. 10. 

Willard Gary, Patricia 

Shea and Raymond, Walkmire, 16 

Gae Foster Girls; ‘One Night in the 
Tropics’ (U), 


Wood. 


| If any of the youngsters wonder 
why the vets still call it variety, this 
One should straighten them out. It 
opens with a tap transplanted from 
ballet the line on 
roller skates and a circus balancing 
act, with a swing songstres 
eccentric hoofing 
gap. It’s one of 


and finishes with 
and an 
duo bridging the 
those bills that 


doesn’t have to make sense as ++ | 
sense as a unit, | Joe Bonell toots a saxophone while | ' 
introduced the band 


because each portion stands solidly 
on its own feet. 

Show is launched, as usual, with 
Roxyette Eileen Ritter’s Sing-A- 
Song-With-Me community song, get- 
ting extra interest with recorded 
playbacks of volunteers. This week 


lered ‘em at performance caught. 
Curtains open on line in cute jitter- 
bug routine, gals falling back to let 
Willard Gary pop out in striking 
black pants and close-fitting jacket 
for tap solo. 
tap rhythms while utilizing the ga- 
mut of standard ballet leaps and 
spins. His mood is a bit too much on 
the airy side for the boys in the bal- 
cony, especially the unnecessary 
head-throwing biz, but over-ali re- 
ception was o.k. 

Miss Ritter, who does what emcee- 
ing the house indulges in these days. 
presents Patricia Norman as ‘the girl 


Kid maintains effective | : : gh the 

| bling turn early in the show, some of | 2" inclination to sing throug 

| nasal passages. 
The 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Norman, | 


} yon 


| out front. 
| Of bread and hardly misses a beat. 


4? : | has two fairl od ‘ings 
it’s Irish tunes and they really hol- | y good offerings. 


several years ago, but now he’s not 
Result of 
injecting hokum into his work is 
very okay, and in s@ working Meroff | 
adds to his quota of the laughs. 
When he juggles the stooges go him 
one better with rigged-up tricks, 
and when he plays the cello he's 
gummed up by a dog heading for a 
prop tree, and a comic sleight-of- | 
hand bit on the sidelines. 

Meroff’s band is not featured as 
an act, except for a comedy turn by 
Al deVito, drummer, who garnered |! 
a nice hand when caught for his! 
clowning as a tympani artist. One 
of his gags that won't be copied in 
Symphony Hall comes in the dizzy 
finale: he bounces a slice of bread | 
off the drum head and then bats it | 
Goes through a half loaf | 


Screwy, but novel. 

Louise Shannon is the featured | 
dancer, tapping out two numbers. 
The first is conventional except that 
Miss Shannon makes it seem better 


by ; her gestures and mannerisms | 
which were apparently as well-| 
routined as the hoof beats. Her sec- | 


ond session is enhanced, not only by 
more flashy steps, but by the use 
of rather unusual musical back- 
ground, which includes ‘Grand Can- 
Suite.’ 

Ken and Roy Paige are the prin- 
Cipal comics, with the latter tearing 
himself apart in rough-house_ biz 
with his straight partner, prattfalls, 
skids and a dive into the orch pit. 


hoofing and registers well in his fast 
stepping and playing. Billy Morosco 
does eccentric dancing on roller 
skates and embellishes with funny 
falls. . 

Ginger Manners, impersonator, 
t ‘ One 
is an impression of a cuffo society | 


‘debutramp,’ and the other is all pan- | 
tomime. An offstage platter blurts | 


| Hilliard, 


to | 


STRAND, N. Y. _ 





Ozzie Nelson Orch with Harriet 
' Humphrey Bogart, Gali 
Gali, Jack Seymour and Kay P 
ture, Roseanne’ Stevens, 
Methot; ‘The Letter’ (WB), 
in Variety, Nov. 20. 


iCe- 
Mayo 
reviewed 





Deciding to hold ‘The Letter’ and 
Ozzie Nelson for four weeks, which 


takes the Strand up to Christmas 


week, a departure from policy was 
to bring in Humphrey Bogart. his 


| Wife, Mayo Methot (both under New 


| 9:30 on 


Bill | Mill Stream.’ 
“! and Miss Methot work in this brief 


| talent judges of both 
' gave the critical 0.0. to the 


Acts), and two other turns for the 
final 14 days of the run Starting 
Friday (6). This added shot in the 
arm for the boxoffice had an instant 
effect opening day, with the house 
the only one on Broadway doing 
any real business Friday evening 
(6). There was standing room at 
the last show. 


Idea of routing in Bogart for the 
second half of the four-week en- 
gagement of ‘Letter’ and Nelson, 
both also b.o., is exceedingly good 
showmanship. Draught of the 


| Bogart name cannot be disputed, and 


although the house would probably 


still do a nice business had it carried 
| the 


opening show all the way 
through, with the screen heavy in 
there as bait, the difference in the 
gross will no doubt be highly com- 
pensatory. 

Bogart comes in with a nice little 
act, written for him by Harry Gour- 
fain, who stages the shows here, and 
Sidney Fields. He and Miss Methot 
close the show, with both Nelson 
and Miss Hilliard worked into the 
routine. 

The Warner contractee is brought 
on by a specially-made trailer com- 
bining highlights of gangster and 
other roles he has played, with 
Cagney, Robinson and others in- 
cluded. Bogart’s talk is crisp and 
the bits worked are effective audi- 
ence pabulum, including the gag 
built around organizing a new mob 
among Nelson’s bandsmen, plus the 
quartet stunt of ‘Down By the Old 
Nelson, Miss Hilliard 


sequence with Bogart, each in turn 
being taken to the wings and ‘shot’ 
by the manager for their ‘poor’ per- 


| formance, Bogart winding it up by 


bumping off the said manager. 
Miss Methot, making a nice ap- 


/pearance, sings ‘More Than You 
Know,’ scoring. She was formerly 
in legit. 

In addition to Bogart and his 


missus, the new show includes Gali 
Gali, Egyptian sleight-of-hand artist 
with a smooth line of gab, who has 
worked in various night clubs, and 
the dance team of Jack Seymour and 
Kay Picture. Youthful double of 
Seymour and Miss Picture does a 
rhythm tap and a novelty tap, get- 
ting across solidly. Seymour has 
been around for sometime and a few 
years ago headed a flash act. Char, 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Dec. 6. 

Carty and Bradford, Stubby Kaye, 
Connie Dowling, Three Rhythm 
Kings, Johuny McGuire, Jerry Berg- 
man. Bank Sisters, Porky and His 





Rooters: Ben Rader Orch _ (20). 
‘South of Suez’ (WB) and ‘Escape 
to Glory’ (Col) 


Unearthing. local talent, groups of 


| seven of ttre tyros being given their 


big chance each night for one w eek, 
the best of each set to be selected 
for a one-week local stand with Will 
Osborne’s band three weeks hence, }§ 
which Fanchon & 


the manner in ran 
Marco is currently continuing the 
talker-stage policy in its 


combo 
5.000 seater Fox in midtown. Scheme 
was cooked up between the theatre 
and KMOX, local CBS outlet, and 
organizations 
hundred 


who flocked for auditions. Manage- 


|}ment also has returned to a double 


feature talker policy after ditching 


it. for a single last week. Ben 
Rader’s tooters, after a one-week 


vacation (Larry Clinton’s outfit was 
in last week) also are back at the 
old stand. 

F & M’s execs will have to admit 
that the search to date hasn't been 
such a howling success. What wa: 
dished out opening night, when 
caught, was nothing about which to 
write to the William Morris Agency 
or others. Session started well 
enough but bogged down and 
couldn’t get back on its feet. Before 
the curtains parted an offstage voice 
and the lads 
ladled out ‘I Want to Be Happy’ with 
a hot trombone featured. Then 
Stubby Kaye, a portly young s#uy 


| fetched from New York, assumed the 
|m.c. role. 
|attempts to gag fall flat. 


i ersonable, but his 
hee The first 
act was Carty and Bradford, tapsters, 
and the lads should have saved some 
of their better steps in the first 


out ‘Roll Out the Barrel’ while Miss | Part of their routine instead of using 


Connie Dowling, 


|Manners mouths the words and/@ll for the finale. illed 
| s + : Ned 
'gestures in a burl ‘ive | @ Striking platinum blonde, trill 

urley mood. Five} ‘Maybe’ and ‘There I Go,’ but has 


Sailorettes are okay in a fast tum-| 


them doubling in the eight-girl line 
which adds some flash. 


Rhythm Kings, ma ndolin, 


Much of the fun in the show is |8vitar and bull fiddle, did ok. with 


developed by a grand assortment of | @ Couple of 
stooge gags from the audience, and | .€™ warbled 
the unit itself opens in a melange of | The 
| confusion 


from this direction. 
not the classiest show around. but 
it has more comph than most. Fox. | 


It’s | Very evident. 


j < art ta f 
pop numbers. Two ol 
‘My Shadow and Me.’ 
lack of stage experience was 
Johnny McGuire, an 
imitations. The 


55) 


oldster, does bird 
(Continued on page 
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she critics are giving their picture so™° 
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Listen to the Boys swing those adjectives... | 
' “One of the gayest, fresh- “Has plenty of appeal. "Second Chorus’ is adandy, 
i est and most exhilarating Looks like a sure-fire with Miss Goddard re- 
: gems of entertainment winner!” vealed as a first-class 
filmed this year. In the —Showmen’s Trade Review hoofer!” 


box office bag—a show 
for Paramount to thunder **, 
from the roof-tops!” 

—Hollywood Reporter 


—John Chapman, Hollywood 
Columnist, N. Y. Daily News 


Ef i 
MF | 

» oy “The fans of Astaire will 
be pleased with the latest 


efforts of their favorite!” 
—Sidney Skolsky, Nationally 
Syndicated Hollywood Columnist 













eS 


“Should have full houses 


all along the line. Scores 
solidly!” —Daily Variety 





Se ain ain 


“Hits the right tempo for 
box office appeal |’’ 
— Film Daily 


“Clicks along at a fast 
tempo for solid comedy 
and laughs!” §$—Variety 
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ASTAIRE GODDARD 


SECOND CHORUS’ 


A Paramount Picture with 


Artie Shaw sz2.t* - Charles Butterworth 
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pride teas 


_ Burgess Meredith - Produced by Boris Morros 


Directed by H. C. Potter + Original Story by Frank Cavett » Screen Play by 


Pansies 


Elaine Ryan and lan McLellan Hunter 
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Help yourself to a Happy New Year 
with Paramount's “SECOND CHORUS” 


‘PARAMOUNT’S “SECOND CHORUS” 
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WE'RE A 
ERROL FLYNN ¢ OLIVIA De HAVILLAND * RONALD - REAGAN 
PRISCILLA LANE + WM. LUNDIGAN « ALICE FAYE 
REGINALD GARDINER - JOHNNY WEISMULLER - RUDY VALLEE 
IRENE HERVEY + JOHN BARRYMORE * ANN SOTHERN 
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Pre-Releases to Army Camp Theatres 


Deemed Unfair 


Detroit, Dec. 10. 

Pointing out injustices to theatre 
men, who have big investments in 
houses and hand over good taxes to 
Uncle Sam, Michigan’s exhibitors are 
getting ready to gang up on the de- 
mands to give Army Camp theatres 
the priority run on pictures instead 
of to the local houses. The agitation 
here stems out of Camp Custer, 
ready to house 30,000 men and grow- 
ing up fast, which is close to both 
Battle Creek and Kalamazoo. 
hibitors there feel that to give the 
Army first crack at good pictures 
wouldn't do them any good on their 
supposed first-runs in the area. 


Expecting a boom from the nearby 
concentration of men, Battle Creek 
had announced the building of two 
new houses, one by the extensive 
Butterfield Circuit. The proposed 
granting of priority rights to films 
to the camps seriously threatens the 
projects which had expected to gain 
rather than lose through the popu- 
lation boost in the camp. 


AR'S FOUR NEW 
MIAMI HOUSES 


Miami, Dec. 10. 








Opening of Paramounts new Lin- | 


coln Road theatre Dec. 26 and new 
units in Miami and Coral Gables on 
the 16th will give chain four addi- 
tional houses in this locality. The 
Boulevard, Miami, debuted last 
week. 

With exception of the Beach all 
will follow regular film policy. De- 
luxer will offer stage shows through- 
out the season, splitting bills with 
the Olympia. 





Composer-Orch 


Continued from page 1! 


Slam Stuart (Flat Foot Floogie’), 
colored bass player; Eddie Edwards 
of the original Dixieland Jazz Band 
(Tiger Rag’), trombone; ‘Irving 








Gordon (‘What’ll I Tell My Heart’), 
violin; Arthur Altman (Play, Fid- 
dle, Play’), violin; Jimmy Mundy 
(Springtime in the Rockies’), sax; 
Eddie Farley (‘Music Goes Round 
and Round’), trumpet; Vincent Rose 
(‘Linger Awhile,’ ‘Whispering,” 
‘Avalon’), piano; Waltei Kent 


(‘Mamma, I Want to Make Rhythm’), 
piano, violin and sax; Guy Wood 
(‘After All’), sax, and Buddy Kaye, 
sax, Mannie Thaler, sax, Buck 
Scott, trombone, Don Jacoby, trum- 
pet, and Irving Cutler, drums, who 
will be in the band but whose com- 
positions aren’t w.k. enough to be 
included in the stage presentation. 


Michael Loring, radio singer, wil! 
wave the baton and m.c. 

While there have been several 
songwriter acts that have played the- 
atres, this is the first time a band 
setup such as this has been devised. 
It’s admitted that the sonzwriter- 
musicians for the most part were 
pretty rusty on their instrument 
but a couple of weeks of constant re- 
hearsals has ironed most of them out 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 11) 
hit early pace expected and will 
wind up with around $19,500, very 


good for house but not too hot con- 
Sidering cost of show. Last week, 
‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Give Us Wings’ (U), okay $11,500. 
; RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55) 
You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Five 
Peppers’ (Col). Around $6,000. 
week, ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and 


‘Night Tropics’ (U), satisfactory 
$6,600. 

_State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-44- 
55-75) — ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and 
‘Charter Pilot’ (20th). Heading for 


excellent $14,800. Last week, ‘Nellie 
Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Hullabaloo’ 
(M-G), just so-so $9,200. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
83c-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Dictator’ (UA). 
Winding up three and a half weeks’ 
Tun on grind policy. Final three 
days brought $3,500, after third full 
week disappointed with $6,800. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,414; 30-44-55) 
-——Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d wk) and 


"NTo} _ > : . ‘62 

Nellie Kelly (M-G). (,00d $5,000 
Last veel: ‘Allay (90+} ¢ 
Cahalleron’ (290th) verv gond &7 400 


Ex- | 


Last | 


by Regular Exhibs 


Mich. Likes Dualing 


Detroit, Dec. 10. 

With all Detroit now dualing ex- 
|cept when stage shows come along 
| to Michigan or Fox, Grand Rapids is 
| tending in the same direction. 

| Butterfield Circuit has switched its 
| Majestic there onto a dual-bill policy 
| and, according to Walter J. Norris, 
city manager, with an OK lift to 
the boxoffice. 
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PROBE ALVIN, 
PITT, ROOF 
CAVE-IN 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. 


City Councilman Edward J. Leon- 
ard, chairman of the councilmanic 
| public safety committee, last week 
charged that Safety Director George 
E. A. Fairley’s report of the Alvin 
\theatre investigation was ‘only half 
truthful” and demanded that a full 
report be turned over to him. Col- 
lapse of Alvin's roof took place on 
Nov. 14 and more than 100 people 
miraculously escaped death, only 
four being slightly injured. 
| Leonard recalled to council that 
hardly more than a week before the 
crash he had predicted trouble at the 
Alvin, which was remodeled in 1934. 





At that time, he had visited it sev- 
eral times on behalf of members of 
the plasterers union, who were 


working there then. 

‘The plasterers had trouble getting 
even a ubstantial scaffold upon 
which to work,’ Leorard said. ‘How- 
ever, I wasn’t thinking of a roof col- 
lapse when I forecast trouble. I was 
thinking ef fire. The theatre had a 
false ceiling, which in places was 20 
|feet below 
fect place for a fire to gain headway 
before it was discovered.’ 

The councilman charged that the 
report of Fairley, in which the cause 
was aitributed to dry rot, ‘was a dis- 
grace and did not tell the whole 
truth about the thing. I intend to 
get at the bottom of it.’ 

Alvin was operated by Harris in- 
terests and Leonard added that ‘per- 
haps if somebody else had been re- 
modeling a building, they would not 
have been permitted to keep in old 


wooden beams. I have seen too 
many instances in which owners of 
private buildi: have had to strip 
their entire places to remodel, and 


that a structure 
to be used for public functions, such 
as a theatre, should be forced to 
meet building 

Over the weekend, 
nite had been decided 
the future of the Alvin. 


I certainly believe 


defi- 


nothing 


upon about 


Building is 
owned by Harvard University, and 
trustees hadn't reached a decision. 
In meantime, Harris circuit is, op- 
erating only one downtown first-run 
house, the Senator, to which all A 
product previously pencilled into 


Alvin has been switched. 





Buying Worry 


Continued from page 7 





how much of a problem buying be- 
come exhibitors are likely to be in 
regular attendance themselve or 
represented by someone else. Need 
for a steady flow of product and the 


in catching screen- 
ings are factors that may gradually 
lessen attendance at trade showings 
under the consent, but buying serv- 
ices or screening specialists are be- 
lieved likely to come into existence 
because exhibitors will want to be 
careful they are getting what they're 
paying for in the way of film. Many 
other phases under the consent de- 


cost, plus time, 
i 


cree, such as clearance, ete., will 
also figure. 

For the circuit, either major or 
independent, whi stretches over 
several exchange territories, a real 
problem exists. Where now a lone 


his deals for a full 
spot, very often 
under the provisions of 


1e 
1ust be made 


buyer makes al] 
year and from 
New York, 


: : . 
the decree ill deals n 


one 


+} — , tarrif¢t ur} 
y » ¢ cr e rr ry iT) W 


the real ceiling—a per- | 


specifications rigidly.’ | 


|have to make deals in as many as 
| three or four different exchange 
| points. That is physically an impos- 
| sibility, both as to viewing the films 


and as to the necessary contractual | 


negotiations. A buyer, in such cases, 


|may have to be maintained in each | 


| branch city. Because of the impor- 
|tance of buying, he also will have 


| to be a man of experierice and un- | 
|der the consent commanding worth- | 


while money. 


| 
| } 
There are hundreds of indies re- | 


|quiring a lot of film who are not 
conveniently located to exchanges. 
They may set up buying services or 
reviewers at exchange points simi- 


lar to various booking combines 
which now exist. Another angle 


_that places the buyer in sornewhat 
of a spot is that under the decree the 
exhib can’t stall for months but must 
keep buying rolling continuously in 
order to be assured of a flow of 
product. 

It is believed in industry quarters 
on both the selling and purchasing 
sides that exhibs may depend more 
on reliable trade paper reviews of 
pictures in the future, as they do 
now in reaching decisions on cancel- 
lations, dating, etc. 


COL. NET FOR FIRST 
QUARTER, $153,878 


Columbia Pictures reported an im- | 


provement of $258,629 in the first 
quarter ended last Sept. 28 as com- 
| pared with corresponding period last 
year. First quarter of company’s 
fiscal year showed net profit of $153,- 
878 after all charges and taxes, as 
against a loss of $104,751 in compa- 
rable period in 1939. 

Columbia reported working capital 
of $11,196,979 with current liabilities 
of $1,885,831. 
listed at $13,082,811. 


Current assets were | 


Judge Plays ‘Cash Quiz’ to Test 


Theatre Game; Prosecuting Att'y 
Wins in Chambers, Loses in C’t 





Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 
Common Pleas court here today 
(Tuesday) ruled the playing of 
‘Zingo’ and ‘Cash Quiz’ in theatres 
was legal and ordered the return to 
exhibs of paraphernalia that had 
been confiscated by - the police. 


punched. Judge Davis offered to 


| buy the lunch for any of the play- 


Games were being used to replace , 
outlawed ‘Bingo’ and ‘Bank Nite’ in| 


Philly theatres. 

The action was taken on petitions 
filed by Charles Goldfine, Alden, and 
David S. Molliver, Viola, indie ex- 


,This consists of 


hibs, asking that the Supt. of 
Police be forced to return para- | 
phernalia of* both games seized in | 


raids at the two theatres last month. 
The raids were staged by the two 
exhibs and the City Solicitor’s office 
as a means of determining once and 
for all whether these games were 
okay. Paraphernalia taken included 
films, cards, electrical transcriptions, 
etc. 

In a short argument on the peti- 
tion David W. Yaffe, counsel for the 
exhibs, declared the games were 
legal because the element of chance 
was absent. The games, he argued, 
were contests of skill. 
Judge Howard A. Davis adjourned 
the proceedings to his private 
chambers. 

The apparatus for ‘Cash Quiz’ was 
set up. In this game a number of 
questions are flashed on the screen 
while the’ players Hold cards with 
'*Yes’ or ‘No’ answers which are 





Gert. Lawrence to London? 


Continued 





ing to America is that one always 
wonders what will happen between 
the mailing of the letter and its ar- 
rival. Anything is possible, and yet 
nothing much does happen. 

London is bombed: so are some of 
the provincial towns and the R. A. F. 
returns the compliment to Germany. 
I am told by somebody who has 
seen Hamburg that there’s no dam- 
age in England to compare with 
what the R. A. F. has done to this 
lovely city, where I once ran a skat- 
ing rink. 


The Italians started on us two 
nights ago and lost 80% of the ma- 
chines they sent over. I think Adolf 


told the 1940 road company Caesar 
that his boys must have a ‘go’ to 
share in the glory! 
David Niven’s Popularity 
The most popular and most re- 


spected Englishman in show bu 
is David Niven. How right! But then 
the public is always right 

The 
velt's election 
in Times Square. 


Nes 


th 


Roose- 
made me think I was 
Winston Churchill 


jubilation here over 


end F. D. R. are bracketed togethe1 
in popular esteem in this country 
end Willkie has come high up in 
favor on account of his ‘good loser’ 
rnessage 

When the war is over, and I be- 
lieve it will be early—next summe: 
-—there will be tremendous boom in 
show business. We shall want the 
best of everything here. If the 
kills our invertebrate theatre and 
brings back adventure, beauty and 
uts to the English playhouse, it | 
Ou 

Al Nf 5 

ed r 1 

ere, and I s! 1 like to | x ( 

Be G ind } | a 
tnl col t () 

the R Albert Hall, if 
and ek f night star 
Dig citi 

News has just come of the gre 


Naval victory of the British Fleet at 
which has put t1 
heart into everybody, although there 
is no shouting. Only a few 
I said in a letter to Gertie Lawrence 
that our sailors were crazy to get a 
pop at Musso’s navy. They were all 
primed for it. Well, the chance | 
come and it has been taken. 
Molotov has had his bread 


basket 
well filled at banquets in B 


Taranto, emenaou 


days ago 


serlin, and 





} } +} ank AJ pr 
probably before this reacne New 
lawn "AVS 98} randy «rhe ¢ al 
York you will know what it has all 


been about. Certainly the Nazi boy 
have buried all their unkind feelings 
about the Naughty Reds 

Many Americans, particularly t 
played at Drury Lane, will 


* to hear of the death of Jack 


hose 


who have 


from page I 





| raid on Coventry has taken place. I 
lunched today with a friend who was 
there the day after. She told me 
the damage done to the cathedral, 
churches and private property was 
terrible and 200 people killed. But 
practically no damage done to war 
industries. 
interests in Coventry and would 
know. Coventry is a smallish town 
which has grown unnaturally, very 
quickly through industries; its 
streets are narrow and it is not 
|equipped as Birmingham, Manches- 
ter and large provincial cities would 
be to deal with-a raid on such an ex- 
tensive scale 

The King was on his way to Cov- 
entry the public knew 
anything about the raid and went to 
all the danger spots without any spe- 


ite 
io 


as soon as 


cial escort. Hitler and Mussolini 
wouldn’t dare take such a risk! 
T! war is uniaue in that it play 
» favorite We're all taking the 
chance and without, in any 


way, failing to realize the immensity 
of the forces arrayed against us, and 
the tremendous danger of normal life 
to 
the 


minute 
of 


aay, or 


from day 
] 


\inute, we are all 


even 


confident 


to 


utcome I meet all classe 


1 rY yu 
of people and I am not kidding my- 





elf. I know. 

I have been staying with my wife 
in the country for a few days and 
last week on the same night the win- 
dows of the friend’s in Mayfair 

here we had been staying were 
ylown t and also tl vindows of 

ir own flat Westminster In 
1 the ler F 
I id NV € re 
yty 

I ne ef oO! a ) 

t British ( Se ft 
j ] é ct > 

I it picture of ‘Panama 
Hattie I re ed me and 

es me an awful nostalgic feeling 

a peppy musical show I am 
longing to get yme records of my 
old friend Cole’ (Porter) music 


Long Arthur Treac 
hows at the London Pavilion and it 
rejoices me to he has an impor- 
tant part on Broadway. 

I fancy he, Melville Cooper 
Lillian Bond were in the same 
at the old Pavilion—anyway they 
all there the time Mas- 
and Balanchine were doing my 
aphy; perhapsa little before. 

All the Kings and Dictators are 
doing such a run-around that I sup- 
pose something important is going to 
happen before you get this. 
they're all meeting in that lovely 
Vienna where I and all 


her started in my 


con 


and 
show 
were about 
ine 


choreogi 


impresaril 


lucky enough to have been on the 
‘fore and after the last war 
day and 

_& rc & 


She is a woman who has | 


And |} 


To test this, | 


ers in the test contest. Winner was 
the prosecutor, Assistant City Solici- 
tor, James F. Ryan. Ryan hit 100% 
of the answers. Players included de- 


tectives, newspapermen and court 
attaches. 
The ‘Zingo’ game was also staged. 


identifying sound 
effects played from the screen by 
electrical transcription. It is similar 
to a game broadcast recently over 
WIP in a program sponsored by the 
Philly Daily News. 





Rule ‘Bank Night’ Illegal 
Newark, Dec. 10. 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals here 


has’ refused to enjoin a Pater- 
son, N. J., theatre from using the 


term ‘Bank Night’ despite its refusal 
to pay the fee demanded by the 
owners of the copyright and trade- 
mark. Judge William A. Smith ruled 
that ‘Bank Night’ is a lottery and 
that a contract based on gambling is 
contrary to public policy and thus 
not enforceable. 

Decision was handed down in a 
suit for $1,140 against the A. & G. 
Amusement Co., operators of the 
Majestic, Paterson. It was brought 
by William Furst, Newark attorney, 
assignee of the claim of Affiliated 
Enterprises, owners of the banko 
registration and under whose spon- 
sorship the gimmick was introduced 


i to theatres. 


In dismissing the suit, Judge Smith 


| labeled the plan of having names of 


winners in the drawing announced in 
the lobby ‘merely a subterfuge. This 
followed testimony of Edward Gold- 
stein, of Affiliated, that registration 
for participation in the drawing was 
open both to theatre patrons and the 
public at large, removing the element 
of ‘consideration’ required to estab- 
lish a lottery. 

A. Louis Ginsberg, prez of A. & G., 
testified that a salesman for Affili- 
ated told him that names of the win- 
ners should be merely ‘mumbled’ in 
the lobby so that they would be dif- 
ficult to hear. He said the time al- 
lowed for the public to come to the 
stage from the lobby was so limited, 
it was impossible for a winner to get 
there in time. 

Theatre corporation entered into a 
contract with Affiliated to start Nov. 
23, 1936. It was to pay $15 a night. 
Payment was made for three months, 
but banko was played 76 times after 
that without fee being turned over. 
Ginsberg said patronage stimulation 
was negligible despite claims of 
ponsors it would up biz 25%. 


JOE HAZEN ADDED TO 
WARNER DIRECTORATE 


Four directors were reelected and 
one new one Jo f nh H. Haze n, Was 
named at the annual stockholders’ 
meeting of Warner Bros. at Wil- 
mington, Del., Monday (9). Edwin 
D. Steel, Wilmington attorney, who 
presided, told the meeting that 
revenue in. first quarter of the new 
fiscal year, ended Nov. 30, was run- 
ning 50* higher than in the corre- 

) ng pe of 1539. He pointed 
ae a ; ad ‘ 

{ yu p ire ] e ed 
r xt é to t r » 
ent i4 eF 

Milton R. Weinberger, N. Y¥ ire- 
holde ked out the defern ent of 
preferred dividend He was told 
that uch divvy distributior had 
been deferred because of < ty 
] I ror ma et We erg 
suggested retrenchment in salaries 
and fees paid directors and officers 
of company, claiming that $1,100,000 
had been paid them last year 


Spokesman for Warners 
company had 


said that the 


been among 


= tense w 
aiways 


the first to retrench when depleted 
revenues prompted a reduction in 
expenditures. 

Directors reelected were Samuel 
Carlisle, Stanleigh P Friedman, 


Charle: 


Wolf. 


S. Guggenheimer and Morris 


1,700 POP. TOWN’S 2 CINEMAS 
Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 


Wheaton, Minn., near here, is be- 
lieved to afford one of the prize cases 
of overseating. 

A 14} os ¢ } : 

Aitnougt ne population is only 
1,700 there e t m 


+ 
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Film Reviews 
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WEST OF PINTO BASIN 


(Continued from page 16) 
WLW vocalist who had a yo with 
Ben Bernie, does one, ‘That Little 
Prairie Gal of Mine,’ the best of 
three numbers. It’s by Johnny Lange 
and Lew Porter. Jerry Smith, run 


in as a stage guard, does up two 
tonsil exercisers, ‘Rhythm of the 


Saddle’ and ‘Ridin’ the Trail Tonight,’ 


fair on both counts, voice and song. | 


He's a one-time WHO (Des Moines) 
warbler. 

That the series will go on is a 
foregone conclusion, since both King 
and Corrigan bow out on the gal at 
the end, which promises’ more 
femme scouting in the future. 

Art. 


THE LILAC DOMINO 


(Operetta) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


Select release of Max Schach production. 
@tars Michaei Bartlett and June Knight; 
features S. Z. Sakall, Athene Seyler, Rich- 
ard Dolman, Directed by Frederick Zelnik. 


Operetta, KR. Gatti and B. Jenbuch; story, 
R. Bernaur; adaptation, R. Hutter, dialog, 
Basil Mason and Neil Gow; music, Charles 
Cuvillier and Hans May; lyrics, Clifford 
Grey; camera, Roy Clarke and Bryan 
Lingley; editor, Lynn Harrison; dances, 


Derra de Moroda. Reviewed in Projection 


Room, N. Y¥ Dec. 6, ‘40 Running time: 
65 MINS. 
eee. BERG: 6ccésaccansé Michael Bartlett 
OT PPT Teer eres 6s tadknesdaeece June Knight 
ey PERTCTTTTTOUL I CCU S. Z. Sakall 
Madame Alary...... 600 teewed Athene Seyler 
BtOMRAN.oscece geeceeces »-»- Richard Dolman 
MID so ccctesceoveseoesoeecese Cameron Hall 
Baron de Gonda........-ee+--.- Fred Emney | 
CS eee esetdeesenatees Paul Blake ! 
LG@ONIO.cvccses TErTECErET oseqens Jane Carr 
PS Sh eR eoeeeeesMorris Harvey 4 
Pls. HG 6 6.600894 840 808 vecetes Robert Nainby 
Made a couple of years ago in 


England with Michael Bartlett and 
June; Knight as its stars, ‘The Lilac 


Domino’ is a slim entry for the 
American market. 
Originally a stage operetta, this 


type of vehicle has long since been 
given the red light because of its 
dated flavor. Added to ‘Domino’ is 
a poor story, inferior cast generally 
and plodding direction on which 
much of the blame regarding the 
thesping can be placed. Camera and 
recordings are also on the nebulous 
side. 

‘Domino's’ music, laid in a Magyar 
setting—with the nearly all-British 
cast discrediting the characteriza- 
tions because of the typically British 
accents—is tuneful only in spots, and 
those few times it’s enhanced by the 


excellent tenoring of Bartlett and 
the occasional warbling of Miss 
Knight. 

Though he has a comparatively 


small part, as a violinist, S. Z. Sakall, 
who has since the making of ‘Dom- 
ino’ been adopted by Hollywood, 
steals the thunder of the stars with 
greater comedy than the written 
part ever intended. 

Otherwise, the story deals with a 
philandering nobleman _ (Bartlett) 
and a wealthy girl for whom he 
eventually falls. The innocuous de- 
tails concern the test she puts him 
through to substantiate his intended 
reformation. 

Bartlett as an actor {is shown to 
particularly bad advantage, though 
the direction seems greatly at fault 


there It could have considerably 
eliminated his posturing Miss 
Knight handles the part as well as 
its meagreness allows it. Where 
Sakall is concerned, had the role 
been a little bigger it might well 
have been his picture. Kan. 


BOY 


(SPANISH-MADE) 
Madrid, Nov. 14. 





Paix release of Cifesa production. Stars 
Antor Vi and Luis Pena features 
Marlemma, Manuel Gonzalez Directed by 
Antonio Calvache: original and adaptation, 
Father Coloma; nera, Enrique Gaertner 
music, Martinez Azaora. At Rialto, Madrid 
Running time, 94 MINS, 


Spain’s first release of the 1940-41 
season is disappointing in view of 
its pre buildup. Meant to be a 
super-production concerning Spain’s 
past greatness, it’s become somewhat 
muddled 


if 


and misdirected. Director 
Antonio Calvache had many thing 
he wanted to say, but he never quite 
got around to saying them. It 
patriotic theme may give film some 


marquee strength, but it’s unlikely 
to have a long stand in the deluxers. 
Even the st: -s, who carry plenty of 
b.o. strength, won't be able to stay 
a quick exit to the nabe houses. 
Foreign exploitation, even in Latin 
America, is definitely limited. 
Picture has a biographical theme. 
It follows Luis Pena and Antonio 
Vico from the naval school as cadets 
through a military career to the 
shooting and killing of the former. 
Pena’s school nickname, ‘Boy,’ gives 
the film its name. 
Pena is represented as a full- 
blooded lad who leads quite a disso- 
lute life. Country and church are 
Only means to an end. He has many 
escapades, including a murder 
charge, for which he is later found 
innocent. As the film approaches 
the end, Pena is slowly converted 
to a patriot ready to die for Spain 
and God. The final scene sees his 
formerly iged father and step- 


estrar 
mothe ' . 
mother orted fron a \ en to 


convert 


| boring and 
' sweetheart. 
| sized, 








a faithful, God-fearing wife—Vico 
and a sad but broken-hearted sweet- 
heart standing in reverence before 
his tomb. 

The faults are many. One is foot- 
age (94 minutes) and the other is 
that the pic is overphotographed, re- 
sulting in many lapses and uneven 
tempo. Gaertner is a good camera- 
man, but makes the picture only a 
vehicle for his photography. Close- 
ups are overdone, robbing many of 
the scenes of their sincere quality. 

Vico turns in the best piece of 
acting as Pena’s sincere and loyal 
friend, who patiently awaits the lat- 
ter’s turning-over a new leaf. Pena 


is guilty of strutting. Mariemma., 
labeled as a new Spanish find, is 


stiff as the neglected 
Religion is overempha- 


but understandable, since 


| novel and scenario were written by 


| a priest. 


than once a season,’ 


Ravo. 





Col-UA-Universal 


Continued from page 7 








the opening statements made by 
Thurman Arnold and Paul Williams, 
in which they referred to integration 
us the basic evil of the industry, and 
declared, ‘This consent decree is a 
remarkable document. It is the first 
time in fhe history of the Sherman 
Act in which a decree is entered in 
which no mention is made of soiving 
a problem of restraint of trade, but 
rather lays down a formula for the 
future control of the industry. This 
suit should be filed with the Federal 
Trade Commission, and not under 
the Sherman Act.’ Frohlich then 
pointed out that the assets of the five 
producer-exhibitors exceeded $520,- 
000,000 and their gross last year was 
$390.000,000. This compares with 
assets of less than $40,000,000 by the 
three little companies combined, and 
a gross of $50,000,000. ‘These three 
little companies combined could not 
monopolize or restrain trade in the 
industry for they have not the power 
to do so,’ declared Frohlich The 
attorney went on to charge that the 
court was in error in signing the de- 


‘ree which failed to state which 
issues had been disposed of, and 
which had still to be tried. “There 


is only one reason the Government 
has filed this action against us. The 
consent decree provides for an es- 


cape clause, whereby the Govern- 
ment must secure a decree against 


us, or its decree with the others is 


useless. By this suit the Govern- 
ment is trying to coerce us into sign- 
ing a consent decree against our 


will,’ orated Frohlich. 
Compromise Rejected 


Then the Columbia attorney made 
an offer to the court which was 
ignored by Judge Goddard and by 
Wright. ‘If this suit against Colum- 
bia will be voluntarily dismissed by 
the Government, Columbia will agree 
to join in the arbitration syste... We 
don’t want to do so, but we are will- 
ing to go that far to cooperate, and 
save ourselves the large expenses of 
defending this suit. We cannot agree 
to selling in blocks of five, as I've ex- 
plained because we have not got the 
financial resources to sell oftener 
stated Frohlich. 

At this point Edward C. Raftery, 
representing United Artists and Uni- 
versal, took up Frohlich’s club and 
carried on. He stated that before the 
consent decree had been discussed, 
representatives of the Department of 
Justice had approached him and told 
him that the ‘little three’ belonged 





on the other side of the fence-with 
the Government to aid in the dis- 
integration of the ‘big five” When 


hat failed, and the majo: 


‘little three’ 


s stuck to- 





geiner, tne were se- 
lected as guinea pigs to operate on 
iid Rafte: ‘The Government found 
out thri examinations before 
rial that it had no case against us, 
and while it is true we sold affiliated 
circuits first, that was not our fault, 
since we entered a business where a 
condition already existed If we did 
not we would be ruined,’ he said. 


Raftery asked the court to hold 
Schine, Crescent and Griffith 
anti-trust actions in abeyance, or 
status quo until this suit is tried and 
disposed of, to save the necessity of 
trying to defend several suits at the 
same time. Wright immediately ob- 
jected to this, and under pressure 


the 





from Judge Goddard admitted that 
the Griffith case. in whic! 

been joined, would prot 

before any of the ot icludiz 
this one. Immediately Raftery asked 
f 


tor 


120 davs to answer this action 
saying he would devote all his 





to the Griffith case. After much 
bickering. in which Judge Goddard 
admonished Wright by saying, ‘The 


Government should allow these com- 
es to do a little business, and 


th . la + r time de- 


fending suits,” the court ordered | 
Wright to report to Thurman Arnold 
and secure from him by Dec. 13 a 
probable listing of each suit’s trial 
date, so that the amount of time 
necessary for the defendants to an- 
swer in each will be known. Then 
the court rejected Raftery’s plea to 
hold up the Schine, Crescent and 
Griffith suits, ending the hearing on 
a continual sour note for the major 
film companies. 





Met Op Gross 


Continued from page $ 





first ‘Butterfly,’ 
in the title supported by 
Charles Kullman, as Pinkerton, and 
John Brownlee, as Sharpless. The 
gross was about $9,000, with $12,000 
needed to break even. The Italian 
soprano repeated her vivid charac- 
terization of Butterfly which won | 
acclaim last year, but vocally the! 
voice is too small for the Met, need- | 
ing a more intimate theatre. Kull- | 
man sang an intelligent, but unin- 
spired, Pinkerton, and quite often 
forced his voice beyond bounds to 
be heard 
not one of his happier roles. Gen- 
naro Papi conducted with taste and 
regard for his principals’ inade- 
quacies. 


with Licia Albanese 


role, 


Friday the Worst 

Friday (6) was the worst from a 
vocal and boxoffice standpoint of ithe 
week, with ‘Samson and Delila,’ the 
opera, Rose Stevens the Delila, and 
Rene Maison the Samson, and Willi- 
fred Pelletier the conductor. Gross 
was about $8,500, with the perform- 
ance losing about $4,000. Miss 
Stevens’ figure was beautiful. The 
singer was suffering from a cold, 
but the part is much too low for her 


voice Rene Jaison was a well- 
built Samson, but vocally inade- | 
quate, being unable to attain the 


high ‘B’ flat at the end of his second 
act duet, and disappointing in his 
opening aria, ‘Arretez O mes Freres.’ 

The first ‘Nozze di Figaro’ on Sat- 
urday afternoon (7) drew almost 
capacity, with a boxoffice take of 
about $14,000. A review of this per- 
formance is in the Radio section. 

Saturday evening's ‘Rosenkavalier,’ 
the ‘popular’ priced opera, at a $4 
top, drew a capacity sell-out per- 
formance with about $10,000 in the 
till. 

Quite a few grumbles were notice- 
able from the audience, however, 
when Lottie Lehmann, whose 
Marshallin is a tradition at the 
house, failed to appear due to a cold, 
and Maria Hussa, a Viennese 
prano, appeared as a_ substitute. 
Many felt the management should 
have informed the public before 
they entered, rather than after. In 
the Met, it should be 


so- 


fairness to 
ta 
te 


stated that it was hoped Miss Leh- 
mann would appear until just before 
curtain time. The debutante sang 
with a thorough knowledge of her 
role, in which she first appeared in 
Berlin in 1922, and with a small, but 
pleasing voice. Eleano: Steber, win- 


ner of the Met auditions of last year, 


appeared as Sophie, and after her 
first nervousness warmed up and 
gave a creditable performance. John 
Carter sang prettily, but in half 


voice in a part too high for him, and 

Emmanuel List’s Baron Ochs has 

been a familiar feature for 

years at the house. Erich 
I 


many 


Leinsdorf 





did his best. job of the week in the 
pit. 

The Sunday (8) concert, i.. which 
artists and orchestra donate 1e1 
services, gave the Met a clear $2,500, 
and Monday (9) saw the season's 
first ‘Lucia’ sold out hours before 


the performance with a 








50 
The drawing power of the 
pany s ost cel rated prima donni 
Lily Pons, was responsible for that 
| 
| Y 
Ezra Stone | 
__ Continued from page 2____-__! 
hen reading a sign on his é j 
room: ‘No one connected with the 
management of this snow is we me 
here. Upon telephonic orders from 
the elder Stone the sign was re- 
moved. Yokel then told the actor 
that he would withdraw the charges 
only if his associates in ‘Fever’ as- 
sented. Lee Shubert and Harry 
Kau e the principal] icke 
Ste ¢ ¢ a of tne ) ( 
tract at $500 weekly, biggest salary 
@ nas e¢ fi 1 da ¢ p 
Yokel cha E bor nation ad- 
) g and !f e to follov ec 
tion. [ erstood that the manage 
planned ta ich lower salaried 
vO g t¢ The Yr } ws t 
and K eferred a ! € 
Charge vere filed i 
Art} f . r f f 


Brownlee’s Sharpless is | 


Huzzah for Nazis in Pix 
‘ bd rb 
House Costs Him $10 Fine 
St. Louis, Dec. 19. | 
Huzzahs for the Nazis during the 
screen of ‘Ramparts We Watch’ at 
the Capitol cost William T. Gage, 
night fireman employed at the city’s 
Art Museum, a $10 fine in police} 


Kidnap Theatre 
Men, Providence 


B.0. Haul, $4,00 


court. Detective John Rooney was | 
a spectator when Gage unlimbered | 


his ‘Hurrah for the Nazis’ and added 
a flock of derogatory remarks about | 
the U. S. Other males in the audi- | Providence, Dec. 10. 

ence tried to gang up on Gage, but | ' ' es a 
Rooney reached Ay offender first. Two gi ey Lyte hdl 
After the pinch and outside of the nappes Ares cael _ ca Poe “ata 
theatre Gage bit Rooney’s hand try- of the Majestic, and an usher, «o 


Sergey, and after driving out of 
1 y ~ > . 
oe busy downtown Providence forced 


In Police Judge James F. Nangle’s 
court Gage did not take the stand, 
but later said he had-been drinking 
and had no recollection of what hap- 
pened. * He said he is a native-born 
American of English ancestry. 


the men out of the car and escaped 
with $4,000 which the theatre men 
were taking to the bank. Money 
represented weekend receipts of the 
Majestic and Fay’s theatres, and was 
insured, 

Clarke and the usher had left 
Fay’s theatre and as they entered 
Clarke’s car the two men came 
alongside, brandished revolvers, fore- 
the Delaware avenue section, seating !"8 Clarke to move from the driver's 


nie "7 ‘ seat. 
capacity of a8, all on one - or. "One of the men got behind the 


| whee] and leisurely drove out of the 

TITLE CHANGES downtown section. Clarke and the 

ee Dec. 10 lusher were forced out about a mile 

‘Under Texas Stars’ at Monogram | 2W4Y after one of the men enress- 

became ‘Rolling Home to Texas.’ ened to ‘let them have it. Both me n 

Paramount switched from ‘D.O.A.’, were described as being between 
to ‘The Monster and the Girl.’ 130 and 35 years old. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Domination of United Artists by Samuel Goldwyn since his entrance into 
the company in 1925—the way in which he has forced one executive after 
another to quit in desperation—is pictured in a lengthy study of UA in 
the current issue of Fortune mag. An unflattering portrait of Goldwyn 
occupies much of the piece which also prophesies that continuation of the 
war for very long ‘cannot be much less than disastr us’ on UA profits. 
Official and unofficial versions of the current battle between Goldwyn and 
UA are given. 

Goldwyn is held responsible for the departure of Walt Disney to dis- 
tribute through RKO: for Joe Schenck and Darryl Zanuck leaving to join 
Fox, and for the resignations of Al Lichtman and Dr. A. H. Giannini as 
heads of the company. 


WB's New One in Albany 


Albany, Dec. 10. 
Warners to erect a new theatre in 





When Louella O. Parsons unit played Pittsburgh last week, columnist 
took one look at the Hearst paper there, the Sun-Telegram, and immedi- 
ately hit the ceiling. Seems sheet had been cutting her daily Hollywood 
column down to three or four paragraphs daily. She immediately long- 
distanced San Simeon as well as Joe Connolly, King Features head, in 
New York, and next day the Parsons column appeared en teto. Did for 
the remainder of her stay in Pittsburgh, too, and understood that she re- 
ceived assurances from local Pitt heads of paper, as well as big bosses, 
that it would remain that way permanently. She threatened to yank it 
out of Sun-Tele and arrange to have it sold to another daily. 

‘For Whom the Bell Tolls,’ Ernest Hemingway novel which Paramount 
recently bought on a sliding scale deal, has run up to 360,000 copies printed, 
It is impossible to tell as yet how many volumes have been sold—which 
determines the final price of screen but the book headed the best- 
seller list in virtually every city in the country last week. 

Based on copies already 
purchase price has hit $136,000, 


each copy sold, 


rights- 


the number of printed, with more ordered, the 


Deal was for $100,000 cash plus 10c for 





Fla. Boom Looks Certain 


Continued from 





page 1 





‘oy. and for the first time locals are; club, Patio and Jungle club, although 


ready to concede other sections of |there is some _ possibility Colony 


the State a sizable cut of the gate. opening may be delayed until zoning 
Disregarding vay] orings by Cham- | dispute can be settled. 

ber of Commerce drum-thumpers, Greater Miami will provide visitors 
ational biz index, unprecedented | with most extensive entertainment 

pre-season activity, early rush for layout since the Seminoles took a 
tel and travel reservations, con- | powder. Setup will include three 


ng boom, and expanded | dog ovals, two racetracks, close to 30 





nilitary operations in the State, offer | class niteries within city limits, eight 

cc cing proof that Florida is in| legit shows, symphony and concert 

tne ¢ his € Normally sea- eason, gigantic Orange Bow! cele- 

on does not get under way till latter | bration, and enough splash and soda 

part of Decembe I t year they joints to give even the most ener- 

umped the gun a tarted piling in | getic pub crawler the heebie-jeebies. 

ite O ber ! November! Operators have terall cut the 

, ‘ ¢ ‘ ‘ ¢ ] of r ‘ ¢ g « fa + le: t bh leoset 

‘ ‘ re ) r ied Ber Ma en | 

( Ss ] e opnenec g y Paul WI Y ‘ ; f re- 

of eC, a VI nl rement to act as r il director 

ff } te to a! for } new Colonial I and show 

‘ he ( re P ] r le a e } Le —~ hie 

¢ ‘ f f ] f H I Ri } 1 e 

‘ ‘ ¢ Or 1 Cy ne K \ a ‘ Art Cc} 3 

‘ t i < e tO De K if¢ rs” R val Palm M lil 2) WV in V it l 

A rreate { i is expect- | Ted Lewis and follow up with Abe 

ed t e rope ip first, but Palm Lyman and Tony Martin. George 

B a. on pa, St. Petersburg, Or- Raft combine has settled on Slapsie 
and he naller 90h : . ‘ . ’ : 

a » and the smailer beach resorts Maxie Rosenbloom’s as tag for its 
: a ’ . : . ’ : 

e all looking forward ot sizable in- new joint, and will open with ex- 

creases in annual Influx of visitors. pug’s entire Hollywood company 
Heretofore tnese smalier cities have Other spots will offer equal Vv 


hefty 


ased draw largely on boast at 


climate and _ pills, 
tdoor recreation facilities, but this 


year, with tremendous military ac- 


and joint that can’t 
least two bands 


beyond the pale 


and a house line is 


vity going on in vicinity of Jack- Dempsey-Vanderbilt’s newly re- 
lie, Orlando and Tampa, local decorated Pago-Pago room " bows 
perators feel nite life is due for Thursday (12). Lineup set by Benny 
den hype Gaines includes Walter Donahue, 
Nassau Vs. Palm Beach Deanne Janis and Eleanor Teeman, 
Bluebloods are already trickling! with dansapation split between 
nto Palm Beach this season. but) Gavin’s rhumba group~and Vincent 

nany believe it will take a backseat Bragale’s orch. 
to Nassau, where presence of Duke In addition, nearly all the larger 
1 D € of Windsor is proving beach hostelrie l provide 1 
g draw f pper c t Nitery | type of dive eme using either 
nP Be A ] t ’ co , r tr g j + , en- 

C be ( 
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This Callelor ADVERTISI 


G 
ADVERTISING, 
and More ADVERTISING! 





Read this clipping. Its meaning is plain... potent... TRUE! 


Competition outside your business IS 
keen...and growing keener. Men with 
ideas and money to spend developing 
those ideas are sitting up nights trying 
to charm your customers away. 


You’ve got to make movie-going a 
habit again. 


This calls for advertising ... advertising 
and more advertising. 


Dress up your theatre... brighten up 
your lobby...institutionalize. Sell your 


NATIONAL See? SERVICE © NATIONAL Gever ACCESSORIE 


local drawing population this big idea: 
THE BEST PLACE TO SPEND AN EVENING 
or A MATINEE IS YOUR THEATRE... from 
an entertainment standpoint... from 
any standpoint. 


And there is no better place to get that 
full-dress advertising you need than the 
place where advertising is a business 
eee Gn art...a profession...a life- 
work... where you can RENT every- 
thing you need to sell your pictures 
and your theatre ...Trailers... Lobby 
Displays... Standard Accessories. 


, 


ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES, inc. 


Das 


rae 


ewe. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Varirty presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- | 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VaRIETy and the running time of prints are included.) 


COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY, INC, 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD-—-Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU~—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicates date of VARIETY’s review and running time. 











WEEK OF RELEASE—10/25/40 








D 


Girls Under 21 (Col) 11/13 
10/30 MU 


Hullabaloo (M-G) 

Christmas in July (Par) 9/18 
Knew What ‘they Wanted (RKO) 
Young Bill Hickok (Rep) 10/2 
Great Profile (20th) 8/21 
Tugboat Annie Sails Again (WB) 
Seven Sinners (U) 10/30 


10/9 


cD 
CD 
w 

D 
10/23 Cc 
D 


64 
V7 
66 
yu 
59 
7 


P. Kelly-R. Hudson 

F. Morgan-B. Burke 

D. Powell-E. Drew 

C. Laughton-C. Lombard 

R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 


75° M. Rambeau-A., Hale 


85 


M. Dietrich-J. Wayne 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/1/40 





Escape (M-G) 10/30 D 105 
Blondie Plays Cupid (Col) 10/30 eS 
Dancing on a Dime (Par) 10/16 D> 
Li'l Abner (RKO) ¢ 77 
Who Killed Aunt Maggie? (Rep) 11/6 M 7 
I'm Nobody’s Sweetheart Now (U) 8/7 C 64 
Devil’s Pipeline (U) 11/13 M~ 65 

11/27 Cc ss 


Always a Bride (WB) 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1i/8/40 








N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
P. Singleton-A. Lake 
G. McDonald-R. Paige 
‘x. Owen-M. Ray 

- Hubbard-W. Barrie 
D. O’Keefe-C. Moore 
R. Arlen-A, Devine 

R. Lane-G. Reeves 


= 








Bitter Sweet (M-G) 


11/20 MU 
Take Me Back to Oklahoma (Mono) w 
Arise My Love (Par) 10/23 D 
Too Many Girls (RKO) 10/9 MU 
Friendly Neighbors (Rep) 11/13 Cc 
Trail Blazers (Rep) 10/30 w 
The Mark of Zorro (20th) 11/6 D 
Sandy Gets Her Man (U)_ 11/13 Cc 
Pony Post (U) w 
East of the River (WB) RD 


10/30 


92 


93 
65 


73 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/15/40 





Beyond the Sacramento (Col) 


Ww 
GaUant Sons (M-G) 11/13 D 
Fhantom of. Chinatown (Mono) D 
Three Men from Texas (Par) w 
Mexican Spitfire Out West (RKO) 10/30 C 
Melody Ranch (Rep) Ww 
Street of Memories (20th) 7/3 D 
One Night in the Tropics (U) 11/6 MU 
South of Suez (WB) D 


75 
62 


76 
83 
65 
82 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/22/40 


J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
T. Ritter-S. Anderson 

C. Colbert-R. Milland 

L.. Ball-R. Carlson 

Weaver Bros. and Elviry 
R. Livingston-B. Steele 
T. Power-L, Darnell 

S. Erwin-U. Merkel 

J. M. Brown-F. Knight 
J. Garfield-B. Marshall 


. Elliott-E. Keyes 
Cooper-J. Preisser 
Luke- L. Long 

- Boyd-R. Hayden 

4. Velez-L. Errol 

7». Autry-J. Durante 

.. Roberts-G. Kibbee 
A. Jones-V. Bruce 

G. Brent-G. Fitzgerald 


BAS 





Lone Wolf Keeps a Date (Col) 


M 
Escape to Glory (Col) 11/20 M 
Little Nelly Kelly (M-G) 11/20 MU 
West of Pinto Basin (Mono) w 
North West Mounted Police (Par) 10/23 M 
You’ll Find Out (RKO) 11/20 MU 
Texas Terrors (Rep) 11/26 w 
Youth Will Be Served (20th) 11/20 Cc 
Meet the Wildcat (U) 10/30 D 
The Long Voyage Home (UA) 10/30 D 
The Letter (WB) D 


11/20 





Ellery Queen—Master Detective (Col) D 
Dr. Kildare’s Crisis (M-G) 12/4 D 
Remedy for Riches (RKO) cD 
Meet the Missus (Rep) Cc 
Tin Pan Alley (20th) 11/27 MU 
The Bank Dick (U) 12/4 Cc 
Blackout (UA) D 
Lady with the Red 11/13 D 


Hair (WB) 


70 
96 
6u 
125 
95 
57 
638 
61 
103 
95 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/29/40 


66 
73 
67 
92 
69 


78 


W. William-F. Robinson 
P. O’Brien-C. Bennett 
J. Garland-G. Murphy 
R. Corrigan-J. King 
G. Cooper-M. Carroll 
K. Kyser-B. Karloff 

D. Barry-J. Duncan 
J. Withers-R. Conway 
M. Lindsay-R. Bellamy 
J. Wayne-T. Mitchell 
B. Davis-H. Marshall 


R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 

J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 

R. Karns-R. Donnelly 

A. Faye-J. Oakie 

W. C. Fields-F. Pangborn 
C. Veidt-V. Hobson 

M. Hopkins-C. Rains 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12/6/40 


Great Plane Robbery (Col) 11/20 M 
Thundering Frontier (Col) 9/18 w 
Go West (M-G) Cc 





Chamber of Horrors (Mono) M 
A Night at Earl Carroll’s (Par) 11/20 MU 
Border Legion (Rep) 11/27 w 
The Fargo Kid (RKO) Ww 
Charter Pilot (20th) cD 
Margie (U) 9/18 c 
She Couldn’t Say No (WB) Cc 


55 
55 


62 
58 
63 
7vU 
58 


J. Holt-V. Lester 
C. Starrett-l. Meredith 
Marx Bros.-Jd. Carroil 





G. Malo-L. Banks 

K. Murray-R. Hobart 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
T. Holt-J. Drummond 
L. Bari-L. Nolan 

T. Brown-N. Grey 


R. Pryor-F. Arden 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12/13/40 





Pride of the Bowery (Mono) 


D 
Comrade X (M-G) 12/l1li M 
Texas Rangers Ride Again (Par) 11/6 WD 
Mysterious Dr. Satan (Rep) 11/20 M 
Murder Over New York (20th) 12/4 M 
Trail of the Vigilantes (U) 12/11 Ww 
Invitation to a Murder (WB) D 


87 
67 
65 
75 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12/20/40 





Phantom Submarine (Col) 


M 
Keeping Company (M-G) C 
Her First Romance (Mono) D 
No, No, Nanette (RKO) MU 
Behind the News (Rep) D 
Lon: Star Raider (Rep) w 
Jennie (20th) cD 
Give Us Wings (U) 11/13 M 
Here Comes Navy (WB) (reissue) 7/24/34 D 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12 


The Wildcat of Tucson (Coil) 


Ww 
Flight Command (M-G) Ww 
Rolling Home to Texas (Mono) Ww 
Love Thy Neighbor (Par) Cc 
Kitty Foyle (RKO) D 
Bowery Boy (Rep) D 
Chad Hanna (20th) D 
The Invisible Woman (U) M 
Thief of Bagdad (UA) 19/16 D 
Santa Fe Trail (WB) Ww 











This Thing Called Love (Col) 





c 
You’re Out of Luck (Mono) D 
Traii of the Silver Spurs (Mono) Ww 
Maisie Was a Lady (M-G) C 
Second Chorus (Par) 12/4 MU 
Convoy (RKO) 6/26 M 
Hudson’s Bay (20th) D 
Lucky Devils (U) r 
Where Did Yoy Get That Girl? (U) c 
Son of Monte Cristo (UA) 12/4 D 
Four Mothers (WB) D 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/10/41 


Pinto Kid (Col) 





w 
Philadelphia Story (M-G) 11/27 > 
Doomed Caravan (Par) Ww 
Wyoming Wildcat (Rep) w 
Little Men (RKO) 12/4 D 


Michael Shayne, Private Detective (20th) D 
San Francisco Docks (U) D 


738 
60 
33 


105 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/3 


84 


93 


102 


11) 


84 


65 


L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 
C. Gable-H. Lamarr 
J. Howard-E. Drew 

E. Clannelli-R. Wilcox 
S. Toler-M. Weaver 
F. Tone-B. Crawford 
T. Mitchell-J. Lynn 


A. Louise-B. Brand 
A. Rutherford-J. Shelton 
FE. Fellows-W. Evans 

A. Neagle-R. Carlson 

L. Nolan-D. Davenport 
B. Livingston-B. Steele 


V. Miller-D. Bowdon 
W. Ford-V. Jory 


J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 
27/40 


B. Elliott-EF. 
R. Tavylor-R. 
T. Ritter 

. Benny-M. Martin 

G. ogers-D. Morgan 

D. O’Keefe-L. Campbell 
H. Fonda-L. Darneii 

. Barrymore-J. Howard 
. Veidt-J. Duprez 


Young 
Hussey 


=mOe 


41 

R. Russeli-M. Douglas 
F. Darro 
R.)Corrigan-M. Terhune 
A. Sothern-L. Ayres 

F. Astaire-P. Goddard 
C. Brook-J. Campbell 

P. Muni-G. Tierney 

R. Arlen-A. Devine 

H. Parrish-E. Quillan 

L. Hayward-J. Bennett 
Lane Sisters-C. Rains 


” 





C. Starrett-L. Currie 
K. Hepburn-C. Grant 
W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
D. Barry-J. Duncan 
K. Francis-J. Oakie 
L. Nolan-M. Weaver 
Bb. Meredith-l. Hervey 





Directors’ Break 











Continued from page 3 


studio chiefs for the privilege of 
sitting in on the advance prepara- 
tions for the vehicles they are to 


| handle but, with the exception of a 


| few top pilots, 


it has all been in 
vain. They have begged to be al- 
lowed to collaborate with writers in 
the scripting of the yarns, to hud- 


| dle with producers on the selection 


of casts and to have a word in the 
choice of sites that were being 


| picked as their location spots. 





Although they gained some ground 
when the Screen Directors Guild 


producers several months ago, their 
forward march was far from 
they had hoped for from the angle 
of advance preparedness periods. 
But the decree, apparently, is bring- 
ing them all they had hoped to win 
through their pact, and more. 

They are, at least at 20th-Fox, not 
only collaborating in work on the 
screen plays, but they are bossing 
the job as well. 

The Chosen Few 

Only such ranking figures as John 
Ford, Ernst Lubitsch, Leo McCarey, 
Howard Hawks, Henry King, Clar- 
ence Brown and a handful of their 
colleagues have been in such envi- 
able positions in the past, but now 
it would seem that even the pilots 
of the lowliest of the beehive output 
are to be given their chance. 

Rouben Mamoulian, assigned by 
the Westwood studio to direct ‘Blood 
and Sand,’ a Tyrone Power starrer, 
has gone to Honolulu for 
months, during which he will draft 
the screenplay. William Wyler, who 
will direct the same lot’s ‘How Green 
Was My Valley,’ is collaborating 
with Philip Dunne on the script for 
that vehicle. Archie Mayo, who will 
guide Darryl Zanuck’s 
American Broadcast,’ is working 
with writers Don Ettlinger and Ed- 
win Blum on the screen play. 

But Zanuck’s revised attitude 
toward directors does not apply only 
to those on the higher-budget prod- 


luct. Assigned to hold the whistle 
lon the less costly ‘A Very Young 
| Lady,’ director Harold Schuster is 


co-authoring the script with writer 
Elaine Ryan. Harry Lachman is 
collaborating with writer John Lar- 
kin on ‘Dead Men Tell,’ which Lach- 
man will guide. When Zanuck set 
David Burton to direct Brenda Joyce 
in ‘Private Nurse,’ he told him to 
write his own treatment, after which 


la scripter would be assigned to toil 


with him on the final screenplay. 
Paramount, it is understood, will 
be first to follow 20th-Fox in ®g)iv- 
ing directors a bigger break as 
toward better features. Par, always 
a believer in an early. start on its 
season’s sked, expects to send its first 


sa ae 
a step 


1941-42 talker into production late 
in January. 

Meanwhile. all companies are ef- 
fecting the changes they believe nec- 
essary as aids in the development of 
| additional top-draw nami Illus- 
| trative of this trend is the signing by 
290th-Fox of Lou Ostrow to produce 
the 1941-42 Jane Withers vehicles 

| Ostrow supervised most of the 


| months 


| 
| 
| 
' 


Hardy Family pictures for Metro up 
to his departure from that plant five 
ago to enter the indie pro- 
duction field. While his name, by 
his own request, was omitted from 
the credits on the Hardys, what 
that series accomplished for Mickey 


Rooney was uppermost in Zanuck’s 
mind when he lured Ostrow to 
Westwood. 

Zanuck feels certain that, with 
proper grooming, it will be ane 
matter to mould Miss Withe to 
one of that company’s most impo! 
tant b.o fav rite While he I re 
recent films have been given appro 
priations slightly above the B budget 
mark, coming editions will be fitted 
more substantially into the A « 
| fication. 

Zanuck, as well as head f other 
lots, believe that there af ; 
young players, who, like Withe1 
ihave failed to progre beyond 4a 
certain point because of the i 
manufacture methods applied to their 
pictures. They are out to remé 
the situation, what with marquee 
inames about to become » much 
more important und cor t de 
cree distribut met} 

The re: tars of the 7 
Ms 1 will have to be built fro 
these present-day half-st: produ 
ti heads de ‘ The. t th 
the e tried every other way of ‘ 
| eovering additional pet nal _ra- 
dio. legit and little theatre, but 


| 


lg 


without results. 


: , 
of these com) 


While some ng-upper: 
appear to climb fast until they reach 
a certain mark, then become stymied 
Hollywood bigs currently are argu- 


ne that individnal 


¢ I ' 
B&Vss0, Vass Os Ody 


what | 


| Ralph 
tenant eske aaesemanh with = | Parents’ Magazine, all contributed to 
signed a basic agreement with the ‘the pooh-poohing. 


two | 


‘Analysis of What Pix Scare Kids 
At Nat'l Board of Review Conclave 





Belittling of the effect of horror 


|; and gangster films on kids—long a 


| form 
| thoritative sources recently. 


‘The Great | 


fave topic of women’s clubs and re- 
outfits—came from three au- 
Walt 
Disney, Judge Stephen S. Jackson, 
director of the New York Bureau of 
Juvenile delinquency, and Mrs. 
T. Edwards, film editor of 


Trio spoke at various sessions of 
the conference of the National Board 
of Review at the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
N. Y. About 500 members from 37 
States attended the conclave of the 
group, whose seal appears on all ma- 
jor pix and is acepted in lieu of cen- 
sorship in many states. 

‘Bald Mountain’ sequence in Dis- 
ney’s ‘Fantasia’ was the focal point 
of the issue. It has been criticized as 
not for kids. Witch footage in Dis 


ney’s first feature, ‘Snow White.’ 
came in for similar panning when 
the film was released. 


Admitting that were he to make 
‘Snow White’ over he’d tone down 
the scarey portions considerabiy. 
Disney reveaied that he has been 
studying carefully, ever since the 
‘Snow White’ criticism, what it i 
that frightens moppets. 

‘We have discovered that what 
scares children,’ he declared, ‘is plac- 
ing in danger someone they like 
They may have been frightened in 
‘Snow White’ because the heroine 
was in danger. In ‘Bald Mountain, 
however, there is no one whom they 
care much about likely to get hurt 


| Frankly, we feared ‘The Sorcerer’s 


Apprentice’ might do more frighten- 
ing because Mickey Mouse in that 
one stands a chance of injury.’ 

A picture can be thrilling and ex- 


citing, Disney said, without being 
terrifying. He declared that ‘Fan- 
tasia’ was made for kias 1:10 years 


old and up and added: 

‘I've seen many children being 
taken to the movies who, in my 
opinion, were too young to see any 
picture.” The comment won a rounc 


health, strained 
onomic situations and lack of 
ligious training. Correct these faults 
and all the gangster pictures in Hol- 
lywood will have no more than minor 
effect.’ 

Judge Jackson revealed he'd like 
to take a shot himself at making pix 
from case records in the courts. He 
thinks he’d not only have a mine of 
exciting material, but he could use 
the facts in many cases to deter simi- 
lar crimes. 


homes, poor ec- 


ree 


‘If I can make a picture showing 
that false alarms cost 14 lives gn 
New York City last year, or How 
stealing a car resulted in two deaths, 
I think it will keep many boys from 
committing such acts,’ he said. 


Mrs. Edwards, whose mag is ac- 
cepted by many parent groups as 
semi-official, recommended an oc- 


casional thriller as healthy for kids. 

‘A milk-and-water diet,’ she said, 
‘weakens children in later life. A 
completely de-shivered existence 
might well disarm a child for the 
future. Parents should know their 


/own child’s capacity for thrills and 


of applause from the National Board 


members. 


Don’t Blame Gangster Pix 

Gangster pix aren’t responsible, 
Judge Jackson asserted, for kids 
busting into the neighborhood store 
or shooting a chum wiih pop’s re- 
volver. He admitted that films exert 
greater influence on minds of young- 
sters than any other agency, but said 
there were other underly: 
that brought kids into court. 

‘The real basis for juvenile delin- 
quency, he asserted broken 


mer reaconse 
ip ta Jit 
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The WALT DISNEY- 
STOKOWSKI Triumph 


antasia 


In Technicolor & RCA Fantasound 


TWICE DAILY at 2:40 & 8:40 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 


EBROADWAY THEATRE 
53rd St. & B’way—Ci 6-5353 
pranatiphspo-mc leds seshethardhnae 





"© MUSIC HALL 


cry 
HELD OVER 


“THIEF OF 
BAGDAD" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















"LITTLE MEN” 


UNITED. RIVOLI 


30 ALM, 


Broadway 
at 49th St 


Doors Open 9 MIDNITE SHOW 






















MG-M's 





le-splitting comedy Broadway Sivt Street } 
Myrna Melvin 
LOY ° DOUGLAS 


‘THIRD FINGER, Left Hand’ 


\ Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 






| New York Theatres 


OU Coo 


recommend a movie diet according- 
ly. More pernicious than Cagney 
killing and getting killed in the end 
is the story of the-parasitic hero who 
wins success and wins the girl and 
never has to work.’ 

Family pix aren’t spaced evenly 
enough throughout the year. the mag 
editor complained. Sometimes, she 
said the market is glutted with them, 
while at others she has.difficulty in 
finding other than straight adult pic- 
tures from which to make recom- 
mendations. Sse urged more 
ligent planning of skeds by distribs. 


intel- 


Arie 
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Overlooking Central Park 
NEW YORK 

With 840 acres of recreational 

facilities at your deorstep. 

Rooms and suites by the day, 


month or longer. 


CENTRAL PARK WEST AT 61ST STREET 
NEW YORK 


Richard M_ Toohill Mar 
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“ESCAPE” 
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Columbia Assigns Jerry Sill To 


Rotate Among 


Its Affiliates In 


New Special Station Service 





Jerry Sill is stepping from the sales 
promotion department of the Colum- | 
bia Broadcasting System into station 
operations under Mefford Runyan. | 
Sill will have a new function, that of | 
traveling and contracting affiliates, | 
as distinct from CBS-owned and 
managed stations. And as distinct 
from the customary functions of sta- 
tion relations. 

As a trained sales promotionist, Sill 
will undertake to cooperate with 
local stations in helping them become 
better stations and better able to get 
their story across to advertisers. 

Sill has been with CBS three years. 


Health (Their Own) 
Behind Doctors’ Paid Air 
Bally for Daylight Saving 








Milwaukee, Dec. 10. 


Ethics bar members of the Wis- | 


consin State Medical Society from 
advertising, but the association itself 
has just entered into a contract with 
WTMJ for a 15-minute program for 
13 consecutive Sundays as part of 


its program to again bring about | 


daylight saving in the state during 
the summer as a health measure. 
Questions regarding daylight saving 
will be answered over the air by 
*The Friendly Doctor,’ who will be 
unnamed and not peddling any nos- 
trums. . 

Wisconsin some years ago had day- 
light saving, but it was voted out by 
referendum. Fight to restore it will 
be made when the 1941 legislature 
convenes, with theatre 
leading the strong opposition to it. 


| Dame-Southern 


interests | 





He’s On a Transcontinental Com- 
muting Schedule 





Bill Stern is running up a mileage 
record in the next few weeks with 
his sports broadcasts from various 
points. Having covered the Notre 
Cal football game 
last Saturday (7) from the Coast, he 


handle three fights for Adam hats. 
Bouts are the Overlin-Belois in 
Madison Square Garden, Friday (13); 
Louis-McCoy heavyweight cham- 
pionship in Boston, Dec. 16, and 
| Jenkins-Zivic back in the Garden, 
| Dec. 20. 

Broadcaster then flies to the Coast 
for the Rose Bow] game New Year’s 
| Day and immediately planes back for 
| the Soos-Mauriello fight at the Gar- 

den, Jan. 3. He'll do as many of his 
regular evening sports shows for Col- 
| gate as possible, but will be replaced 
by Charles Nobles on any he can't 
| handle because of travel. 

NBC, which is airing all the above 
| broadcasts, also has the Sugar Bowl 
| football game Jan. 1 for Gillette 
razor and the usual pre-Rose Bowl 
festivities from Los Angeles, includ- 
ing a ‘Kickoff Lunch’ on Dec. 30 for 
re-e players and writers, as well 


} 
} 
| 
| 


| 


as the annual Rose festival parade. | 


Latter shows are sustainers. 


LONGINE TRYS 
FM SIGNALS 


Frrst contract for FM sponsorship 














BILL STERN, THE TOURIST Becomes Active in Air 


} 
| 


\the Accordion Center, using the ac- 
| cordionist, Biviano. 


| 
| 


/20c declared last week is not pay- 


j 


| 


Medicos‘ devotion to golf is already | was signed Monday (9) by Bam-| 


cited as incentive to enthusiasm they 
display in their effort to set the 
clocks back. 


SUFS MCA ON ALLEGED 





James Lyons filed suit Monday (9) 


in the N. Y. supreme court against | 


the Music Corp. of America, seeking 
$13,000 damages for alleged failure 
to pay him for an idea for a radio 
program. Suit was revealed by a 
plea to examine Harold L. Hackett, 
vice president of the defendant be- 
fore trial. 

Plaintiff c'sims in October, 1937, 
he devised a new program calling 
for a mock courtroom scene, with a 


band, and a jury to be selected from | 


the audience, and paid $3 for their 
services. Best answers to knotty 
questions would receive additional 
prizes. At the request of the de- 
fendants, plaintiff claims, he sub- 
mitted the idea, and was promised 
$13,000 if it was used. One of the 
defendants bands (unnamed) used 
the program from April 10-July 3, 
1940, over a national hook-up on 
WABC, complaint claims. Defense 
interposed is a general denial. 








Ramona Gerhard Appears 
With Minneapolis Symph 


Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 
Ramona Gerhard, WCCO . staff 
pianist and organist, was guest art- 


orchestra at its Dec. 8 twilight con- 
cert in the University Auditorium 
here. 

She played the Gershwin 
concerto in F—the first time that 
mumber has been used by the or- 
chestra under Dimitri Mitropoulis’ 
direction. 


H. B. Summers to NBC 


Dr. 
Kansas 


piano 








Harry B. Summers, of the 
State College, joins NBC 
early in January to work in the 
public service division. Appoint- 
ment was announced at the recent 
educational regional conference in 


Chicago of officials of affiliated sta- | 


tions. 

Number of NEC executives from 
New York attended the sessions. 
Chicago confab was held Dec. 3 and 
another took place Nov. 29 in New 
Orleans. 


|berger Broadcasting System and 
| Longine-Wittenauer watch. Deal is 
|for a year’s time signals to be aired 
| over the FM station to be operated 
|commercially by the Bamberger out- 
| fit after Jan. 1. The FM transmitter 


Parent station operated 
by the Bamberger firm is WOR, New 
York. 

New contract was set by the Ar- 
thur S. Rosenberg agency for Lon- 
gine. Officials of WOR and Longine 
had a formal signaturing ceremony 
Monday afternoon at the new 
W2XOR studios, for the benefit of 
photographers and posterity. 


IF HE CAN, HE’S GOOD 


Harold Fleming Will Make Finance 
and Economics Clear to Masses 











| ‘Profit and Loss,’ sustainer series 
by Harold Fleming over WOR- 
Mutual at 9:15 Saturday nights start- 
ing this week (14), is an attempt to 
|do something new in financial and 
economic comment. Idea is not only 
; to popularize the ‘dismal science,’ 
but also to explain how it effects the 
public’s everyday life. As an in- 
| Stance, the first program’s subject 
| will be why inflation of prices, which 
has occurred during all previous 
wars, hasn’t yet and probably won’t 
take place during this. It’s pointed 
out that Fleming will try to explain 
finance and economics somewhat in 
the manner in which Raymond Gram 
Swing handles international news. 

Fleming, the Wall Street reporter 
for the Christian Science Monitor, 
has never before had a regular radio 
spot, 


WBBM Drops $125. 





Chicago, Dec. 10. 

Breaking a long continuous pol- 
icy, WBBM, the Columbia station 
here, will not carry baseball play- 
by-play this coming season. Leslie 
Atlass, head WBBM and CBS, v.-p., 
for some time now has been mulling 
| the block time sales situation and 
_has arrived at the decision that the 
| Sale of block time on WBBM is inim- 
sy to the best interests of the out- 
et. 
i Not only does this block base- 


immediately started back east to | Philadelphia, and various New Eng- 


Carter’s True to Wax 


Besides having a prograrn on the 
NBC-blue Carter's Little Liver Pills 
contemplates putting out another 
transcription campaign. 

Latter would again be centered 
around popular music. 


Al Frank-Guenther Law 








Advertising Through Spots 


Albert Frank-Guenther Law, 
agency, which established a radio 
department. under Henry T. Rock- 
well’s direction, has become espe- 
cially active in the spot field. It now 
has programs running in New York, 





land cities. 

Agency’s Chase National Bank ac- 
count has just renewed its Tom Pow- 
ers series on WJZ, N.Y., for another 
13 weeks, effective Dec. 26. It also 
has a program on WINS, N.Y., for 


In New England it’s 13 stations 
with spot announcements for Cyn- 
thia Sweets. 


RCA DOUBLES DIVVY 
TO 40C; 6 NEW V.P.’S 


Radio Corp. of America has lifted 
the dividend declared on the com- 
mon this year to 40c, although the 








able until Jan. 27, 1941. New com- 
mon distribution is to stock on 
record Dec. 20. Company had voted 
and paid 20c previously on the 
common this year. 

RCA also voted the regular 87\4c 
on the first preferred and $1.25 on 
the ‘B’ preferred shares, both being 
payable Jan. 1 to stock on record 
Dec. 13. Both preferred divvys cover 
the quarter ending next Dec. 31. 

Six executives of RCA Com- 
munications, Inc., part of the RCA 


a 


Press Agentry Backfires 





valuable coins. 
valued at $20. 


of operation. 


Tom Fizdale publicity office pulled a stunt that proved quite e 
barrassing to Fred Allen. Out of this incident has come a decision on 
the part of the Texas Co., by. whom Fizdale is retained, to maintain a 
closer scrutiny on the latter’s releases about the Allen show. 

Fizdale’s office had sent out a story about Allen’s wife and progr 
partner, Portland Hoffa, accidentally disposing of one of her husband's 
It was a penny dated 1887, which the story said was 


m- 


am 


Upshot was a stream of pennies from fans of the same date, with the 
latter evidently expecting Allen to send them each $20. Allen returned 
the coins. Fizdale expresses regret; says only episode of kind in years 








Dinty Doyle Claims Fizdale Is Out 
But Philco Awards Not Easily 
Put Over With Some Radio Eds 





Dinty Doyle, former radio editor 


}and now paid secretary of the so- 


called ‘Radio Editors of America,’ 
took steps last week to win friends 
and influence people in favor of the 
Phileco Awards which were originally 
organized by private press agent 
Tom Fizdale out of a budget of $30,- 
000 provided by the radio set manu- 
facturer. This project is to culminate 
in a banquet on Feb. 15 next in New 
York. In the meantime Doyle has 
an office and is open for business, 


IRNA NETWORK 
GROUP MEETS 


Network negotiating committees of 
the Independent Radio Network Af- 
filiates held their quarter meeting in 
New York last Wednesday (4) and 











corporate setup, were named vice- 
presidents at a meeting of the RCA 
directors the same day. New ap- 


| pointments, which were announced | 


letters | 
| research 


| walked up to Bryson I 


by W. A. Winterbottom, general | 
manager of company, follow: 
John B. Rostron, traffic manager; 


neer; H. H. Beverage, in charge of | 
and development; F. W. | 
Wozencraft, general counsel; L. G.| 


treasurer, | 





| Rosenbaum, 


unanimously approved the brief and 
arguments which had been present- 
ed in IRNA’s behalf during the re- 
cent hearing on the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission’s monopoly re- 
port. Meanwhile the committees are 
continuing discussions with NBC and 


: ; - | C, W, Lati i j 10 : : various , 
is currently operating on an experi-| © timer, chief operations engi- | Columbia regarding various network 


LIFT OF RADIO IDEA yszsi,o=%, wi thes 


practices, such as hitchhiker an- 
nouncements, etc. 


Reports on what happened before 


| Hills, controller; and A, B. Tuttle,! the FCC as far as IRNA was con- 


cerned were made by Mark Ethridge, 
of WHAS, Louisville, and Samuel] R. 
of WFIL, Philadelphia. 


‘Perserverance Is More | Also present at this IRNA meeting 


Prevailing Than Violence’ 


Washington, Dec. 10. 
Proving Plutarch’s point that ‘per- 
severence is more prevailing than 
violence,’ a little old lady last week 
sh, emcee of 





| Wednesday were Edwin W. Craig, of 
WSM, Nashville; Paul W. Morency, 
|WTIC, Hartford; Don S._ Elias, 
| WWNC, Asheville, N. C.; Ike Louns- 


berry, WGR, Buffalo; George W. 
Norton, Jr., WAVE, Louisville, and 


Martin B. Campbell, WFAA, Dallas 


GOODRICH AT BBD.&0.: 





| MAY REVISE POLICIES 


| NBC’s ‘Quiz of Two Cities,’ to ask 
whether she could be included in the 
program. Didn’t have a ‘dime for 
car-fare,’ she said. 

Forced to point out that he | 


health. 
| 


couldn’t arbitrarily select a contest- | 


ant from the street—as all were 
Crawn by lot—Rash later was sur- 
prised to see the needy woman 
squeezed into a back-seat in the 
audience. 

First-drawn among the contestants 
was the little old lady who answered 
the bonus question—winning 
sum of $82 as the price of her will- 
ingness to be last. She had ‘crashed’ 
the party as last ticket-holder 
filed into the studios. 


the 


the 





writer-producer at 


Don Becker, 
Transamerican, returned this week 
after a cruise, much improved in 





Phase of the Goodrich Tire ac- 
count which had been v-ith the Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan agency for years, is 
now with B.B.D. & O. 


Report in the advertising field is 
that Goodrich is considering a 
change of manufacturing policy, 
which would reduce its tiremaking 
operations and turn over most of its 
facilities to the production of other 
rubber goods. 


Regina, Sask.—New transmitter 
operator for CKCK, Regina, is Vern 
Parmenter, who replaces Wilf Col- 
lier, moved to studios as control 


| operator. 
| 


000 General Mills” 
Deal, Clears Out Afternoon Schedule 


‘ball time jan» up the Columbia web 


schedules but Atlass, with pencil and 
paper, has figured that it would be 


more profitable to break up the base- | 
ball block time to take care of a/ 


larger number of advertisers. 

On WBBM the baseball price to 
General Mills was $125,000 without 
rights of talent. General Mills is 
now scouting for another 
May fall to WJJD, brother Ralph 
Atlass station, although WENR, the 


NBC-blue outlet, which has not car- 


ried baseball heretofore, is also a | 


possibility. 

It is also likely that Pat Flanagan, 
veteran WBBM baseball announcer, 
}along with associate John Harring- 
ton, would shift to WJJD for the 
| baseball play-by-play. Charlie 
| Grimm, who was one of the sports- 


outlet. | casters on WJJD for the past two 


seasons, is returning to active base- 
ball as coach for the Chicago Cubs. 


| the business of, as he terms it,’ ‘an- 
swering any questions.’ He also sent 
out last week a list of the subjects to 
be recognized by his office. He is 
| forming a ‘jury’ and he says, and 
| Fizdale echoes, that the latter is en- 
| tirely divorced from the awards. 

New York radio editors, regarded 
as the smartest in the business, are 
| not joining in the Philco promotion 
stunt as far as is known with the 
| exception of Jack McManus, of PM, 
| of which newspaper Fizdale is press 
; agent. Slant of the New York radio 
editors, as they divulge it to Variery, 
is that they would not run the risks 
they consider implicit in this de- 
velopment. It may be understand- 
|able for out-of-town radio editors, 
who get small salaries and no ex- 
pense accounts, to like to come into 
N. Y. on the cuff, but they, the New 
Yorkers, have no taste fpr this sort 
ee thing. They ask, too, how any 
|Fizdale client could be eligible for 
an award on Feb. 15 next, at which 
time Fhilco is to finance a banquet 
at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel in New 
York. 


Editors to ‘Nomfnate,’ Not ‘Elect’ 


Although operating under the title 
of the ‘Radio Editors of America’ 
and claiming a membership of 163, 
the Fizdale setup does not propose 
to award its prize money on a basis 
of a general vote of the editors. 
The editors’ function, the Doyle 
statement last week made clear, is to 
| ‘nominate’ but not to ‘elect’ winners. 
| Fact that Philco itself is refusing 
to take responsibility for the awards 
or the methods of arriving at them 
has not made a good impression. It 
is pointed out by radio editors that 
the reputation and _ integrity of 
Philco would be an asset and its ab- 











sence is a fault in the whole un- 
dertaking. The trade would feel 
the utmost confidence if Philco did 


this thing in its own name, a 
ing all the credit or blame 

it to a dummy association or- 
ganized by a press agent who has 
been identified with exploitation set- 
ups is not inspiring an: confidence. 


sum- 
3ut to 


pass 


This Philco award is experiencing 
nothing but trouble in getting 
started in contradistinction to the 
new awards of the School of Jour- 
nalism at the University of Georgia, 
which has already acquired prestige 
and which is being eagerly antici- 
pated as a splendid thing for broad- 
casting. There have been many 
awards in radio history the 
highly respectable but now obsolete 
diction award of the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters. Simi- 


since 


liarly, Ohio State University’s ac- 
colade to educational programs 1S 
° t 4 7 
highly esteemed and has promptea 


several others. 


The Philco setup has been ad- 
versely commented upon because it 
has steadfastly involved the explol- 
tation of radio editors by a private 
press agent who makes } living 


by alleged ‘influence.’ A facade of 
|‘mportant names covers the tracks 
of a self-seeker. This, the trade be- 
|lieves, is a considerable handicap 
The trade sympathizes with Dinty 
Doyle, who is popular, 
but wonders about that Waldorf-As- 
toria banquet, remembering the 
'eynical and poker-faced luncheons 
that a one-woman organization once 
held to present awards. 


personally 





| 
Elmer Andrews on WMCA Show 


| Elmer F. Andrews, former Fed- 
'eral Wages and Hours Administra- 
'tor, becomes a permanent member 
of the impartial board for the “Labor 
| gerbitration’ series over WMCA, New 
| York, starting next Tuesday (17). 
He will alternate as chairman of 
the broadcast weekly with Samuel 
R. Zack, director of the program. 


———- 


at 
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Radio Prepares Its Defenses 





In preparing for the contemplated break with the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publishers the networks find themselves 
faced with many ticklish possibilities as far as infringements are con- 
cerned and they are trying to anticipate any such contingency. Lists of 
taboos are being compiled by the networks’ musical divisions and 
copies of these will soon be distributed among not only the headquar- 


ters’ staffs but managed-owned and 
For one thing no medleys will be 


creeping into the bridgings and segues between numbers. 


affiliated stations. 
permitted for fear of infringements 
It will also 


be necessary for sustaining name bands and agency producers to sub- 
mit their musical lists 48 hours in advance from Monday through Fri- 
day and 72 hours in advance if the program is to be broadcast Mon- 


days. 
day seven days a week. 
Precautions are also being taken 


Columbia will keep its copy 


right department open 18 hours a 


with harmonica players, hillbillies 


and any other acts that make a practice of extemporizing, or play en- 


tirely by ear. 


CBS claims that it has worked out a solution for this 


sort of problem, but states that it is not ready to divulge it. 








Irving Caesar Says Songwriters 
Will Picket Radio With Pianos, 


Take Air Fight to the Masses 


| 
! 

As president of the Songwriters 
Protective Association Irving Caesar 
issued another broadside against the 
networks yesterday~ (Tuesday) for 
their threatened ‘boycott’ 
music and disclosed plans for a 
picketing campaign which the mem- 
bers of his organization would under- 
take after Jan. 1. Songwriting teams 
equipped with pianos will be driven 
around on trucks through the streets 
of such cities as New York, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Boston, 
Hollywood and Detroit, singing their 
own tunes and retailing their side of 
the fight with radio. Banners with 
legends on the subject will be strung 
across the sides of these trucks. 

In his statement Caesar also told of 
the SPA’s plans for an extended 
drive for membership in his organi- 
zation and declared that Broadcast 
Music, Inc., is unfair to songwriters. 
Among the reasons he cited was 
BMI failure to issue the same con- 
tract which SPA has with regular 
publishing firms, give writers a 
voice in the disposition and income 
from all the rights derived from 
their works and to consider the 
writer as a co-admfnhistrator of such 
rights during the life of a copyright. 


NBC Stimulates Rivalry 
Of Pacific Red, Blue 
In Attracting Mail 


Something of an innovation is the 
rivalry that NBC has undertaken to 
stimulate between stations on the 
Pacific red and outlets on the Pacific 
blue in the matter of mail-pulling. 
The mail return of Dr, Lyons’ serial, 
‘Orphans of Divorce,’ on the blue, has 
been outrunning that from the same 
account’s ‘Backstage Wife,’ on the 


and the network has asked the 





} 
rad 
req, 


blue stations on the Coast to get be- 
hind ‘Backstage Wife’s’ bid for box- 
tops, so that the red can overcome 


the blue’s lead. 
In its 


drive to build up advertiser 
confidence the blue in that region 
has co-operated with newspaper ads, 
store window display strips, etc. 


These efforts 
tionally well. 

One way that an affiliated station 
has of getting behind a drive for mail 
is to slip in occasional announce- 
ments or calling attention to the par- 
ticular network program. 


Loren Watson in Plaster 
Cast From Ice Fall 


Loren L. Watson, general man- 
ager of International Radio Sales, 
fractured his left leg while on his 
way to the Bronxville, N. Y., rail- 
road station from his home last 
Thursday morning (5). The mishap 
occurred on an icy sidewalk. 

The fracture had to be set twice. 
Plans to return to his office next 
week with plaster cast and all. 


have panned out excep- 
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of ASCAP | 


Washington, | 


BEER SHOWS MULTIPLY 





Hyde Park Using Three More Local | 


Talent Shows 





St. Louis, Dec. 10. 

Hyde Park Breweries Assn., has 
added three more programs to its list 
and these, originating in three local 
stations, will be fed to a 13 station 
‘web in Missouri and Illinois. The 
first, ‘This Is America,’ is aired Mon- 
days and consists of a quarter hour. 
Balance of the program, originating 
from KXOK, is music by Americans 
about America, 

The second, on KMOX, is tagged 
‘Hyde Park Serenade,’ 30 mins. of in- 
terrupted music by the Hollywood 
orchestra. The third, originating 
from WIL, is tagged ‘Friendly Bill,’ 
is a 30 min. session including hill- 
billy music and comment on old 
songs, etc. 

Stations outside of St. Louis carry- 
ing programs are WEBQ, Harrisburg, 
Ill.; WOS, Jefferson City, Mo.; WJPF, 
Herrin, Ill.; WTAX, Springfield, I1; 
WTAD, Quincy, Ill.; WSOY, Decatur, 
Ill.; KFRU, Columbia, Mo.;;-WDWS 
Champaign, I1l.: KDRO, Sedalia, Mo.: 


KFVS, Cape Girardeau, Mo.; and 
KWOC, Poplar Bluff, Mo. Addition- 
ally, KGBX, Springfield, Mo., carried 


«This Is America,’ and WDZ, Tuscola, 
Ill., carries ‘This Is America’ and 
‘Friendly Bill.’ 


SPONSORS’ RIGHTS VAGUE 





LMAOCHE STU 
AUB 


JAN. 1 PROBLEM 


Meantime FCC Implies Frank | | 
Hummert Is Not ‘Party of 
Interest’ In ASCAP Strug-! 
gle 








—_——_— 


JUST ONLOOKERS 








Ad agency field as a whole is still 
standing aloof the radio- 
ASCAP wrangle and so far has given 
no indication of doing anything that 
might be construed as a suggestion 
to the networks that perhaps the 


from 


eral attitude among the agencies is 
that even though they are doubtful 
about the comparative quality of 
the music that will be available to 
them after Dec. 31 they don’t pro- 
| pose to get themselves in a_ spot 
| where the networks later may 
| oaree them with forcing an expen- 





| sive peace and thereby justifying an 
increase in facility rates. 

| Chester LaRoche, president of 
Young & Rubicam, and whose net- 
work programs rate as among the 
top users of music, declared yester- 
day (Tuesday) that he had talked 
the situation over with his clients 
and that it had been agreed not to 
show any _ discrimination aginst 
ASCAP or any other catalogs avail- 
able: that they would go on playing 
whatever music was available to 
them up to the expiration of ASCAP 
contract; and that the problem now 
facirs* them was to get ready for a 
position when they can no ionger 
play ASCAP music. It is their in- 
tention also to observe as closely as 
possible the advance reaction of the 
public to the threatened elimination 
of ASCAP music from the networks. 


In the meantime, LaRoche said, his 


| 
| 
{ 


+ 
! 


im 


|away from 


Marks’ Desertion of ASCAP May 
Push Untested Publisher Status 


On Copyrights to Adjudication 





By BEN BODEC 


E. B. Marks’ 
ASCAP ranks 


desertion from the 
(see story in this 
week’s music section) may bring 
about the litigation of a principle 
that publishers have always shied 
testing in the courts. 
This is the question as to just which 
party, the publisher or the writer, } 
is the lawful owner of the copyright 
and as such is the party that should 
administer the small rights deriving 
from a catalog. 

Reason that 


the publishers have 


|always sought to avoid a showdown 


matter could be compromised. Gen- | 
| certainty 


| collaboration 





on this issue is due to their un- 
over the rights that law- 


fully become theirs, outside of the 


3 Ouit Fans tas New 


Office With Assorted 
Radio Service Ends 


Three members of the publicity 
staff of Earl Ferris walked out last 
week to join Robert 
Donald, Inc., which will handle pub- 
licity, transcriptions, radio program 
packages and other activities. Pat 
Colihan, Steve Leifert and Miss Pat 
Patricof are the waikees. They join 
with Dick Delisser, formerly with 
Lady Esther cosmetics, and Bob 
Durham, formerly with Benton & 
Bowles and more recently with the 
Livermore & Dillingham advertis- 


a new firm, 


|ing agency. 


lof which Walter Royal, 


have a working 
another just- | 
Radio House, 
a relative of 
and Martha 


setup will 
with 
starting organization, 


New 


NBC’s John Royal, 


| Roundtree are the guiding spirits in 


agency would likewise try to under- | 


stand the underlying issues of the | 
controversy and to find gut what the 
Broadcast Music library actually 


consists of. LaRoche pointed out that | 


he had had discussions with repre- 
sentatives of ASCAP 
Raymond Rubicam, 
Y&R board, 


and he 
chairman of the 
expected to meet with 


Edward Klauber, CBS executive 
v.p., and Niles Trammel, NBC prez, 
in that order during the current 


(Continued on page 31) 


and | 


| 


a group of five stockholders. 


TENNESSEE PAIR 
JOIN MUTUAL WEB 


WDEF, 
Net- 








WBIR, Knoxville, and 
Chattanooga, join the Mutual 
work as of Jan. 1. 

NBC is reported to have recently 
also put in a bid for the Knoxville 
outlet’s affiliation. 














| NEW YORK 
| 154 W. 46th St. 





HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


Joth 


of 


ARIETY 





Variety Office 





ANNIVERSARY NUMBER | 


To Be Published Late This Month 


| USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 


Special Exploitation Advantages © 


Reservations and Copy May Be Sent to Any 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s PL 











| established 


{publishing rights, when a writer as- 


signs a copyright to them. Some. 
copyright lawyers have held that if 
the law intended the publisher to 


| become the actual owner of a copy- 


right that ownership would extend 
into the renewal period and it would 
not be necessary for the publisher to 
look to the writer to do the renew- 
ing with the Register of Copyrights. 

These same legal quarters have 
contended that the publisher in con- 
testing this issue of actual owner- 
ship and administration has nothing 


to gain but everything to lose. As 
it is the publisher derives 50% of 


the income from performing rights, 
and since the chances of court vic- 
tory are nebulous, the publisher has 
preferred to maintain the entente of 
equal partnership in small rights as 
through the American 


Society of Composers, Authors and 


| Publishers and to let the question 


of his status on such rights remain a 
thing of mental speculation in his 
idle moments. 
Marks’ Position 

Marks’ disaffection threatens to 
kick over still another applecart. 
His deal with BMI is partly predi- 
cated on the thesis that the writer 
not entitled to performance in- 
come from any work he had copy- 
righted prior to his joining ASCAP. 
To this ASCAP makes the rejoinder 
that for 18 years as a member of 
ASCAP Marks himself had never™ 
raised a voice in protest against this 
practice and had readily permitted 
his writers to enjoy half the per- 
forming income of their works in his 
catalog regardless of the term of 
their membership in the Society. 
Writers, it is further argued by 
ASCAP, could be said to have been 
influenced in their future dealings 
with Marks by this consent to split 
£0-50 on all their works, and Marks 


is 


ity unilaterally rescinding this old 
|partnership has deprived himself of 


the benefits of the performing rights 
in their latter copyrights. 

In a statement issued by John G, 
Paine, ASCAP general manager, 
Monday (9) broadcasters were 
warned that all the works in the 
Marks catalog written by writere 
members of ASCAP are still under 
ASCAP’s control and that such may 
not be performed over the air with- 


cut an ASCAP license. It was ture 
ther pointed out by Paine that in 
the case of foreign writers in the 
Marks catalog their rights were 
vested.in ASCAP through the latter’s 
affiliation with these writers’ native 
performing rights societies. 

ASCAP also made the disclosure 
that there is in its files much cole 
lected data on the validity or in- 
validity of the copyrights in the 
Marks catalog that will help expedite 


the filing of any infringement suits 
it sees fit as unlicensed stations start 
using Marks numbers. 
Abeles’ Interpretation 

Julian T. Abeles, who arranged the 
E. B. Mark BMI deal, does not dis- 
pute that songwriters have certain 
proprietary rights in the monetary 
vie j from their nes but ¢ ntends 
that the writers are not ‘te ts in 
ct 10n’ the copyrisg yner 
(i, e. the n ic publisher). I for 
that reason that contracts must be 
renewed every five years, as has 


been trade custom. 

Tin Pan Alley argument from the 
songsmith stance is that BMI might 
have bought ‘a flock of lawsuits,’ and 
argues that if the writer did not 
literally and actually own the copy- 
right. why is it that the law speci- 
fies that renewal rights with 
the writer—and not her— 
after the expiration original 
28-year term? 

Attorney Abeles. of course 
that 10-to-15% of the 
catalog may be beclouded but the 
other 85-90%, he contends, is freé= 
and-clear for transference by Marks 
to BMI. To this, ASCAPites. re- 
buttal, then why did Marks pay the 
writers from ASCAP income over 
that period of years, if he weren’t 
obligated? 
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MUSIC DIVISION UNDER BELVISO NOW 


HEADACHE DEPARTMENT’ OF NBC 


Copyright Clearance Is the Technical Backstopping 





| 


of Network in Its Fight With ASCAP—Present 


Fight Throws Spotlight 


+ 


on Its ‘Non-ASCAP?’ Files : 


‘must naturally turn for expert tech- | 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 
Whatever may or may not be the 
prospects for 11th hour mediation in 
the music fight, the networks and 
the radio stations are acting as if 
ASCAP was out of their lives for- 
ever. At least this is the under- 
scored part of the orchestration 
‘dround NBC’s Music Division at 
Radio City these days. It is the 
clear connotation of the rows of 
files, segregated out of a total 
library of 500,000 titles, which are 
labelled ‘non-Ascap.’ 

Leaving to the music experts the 
quibbling over what's in those files } 
and whai it amounts to as ammuni- 
tion in a music fight, those ‘available | 
after Jan. 1’ labels tell the story of 
radio’s apparent willingness to have 
a complete break with ASCAP and 
its presumed confidence that the 
fight can be fought and won from 
the public domain and other sources. 
They are especially confident that 
the exhaustive, detailed research and 


careful checking of copyright and 
availability protects NBC from in- 
fringement litigation. This confi- 


dence has a precedent in the Warner 


D. of J. Holds Off 


Washington, Dec. 10. 

Indications are that the fight 
between radio and the American 
Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers’ will, unless 
there’s some form of voluntary 
mediation meanwhile, come to a 
showdown Jan. 1 without the 
U. S. department of Justice mak- 
ing any overt move. The de- 
partment doesn’t figure that it 
will complete the spadework it 
has been doing with regard to 
ASCAP, Broadcast Music, Inc.. 
the National Association of 
Broadcasters and the networks 
on monopoly and conspiracy to 
restrain trade angles until after 
the turn of the year. 

Intimations have been given 
that if a litigatory break does oc- 
cur it will be probably through 
the U. S. district attorney's office 
in New York, with the first step 
being the impaneling of a grand 
jury to listen to prospective in- 
dictment evidence. 





situation when, during the eight 
months divorce of the Warner group 
from ASCAP, the network’s meticu- 
lous, ever-alert detectors prevented 
those copyright infringements which 
so numerously trapped many local 








| 

| under any one title, some of them in, 

some of them out, of copyright. 
Sharp-Eyed, Alert 

That is why the rows of sharp- 





stations. 
Source of Confidence 

The network point of view toward 
ASCAP and toward music perform- 
ance is now being expressed with 
quantities of skepticism concerning 
the point that music is as mysterious, 
specialized or dependent upon 
ASCAP as tin pan alley represents 
it. Moreover, the networks believe 
that if they can chart radio circula- 
tion, can analyze ownership of sets, 
distribution of income and carry out 
other statistical research work of a 
highly technical nature, they are 
qualified to guide themselves through 
the fogs and bogs of copyright 
ownership. 

This present emphasis upon ‘mil- 
lions for defense, not one cent for 
tribute’ throws the spotlight of the 
moment squarely into the second 
fioor corner at Radio City where 
some 70-odd employes carry on the 
growing burdens of the NBC Music 
Division. The head 
is Thomas Belviso, 
with the network since 1930. He 
worked out the whole system, he 
guided the ship through the Warner 
shallows. His assistants are, each in 
their special realm, among that small 
circle of persons who are at home !n 
the mumbo-jumbo of titles, song- 
writers, arrangements, copyrighted 
fragments, public domain, tune simi- 
larities and so on. 


The sheer dimensions of the NBC 
music division take on significance 
“in terms of inspiring both NBC and 
NBC affiliates with confidence on 
the ASCAP matter. The division un- 
doubtedly has played its part in pro- 
ducins in many broadcasters a state 
of mind which prompts some of 
them, like 
clare ‘we've already won’ and to pro- 
fess to be disinterested in the blasts 
that the ASCAP strategists 


. line + 
senaing out. 


who has been 


keep 


Infringements 

As is true of all broadcasters, how- 
ever, NBC wants above all to protect 
itself against infringements, to lay 
off anything and everything concern- 
ing which there is any doubt. This 
thought is, just now, the keynote of 
the broadcasting industry’s defensive 
measures. The struggle in terms of 
applied tactics may be said to have 
two main points: 

1. Immediate avoidance of law- 
Suits based upon unwitting infringe- 
ment of ASCAP copyrights. 

2. Accumulative increase in the 
volume of compositions or arrange- 
ments of BMI, 

Just how many titles the ‘non- 
ASCAP’ files at NBC contain is not 
divulged. But statistics of the divi- 
sion’s activities indicate that recentlv 
about 100,000 items have been put 
through the machinery for checking 
every month. Belviso states that 
radio has existed musically in the 
past by playing and re-playing a 
catalog of some 25,000 active titles. 
The copyright status of any title may 
change, the number of arrangements 
or variations may be considerable 


of this section | 


Stanley Hubbard, to de- | 


}eyed, alert girls and men are inces- 
| santly keeping millions of cards, 
| cross-file indexes and other data up 
|to date. In little rooms off the main 
| workshop, groups of NBC musical 
| program advisors like Ernie Watson, 
|Gail Kubik and -Tom Bennett con- 
stantly bend an ear to manuscripts, 
| gathering around a piano leadsheet 
|to debate actual or suspected resem- 
| blances to copyrighted material. 
| Again the NBC Recording Division 
brings in its transcriptions, especially 
| medleys, for hints of things to avoid. 

Under Belviso are, among others, 
eight staff arrangers, eight copyists, 
|four music rights officers. The super- 
| vision of 38 Steinway concert pianos, 
|nine studio organs, two Hammonds 
is one routine responsibility. The 
composition of new theme songs for 
commercials has been one recent ac- 
tivity that’s been slightivy increased 
due to the ASCAP situation. The 
division, which is under the NBC 
| program department concerns itself 
with everything musical. It has 
|charge of the valuable books of the 
|symphony itself. It provides original 
| musical background and bridges for 


| various NBC sustaining series such as | 


|‘Bishop and the Gargoyle,’ ‘Great 
| Plays,’ ‘Behind the Mike,’ ‘The World 
lis Yours’ and ‘Star Spangled Thea; 
tre.’ 

Television rights, international 
copyright, the special circumstances 
prevailing for certain delayed trans- 
missions, the constant knowledge of 
restrictions and litigation that alter 
previous status must all be borne in 
mind by Belviso and company. The 
; division operates nationally and does 
|the musical thinking for not only the 
network, its short wave, 
and other divisions, but for all the 
owned and operated stations. It is 
not responsible for, but upon appli- 
cation will the answers to, 
| the affiliates 
Belviso’s Versatility 

Belviso spent nine years 
| Paramount-Publix theatres 
| before coming to NBC. 





provide 


with 
before 
He began 


we ? 


musically while at Yale by organiz- 
ing a student military band during 
the last war. As both a musician and 


of person to whom 


| nical backing of its quarrel with, and | 


ASCAP. In 
neither the 


the 
time 


separation from, 
meantime he has 


conducting or composing of his own, 
but one very considerable assembly 


repository. 
This division is, in its way, a dupli- 


self, but with the exact 
motivation behind its busy 
Whereas ASCAP organizes data for 
the purposes of collections, NBC now 
organizes data for the 
avoiding these ASCAP collections. 
The magnitude of the job, and the 
dangers, are fully 
Belviso even though it 
certain that every 
understands, 


may not be 
broadcaster so 


Belviso is responsible for the esti- 
mate that this world contains ap- 
proximately 16,000,000 musical items, 
that grand total including everything 
from Roumanian gallops for the 
Pipes of Pan to the gutbucket jive of 
John Hammond's proteges. Belviso 
also went to the Library of Congress 
to find out the statistics on American 
copyrights. A breakdown of pub- 
|lished and unpublished manuscripts 
'on file with Uncle Sam appears in 
the adjoining column. Some 800,000 
titles are registered in the U. S. A. 





recording | 


Some of the aides of 


'Belviso are: 


principal 
Sylva Fardel, Administrative As- 
| sistant; William Paisley, Director of 
| Music Library; Richard Bannier, 
| Music Rights; James W. Bixler, Jr., 
| Program Supervisor; Norman Clou- 
tier, William Marshall, Wallace 
o Musical Program Advisors, 


Meantime, as a sparkplug and a| 


| backstop, the NBC music division 
| carries a slightly frightening respon- 
| sibility. It is well named ‘The Head- 
ache Department.’ 


‘No Settlement’ 
Miller Tells 





Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 
Miller, 





Neville 
| National Association of Broadcasters, 
yesterday (Mon.) told a_ district 


president of the 


N.A.B. meeting that there was no in- | 
| tention on the part of broadcasters | 


to effect a settlement with the 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 


'thors and Publishers. Miller and | 
representatives of BMI outlined the | 
plan of campaign to eradicate | 


ASCAP music from the air and sub- 
stitute the broadcasters’ own tunes. 
} An official of the Lang-Worth li- 
| brary enumerated the number of 
tunes available to stations from that 


source. The consensus of the broad- 
casters attending the huddle was 
that ‘ASCAP was on the run’. 


An added note of encouragemen 
| was sounded when it was announced 
at the meeting that Broadcast Music. 
Inc., had purchased the huge cata- 


logue of the Edward B. Marks Music | 


Corporation. 





NA.B.Di rectors De ba 
Policy to Follow in ASCAP Fight 





1 business executive he is the type | 
broadcasting | 
nor the mental freedom to do any | 


of steel containers is an all-Belviso | 


cate of the file rooms of ASCAP it- | 
opposite | 
bees, | 


purpose of | 


appreciated by | 


Philly NAB. 


te What Publicit 


Registered Copyrights in U.S, 








(Jan. 1, 1909, to Dec. 31, 1936) 


Year. Published.* Unpublished, Total. Renewals 

errr eae. ee Sises 12,561 

, ere .. 9,449 237 9.686 * 87 
eer sacha ee 1,366 27,204 667 

Doe Oe .. 29,113 1,465 30,578 546 
| cS . 25,729 932 26,661 658 
| RRS . 25,894 1,395 27,289 586 

ae . 24,720 1.532 26,252 624 

Re cee 18,684 2,382 21,086 686 

| pera . 16,315 3,658 19,973 877 

RR .. 15,612 5,376 20,953 920 

DE ahwvinsecdaess .. 18,438 6,362 24,800 1,031 

a a secabae . 19,333 7,959 27,292 857 
| SSR: .. 622,849 8,765 31,614 1,005 
| RR i as . 21,459 7,472 28,931 1,244 
REISE EE . 20,084 7,104 27,188 1,447 

beers ++ 18,133 7,339 25,472 1,769 
| 1986... csseereeses .. 18,639 8,270 26,909 1,658 
i ROR ie . 18,407 7,746 26,153 2.235 
Ri a di . 15,829 8,816 24,645 2.483 

MARR aeTS . 18,425 8,022 26,447 3.185 
NRE ee eee . 18,487 8,895 27,382 3,100 

Ohi ne ea i 16,778 12,642 29,420 3,654 

— RCRRTRRR REN . 17,272 16,148 33,420 4,236 

Tae . 14311 16,596 30,907 3,453 

BD aii aie le . 12,411 15,992 28,403 3,827 

CC eee . 11,196 14,796 25,992 3,958 
Ree we 292,219 16,640 27,853 5,047 

RENEE eS . 11,490 18,192 29,682 4,933 

| ES oP ». 12,317 21,587 33,904 5,849 

Totals.....ce00... 508,425 237,686 758,672 60,682 


* Includes an indeterminate number of published musical compositions 


+ Not recorded separately. 


also registered as unpublished under Section 11 of the Copyright Act, 
as well as new arrangements of copyrighted works. 





COLUMBIA ALL SET 


|'Expect Web to Intro Subs Before | 
Jan. 1 Deadline 








Columbia, it is understood, will in- 
troduce its new schedule of late 
levening non-ASCAP programs at 
least a week before the end of the} 
current month, when the network’s | 
licensing contract with ASCAP ex- | 
|pires. These are the shows that are | 
|to go over the network in place of | 
| dance orchestras between 11 p.m. and | 
| midnight. 
| CBS’ program department has 
been lining up writing and mike tal- 
ent for this series during the past 
six weeks. 








| 

| KYW 100% Non-ASCAP 
Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 

| Beginning next Monday (16) all 
ASCAP music will be barred from 
| KYW, NBC-Red outlet here, accord- 
|ing to an order issued yesterday (9) 
by James P. Begley, program man- 
ger, 

Since Dec. 1 all music on sustain- 
ing shows and 50% of commercials 
has been non-ASCAP. 


ey) 





} KDYL Man’s New Themer 
| Salt Lake City, Dec. 10. 
| ‘By* Woodbury, musical director of 
KDYL, faced with the loss of his 
ASCAP theme song, ‘By the By,’ has 
written a new theme, ‘By, By, Little 
| Dream.’ New theme song has been 
accepted for publication by Broad- 
cast Music, Inc. 

Lyrics were furnished by Don Mc- 
Ray. 





KFRO’s Precautions 
Longview, Texas, Dec. 10. 

In an effort to acquaint all artists 
appearing on local programs of 
|} KFRO with ASCAP situation, station 
is issuing instruction sheets on the 
playing of music and laying out of 
program lists. 

Each artist is given a list of the 
most popular public domain music 
and the latest release of Broadcast 
Music. A similar list is being made 
up of most popular music in the 
SESAC catalog. 


| Harry Stone and Winston Dustin, 
| of WSM, Nashville, in New York. 





| 








Board of directors of the National 
| Association of Broadcasters, meeting 
in New York last week, spent prac- 
tically all of its two-day session 
|trying to decide on whether the 
| 

| broadcasters ought to take a public 
| position on their controversy with 
| the American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers or what this 
| public relations position should be. 
|The meeting wound up with the 
| group agreeing to the issuance of a 
statement to the press expressing 


i 


| ‘satisfaction with the progress be- 
|ing made in the industry’s fight 
; against the demand of the music 
| monopoly that it be allowed to levy 
| tribute on all radio programs, in- 

cluding those which du not use any 
| music whatsoever.’ 

This statement also declared that 
| the ‘board drew 
|fact that this fight was begun only 
| after the broadcasters had struggled 
| vainly for years to induce the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
| and Publishers to cease taxing such 





attention to the/| 


non-musical- programs and also to 
consent to some form of payment 
which would enable broadcasters to 
use music not controlled by the mo- 
nopoly without paying a double tax 
for doing so.’ 

Before debating the question as to 
| the position it was necessary for the 
broadcasters to take toward the pub- 
lic on the ASCAP issue, the board 
heard a detailed report on what} 
‘Broadcast Music, Inc., has done so 

far in providing the industry with 
,;a substitute repertoire. 








Journal Chides 
Nick Kenny's 
Fascist Ring 





Milwaukee, Dec. 10. 

That the battle between the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers and Broadcast Music, 
Inc., is by no means confined to New 
York City, but is being waged vig- 
orously in the hinterlands is evi- 
dent from an article written by Ed- 


'gar A. Thompson, radio editor of 
The Milwaukee Journal, who takes 


Nick Kenny to task for his attack in 
the New York Mirror on BMI for 
offering the music of Ricordi, which 
publishes and holds rights on many 
Italian operas. 

‘Mr. Kenny’s item has a Fascist 
ring.’ writes Thompson, ‘for he 
would ban the music of Italian and 
German composers from the United 
States, even as Hitler has banned 
music by Mendelssohn, Meyerbeer, 
Offenbach and others. But that isn’t 
all! 

‘If Mr. Kenny wants to ban Ger- 
man and Italian music from the 
United States he should not only 
attack BMI—but his own ASCAP! If 
he would check the ASCAP catalog 


he’d find that his society has an 
agreement with the one in Italy— 
SIAE—and the one in Germany— 
STAGMA! And, as for the dictators 


bossing contracts, Mr. Kenny ought 
ito know that STAGMA'’s address is 
7911 Adolph Hitler Plaza. 

‘Of course, the whole thing 1s 
stupidly ridiculous! Music is an in- 
ternational language and, war or no 
war abroad, there is no reason why 
American listeners should be de- 
prived of the .classics written by 
German, Italian or any other for- 
eign composers! Mr. Kenny's low 
blow undoubtedly will boomerang. 


WEMD, Frederick, Md., 
And ASCAP Toss a Feed 
Frederick, Md., Dec. 10. 
WFMD and the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers will celebrate the signaturing of 
a new licensing contract by becom- 
ing joint hosts at a dinner and spe- 
cial broadcast in the ballroom of the 
Francis Scott Key hotel tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 
Several radio personalities are ex- 
pected to come from New York and 
take part in both events. 





FLAMM WORKS AGAIN 
Donald Flamm, retiring owner- 
president of WMCA, New York, will 
interview Ralph Ingersoll, editor of 
PM, on the station tonight (Wednes- 
day) at 9:45. Subject will be In- 

gersoll’s recent trip to England. 
Flamm hasn’t had a regular spot 
on the air since 1925, when he was 


‘drama critic for WMCA. 
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WEBS’ ASCAP ARITHMETIC 





——_ 


Revised If Audit of Fees 





How New ASCAP Scale of Terms Would Have 


Applied to Broadcasters If It Were in Force in ’39 





(All calculations based on actual FCC and ASCAP data) 


Advertising fee . 
Sustaining fee . 


Group 2 Stations (grossing $50,000-$150,000): 


Advertising fee . 
Sustaining fee ... 


Group 3 Stations (grossing over $150,000): 


Advertising fee 
Sustaining fee 


Add for Mutual Broadcasting System.. 


Total Station Payments .. 
NBC-CBS Payments (712%) 


Grand Total: Networks and Stations. $4,142,000 


* Breakdowns of ASCAP 1939 fees are estimates; the total of the estimates, 


however, is an exact figure. 





** Based on the assumption that all 705 stations had ASCAP 
recouped sustaining fees are not subtracted. 


_— 


Lou Silvers Bizarre Predicament 


, 
$280,000* $230,000 
ney 60,000* 4,000 
$800,000* $588,000 
210,000* 158,000 
. $2,200,000* $1,837,000 
592,000* 592, 000* 
$4,142,000 $3,409,000** 
mane 100,000 | 
. $4,142,000 $3,509,000 
None $3,825,000 
7,334,000 


System Payments 
Group 1 Stations (grossing up to $50,000): 


Proposed New 
System Payments 
(705 Stations) 


? 
Actual Old 


= 4 








contracts; 


Has to Pay Non-ASCAP Arranger Although He’s a 
Non-Collecting Member of Society 


10. 


Lou Silvers, conductor and com- 
poser of music for the Lux radio 
hour, finds himself in a unique spot 
as a member of the American So- 
tiety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers affected by the fight with the 
broadcasters. Although his inci- 
dental music for the dramatic pro- 
gram is doubly copyrighted . and 
therefore removed from the cate- 
gory of public performance, he is 
forced to discontinue that phase of 
his dual capacity and pay a non- 
ASCAP writer out of his own pocket 
to score the show. Silvers insists 
such a penalty is unfair as he has 
never been compensated by the So- 
ciety for such music and takes the 
stand that he is being made to pay 
for something he has never been paid 
for, 

Situation was calied to the atten- 
tion of Herman Greenberg, assistant 
general manager of ASCAP and 
‘trouble shooter’ for the Society, here 
for a couple of days on a tour of ‘en- 
lightenment’ and confabs with sym- 
pathetic station owners. He also set 
down the procedure at a meeting 
with Richard Powers, western 
rep of ASCAP, to be followed after 


Hollywood, Dec. 


Dec. 31 in that district. Greenberg 
could offer no encouragement to 
Silvers, contending that inasmuch as 


the rights of all his creations have 


been assigned to the Society there 
could be no alternative but to hold 
him accountable to the organization’s 
policy. Silvers’ compositions of 
background, bridge, atmosphere and 
motif music for the soap show are 
also copyrighted by Lever Bros., to 
which he is under exclusive con- 


tract. 

Silvers’ D rating with ASCAP also 
was discussed, the writer-conductor 
claimi that his scoring of pictures 
for several years also had gone un- 
rewarded by the Society. He com- 
posed the music score for the first 
talking picture, ‘The Jazz Singer,’ 
and he had been 


neo 
baby 


Greenberg said that was a matter 


;his incidental music than as a mere 


Wm. Krieger of Croot 


identified with ma- | 
Jor studio musicals up to a year ago. | 


for the writers’ committee of ASCAP | 


to adjudicate. 


Silvers threatens to make 
of his predicament if he is 


an issue 
stripped 


of all duties on the Lux show except | 


conducting. He insists that the S 

ciety either take due recognition of 
his Lux compositions as contribu- 
tions to the ASCAP library or make 


S 


iS 


wo- | 


an exception in his case and classify | 


the work as not available to licensees 
for public performance. J. 
Thompson agency, which employs 
Silvers for the sponsor, says that he 


'S more important to the program for 


Walter | 


stick waver. 


Greenberg shoved off for Dallas 
last Saturday (7) and therc awaits 
orders from New York for the re- 


mainder of his itinerary before re- 
turning home. 
| 





Agency Is Prepared 
For BMI Contingency 


| sible to 
; dustry struggle purely on the basis 


MU 


it 
NLD WORK QUT 


‘If’ Audit (Applied to 1939) 
Made in April, 1940, by 
‘Variety’ Proves to Have 
Been Off Only $20Q000 
on Basis of Recapitulation 


by Same Method 














OFFICIAL DATA 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


On April 3, 1940 VaRIETY made an 
audit of the differences in ASCAP 
payments under the current contract 
as against the proposed new con- 
t ct. The year 1939 was used as the 
base of comparison, although VARIETY 
at that time had neither FCC reve- 
nue figures, nor an exact ASCAP 
contract. The whole audit was 
worked out by mathematical pro- 
jection—and with great good luck. 


+ 





CBS’ Elaborate Precautions 


Anticipating possible tangle with 
lege bands during broadcast of the 
CBS has sent a crew of technicians 
Husing’s booth. 


Miami, Dec. 10. 
ASCAP over music played by col- 
Orange Bowl game on January 1, 
here to completely soundproof Ted 


Only music which will be aired during the game will be played by a 
yet to be selected band, whose numbers will be okayed in advance. 
Although this will mean barring some 40 bands, net feels it is only way 


to avoid having any unlicensed 
description. 


ASCAP airs leak into Husing’s 








Radio and Phonograph Ruins Music, 


For now that it is possible to re-work | 


the audit with actual figures, it de- 
velops that Variety’s April estimate 


was off only $200,000 in a figure 
running upward of $7,000,000. At 


any rate, in adjoining columns the 


new and improved audit is pre- 
sented, 
It will be seen that if the new 


ASCAP contract had been in effect 
during 1939, the 705 U. S. radio sta- 
tions would have paid around $650,- 
000 iess than they actually did pay. 
On the other hand, NBC and CBS 
(which paid nothing at all) would 
have taken it on the chin for $3,825,- 
000. Meanwhile, ASCAP would have 
been able to deposit at least $3,000,- 
000 more into the lap of its members, 
as against what actually was raked 
in, 

On the 
joining 


basis of the audit in ad- 
columns, it becomes pos- 
view the whole ASCAP-in- 
view 


2 
a 


of economics. Such 
sarily excludes psychological fires 
smouldering deep in the contestants’ 
innards, but using a purely black- 
and-white visualization, the follow- 


neces- 


ling picture results: 


William Krieger, of the Samuel C. 


Croot agency, declared yesterday | 


(Tuesday) that the interpretation 
which had been given in the trade 
of the cancellation of two stations 


in the Thorens harmonica campaign 


was totally without foundation. 
Move had nothing to do with the 
threatened break between ASCAP 


and the radio industry, and the re- 
ported circumstance that the agency 
had _ transcriptions with ASCAP 
numbers which might seriously af- 
fect the campaign. 

Krieger stated that the agency had 
anticipated the music impasse by hav- 


ing both ASCAP and BMI records 
made and that it was in a position 
to carry on. with stations holding 
ASCAP licenses after Jan. 1 or 
otherwise. He explained that the 
station list on the account was being 
revised merely for merchandising 


and bigger power reasons and that 
the reduction of the number of 


pro- 


grams aired per week was being de- 
termined by the same cause 

Lee Kirby, veteran WBT Chai 
lotte announcer is seriously ill in a 
local hospital. Kirby entered hos- 


pital this week after suffering stom- 
ach hemmorhage and condition has 
failed to improve. 


Economic Picture 

1. The ASCAP proposed contract 
would sock the networks very hard. 
In 1939, for instance, NBC and CBS 
would have added almost $4,000,000 
to operating expenses’ already 
amounting to nearly $28,000,000 (in 
cluding technical, program, sales 
promotion, and general administra- 


tive layouts). SCAP’s_ contract 
calls for payment of 74%% by the 
networks on their gross. business, 
with agency commissions and fre- 


quency discounts allowed as deduc- 

tions. 
Under 

contract, 


(current) ASCAP 
themselves 


old 
networks 
th 


ii 


the 
the 
paid nothing on eir ch 
though ati 


were taxed 5% 


C all 
tations on the hookups 


of what the networks 


S 


reimbursed them for carrying suc 
cha fare. In short, the only tax- 
able chain money was that wl 
found its Way into the 

tation’s coffers. And even here 
argues ASCAP, some revenue e\ 
rated, inasmuch as the networks d 
1and a certain amount of gratis time 
from tations in return for 
services. This gratis time (about 
200 hours annually) is then filled 
with network commercial fare, on 


which neither the station nor ASCAP 
derive revenue. That, at least, i 


(From FCC Document No. 42835) 


Declares Sir 


Montreal, Dec. 10. , 

Sir Thomas Beecham, British com- | 
poser and orchestra leader, here last | 
week to address the People’s Forum | 


and the Canadian Club, remarked in 
passing that music is dying and that 
it’s being murdered by radio and 
gramophone; that the English lan- 
guage is being undermined by that | 
awful thing called the American cin- | 
ema; that nothing has shaken the | 
prestige of the white people among | 
the yellow and colored races in the 
Far East, the Near East or India as 





Hence, under the new contract the 


individual stations will pay nothing | 


on network business, and the net- 
works are to pay everything. 

2. The big stations—those getting 
better than $150,000 in revenue— 
would derive some kind of saving 
under the new contract. But since | 
the networks own some of these sta- | 
tions, they are less interested in this 
saving than they are in their own in- 
creased costs. Only 22% of U. Ss. | 
stations earn over $150,000 annually. 


9 


But these 22% control 70% of sta- 
tion revenue, ASCAP’s proposed | 
new contract for this group calls 


for a 5% payment on the gross, less 
agency and frequency commissions, 
less payments by networks. The sus- 
taining fee remains unchanged, al- | 
though much of it -an be recouped. | 


3. The medium-sized stations— 
fhose grossing between $50,000 and 
$150,000—would also get a saving. 
Numerically, around 29% of U. S. 
stations faH into this category. They 
control 2042% of total station reve- 
nue. ASCAP’s new contract prom- 
ises them a 25% reduction in sus- 
taining fee, and a 4% license fee as 

inst the current 5% dunning. In 

computing their gross, they may 
ubtract agency and frequency dis- 
counts, plus payments by networks. 
There is also a provision for recoup- 
ig of the sustaining fees. 

4. The little stations—grossing 
under $50,000—likewise are promised 
smaller payments under the new 
contract. Numerically, the little sta- 
tions are in the vast majority, since | 
some 49% of all U. S. stations fall 
into this class. However, they only 


ada 
aga 
n 


li 


lo 914% of all station business. 
ASCAP has promised them that 
their license fee will come down 
to 3% from the current 5%. Agency 


and frequency discounts are deducti- 
ble, as are network payments. Ad- | 

tionally, the sustaining fee is en- | 
tirely wiped out, save for a token 


aayment of $12 annually. 
In order that all interested parties 


thematic 


n continue the ma al calis 
thenics where VARIETY leaves off, an 
idditional table (from FCC records) 
is appended as base material. This 
table has been properly adjusted for 
the purpose at hand after consulta- 


the picture painted by ASCAP. tion with the FCC Accounting Dept. | 


asic Station and Network Revenue Data 


No. Natl. Spot Local Revenue From Deductable 
Stations Revenue Revenue Networks Commissions 
Grossing under $50.000 343 $831,578 $7,027,631 $172,783 $140,958 
Grossing $50-$150,000 208 3,928,654 11,931,899 2,122,25 1,164,739 
Grossing over $150,000 154 25,711,821 17,856,244 21,075,527 6,821,758 
BUGAE “5540 OC a5 eS Cees Chee ee Or ee : 705 $ 30,472,053 $36,815,774 $23,370,569 $8,127,455 
Sale of network time to advertisers $62.621,689 
De table « nmissions 9 277,959 
(Note: All FCC data is “net” data in the sense that frequency discounts have already been substracted.) 


;neglect of English 


| license 


Thomas Beecham 


much as the American motion pic- 
ture. 

Beecham warned the Canadian 
Club that the English language would 
deteriorate quickly because of the 
drama, though 
conceding that the living theatre was 
dead and buried in all the British 
Dominions. He pointed out that the 
drama was one of the greatest con- 
tributions to culture and civilization 
in thousands of years, and that while 
this great art was now being neglect- 
ed, the vulgar ‘awful substitute’ for 
art, the motion picture, was the only 
thing that ‘you and your children’ 
have to see or listen to. 


Mechanicals 
On the _ subject of musie_ Si) 
Thomas’ contented himself with 


blasting business and overmechani- 
zation for killing art. Beecham said 
that there is not one creative musi- 
cian nor One first-class bass or bari- 
tone alive today. He allowed there™ 
rnight be a soprano or a tenor with 
some justification for living. 
Contemporary composers and per- 
formers were compared unfavorably 
with those of 40 or 50 years ago. But 
Beecham said there are still a few 
fine instrumental players today. He 
added that orchestral playing, which 
had advanced in the past 40 years, is 


;now at its peak and beginning to de- 


cline. The same, he believed, was 
true of choral singing. He found that 
good voices are scarcer and that 
training of voices is no longer as 
good as it might be. 





La Roche 


Continued from page 29 





week. The meeting with Klauber 
will be at lunch either today or to- 
morrow (Thursday). Thera meet- 
ings are all in quest of enlighten- 
ment, 

Producers of commercials now 
have until Dec. 23 to submit the 
manuscripts of theme songs which 


are to take the place of ASCAP mel- 
odies after Dec. 31. The deadline 
had been Dec. 15. 


NBC and Columbia have rejected 


many new themers because they 
sound too much like those being 
abandoned, even though the source 


of most of them has been a melody 
in the public domain. 


FCC Won't Intercede 
Washington, Dec. 9 
The Federal Communications Com- 
mission wants no part of the pres- 
ent performing right controversy 
and Saturday (7) declined to ste; 
into the ring as third man for the 
bout between broadcasters and 


American Society of Composers, Au- 


thors and Publishers. Regulators 
took a powder when Frank Hum- 
mert (Blackett - Sample - Hummert) 


tried to get them to bring about a 
settlement of the controversy over 
terms. Chairman James L. 
Fly declined to interest himself be- 
‘ause neither of the participants has 
asked the Commish to use its good 
offices to produce an armistice. 
‘The existing controver between 
ASCAP and the radi in- 
dustry has not been presented to the 
Commission by any of the interested 
parties and consequently no POSIT OQ as 


SV 


»broadcast 


has been taken in that regard. It 
is accordingly suggested that any 
proposal for mediation should be 


made to the parties in 
responded, adding th 


s+} : he fay) 
thoughtful 


nterest,’ Fly 
e idea receive 
7 


consideration, 
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But, Joe- 


What makes you so swe NBC RED 
is the Jest network buyr 





I’, 
here now... 





— 


vm) 


De the catice UN at wight 


WOE RED is Matened & 


AL.1% 


“T. W., for years I’ve been telling you that be- 
cause NBC RED has the best programs... the best 
stations...1t offers us the biggest audience of any ad- 
vertising medium. Well, now I can prove it! I've gust 
been checking the first all-county census of radio lis- 


tening habits to stations and networks, ever taken over 


this whole country. NBC’s RED Network 


man 1s 





Smash-Hit Programs 
Clear Reception 


..Give NBC Red 


41.7% Preference 


NEW YORK, N. Y.—Latest refrain 
among advertisers, and through offices 
of their agencies, too, is: ‘Have you seen 
the results of the first All-County Census 
of network listening habits evermade?”’ 


First Nation-wide Survey 
This Census recently completed by 
NBC constitutes an unparalleled job in 
radio research. Never before has every 
county, in every state, been surveyed. 
NBC sent out 1,425,000 questionnaires 
...but for simplicity’s sake, asked only 
What stations do 
What one 


station do you listen to most? 


two questions: (1) 


you listen to regularly? (2) 


Sweeping Victory for RED 
To avoid any claim of prejudice, NBC 
had the replies sent to C. E. Hooper, 


166,000 families 


(one out of every 168) 


Ine., for tabulation. 
sent in more 
than 1,000,000 station eall-letter votes. 

tesults brought out some surprising 
figures. (1) Over the entire country, 
89.1% of the listening families tune 
regularly to NBC RED during the eve- 
ning; 74.7°% during the daytime. (2) 
The network most people listen to most 
is NBC RED... 
41.7% over any other network. 


. with a preference of 


Such a preference will not astonish the 
person who realizes there are only two 
reasons why listeners choose any given 
station. The first lies in the programs 
they get. The second in the clarity with 
which that station comes in on their set. 
Neither factor, alone, is ever sufficient. 
But both together create an appeal that 
becomes irresistible in any section. 


RED Better than Ever Today 


NBC RED, from the very start of radio, 
has been known, as the net work with the 
world’s greatest parade of guest stars 
and talent. Today, their “parade” is 
bigger than ever. And the millions who 
tune in find NBC RED comes in clear- 
voiced and full-throated...thanks to 
strategic stations... expertly built for 
dependable performance. 

Radio time-buyers have long been 
saying that with such five-star programs 
NBC RED was 


neiwork preference.” 


and station facilities, 
bound to hold the * 
Now NBC’s All-County Census figures 
prove NBC RED the most deeply en- 
trenched in the listening habits of Amer- 


ica’s 28.000.000 radio families. 





KYW GOES 
Flash! KYW... RED 
Station in Philadelphia . 


20,000 
NETWORK 

enters the 
big-time advertising arena in January 
as a 50,000 watt station! Former 
strength was 10,000 watts. KYW serves 
nearly 10,000,000 listeners in and around 
the nation’s third largest market. 











WEAF’s New Giant-Size 
Voeal Chords Startle 
Metropolis 


New Signal on NBC RED’s 

Key Station Wakes City with 

Voice Two to Ten Times as 
Strong 


ON THE MORNING of November 
Sth, numerous astonished metropolitan 
families—many of whom leave their 
radios tuned at night, ready to catch 
the early-morning broadcasts— woke 
with a start to hear a giant-size voice 
booming through their apartments. 
These families had not known that, 
during the night, WEAF’s 


changed” .. 


“voice had 
. become twice as strong in 
Brooklyn ... four times as strong in 
Queens . . . fen times as strong in the 
heart of Manhattan and throughout 
Northern New Jersey. 

Naturally, they were amazed. That 
morning, and practically every day 
since, NBC has heard constant de- 
lighted comments from radio fans, tired 
of struggling with static, that WEAF 
now comes in so clear and strong it 


NBC RED NETWORK 


The Network Most People Listen to Most 


fairly knocks people out of their chairs 
stronger than any metropolitan 
station. 

Typical-of NBC's science and service 
is the research that went into this pow- 
erful improvement. 

First—the distance between the 
WEAF transmitter site and the center 
of New York City has been cut almost 
in half. 

Second WEAF ’s new signal is NOW 
conducted in over the ‘“‘salt water way” 
of Long Island Sound... and salt water 
is acknowledged. the finest conductor 
for radio signals in the world. 

Third 


provement developed by RCA and 


everv latest technical 1m- 


NBC engineers has been incorporated 
in WEAF’s new equipment, giving this 
50,000-watt, Class 1A, clear-channel 
station an efficiency... and a reception- 
appeal... unparalleled in radio history. 

Again, NBC RED gives to all adver- 
tisers the clearest, most vital, most 
forceful voice for telling the public their 
sales story. 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 











e 
q 





a 


Wednesday, December 11, 1940 VARIETY 

















ayer aavun ‘ 
a0AVAM 








“Well, Joe... why get excited about another survey? What's 
s0 unusual about this oner” 





“Okay, what were the results? Maybe this census does really 
prove something about relative network values.” 


F YOU HAVEN’T 
SEEN THE RESULTS 
OF THE NBC ALIL- 
COUNTY CENSUS 
OF NETWORK LIS- 
rTENING HABITS— 


YOU'RE NOT UP- 
TO-DATE ONRADIO 
VALUES! 





“41.7%! Did I 


( 
if you’d been right, from the start! I want to study that survey 
” 


gct that figure right, Joe? Say... it sounds as 


< 


carefully... 











awe casmeiees 





rr ad 


“T.W., this is the first all-county survey ever made! NBC 
sent 1,425,000 questionnaires... to every county, in every 
state. They asked two questions: What stations do you listen 
to regularly? ... What one station do you listen to most? 


Results were tabulated by Hooper.” 














Y ad 
ot 

sich 
“You're right! This census proved that NBC RED 1s tuned 
in regularly by 89.1% of all listening families during the 
evening... by 74.7% during the day. What's even more im- 
portant...it proved that NBC RED 1s the network listened 
to most by 41.7% more U.S. radio families than any other 
network.” 


“NBC's man is on his way now, to see you. Look over the 
figures, T. WW. When you see them, you'll have to admit that 


NBC RED ts th. } i 


Ie | " 
Orr MOSt peahle she i ty most 
‘ 
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ew 50,000 Watters May Be Pushed 
Out of Price Range of Own Local 
Advertisers, An Economic Oddity 








Tendency of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to grant 


50,000-watt permits to stations which 
exclusively serve their own towns 
has caused advertising men to raise 
a pertinent question. It is not 
prompted by curiosity and not be- 
cause they have any personal axes 
to grind. Point they raise is whether 
circumstances created by top power 
boosts in such cases won't result 
in the freezing out of local adver- 
tisers from radio in that particular 
community. 

If a station owner is to operate 
at 50.000 watts he must out of ne- 
cessity obtain a rate commensurate 
with the increase in overhead that 
the boost has entailed. When the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


7% 
A 


said station operated at 5,000 watts | 


it served as an economic buy for 
the local advertiser, but when the 
rate is jacked up to meet the new 
expense the local advertiser may find 
that he cannot afford to compete 
with the time buying power of na- 
tional advertiser. If there is but 
one station in the community and 


> 


that outlet is a 50-kilowatter, the | 
transmitter will ‘naturally become 
an important medium for the na- 


tional and regional advertiser. Even 
though the station's rate card grants 
it a preferential rate, local enter- 
prise may find that this rate, though 
reasonasle for the power available, 
is too expensive for the require- 
ments, which are strictly local. 

Source raising the question realizes 
that the FCC’s chief concern ih see- 
ing that every community in the 
country no matter how small is 
amply serviced, but at the same time 
it wonders whether the trend in 
such instances isn’t contrary to the 
American principle of free and open 
competition. 


"ED LONGSTRETH NEW 





Experts Decline to Predict Next 


COLGATE RADIO HEAD 





Edward Longstreth becomes direc- 
tor of radio of Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet, a new job. Sponsor now has 
nine network prégrams. He’s under 
advertising director Hugh McKay. 

Longstreth is primarily a writer. 
Dates back in radio to the old Eno 
Crime Club series. 


Railroad Showmanship 


Nashville, Dec. 10. 

Louisville and Nashville railroad 
has bought a 15-minute program on 
WSM to advertise the arrival of the 
Dixie Flager, first Chicago to Miami 
streamlined train, in Nashville, on 
Dec. 17. 

Jack Harris and Trudy Brown will 
board train at Evansville and ride 
to Nashville. 


Network Premieres 


Friday, Dec. 13 


Campbell Soup Co. (Tomato 
Juice), WABC-CBS, Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, 11-11:15 a.m. 
‘Charlie and Jessie’ with Donald 
Cook and Florence Lake. Ward 
Wheelock Co. Script writer, 
Wyllis Cooper. Originates from 
New York. Hookup, 53 stations. 

Sunday, Dec. 15 

Consolidated Royal Chem. 
Corp. (Vitamized Yeast Foam 
Tablets), WJZ-NBC Blue, 5:30- 
6 p.m. ‘Hidden Stars’ with Orrin 
Tucker’s Orchestra, Bonnie 
Baker, and guests. Stack-Goble. 
Originates from Chicago. Hook- 
up, 50 stations. 








L. A. Gifford Manages 


Intermountain’s Office 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 10. 

Following shift of Socs N. Vratis 
from Intermountain Network payroll 
to that of KUTA, L. A. Gifford takes 
over the job of managing the net- 
work’s Salt Lake City office. Gifford 
comes from KGVO, Missoula, Mon- 
tana. 

New policy of the network is to 
stress programs originating in the 
Salt Lake studios. Previously, pro- 
grams were originated there only on 
Sundays. 


ESTY RENEWALS 


But Bob Crosby Replaced on Camels 


By Xavier Cugat | 


William Esty agency has renewed } 
all but one of its present shows for | 
the initial quarter of next year. The 
exception is Bob Crosby, who will be | 
replaced on the Camel payroll by | 
Xavier Cugat on the NBC-red Jan. 9. | 

Other Camel renewals are Al 
Pearce, ‘Blondie,’ ‘Uncle Ezra and 


Grand Ol’ Opry House.’ 
the same account’s ‘Luncheon at the 


Renewal on | 


| Waldorf’ doesn’t come up until Jan- | 


uary. ‘Meet Mr. Meek’ (Lifebuoy) 
also gets a new lease, effective Jan. 8. 





Mutual Queries Stations 
On Neglect of Talent 
| Laden WGN Program 


| Mutual has sent out an inquiry to 
lits affiliates on the subject of why 
|only a small percentage of 
elect to carry the ‘Chicago Theatre 
of the Air,’ which WGN originates. 





| 
| 


| 
' 
| 


them | 


The stations not carrying the series | 


are asked to give their reason. 

Memo states that this program 
‘presents only the finest of talent, ata 
great cost to WGN.’ Also that ‘Only 
by having the complete picture for 
each Mutual station can we know 
| what steps should be taken for any 
readjustment of schedules.” Memo 
further points out that ‘to success- 
fully carry on the largest of net- 
works now in operation we must 
make the outstanding programs avail- 
able to all at a time when a large 
majority of stations can broadcast 
these programs locally.’ 








John Kolbmann, sports editor of 
WHAT, Philadelphia, is back in 
harness after several weeks’ layo.! 
with grippe, 


Radio Program Trend, If Any 


Chicago, Dec. 10. 


Radio group meeting at the Cen- | 


| tral Council convention of the Ameri- 


can Association of Advertising 
Agencies last week turned out to the 
high spot of the confab, with the 
radio gathering pulling the largest 
individual attendance to hear ad- 
dresses by A. W. Lehmann of the 
Cooperative Analysis of Broadcast- 
ing, John Howland of Zenith Radio 
and R. J. Scott of the Schwimmer & 
Scott agency. 

Scott was the group leader of the 


radio group gathering and led off 
the discussions with a short report 
on what has been accomplished in 


radio labor relations, particularly as 
to the contract recently signatured 
by the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. 

Of particular interest was the talk 


|} by Lehmann on ‘how to anticipate 














Wi YOUR SAFETY at stake, 


the reliable mechanic is careful 





/ 





about the condition of your car. With the 


success of marketing plans at stake, we take 


particular pains in delivering information 


on which you can rely. 


JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY 


National Representatives of Radio Stations 


New Yorn » Cuicaco + Derroir « Sr. Lours » Los Anceres + San Franc: 


, radio program trends,’ but the meet- 
ing failed to dig up anybody, even 
including Lehmann, who was willing 
to stick his neck out and make a 
prophecy on the next radio program 


cycle. It was generally agreed that 
the present big note in radio pro- 


gramming is the news periods. Quiz 
programs are still hot, which is con- 
sidered unusual, with the experts 
insisting that quiz programs, by all 
rights and rules should have 
dead at least two years ago. 


been 


Drama’s Upbeat? 


About the closest that the experts 


got to a prediction is that dramatic 
programs look to be coming in, and 
most of ’em said that with a weather 
eye cocked for the current ASCAP- 
radio battle on tunes. Pointed out 


that there is more drama than ever 
on the air today, with even the so- 


called musical shows inserting short 
drama _ interludes. Lehmann also 
pointed out that the daytime strip, 
after all these years, continues to 


move the merchandise and he stated 
that a night-time dramatic strip 
would also likely meet with public 
approval. 

Howland, assistant to Eugene Mac- 


Donald, Jr., of Zenith, gave the 
{group a brief picture of the fre- 
}quency modulation situation. He 


was particularly impressive with an 


actual demonstration of the clarity 
of FM reception, bringing out this 
| point with some sound effects. FM 


|is moving forward slowly but it 
moving to a public acceptance which 
needs only a lower price to reach 
boom proportions. The change-over 
| cost is what is really holding back 
| FM at this time, but that in time this 
cost objection will be met. Accord- 
ing to Howland there are some 400 
FM sets in operation in Chicago at 
present. 

Attending this meeting were about 
150 key agency men, including ac- 
count execs, radio directors, pro- 
| ducers, and copy writers. 

Other groups at the AAAA Cen- 





; tral Council conference were Media | 


;}and Media Research under the | 
{leadership of Otto Stadelman of | 
| Needham, Louis & Brorby agency: 
| Mechanical Production, led by 
|Thomas McBreen of J. Walter 


| Thompson agency, with Erwin Miess- 
ler of Needham, Louis & Brorby, 
George Heiland of Lord & Thomas 
}agency and John Demko of the Leo 
Burnett agency collaborating; Copy 
and Art under the leadership of Sid- 


ney Wells, McCann-Erickson agency 
with Joh) Bruenig of Lord & 
Thomas agency. collaborating, 


|; ing an 


manda 
lid 


Bertha Brainard's Staff 





(NBC Artists Service Staffers who go to new Program and Talent Sales 


Division of Program Department.) 


New York 
Dan S. Tuthill 
Alice L. Stauffacher 
Carol Chucknow 
George Sax 
Edna McClure 
Spencer G. McNary 
Donald Meissner 
Frank Murtha 
Jean FE, Treacy 
John Babb 
Rubey Cowan 
Ethel Gilbert 
Samuel L. Ross 
Jack Von Tilzer 
Charles Facer 
Katherine Bauer 
Madge Boyton 
John J. Collins 
Ellen Egan 
Grace M. Hellerson 
Ruby Smith 
Stella M. Smith 


Theatre Guild of Air Auditio 


_ 


Chicago 


James L. Stirton 
Robert M. Kendall 
Raymond Neihengen 
Kenneth V. Akins 
Helen E. Carey 
Georgia Fuller 
Mary P. Kelly 

Fred Klein, Jr. 


Holly wood 
Alex Robb 
Wynn Rocamora 
Chas. B. Smith 
W. Carroll Tornboth 
Walter C. Baker 
Honor Holden 
Margaret Kent 
Jack Parker 
Mae Regan 
Norma Reinhart 


ED 


‘Prelude to Exile’ Is Used to Introduce Series to 


NBC Staff 


‘The Theatre Guild on the Ajir,’; Shaw, S. N. Behrman and some of 
which NBC will launch in a couple the other leading dramatists of the 


of weeks in co-operation with the} 


(9) for the net-} 
work’s employes. Half-hour test | 
program was an adaptation of ‘Pre- 
lude to Exile,’ with Eva Le Galli? 
enne and Raymond Massey. Session | 
was held in studio 8-H and was 
barred to outsiders, 
‘Prelude,” which the Guild pro-| 
duced as one of its subscription plays 
of the 1936-37 season, was written by 
William McNally and deals with the 
‘romance’ between Richard Wagner 
and Mathilde Wesendonck, the wife 
of his benefactor. Miss Le Galli- 
enne was in the original production, 
but Wilfred Lawson played the part 
Massey had in the radio version. 
Whether or not NBC actually in- 
tends to include ‘Prelude’ in its pro- 
jected series for broadcast isn’t 
known, as the network is maintain- 
elaborate hush-hush atmos- 
phere on the subject. But presum- 
ably the play is to be one of the 
series, or it would not have been 
offered as a sample. Regardless of 
its merits for radio, ‘Prelude’ was a 
distinct failure on the stage. It ran 


: : | permission 
Theatre Guild, was given a preview | done without substantial payment. 
| audition Monday 





only the minimum subscription pe- 
riod to little more than the regular 
subscription business. VARIETY’S 
comment on the play was, ‘Plot is 
insufficient in theatrical interest ... 
it mi fire.’ Gilbert Gabriel, 
that time critic for the N. Y. Amer- 


sses 


ican, called it ‘an embarrassingly bad | 


play’. 

According to report, NBC has the 
rights to many of the Guild’s plays 
of past seasons. There is even talk 


that Robert E. Sherwood has given 


permission for his ‘There Shall Be 


No Night’ to be done by Alfred Lunt | 


and Lynn Fontanne during or at the 


completion of their current nation- | 


wide tour, but that could not be con- 
firmed. However, it is doubted 
Eugene "Neill, George Beynard 


Lynn Fontanne’s Third 


Repeat of ‘White Cliffs’ | 


Cleveland, Dec. 10. 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
are joining with the Cleveland Sym- 


phony, guest-directed by Frank 
Black of NBC, in a program for the | 
benefit of the British War Relief | 
Society here Jan. 5. Legit stars 


agreed to donate their services, as 
Black also is doing. 
Miss Fontanne will 


which she did twice on NBC. Con- 
cert skedded in 12,000 capacity civic 
auditoriums is scaled at $3 top and 
is half sold out already. 


AFRA’s Frisco Dickers 


San Francisco, Dee. 10. 
American Federation of Radio Art- 


tty 
au 








ists expects to sign up KSFO shortly. | 


Union also making progress at KYA. 
where @hief snag is a ‘contract of 
employment’ binding staffers. 
Station contends these individually 
signed agreements do not constitute 
a company union and cannot be 
broken to conform with AFR de- 


AS 


at | 


if | 


( repeat Alice | 
Duerr Miller’s poem, ‘White Cliffs,’ | 








yuild’s past list would give blanket 


for their works to be 
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RED, BLUE APART: 
BRAINARD UP 


Carlin, Hillpot New Program 
Managers Under Sid Strotz 
—Chotzinoff Gets Title— 
Menser’s Position—Direc- 


tor of Talks Still Open 


‘BOOKER’ SET UP 


The expected revised set-up of the 


program department at NBC be- 
comes effective immediately. Its 


chief features are as follows: 
A separate red network program 
manager is set up. He is Phillips 


Carlin. 

A separate blue network program 
manager set up. He is William 
Hillpot. 

Bertha Brainard heads a new Tal- 
ent Sales Division with Dan Tuthill 
and Doug Meservey as aides. 

There will no longer be 
marcation of ‘commercial’ and ‘sus- 
taining’ program managerships. Car- 
lin and Hillpot will have jurisdic- 
tion over both types of show. 

All programs, save public interest 
ones, are to be judged by the stand- 
ard of their plausibility as sponsor- 
able entertainments or specials. 

There is to be a central] booking 
office, or control schedule for all red 
and blue shows. Helen Shervey gets 
this berth. 


is 


5 
a 


There is also a business manager 


for the program department to han- 
is | 


dle all financial matters. He 
Charles A. Wall. 

Clarence Menser comes into the 
reorganization with the title of Na- | 
tional Production Director. He re- 
ports directly to Sid Strotz, but 
Lewis Titterton, continuity; Patrick 
Kelly, announcer; N. Ray Kelly, 
sound effects, will report to Wilfred 


Roberts 


manager.’ 


as ‘New 


Samuel Chotzinoff is manager of | 
the Music Division under the re- | 
vision. Frank Black and H. Leopold | 
Spitalny report to him. Chotzinoff 
reports to Strotz 

Thoma Belviso continues to op- 
erate the music library and to have 
special responsibilities. 


Walter Preston, Jr., 
the Public Service Division with 
Franklin Dunham, Margaret Cuth- 
bert, June Hynd, et al. reporting to 
him. Preston answers to Strotz. 

A Director of Talks will be estab- 


is manager of 


lished (not appointed at moment). 
Abe Schecter is undisturbed but 
on international matters reports to 


John Royal, the former head of the 
program department who is now 
v.p. in charge of international, tele- 
vision, facsimile, etc. 

Burke Miller is still 
coordinator-in-chief 
after sundown 

George Engels continues head 
the Concert division. He reports to 
Mark Woods 

James Rowland Angell, 


+ 
tU 


the edu- 


cational counsel reports to general | 
manager Frank Mullen but consult: 
With Strotz on all program matters 
pertinent to his interest 


Rosenbaum in Phi Beta 
Kappa After 30 Years 


Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WrIL 
prexy, last week was elected to 


alumnus membership of the Phi Beta 
Kappa honorary society 30 years 
after his graduation from the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 


scholarship during his college course 
and subsequent contributions to the 


intellectual life of the community 
and nation.’ 
Besides his WFIL post, Rosen- 


baum is also chairman of Independ- | 


ent Radio Network Affiliates, presi- 


dent of the Robin Hood Dell Con- 
“€ris, and vice-president of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra Association. 


t —— 





WIMJ —_ Curb Gab 


Milwaukee, Dec. 10. 
After having ‘The Sidewalk Re- 
porter’ on the air for the past five 
years, WTMJ this week 


is discon- 


for it has practically always had a 
sponsor, but because station heads 
believe the listening audience will 
welcome a change, especially with 
all the soap operas providing an al- 





de- | 


York production 


Burke Miller, | 


yf everything | 


The award | 
Was made ‘in recognition of excellent | 


most continuous line of gab through 
the daytime hours. 


| In place of the sidewalk show, 
|'WTMJ is now putting on ‘The 


| Romantic Balladier’ with a musical 
| background, for the time being at 


| 


tinuing the daily noonday street quiz, | 
not particularly because this type of ! 
program has outlived its usefullness, | 


Jello Again 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 


Jack Benny’s Jello show is 
spared one headache that is 
asSailing most of the others. 


The theme song stays as is. 

Don Bestor, not a member of 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers, dittied the 
‘big red letters on the box.’ 








Ab Smith to Bates 


Ab Smith leaves Benton & Bowles, 
along with the Colgate ‘Ask It Bas- 
ket’ show with Ed East, when the 
Ted Bates agency (new) takes over 
the account. 

Smith has directed the program 


Yor 


SHIFT NBC PROGRAM D 





EPT. 





Anacin Protests Bromo Seltzer As 


Latecomer Neighbor on Pacific NBC 





Subject which NBC sales officials 
are particular sensitive about just 
now is headache anodynes and the 
headaches they can cause if two of 
them are scheduled one after the 
other. The network is faced with 
the solution of such a tangle on the 
westcoast and the products involved 
are Bromo Seltzer (Ben Bernie) and 
Anacin (Easy Aces). 

Anacin was on the Pacific hookup 


| 


;count, raised a howl] 


some weeks ago the Bernie show 
was .put into the preceding slot, 
8:30 to 9 p.m. Blackett-Sample- 


Hummert, agency on the Anacin ac- 
and NBC has 
been trying ever since to find a way 
out of the dilemma. The network 
stated last week that it is on the 
way to a solution, but denied the 
report that B-S-H has threatened to 
hold up the payment of the Coast 
billings on ‘Easy Aces’ until the sit- 
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REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. 





least a sustainer, at 11:45 a.m. B. & B. first, 9 to 9:15 p.m. PST. Then uation has been straightened out. 
Notice of a product to be broad- 
cas* over WLW has been a guiding 
factor in checking our merchandise 
to assure us of having a full stock 
to meet consumer demand. Without 
doubt we feel this sales building 


media through every product adver- 


tised over WLW. 


John B. Adamson 

President and General Manager 
W. L. ADAMSON CO, 
Wholesale Grecers 


Dayton, Ohio 


The Adamson Company traveis 


21 


Salesmen covering South- 


western Ohio. 
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Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. 


San Francisco — International Radio Sales, 


THE NATION‘'S | 
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STATION 
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_mission to further bear out the in- | 
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ECONOMIC WEIGHT OF NETWORKS UNFAIR 
TO INDIE TALENT AGENTS, IS CLAIM 


Los Angeles Lawyer, Fronting for Commission-Col- 





FRANCISCO GOES LATIN 


lectors, Supplements Attack on Radio Networks 1o south America with Wife and 


as ‘Monopolistic’-—Cites Inside Track 





+ 
a bs 


Martin Gang, Los Angeles at- | 


torney of a group of independent | 
agents complaining against the net- | 
works’ operation of talent bureaux, | 
this week asserts he will file a sup- | 
plemental argument and brief with | 
the Federal Communications Com- | 


die agents’ contention of monopo- 
listie practices by the radio chains 


Brief, as in Gang’s complaint. at | 
the FCC’s monopoly hearings last 
week, charges NBC, CBS and Mu- | 


tual (atter through its artists 
reaux at WGN, Chicago, and WOR, 
New York?) as being in unfair com- 
petition with indie agents, Brief 
states that the networks’ talent) 
agencies are ‘a restraint on compe- | 
tition monopolistic in practice 
and effect.’ Further argues that: 
‘The effort to act as manager or 
agent for talent imposes upon the 
broadcasting companies a dual and 
conflicting capacity. On the one 
hand, as the agent or manager or 
representative of the talent, they 
owe a fiduciary duty to the talent 
to obtain the best possible jobs for 
such talent upon the best possible 
terms. As the owners and opera- 
tors of radio broadcasting com- 
panies primarily interested in the 
(Continued on page 55) 


AFRA AGENCY 
FRANCHISE 
TERMS 








| 
bu- | 


Unnecessary 
‘So You Want to Write for 
Radio,’ textbook being written 
by Bernard Estes of WINS, N. Y., 
for Doubleday-Doran publication 
next spring, will have a jacket 
with a gimmick seal. 

Notice on the jacket will read: 
‘If you're related to a sponsor, 
agency production manager or 
time-buyer, don’t break this seal. 
Return the volume and get your 
money back. But if you want to 
make it the hard way, here’s the 
dope.’ 








two independent agent organizations, | 


now covers 18 pages instead of the 
former 11. Most of the changes were 


'made at the request of the Coast 
| agents, but some were requested by 


|in the 


| 


Final talent agency code has been 


approved by the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists and representa- 
tives of the Artists Representatives 
Assn. (Broadway agents) and the 
Artists Managers Guild (Coast 
group). Copies of the regulations 
have been sent to the percenters, 
who must file license applications 


by Dec. 20, with the code applicable |! 


as of Dec. 15. 


Meanwhile, AFRA’s New York 


the Broadway group and others by | 


Spanish Interpreter 


Don Francisco, former president of 
| the Lord & Thomas agency, departs 
Friday (13) for South America on 
his first inspection trip in connec- 
tion with his new duties as radio 
head of the Cultural Relations Di- 
vision (Nelson Rockefeller) of the 
| U. S. State Department 

Francisco will be accompanied by 
his wife and a Spanish 
interpreter-instructor. 





language | 


NBC’s Christmas Shows 


NBC will augment the talent on 
virtually all its sustaining programs 
Christmas day, in most cases with 
added music. It is also lining up an 
extensive array of special broad- 
| casts, some of which will be short- 
| waved from abroad. 
| Among those already set are a 30- 
| minute program from the Vatican, a 
90-minute exchange of greetings be- 





| tween noted Americans and English- | 
}men in the U. S., a Bach chorale and | 


the ceremonies of lighting a 101-foot 
| Star at Bethlehem, Pa., and various 
‘musical features from points in the 


NBC CONTINU 
TELEVISION 





Guy Hickok, of NBC's shortwave | 


idivision, is likely to become the 
|practical radio man_ backstopping: 


Francisco's efforts. ° 


CHILE NITRATE 
- SUES TO STOP 


AFRA. | 
Among the highlights of  the| 

changes are the following points: 
Agents agree to observe salary minl- | 

mums set by AFRA in cases where AFRA | eed 

does not have agreements with employers | 

setting such minimums Controversy between Jean V. 
Regulations governing commissions shall . 


be retroactive to Nov. 

No agent or affil 
advertising 
AFRA will not 


1m. 
thereof may 
agency business, 
) grant better terms to 

any agents, except in cases 
waivers are allowed 

All employees and stockholders of 
agency must each apply for franchise, 
‘rept that in cases where employees 
already existing ontracts witt 
refuse to sign franchise appiicat 


ate engage 


other where 
an 
ex 
vith 


ies 


ager 
ons, strin- 


gent penaiiies are provided for violation of 
|} the code 

|} Oral contracts between artists and agent 
} must be put into writing and submitted to 
}AFRA and the artist for approval 

| Guaranteed engagenve agreements have 
| been altered to require 15 days’ emplov- 
ment in 91 days (a 138-week cycle) rather 
than ™) days ‘ 

Violations of the code are defined and 
|} maximum penalties for each is specified 
} Such benalties go as far as revocation of 
| license. suspension of license or $5.000 fine 
Agents have no Interest in artist-employver 

‘ontracts, but only itn commissions there- 
from Commissions are payable only for 
| fulfilled contracts 
| In case an artist breaches a contract with 
in agent, the artist is liable not for a 
lump sum based on commisstons from ex- 
pected engagements, but only for commis- 
; sions on actually fulfilled engagements, 
;} Such commissions are payable as earned 
| Agents for the producer of a package 
| show or for the employer of artists may 


local will hold a membership meet- | 


ing and election of officers tomorrow 
night (Thursday) at the Edison hotel, 
N.Y. Expected that the incumbent 
slate, headed by president Alex Mc- 
Kee, will be re-elected. AFRA na- 
tionally took in two more local 
chapters this week in Washington 
and Dallas. . 

Revised agency code, agreed upon 
after more than a month's negotia- 
tions between reps for the union, 
the network artist bureaus and the 





rot 
such 
AFRA may require an agency license 
nd 


charge comm 
shows 


ssions on artist fees on 


Conditions are get 
minors. 


for 


One day’s employment (in guaranteed 
employment contracts) includes all rehear- 
sals, rebroadcasts, recordings, et« for each 
hroadcast, 

During the months of June, July and 
August, each day’s employment, for pur- 
poses of computing the guaranteed 15 days’ | 
employment, May be counted as one-and-a- 
half days 

Artists may not terminate agency con- 
tracts during a guaranteed employment 
period, nor just before such a period is 


due to begin. 


Spokane.—Helen Sullivan added 
to the KHQ-KGA staff, to work be- 
tween the music and continuity de- 
partments, 




















contracts with 


Grombach, Inc., transcription maker, 
and the Chilian Nitrate Educational 
Bureau, Inc., the ownership 
rights to the program, ‘Uncle Nat- 
chel,’ has reached the N. Y. 
court. The bureau wants Grombach 
restrained from interfering with the 
airing of the transcribed series ove1 
18 southern stations and a declara- 
tory judgment holding that the 
CNEB and not Grombach owns the 
show. 

Legal action was taken after 
Grombach’s counsel had advised the 
18 stations that if they ran the series 
they would be subject to injunctions 
and damage suits. Grombach had 
recorded the series for the Chilian 
Nitrate publicity setup since 193 
but this season the latter turned 
the job over to Transamerican Broad- 
casting & Television Corp. 

In its complaint the CNEB states 
that it changed producers because of 
dissatisfaction. Also that it has paid 
Transamerican $23,000 so far for the 
work, 


WOL MUST PREVIEW 
ITS CASE ON WAHL 


WOL, Washington (American 
Broacasting Co.) lost its plea to va- 
cate interrogatories directed at it by 
the Wahl Co., and the Biow Agency, 
which is suing, in the N. Y. 
court, Judge Samuel Mandelbaum 
overruled objections and ordered 


over 








WOL to answer all but one question. | 


The defendants however, are ordered 
to furnish a script of disputed pro- 
gram within 10 days 

WOL is suing for alleged plagiar- 
‘T) 


ery) ¢ 


isn a quiz program entitled ‘Dou- 
ble or Nothing,’ started, and copy- 


righted by it, Dec 
leged plagiarising 
‘Take It Or 
the defendants over CBS starting 
21, 1940. An injunction, ac- 


11, 1939. The al- 
program called 
Leave It’ was broadcast 


( iting of profits and damages are 
sought 

Among the 25 questions to be 
answered are: In what respect the 
programs are the same, who the 
auth sre f th > ] :f¥ ) re y ‘ y 
authors of the piaintiffs program are, 
when and where -it was coprighted, 


which parts of the program allegedly 
were copied, and has the plaintiff 
been able to sell its program since 
the inception of the suit. 





| Carpets on CBS Six 


| Alexander Smith & Sons, carpet 
| manufacturers, has contracted for 
|daytime series of spots on six sta- 
| tions of CBS’ New England network. 


Campaign will start between Feb. 1 | 


and 15. Program will originate 
from WEEI, Boston, and offer a 
-home economy expert, using the 


3:30-3:45 period Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. It’s the first time that 
this account has gone in for any ex- 
tensive air advertising. 

Anderson, Davis & Platt is 


the 


Supreme | 


- STOES, INDIE MGR., JOINS 


federal | 


NBC 
| Although it is airing only 


|six or seven hours a week of 


about 
actual 


%)| program television, NBC is currently | 


transmitting nearly 30 hours a week 
of test patterns and field tests. Non- 
program telecasts are at the request 
|of television set dealers, who want 


sets, installations and readjusted sets 

already in use. 
Regular programs are 

transmitted on an average of three 


being 





Most of the pickups are sports events. 
| There has been no transmitting the 
‘last couple of weeks, as the engi- 
neers were installing a new = syn- 
chronizing generator and putting the 
equipment back in shape after a 
|series of test shows and experiments 
for the National Television Systems 
Committee. 

Shows scheduled for this week and | 
next include wrestling bouts at} 
Jamaica (N.Y.) arena, Friday night | 
(13); the collegiate basketball games 





in Madison Square Garden, N. Y., | 
Saturday night; amateur boxing in | 


the Garden next Monday night (16): | 
Rangers-Boston Bruins pro hockey 
game in the Garden Dec. 19, and the | 
college basketball games in the Gar- | 
den Dec. 21. Start televising track | 
meets in January. Two cameras are 
used for all shows. | 





| 
| 


| 
| 


WGN CONCERT BUREAU 


Paul Stoes, independent concert 
, manager, has joined the WGN Con- 
; cert Bureau as road manager, and 
brings his talent list into the agency. 
However, he will retain an interest | 
| in all the artists involved, 

WGN Concert Bureau, owned by | 
station WGN and the Chicago | 
Tribune, recently entered the con- 
cert field. It’s month-old New York 
Office is handled by Ted Carr, for- 
merly associate executive secretary 
of the American Guild of Musical 
| Artists. 








 Othon Velez on Job 


Mexico City, Dec. 10. 
Othon Velez, manager of local ra- 
| dio station XEW (100,000 watts) and 
the leader of Mexico's commercial 
air biz, has resumed his duties after | 
a long siege of illness. liver | 
complicated by typhoid fever. 
Velez 
panded 

1941, 





rouble 


is drafting a program of ex- 
activities for his station in 


Widening Catholic Hour 


Detroit, Dec. 10 

] ’ c f | 
Pointing out the churches have | 
fa *lad , ] | 
ied to use the radio fully enough 
n their work, The Michigan Catholic 
' 


parochial weekly here, is urging 
sponsors to come forward and put 
_the ‘Catholic Hour,’ now heard on 
106 stations, on more. 
| Organizations were asked to take 
| Over the low expense of putting 
| recordings of the program on small 
|stations and five in Michigan— 
WHDF, alumet; WFDF, Flint: 
WCAR, Pontiac: WSAM, Saginaw, 


oe ‘epi Sault Ste. Marie—were 
isted, 





LOIS MILLER’S XMAS SERIES 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. 

Lois Miller, : Pittsburgh organist 
who is heard every summer at the 
Heinz Pier in Atlantic City, is back 
in town for a new musical series over 
WCAE. 

It’s a quarter-hour session on the 
organ daily during the pre-Christmas | 
season, with Spears, local store, foot 





+} } 
no th lL 
ing e€ Dili, 


the test stuff for adjustment of new | 


Mutual Looks 
Up So. America 


For Shortwave 











Roberto Stiglich, formerly of Pan- 
| American Railways and 


attache of 
the Peruvian government, 


has been 


retained by the Mutual Network to 
|make a six-weeks’ survey for it of 
| Latin-American broadcasting. t 


sion and receiving short wave fa- 
cilities in the various countries, 
learn what the stations’ program 


|preferences are and what they will 
be able to feed to the U. S. network. 
| If Stiglich’s report turns out fa- 
vorably Mutual will immediately 
istart feeding news programs in 
Spanish and Portugese to  Latin- 
|American countries by shortwave 
and arrange to pick up several pro- 
grams from downunder. 


| 
| 


|} San Antonio. — William Stringer 
| added to the news staff of WOAT. 
| —— acer nn 

















WANT 


days a week, with most of the shows | acll oN/ 


confined to outside pickups and films. | 
| 


WE HAVE 


PULL 


WITH THE 
RIGHT PEOPLE 


And by “the right peo- 
the 
thousands tind 
WAGA the most listen- 


able station of them all 


oe 


ple” we mean 


who 


—the blue ribbon sta- 
tion in the blue ribbon 


market of Georgia. 


During October, 1940, one 
WAGA 


4833 letters—and offered no 


sponsor received 
trick “giveaways” or “lures.” 
That's mail PULL with the 
right people. This same 
client uses many stations— 


but’ WAGA costs him the 


least. 


NBC 


WAGA 


BLUE 


ATLANTA, GA. 


Ask a 
JOHN BLAIR 
Man 
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Bate Hurt by Bomb; NBC, CBS Offices 
Wrecked in London Raid (Sunday) 





Fred Bate, London correspondent 
for NBC, was injured, and both the 
NBC and CBS offices 
were demolished Sunday 


in London 
night 
in what was described as one of the 
most severe bombing raids on the 
British capital so far. According to 
John .McVane, broadcasting from 
London for NBC Monday night (9), 
Bate was cut in the face by flying 
glass and severely bruised when he 
was thrown across the room by the 
force of an exploding bomb. 

Bate is expected to be in the hos- 
pital for three or four days. No 
one else was hurt, although the dam- 
age was so great that the two of- 
fices were said to be ‘completely 
wrecked’ and probably not ‘inhabit- 
able for some time.’ It was the sec- 
ond time CBS had been bombed out. 

Larry Le Sueur, who had been 
working in the CBS office earlier in 
the evening, had been forced to 
leave when the lights went out. Two 
girl employees of CBS, who usually 
sleep in the building, were away for 
the weekend and so escaped the 
bombing. 

According to McVane’s story Mon- 
day night, Bate was standing in the 


center of the office, talking to an- 
other NBC employee and a British 
censor when the bomb exploded. 


Nothing was said about whether the 
others were injured, so apparently 
they were not. Building occupied 
by the two networks were adjoining 


the main BBC building, which has | 


been the target for repeated Nazi 
bombing attempts and has been hit 
on one occasion. Whether the BBC 
structure was damaged on this oc- 
casion wasn’t indicated. 

There appeared to be some dif- 
ference about censorship instructions 
to NBC and CBS as to handling of 
the story. In his Monday night 
broadcast, Le Sueur failed to men- 
tion the bombing of his own office 


(8) } 


statement that the sound of glass 
being shoveled off the pavement 
could be heard through the ‘smoky’ 
London air. 

CBS offices in New York freely 
discussed all the information avail- 
able on the bombing, but homeoffice 
representatives of NBC reported 
they had been warned by the cen- 
sors not to reveal information 
| obtained in their short-wave con- 
versations preceding the evening's 
London broadcast. However, in his 
regular broadcast McVane _ told 
about the bombing and described the 
circumstances of Bate’s injury. 


any 





CBS’ Mex Net 


———. Continued from page 1 








has acted as translator. 
holidaying at Acapulco 


He is 


now 
Columbia is 
orate brochure 
casters in 


presenting an elab- 
to Mexican broad- 
explanation of its future 
intentions. A CBS earnings state- 
ment for the first nine months of 
1940 included. It has made the 
Mexican broadcasters open their 
eves very wide, especially as Amer- 
ican dollars are, they realize, nearly 
one for five native dollars. 

A contract, half in Spanish and 
half in English, has been produced 
'by Akerberg. It mentions 50 hours 
of network service, commercial and 


is 


non-commercial, to be fed by CBS ,; 


when the proposed network is or- 
| ganized. Columbia will collect 50% 
commission on time sales. Mexican 
stations that sign will pledge them- 
selves to accept no radio programs 
'from any American source other 
than Columbia. Exclusive contract 
may be cancelled by the Americans 
upon six months’ written notice. 
The appearance of the Columbia 
contract and vice president also 
pointed up the present scramble for 


at this moment. Mexico City has 
been full of concession-seekers, most 
of them Americans, who came in for 
the inaugural ceremenies. Together 
with other Americans seeking race- 
track and gambling concessions, the 
capital has the greatest 
ity of this kind it has experienced 
in years. 

No Commercials Now 


seen 


activ- | 


Just now there is no American ad- | 
vertising sponsored programs heard 
in Mexico through overland wires 
from the states. Ford did 


tend its Detroit Symphony concerts 
beyond the Rio Grande this season 
although last season was considered 
fairly successful. 

Ford experiment 
have been the thing 
terested Columbia in 
making possibilities here. 
NBC's = Toscanini 
through Azcarraga’s 
Columbia’s program 
York Symphony is heard on Azcar- 
XEQ. Both are musically 
poor because the quality trans- 
mission is quite inferior for net- 
work purposes here. Correction of 
the radio lines is thought to be a 
cause of Columbia not dating its 
Mexican contracts before Sept. 1 
1941. 

Akerberg stated that 
Paley, president of the 
network, is now in South 
signing up radio stations there. One 
in Argentina particularly men- 
tioned. This is said to be part of the 
cultural relations development with- 
in Pan America. 


to 
in- 


believed 
that first 
yney- 
At present 
concerts come 
XEW here and 
of the New 


1s 


the m« 


aga 
raga §& 


of 


William S. 
American 
America, 


is 


Tidewater Oil Uses G.E. 
Shortwave to So. America 


Tide Water Oil shortwaving 
from General  Electric’s WGEO, 
Schenectady a Spanish show based 
on Newsweek Magazine material. 

G. M. Basford is the agency. 


Alaskan Press Tie-Up 


Fairbanks, Ala., Dec. 3. 
KFAR has tied up with the Fair- 
banks Daily News-Miner for the 
publication of a monthly supplement 
plugging the station and its national 
accounts. First issue of this type 
was put out Nov. 16 





1S 





not ex- 


Alan Plaunt’s ‘Inefficiency Blast 
sainst Canadian Radio Set-Up 
May Fuse Parliamentary Probe 


Montreal, Dec. 10. 
of general incompetence 
of the 


Broadcasting Corp. with special em- 


Charges 
in management Canadian 
phasis on program production, and 
inability to have any changes for the 
better effected led to of 
Alan B. Plaunt, former governor of 


resignation 


the CBC, according to documentary 
report filed in Parliament last week. 
Plaunt’s report took a special slam 
at program production as currently 
routined at the CBC stating there 
was ‘no doubt that production con- 
ditions in the program department 
are most unsatisfactory.’ 

Taunt recommended maxi- 
mum salary of $3,600 per annum for 
producers, fixed by law, be raised to 


that 


$5,000 a year, with top figure for 
announcers also upped from $3,000 
to $5,000. He believes that there 
should be periodic surveys of the 
| staff with a view to determining 


i which of the employees should be 
shifted by transfer to other depart- 
ments or let out. ; 
Plaunt charged that under the cur- 
rent setup in the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. it is virtually impos- 
| sible to disimiss anyone, however in- 
competent, and it was discouraging 
ito efficient members of the staff to 
‘find demonstrably incompetent per- 
| sons retained.” The report added 
}further that the morale of the entire 
organization could scarcely be im- 
| proved so long as ‘the spectacle of 
;}persons retained who have been 
| guilty of misconduct, insubordination 
jand even irregularity existed.’ 
Plaunt contends that in radio, 
which particularly requires 
bility, initiative, new ideas 
| vitality, current methods of 


| 


and 
opera- 


Board of Governors, issued a statee 
ment to the effect that as many of 


Plaunt’s recommendations as were 
feasable had been adopted by the 
,CBC and that the Plaunt charges 


appeared to be inspired from pere 
as well as administrativ? 
reasons. However, in addition to 
resignationg of Plaunt, Donald 
Buchanan, director of public affairs 
broadcasts, and E. A. Pickering, 
formerly executive assistant to g.m. 
Gladstone Murray, have also ree 


sonal 


signed since outbreak of war 


As a result of Plaunt blast mem- 
bers of the House of Commons are 
urging a Parliamentary investiga- 
tion of the charges against the mane 
agement of the CBC. Introduced 
Commons week were exe 
cerpts from article by newspaper 
editor Jean Charles Harvey (Le 
Jour) charging that Jules Romains, 


into last 


French author, had been kept off 
the CBC network because ‘in the 
higher reaches of the information 


and radio services were men who not 
only always have been but still are 
the enemies of the democratic ideal 
for which thousands of our men are 
shedding their blood.’ 


M. J. Coldwell stated in Commons 


| that Plaunt and Harvey could sube 
| stantiate their charges if called be- 
| fore a committee. 





Playlet to England 


Herbert Marshall, Romney Brent 





| and Jessica Tandy will on Dec. i1 do 
| Frederick Lonsdale’s ‘The Night Be- 


flexi- | 
| WRUL, 


fore You Marry Her’ as one in the 
Boston shortwave series to 
England of ‘Friendship Bridge’ proe 





























or refer to Bate’s injury. Also his | the three clear channels of Mexico. Ads and stories about these ad-/tion in the CBC were bound t» be| grams. _ British American Ambué 
only reference to the extent of dam- | The so-called 800 and 1,050 waves | yvertisers are furnished and paid for discouraging. lance Corps ‘sponsors’, 
age to London was indirectly by the | are especially the object of politics by KFAR. | Rene Morin, chairman of the Also heard on WMCA, N. Y. 
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1,400 Attend Chicago Conference; 


Awards Given 


CBS, NBC Hold Own Rallies 


Chicago, Dec. 10 


Fourt! annua] School Broadcast 
Conference brought a gathering of 
almost 1.400 educators-in-radio to 
the Congre hotel here last week. 
Some 250 teachers from 30 midwest 


states part:cipated. There 
demonstrations of educational shows 
and the utilization of radio in educa- 
tion. 

So great was the response that a 
movement was gotten under way to 
make the conference a national af- 
fair, but the executive council 
quashed this movement as 
ture, and plans are 
ference a 
time being 

Judith Waller, for 
ucational director of 
the first Award of Merit, 
voted this honor by the execu- 
tive council and the advisory board. 

Of particular 
current 


Wwe} 
were 


prema- 
to keep the con- 
midwest institution for the 
many years ed- 
NBC here, was 
given be- 


ing 


importance in the 
the change of 
attitude of the teachers and educa- 
tors to radio. he first three years 
‘* the meetings were largely devoted 
to selling the teachers on the value 
of radio in education. But this sell- 
ing job has been done so well by 
Harold Kent of the Chicago Public 
‘Schools as chairman of the confer- 
ence and the others on the board 
that radio has become an accepted 


meeting wes 


fact in education, and the meeting 
last week was devoted to actual 
demonstrations of the wats and 
means of using radio programs in 


he schools, 


Award 


to teachers for radio utili- 


zation were made by a committee 
composed of I. Keith Tyler of the 
University of Ohio State, Kathleen 


Lardie of the Detroit Public Schools 
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to Educators; 


ind Louella Hoskins of the Radio 
Couftcil of the Chicago Public 
Schools 

Mrs. Lucille McConnell of the 
Spice: Demonstration School in 
Akron won the award for utiliza- 
tion practices in primary grades for 


her use for the program ‘Alice and 


Jerry Watching a Toad,’ produced 
by the radio department of the 
Akron Public Schools as heard on 
WJW. In art Clarice Ryder of the 


School received an award 
ie use of the prog:am ‘Let the 


Cameron 
for tl 


Artist Speak’ as produced by the 
Radio Council of Chicago Public 
Schools. In musie, Irene Jones of 
Schoot No. 42 in Indianapolis re- 
ceived award for use of ‘Sing and 
Listen’ series heard on WIBC and 
produced by radio department of In- 
dianapolis Public Schools. Another 
award for music program utilization 
went to Mollie Miller of School No. 


92, New York City, in use of NBC 


Hopf and Jules Herbuveaux of NBC 
here. 
In attendance 


were Hal Metzger, 


N 


WTAM, Cleveland; Ed _ Bronson, | 
WCOL, Columbus; Ralph Elvin, 
WLOK, Lima; S. Bernard Berk, | 
WAKR. Akron: Lee Bland, WFMJ, 
Youngstown; Arch Shawd, WTOL, 


Toledo; Jack Heintz, WCBF, Spring- 


field: Clarence Leich, WGBF, Evans- | 


ville: Gretchen Smith, WGL, Fort 
Wayne: Ed Lineham, KSO, 
Moines; Elizabeth Sammons, KSCJ, 
Sioux City; George Patterson and 
Harry Lukins, WAVE, Louisville; 
Robert DeHaven, WTCN, 
apolis; Thomas Rischworth, 
St. Paul: Ralph Foster, 


KSTP, 
KGBX, 


Springfield; Vernon Smith, KOWH, = 


Omaha; K. F. Schmitt, WIBA, Madi- 


Minne- | 


| 


Des | 


' 
| 


i 
| 


son; Russ Winnie, WTMJ, Milwau- | 
kee; C. C. Moore, KOA, Denver; Jo- 
seph Henkin, KSOO-KELO, Sioux 
Falls; Harold Stafford and Harriet 


Hester, WLS, Chicago; Maynard 
Marquardt and Miles Reid, WCFL, 
Chicago. 


Orson Welles 
hides Sponsor 
On Theme Song 


Music Appreciation Series. There 
were other awards for program 


utilization in science, English litera- 
ture, Social Studies nd High School 
subjé@cts 
Among the discussion 
special speakers were Dr. Brooks 
Emeny, Robert Aura Smith, Dr. 
Crane Johnstone, Franklin Dunham, 
Edward Bernays, William Benton, 
Georga Denny, Lyman Bryson, Ray- 
mond Gram Swing, C. A. Siepman. 
Webs Hold Meetings 
Both NBC and Columbia 
tional directors held 
Conference meetings. 


leaders and 


educa- 
special pre- 
Columbia had 


educational directors for stations in 
10 states and Washington in on the 
meeting, with particular stress on 


the American School of the Air and 
the problem of adult education. 
Meeting was directed by Stirling 
Fisher, with special guests including 
Betmont Farley, director of Public 


Relations for the National Education 
Ass'n, and Mrs. Dorothy Lewis of 
the Women’s National Radio Coun- 
cil for Children’s programs. From 
the stations came Wood Dreyfuss. 
WISN, Milwaukee; Robert Kennett, 
VHAS, Louisville: L. Von Linder, 


WMT, Cedar Rapids; Lloyd Dennis, 


WJSV, Washington; Ed Browne, 
KMBC, Kansas City; Harriet Ed- 
wards, KMOX, St. Louis; Michael 
Hann WHCU, Ithaca; Max Kar! 
WCCO, Minneapol Patty Criswell, 
WKZO, Kalamazoo: Geraldine EIl- 
liott, WJR, Detroit; Carl George, 


WGAW, Cleveland: Gene 
WMBD, Peoria; Alfred 
WWL, New Orleans; 


Trace, 
Bonomo, 
Lavinia 


Schwart and Ann Ford, WBBM, 
Chic i , 

NBC meeting was the second of 
x Public Service Forum gatherings 
to be throughout the country. Meetg 
ing was presided over by James 
Rowland Angell with Walter Pres- 
ton. Speakers included Franklin 
Dunham, Lewis Titterton and Will- 
lam Kostka. Others who had a lit- 
tle something to say were William 
Hedges, NBC stations v.p.; Woody 
Woods, WHO, Des Moines; Harry 
Burke, WOW, Omaha; Sherman 
Dryer, University of Chicago radio 
director; Ed Kirby and Mrs. Doro- 


thy Lewis; Judith Waller, Harry 














S howmanship 


WINS LARGER AUDIENCES 





in the 
INTERMOUNTAIN 


MARKET 





The POPULAR Station 
Salt Lake City 


NBC 
RED 
NETWORK 


Use of the Tchaikowsky piano 
concerto musical theme for the sig- 
rature music on the Friday night 
‘Campbell Playhouse’ over CBS drew 
a squawk from Orson Welles on the 
ground that the composition is iden- 
tified with him through his use of it 
for his Sunday night series for Camp- 
bell last season. He explaingd that 
he might want to the theme if 
and when he should have anothet 


use 


radio series, or that he might want 
to use it for an opening and clos- 
ing signature for his forthcoming 
RKO picture, ‘Citizen Kane.’ 


1 
Before the Wa 


Tchaikowsky pie 
l itu th 


finally selected for the signat 
Wheelock agency 

audition 
chestra to record an 
ble themes The 
first one heard and waxed 


had an eg 
1 with 


um 


rehearsal f 
ber of possi- 


concerto Was tne 


Emlyn Williams to Do 
Overseas ‘Corn’ Air Bally 


Two-way short-wave broadcast \ 


Mutual between Emlyn Williams in 
London and his wife and members 
of the cast of his play ‘The Corn Is 


Green,’ in New b 4 rk, will be aired 
Tuesday (17). Herman Shumlin 
producer of ‘Corn’ at the WNa- 
tional, N. Y., will pay for the cable 
costs for e ce r oka the 
cript and probably the snort-wave 
harges. Believed it will be e first 
, 1, + 


( 
time such a stunt has been arranged 
to ballyhoo a Broadway sho 


Williams, who sta) 


nal prod on of ‘Corn’ Londo 
Cl tly t iring the I ylis pro. 

int in a more recent pla of h 

own authorship, ‘Light of Heart,’ 


kew} 


in the West 
1e blitz forced it to le 


He would go to I 


for the special 


which was li ea hit 
End before tl ive 
London. { ,ondon 
broadcast. artici- 
pating from New York will be 
Ethel Barrvmore. the star of 


and 


tnis pro- 


duction, Shumlin Mrs. Mollie 
Williams. Latter expects to sail for 
London in a few weeks, having ar- 


ranged the Broadway presentation 


KNOX SPONSORS GAME 
| FROM COTTON BOWL 


Cr 


Kn x Gel il aa 1é 4 eC 
the broadcast of the Cotton Bowl 
| game out of Dallas, Jan. 1, over the 
| Mutual network Hookup will con- 
sist of from 75 to 90 station Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt is the agency: 
Texas A. & M. and Fordham are 
the bow] teams Mutual will later 
| the same-day carry the traditional 


cisco. 





WINN on Blue 


Louisville, Dec 
NBC has signed WINN, the 


Liic 


10. 
D. E. 


‘Plug’ Kendrick station atop the 
Tyler hotel. Local 100 watter will 
get Blue service Dec. 13. Station 


WAVE, town’s other NBC outlet, 
at present carries both NBC Red 
and Blue network programs, and it 
| is reported that present arrangement 


| 


| will continue, with WINN carrying 





| 
| 
' 


of 2,000 new 


East vs. West game out of San Fran- | 


went on the air early in the summer. | 


some Blue network programs not | 
available to WAVE. Town will be | 
| well serviced with network pro- | 


| grams, with WHAS, 50,000 watter a 
CBS basic station, and WGRC 


ing Mutual service 


ru 


Ccarry- 


-— 


~ You Meet Such Interesting People 


Before finally deciding on its present dramatic ‘Playhouse’ series in 
the Friday night spot for Campbell’s Soup, the Ward Wheelock agence 


considered a number of different kinds of shows, one of which « 
prestige variety series with Walter Winchell as m.c. 
offered such a spot, but sponsor, Jergens, refused to waive its excly 


sive contract. 


yah : 
Columnist wag 


According to the story, the idea of a variety show was in the nebu- 
lous stage when Wheelock himself 


N. Y., one night and immediately thought of him as headliner for 
a program. Winchell was on his way to the men’s washroom 
followed him, introduced himself and made 


later submitted to Jergens. 





saw’ 


Winchell in the Stork clu ), 
suct 


Wheelock 








. * 
nside Stufl—Radio 
WMCA, New York, sale to a group headed by Lifesaver-candyman Fid- 
ward Noble of the Thousand Islands and Connecticut, is for a reported 


consideration of $850,000. Donald Flamm had long asked $1,000,000, and 
more, of prospective purchasers, but there were no takers, 


| Twice sold and recaptured by Flamm, the FCC's recent frown 
| sort of deal now makes it likely that Flamm will depart for good one 
He 


the Commish okays the pending deal 


since 1925. 
the new ownership. 


Of many deals to acquire WMCA one of the most 
Bornstein 
the 


financing by Irving Berlin, Saul 
closeness to ASCAP led to the 


organization itself could hardly act. 
investment. 


report ety 
ding. While Berlin et ai. nad in mind an outiet for ASCAP musie t! 


Berlin's 


The name of Bayer’s aspirin 


1 
i 


Lifesaver manufacturer recently ran for 


Connecticut but was defeated. 


Recent broadcasts of Alice Due 
Lynn Fontanne have boosted the book into the best-sellers clas 


Miller's 


» 


on th 


has 


+ mentioned in 


been in and out of rad 


connection 


recent 


+ 
i 


» 


Was a three- 
and Francis Gilbert Their 
pertoi nance society was bu 


+ 


pariners 


the United States 


senate froi 


‘White Cliffs Dover’ 


¢ 
OL 


say 1 Was a privaie 


OV 


At the 


time Miss Fontanne first aired the poem the volume had sold only a tew 


copies. Since the actress read it 


on 


two different Sundays over NBC 


blue, sales have bounded sharply upward, more than 1,700 copies being 


sold in one day last week. 


Mrs, Miller may write a script for 


series. 


DuPont's 
It would be her first stint directly 
goes through with it depends chiefly on 


‘Cavalcade of Americ 
Ol rad 


Liberty magazine will publish weekly excerpts from radio scripts as 


new editorial feature. 


‘his is one of t 


e 


iir material for reprint purposes to date 


SHUDDERS AT 
SOAP SHOWS 


“i! CBS NEWS PARADE 
OF 40 UNDER WYLIE 


CBS will do its annual dramatized 


history of the year’s news Dec. 29, 


tabbing the show ‘Twelve Crowded 
Months.’ Max Wylie will supervise, 
replacing Paul White, 
rently in South America. Earl 
Gill will probably direct, with Mer- 
rill Rogers working on the script and 
Richard Hippelheuser, an AP editor, 
giving technical assistance. Prob- 
able that William Shirer, Eric Seva- 
reid and Edwin Hartridge, European 
correspondents, currently on leave 

the U. S., will participate in the 
broadcast, which Ed Murrovy 
tively slated 
from London. 


tentla- 


who is cur- 
Mc- 


to be short-waved in | 


Show will include 12 news stories, | 


the selection being made by a 
spaper editors through- 
out the country. Three of the edi- 
tors questioned apparently weren't 
too familiar with the calendar, list- 
ing the sinking of the Graf Spee, 
which occurred in 1939, among the 
1940 highlights. 





Rose Batons Martin 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 

Dave Rose, music director for the 
Don Lee network, batons the orches- 
tra for Tony Martin on his Wood- 
bury quarter-hour over NBC begin- 
ning Jan. 1. 

Deal with David Broekman chill 
over coin. 





ed 


poll | 


at Moose Jaw, Sask., when A. J 
Wickens, one time member of tl 
advisory committee to the Canadia 
2) 


f 


Rotarians, 
pernic 
maudlin 
oa 
These 


) 


ost conspicuous recognitions 


Regina, Sask., Dec. 10 


Soap operas took a verbal bea 


Mu 


sroadcasting Corp., 


in an address o 
Radio’ to Moose Ja 
described as ‘vicious a 
those ‘everlasting seria 
and i , 


plays 


and 


ous’ 
nmoral plays. 
were filth, and ve 


veiled if veiled at all, Wicker 


io. Whether she actually 
tincing time to do the writing 


1d 
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By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
| AUGHTER EARS ano |{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 “4/100 °/o pure 
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NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
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CAN YOU TOP TRIS? 
With Senator Ford, Harry Hershfield, 
Joe Laurie, Jr., Alois Havrilla 
Joke Quiz 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
WOR, New York 
At last a quiz that doesn’t make 
anvbody do any work except the 
three experts that get paid. The pur- 
of this program—and an ad- 


poses . 

mirable. civilized one—is to make 
people laugh. Not to educate them 
or 1.Q. them or trick them with 


slightly dishonest questions. And yet | Herlihy, 


the program possesses what all spen- 
sors seem to insist upon—a hook to 
pring the home audience into 
tact with the studio goings-on. 

The public provides the 
actor Peter Donald tells them, 
studio audience’s reaction 1s 
istered upon a laugh-meter. Where- 
upon the three guys with the 
memories fish down to bring up a 
joke on the same subject that can 
make the laugh-meter quiver at a 
higher point. The size of the cash 
prize is affected by the joke experts 
success or non-success. 

It’s an engaging half hour that pro- 
vided that expensive radio luxury— 
humor—at minimum cost and pro- 
duction headache. The public writes 
the script. Three lounge lizards from 
the Lambs Club wrestle with the 
problzm. It’s all easy-going, angled 
for giggles and very listenable. 

Land. 


jokes, 


‘LUCKYTOWN’' 
With Miller's Colorado Wranglers 
15 Mins.—Local 

COCO-WHEATS 

Daily, 9:15 a.m. 

WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 

Standing out 
hillbilly and other type music 
Dusty Miller's boys is the sharpness 
of advertising ‘hook.’ A ‘Luckytown’ 
(frequently several cities are 
bunched) is designated each day. 
Miller reading a selection ‘telegram’ 
from sponsor. 
a letter which must be postmarked 
bv 12 o’clock the same night, plus a 
label from cereal package, receive six 
silver-plated teaspoons. Nibbling to 
obtain a line on size and location of 
audience was effected via offers on 
Miller's sustainers for a time, of a 
radio and sets of teaspoons for mail- 
ings of bright sayings by children. 

Miller directs—some might say 
sledge hammers—his_ sales-contest 
talks at women. Sponsor on air has 
played for kids in past. Apparently 
cowboys have built an audience: 
leader talks about 1,800 photos he is 
to send requestees. 
a friendly, warming personality— 
much better talker than co-workers 
who tab some numbers. Turn is 
stronger on instrumental than vocal 
side. An announcer did an inept 
signoff on one salvo causht. Jaco 





‘LIFE GOES TO A PARTY’ 
| With Ed Herlihy 





25 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 


| Saturday, 11.35 p.m. 


| WEAF, New York. 


| mag, 


This one-timer based on the Doug 
Merseroy idea was broadcast Satur- 
day night (7) locally over WEAF, 
New York, by permission of Life 
which was covering the event 
for its ‘Life Goes to a Party’ depart- 
ment. Affair given by a group of 
debutantes for members of a cavalry 
unit about to leave for duty. took 
place at the Cafe Pierre, N. Y. Ed 
one of NBC's staff an- 


|nouncers, described proceedings and 


con- | 


the | 
reg- | 


mike for interviews. Latter were | 
too smooth to be impromptu, but 
didn’t sound too stilted. 

As a stunt, the show was passable 
|—_and it may get a_ photographic 
plug for WEAF when Life mag gets 
‘around to printing the feature. But 
as radio entertainment it was thin 


|most of 


brought various participants to the 


in delivered results, but a plausible 
idea. Party of the kind would prob- 
ably be of specialized appeal and 
its interest would be too 
visual to be projected over the air. 
Herlihy and whoever wrote the 
script did a good job, however, get- 


ARIETY 
NOEL 


COWARD 
Songs 


15 Mins. 
| 2 FC, Sydney 
| Arriving here Nov. 16 Noel 
Coward, at the invitation of the 
Federal government and to aid the 
Red Cross, hit the national airlanes 
the following day at a camp concert. 
Given a grand reception by the men 
in khahi, Coward showed 
to be a topnotch performer. 
In a_ strange land—just a few 
hours off the boat, Coward went into 
his numbers with an easy grace and 
made a definite click. Kidding a 
little here and there about his voice. 
Britisher opened with ‘Don’t Pu 
Your Daughter on the Stage.’ follow- 


himself 


ing with ‘Someday I'll Find You.’ 
|‘Has Anybody Seen Our Ship.’ ‘Any 
| Little Fish’ and ‘Mad Dogs and 
| Englishmen.’ 

| During his short period in this 
| centre, Coward will also do some 


airings over the major commercial 
hookups to aid the R. C., with spon- 
| sors giving a solid donation, and sta- 
tions providing free airtime. Coward 
should secure a bag of marbles for 
the Red Cross prior to boating back 
to the U.S. A. Rick. 


ting all the possible atmosphere and | 


color into the broadcast. 
those heard were a gal described as 
New York's leading deb, a couple of 
soldiers (one, named Phil Stern, 


| used to be an usher at ‘another net- | 
| work’), a gent named Randy Burke, | 


who was described in apparent ser- 


|iousness as New York’s Number One 
|Glamor Boy, the cafe proprietor, a 


| : 
| social 

cial 
| several assorted debs, some of whom , 


teacher-so- 
columnist and 


secretary-dancing 
fixed, a society 


| demonstrated singing pretentions. 


above the prairie, | 
by | 


Hobe. 


‘THE SOUTH TODAY’ 


{Round Table Discussion 
| 30 Mins.—Local 


Listeners sending in | 


He puts across | 











PRESENTED BY 


OD | 
TRADE-MARK 


Every Sunday 
Columbia Network 


4:30 p.m. E.S.T. 


COPYRIGHT 1946, THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 


* 


| 


Saturdays, 5:15 p.m. 
WAPI, Birmingham, Ala. 
Impromptu discussion on cultural 
and economic aspects of the present 
day South has built a following in 
a few weeks on the air. Two eco- 
nomics professors from Birmingham- 
Southern College go into a classroom 


‘bull session’ with two students, all 
airing views freely. 
Gab may. range from attempt 


made by Southern farmers to breed 
hardier stock to clothing worn by 
Scarlett O’Hara. No rehearsal pre- 
cedes the discussion and the opening 
observation mav and frequently does 
spring from the afternoon’s football 
game. 


Major interest in the program is 
furnished by students, who more 
often than not. become involved in 
heated argument and get tangled in 


a backwash of hastily drawn 
clusions. 


Program 


con- 


was conceived and _ is 


' directed by Stuart Mims. WAPI staff 


Case of Fraud.’ Series is based on 
the services of an old timer and 
young certified public accountant 
| serving in the modern business world 


|The young couple are named Johnny 





simplicity. Musical backgrounding 
sounded as if the sponsor had cut 
down that large orchestra’ with 
which Mark Warnow started the 
series. Incidentally, Miss Haves has 
| been criticised somewhat in radio} 
circles for not using scripts written | 
directly for radio ather than con- 
fining herself tc adaptat ons of stage 


producer and faculty member at 
| Birmingham-Southern. assisted by 
Dr. Emory Q. Hawk, economics pro- 
fessor. Wind. 
‘FACING THE FACTS’ 
With John Hicks. Reina Cassidy, 
Robert Hammock 
Dramatic Serial 
| 15 Mins.—Reeional 
TEXAS C.P.A. 
Thursday, 7:15 p.m. 
KABC-TSN, San Antonio 
From KNOW. Austin, thre h the 
Texas State Network come this 


series of stories based on the service 
performed by the certified public ac- 
countants. Series is being presented 
by the Texas Socie of Certified 
>ublic Accountants. It’s produced by 
Charlie Meade. man: of KNOW. 
and written by Elithe Hamilton 
Beale, script writer for Radio House 
of the University of Texa 


Title of broadcast caught was 


iver 


‘In 





and Mary. plaved by John Hicks of | 
station and Reina Cassidy of the Uni- 
versity of Te. Curt Club Old 
Timer’ is portrayed Robert H 
mock. a graduate of the University of 
Texas 

Series j b.4 t fi 
bits of stories told the y couple 
iby the old ner Group 
their parts well And 


AHHH +6664 4444 
+ 


: Follow-Up Comment 


PFHFFFFFFFSCHSOFCSCHSOGCEHOGHS 


+++ 


Helen Hayes made a creditable 
showing Sunday night (8) on her 
series for Lipton’s tea, teaming with 
Raymond Massey in a_ neatly-com- 
pressed adaptation of A. A. Milne’s 
stage success, ‘Michael and Mary.’ 
Play seemed much better suited to 
radio than some recent shows on the 


series and it offered the star a role 
better fitted to her personality and 
style. Under those circumstances. | 


+1) 


| she naturally turned in a scintillating 
| performance. 


Although he 

plainly cast against type as the 
mantic lead, Massey came across the 
air with persuasive sincerity and 


was 


plays. 


ro- | 


Among | 


‘IN ST. LOUIS THIS WEEK’ 

With Elliott Nugent, Julie Stevens, 
Alan Carney, Christina Carroll, 
Jerry Colt, Dukes Duford ,Frank 
Loebs and Bert Gardner’s Orch. 

| Songs, Talks and Band 
30 Mins.—Local 
HYDE PARK BREWERIES ASSN. 
Sunday, 2 p.m. 

| KSD, St. Louis 


Initialer of this 30-minute program 
| was Of a high standard and should 
|the sponsor, through the local 
| Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, be able to 
| keep it on the same high plane it 
‘should be tops among the few pro- 
grams originating in this burg. Bring- 
ine in the legit stars of ‘The Male 
Animal’ playing the American thea- 
tre, plus nitery entertainers and 
others provided good 


Hollywood; Miss Stevens a localite 
and grad of the St. Louis Little The- 
atre, chipped in with her experiences 
in legit; Alan Carney gave imper- 
sOnations of film stars and added a 
couple of good yarns, and Christina 
Carroll, a singer with a Bowes’ unit, 
uncorked some trilling. Jerry Colt 
from Steve Cady’s nitery, scored 
solidly as th m.c. 

Duford and Loebs are coaches of 
the varsity grid squads of St. Louis 
and Washington universities and 
they were corrale” to forecast the 
outcome of the annual game _ be- 
tween these two local schools, 
This game was a gala in St. Louis. 
The script injected some slick gab 
for the pigskin mentors to spout. 
Band sounds okay and the commer- 
cials are capably handled by Harold 
Grams who has a Bob Trout style 
of delivery. 

Program ‘< designed to tip off vis- 
itors in town and those who may 
come here what is on tap in the legit 


and talker houses, also sports events. 
nitery attractions, etc. all of thi 
Sahu. 


plugging beine cuffo. 


‘RUSSELL 


BOOK’ 
With Russell Bennett orchestra 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 
WOR-MUTUAL, New York. 
Arranger-composer Russell Ben- 
neit has grabbed a mammoth by the 
tail with this weekly 30-minute 
series Of original compositions 
arrangements. He’s not only com- 
posing and arranging the music for 
the show, but is conducting the 
orchestra and is writing and deliver- 
h own announcements and 


ing his 
commentary. As if that weren’t al- 


ready a back-buster, the program is | 


spotted opposite Jack Benny on NBC 
red (WEAF), Pearson and Allen and 
news from Europe on NBC blue 
(WJZ) and the foreign news round- 
up over CBS. Probably only a guy 
who'd survived a term in Hollywood 


could be coaxed into taking on such | 


an assignment. 

Last Sunday night's debut program 
offered three selections, two of 
which were original compositions 
and tne third a special arrangement 
for orchestra of a group of three 
Negro hymns. Original pieces were 
‘Great Flute Song,’ based on Hopi 
Indian musical themes, and ‘A 
Charlestown Rhapsody,’ a modern 
classical composition with strong 
inzz flavoring. As judged on the 
single hearing, the ‘Great Flute’ was 
the most interesting and enjoyable 
of the three offerings, but all were 
imaginatively and_ skillfully ar- 
ranged. Bennett's use of the orches- 
tru, including both his orchestrations 
and his conducting, was vividly ex- 
pressive. 

‘Note Book’ is a brutal task, both 
as to the volume of work it entails 
and as a competitor against Benny 
and the other current show. It’s ob- 
viously a question how long Bennett 
can continue dishing it out (and tak- 
ing it). But regardless of that, it’s a 
provocative and listenable show. 

Hobe. 


‘CHILDREN ALSO ARE PEOPLE’ 


, With Sidonie Gruenberg 
diversion. | 
Nugent told a couple of nifties anent | 


10 Mins. 

Sustaining 

M-W-F, 32:45 p.m. 
WABC-CES, New York. 

New three-a-week series of 10- 
minute educational programs is 
aimed as guideposts to parents for 
training their offspring. Opening 
stanza brought Sidonie Gruenberg, 


BENNETT’S NOTE 


and | 


METROPOLITAN OPERA 
‘Le Nozze di Figaro’ with Ezio Pinza, 
Jobn Brownless, Salvatore Bacca- 
loni, Elizabeth Rethberg, Licia Al- 
banese, Jarmila Novotna, Ina Pa- 
tina, Alessia de Paolis, Marita Far- 
rel, Ettore Panizza, Edward John- 
son, Lucrezia Bori, Mrs. August 
3elmont, Gladys Swarthout, Law- 

rence Tibbett, Olin Downes, W. S. 

S. Rogers, George A. Sloan, Mrs. 

Harcld Milligan, Milton Cross, 

Herbert Hoover. 

TEXACO 

Three hours, 45 mins. 

Saturday—2-5:45 PM 

WJZ, NBC, New York. 
(Buchanan) 

Sponsored for the first time in five 
years, the Metropolitan Opera Co. 
of N. Y.’s first broadcast of the 1940- 
41 season threw in everything in an 
effort to provide entertainment for 


its radio listeners. Eliminating for 
the moment the more “important 
|} side, the Opera itself, the intermis- 


sion periods, divided into three 
parts combined a saccharine period 


| of self-praise and thanks to the radio 


|} audience for 


which 
of ti 


its supporct, 
Belmont, 


in 


Mrs. August head 


|Met Opera Guild, Edward Johnso: 


general 
honorary 


manager, Lucrezia Bo 


chairman, George 


Sloan, president of the Met Ope: 
| Association, and W. S. S. Rogers 
president of the Texas Co., sponsors 
of the broadcast vied with one an- 
other in somewhat sloppy enthus- 
|iasm. Keynote of the speeches was 
Johnson’s remark that now in the 


|was the ‘People’s Opera,’ 


10th of the Met 
a phrase 
which has been gaining popularity 
at the house, but which realistically, 
signifies nothing. Rogers told of the 
great privilege afforded his company 
in being allowed to give the NBC and 


season broadcasts, 


|the Met $250,000 for sponsoring the 


} 


broadcasts, and intimated that this 
was the start of the recognition by 
American industry of the import- 


lance of furthering American music, 


| which 





ily asinine. 


was the 
year’s subsidy. 
The second intermission was more 
interesting with Gladys Swarthout 
Lawrence Tibbett, and Olin Downe 
music critic of the N. Y. Times con. 
ducting an ‘Information Please’ pre 
gram, with Milton Cross firing th: 
questions, most of which were faint 
Several bits of humoi 


‘purpose’ of this 


|; crept in, due mainly to the person- 


director of the Child Study Assn. of | 


America 
along the lines indicated in the title. 

Number of guest speakers are to 
appear on subsequent shows, includ- 
ing authorities on child training 


in a straight-away lecture | 


and in other fields. Among the future | @ ; 
|Swarthout always carried a stiletto 


spielers will be Dr. Benjamin R. 
Spoc!:, pedriatrics professor; Lanny 
Ross, interviewing a Boy Scout; H. 
E. Miller, toy designer and manu- 
facturer; Charlotte Adams, food edi- 
tor: Pauline Rush Fadiman, 
ren’s editor; Dr. Edward Liss, 
psychiatrist; Samuel Kaufman, radio 


writer; Marry Morris, child photog- 
rapher; Dr. Lawrence K. Frank, 
nsychologist:; Burton Lewis, of the 


Walt Disney organization; Murie 
King, dress designer, and Dr. Arthur 
Jersild, CBS child psychologist. 
That’s a lot of talk unless the for- 
| varied Hobe. 


mitta IS 


| when 


child- | 


1 | Herbert Hoover, 
lon the ‘American Way of Life.’ 


alities of the speakers, with Tib- 
bett remarking in response to a 
question that music critics never 


made mistakes unless they criticized 
him, and also in 
tion 


response to a ques- 
as to whether women singers 
were better musicians than men, re- 


plied that he was going to be gallant, 
as it was a 


known fact that Miss 
on the stage, and since he 
was to sing with her later in the 
season, he would take no chances. 
The program interlude -will per- 
sist weekly during the broadcasts 
and should prove entertaining for 
no other reason than the opportunity 
to hear the personalities Lastly 
Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, of the Na- 
tional Council of Women, introduced 
who spoke brieflv 
The 


|speech contained little that has m 
been said on the air, hundreds « 
(Continued on page 55) 
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| KLZ’s 


4 


DVO UGE 


* Population is thickest 
*® Buying is heaviest 
¥ Selling is most profitable 


KLZ’s intensified and directed power 
1s etching a new picture of radio efficiency 


Rocky Mountain region. 


/ 


and effectiveness throughout the Denver- 


Inside KLZ’s revised | 
93% of the population of eastern Colorado 
lives ... and eastern Colorado is where the 
bulk of the state’s population is concen- 
trated. where the bulk of the state’s busi- 






Coverage Is 


whervit Counti 


ness is transacted. 


By no means, however, is KLZ’s effec- 


established boundary. 


tive coverage hemmed in by this definitely 


For KLZ’s 


mail 


count brings regular response from points 


high up in the Rockies from consistent lis- 


teners in 


southeastern 


Wyoming and 


western Nebraska. 
KLZ offers a power that penetrates, a 


programming that pleases. Sponsors who 


/ 


2 mv contour 


are taking advantage of this combination 


are finding it a swift, sure means of gain- 
ing entrance to the homes of the Denver- 
Rocky Mountain area. 


. the places where 
their selling must be done. 
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40 RADIO MARKETS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 11, 1940 





National Spot Rises 8.3% in N. Y.; 
Auto Announcements Boost Total 


SEATTLE BALANCES ~ 





—¥+ 


National spot rose 8.3% i. Gotham, | 
with auto accounts contributing ani 
announcements. Local biz also added | Last Week’s Losers, Gainers Change 
a little weight, bringing the total | Places—Total Off 
rise to 4.4%. } 





WINS: Swedish Laboratories | Seaitle, Dec. 10. 
(Blondex Shampoos), through Ben- | Biz went into a reverse play here 
son & Dall, six 15-minute programs this time. Last week’s gainers found | 


weekly for 13 weeks; Roxy theatre, 
through Kayton-Spiero, fifty-word | 
announcements for ‘You'll Find Out’ 
and ‘Tin Pan Alley’; PM Newspaper, 
through Compton Advertising, 45 an- 


themselves in minus territory, while 
the erstwhile losers shouldered their 
| way into sunnier brackets. 


| Dec. 7 Compared to Nov. 30 | 

















nouncements for four days; Morris| Network Local National Total 
Plan Industrial Bank of N.Y., through Units Units SpotUnits Units 
Gotham Agency, six 50-word evening 5,805 10,356 780 16,941 
announcements, 10 weeks; The Com- 5,610 10,922 746 17,278 
pleat Collector, through Wallace H. +3.4% —5.2% 4 4.6% ; —19% 
Campbell, ‘Dorothy Wilcock — the, (Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 





New York Prowler,’ three 15 minute | 
programs weekly, 15-week contract; 
Jests, through Joseph Katz, 10 an- 
nouncements weekly, four weeks; I. 
J. Fox. Inc., through Louis Kashuck 
Agency, 70 announcements weekly, 
18 weeks; Ford Motor Co., through 
McCann-Erickson, 10 announce- 
ments: K. Arakelian, Inc. (Mission 
Beli Wines), through Firestone Adv. 
Service. 60 one-minute announce- ; 
ments per week, 51 weeks; Madison Denver, Dec. 10. 
Long Island Personal Loan Co.,| KFEL grabs the sales spotlight for 
through Klinger Advertising Corp.,|the week, with sales of 377 quarter- 
21 announcements weekly, 13 weeks; hours. The Monitor, free distribu- 
Strickler’s, Inc. (women’s apparel), | tion weekly, goes on the air sponsor- 
through Golde Advertising Agency, ing Jimmy Scribner's ‘Johnson Fam- 
24 announcements weekly, 13 weeks; | ily,’ over KFEL. Other sales limited 
Accordion Center, through Albert | to announcements. 

Frank-Guenther Law, one 15-minute| KFEL: Metropolitan Bible Church, 
program per week, 52 weeks; Air|six quarter-hours weekly, one year; 
Conditioning Training Corp., direct,| Denver Monitor, five quarter-hours 
twelve 15-minute programs weekly, | weckly, 13 weeks; Associated Denver 
13 weeks; E. G. Cohen (Clothiers), | Tailors, through Earl Vivan, daily 
through Friend Advertising Agency, | announcement service, one month; 


KFELS SALES 
LEADS DENVER 








10 announcements weekly, 52 weeks;| Broadway Department Store and 
Nathan Outfitters (Men’s Clothing),|Paramount Boot Shop, announce- 


through Lew King Agency, six one- 


ments; U. S. Drug, four announce- 
minute announcements weekly, 13 


ments a week in addition to present 


weeks; Servus Clothes (Men's service. 

Clothes), through Klinger Advertis- | KLZ: Holt-Chew Motor Co. 
ing Corp.. 18 one-minute announce- ‘through Bodkin agency, 104 spots: 
ments per week, 13 weeks; The 4 


First Industrial Bank, through Ball & 
Davidson, 26 announcements; Kay’s 
Credit Jewelry, through Raymond 
Keane, four announcements; Repub- 
lic Drug Co., through Raymond | 
|Keane, 11 announcements; Engle- | 
wood Junior Chamber of Commerce, | 
four spots; Robers Jewelry Co., | 
i\through Ted Levy, eight announcc- 
ments; Western Tri-State Council of | 


Brooklyn Amateur Hour’; | andere rag 
2 ee tre ] t , 10 an- 
Davega-City Radio, Inc., through Painting and Decorating 


cag er nouncements. 
Moser & Cotins, Inc., 30 announce- KOA: Manhattan Soap Co., through 
. c c c . 
1 s reekly, 3-wee act; | : a 
oe _ — ee — ati Franklin Bruck, 24 announcements; 
Sachs. Quality urniture, 52-wee Miller Furs, through Max Goldberg, 
renewal, half-hour program on Sun- 26 announcements. 
eal . ’ ) 

anys, ‘Three J.ittle Funsters’; Kanter | “__‘ 
Department Store, spot announce- 
ments, 52-week contract; Ideal 
Agency, through Sommers Associ- 
ates. two-minute announcements, 13- 
week contract: Empire Gold Buying 8,265 4,399 1,694 14.3 58 
Corp., through Friend Advertising | —0.5¢ +-1.4% —7.3% —0.7° 
Agency, 14 announcements weekly, (Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 
13-week contract; Crawford Clothes, | 7m ie 

Jim Healey’s half-hour ‘Review of 


through Al Paul Lefton Agency, 30 . sé 
announcements weekly, 52-week con- | the Week’ is now broadcast on WCY, 


Tailored Silk Undergarment Co., Inc. 
(Trillium Undergarments), direct, 
two one-minute _ station breaks 
weekly, 6 weeks; United Shoe Ex- 
change, direct, 30 announcements 
weekly, 52 weeks. 

WMCA: Michael’s Bros., 
Advertising Trade Service 
renewal, 
‘Fox 


through 
52-week 
one-hour program weekly, 





Dec. 7 C ompared | to Nov. 30 

Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,220 4,462 1,571 14,253 





tract; Dodge Motors, through Ruth- | Schenectady, for Peter Schuyler 
rauff & Ryan, one-minute announce- Cigars. Leighton & Nelson is the 
ments. agency. 


WNEW: Jests, Inc., through Joseph 
Katz, renewal, announcements, 17 
weeks: The Newspaper PM, through 
Compton Advertising, six half-m 
ute announcements daily. two weaken: 





United Shoe Exchange, through 
Klinger Adv. Corp., 10 minutes at 
‘Music Hall,’ five times weekly, 13 | 
weeks: Hennafoam Corp., through | 
Arthur Rosenberg Advertising, 
‘Dance Parade,’ 15-minute, six days | 
weekly: A. W. Pickett, Inc. (auto- 
mobiles ), direct, ‘Make Believe San. Los Angeles, Dec. 10 . 
eanen,’ 15-minutes. three tlenae There was not enough change in 
weekly. last week’s unit count to rate more 
— - . than passing mention. Most of the 
| Dec. 7 Compared to Nov. 30 categories stayed put and the aggre- 
Network Local National Total gate added up to less than one per- 
Urits Units Spot Units Units cent. New business also showed an 
195 11,612 8,527 20,334 inclination to string along with the 
195 A, 416 7,870 19,481 comparative table. 
ag +1.7% +8.3% +4.4% KHJ: Maurice Ball, furs, 39 an- 
a ;nouncements, through Nellie Walsh; 
No change. , nee! hs Central Chevrolet, 90 announcements, 
Yarn WHN, WMCA, WNEW, | through Stodel agency: California 
Federal Savings, 130 participations in 
. Norma Young’s ‘Happy Homes’; 
Dun Cigars’ WLW Show Helms Bakeries, 30 sabticiealiies in 
Cincinnati, Dec. 10. ‘Happy Homes.’ 

R. G. Dun cigars is sponsoring KFI: California) Grown Sugar 
series of Saturday night 15-minute Group, 78 participations in Agnes 
sports quizzers on WLW, which | White’s ‘California Kitchen,’ through 
started last week. Dick Bray con- Botsford, Constantine & Gardner; 
ducts the stanzas, originating in | Vick’s Cough Drops, 52 one-minute 
Emery auditorium among early ar- transcriptions, through Morse Inter- 
rivals for WLW’s weekly Boone | national; Coast Federal Savings, 195 


County Jamboree stage-and-air show. 
Prizes totaling $75 in cash go to con- 
testants, divided into two teams, each 
having two men and a woman. Broadway Department Store, 52 an- 
Program supplants the Saturday nouncements, through Lee Ringer. 
night San Felice sports broadcasts KECA: Knudsen Creamery. 27 
on WwW LW by Paul Jones, staff man. quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘Twilight | 


participations in ‘Art Baker’s Note- | 
book,’ Agnes White’s ‘Kitchen’ and | 
Bridge Club, through Robert Dennis; 


| all fall. 


| | times weekly to Mar. 29, 


KUTA TO UP POWER; 


SALT LAKE PURRING, 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 10. 


All stations here purring over 
heavy loads which have continued 
KUTA, after long wait, has 
been granted FCC permission to in- 
crease power from 250 watts day and 
night to 1000 watts, 
night also, Change of frequency is 


‘included in plans, from 1500 to 570, | 


but operation with new set-up is not 
expected before next June. 


lated by sale of two more KYDL 
produced shows. ‘The Gift Selector,’ 
Christmas participation show, is now 


scheduled four times per week, and | 





both day and Total Units Unchanged—Web Gains 


Local production is being stimu- units chalked up the only gain, 


Gen’ Mills, Goodrich to Air 41 
BB on KQW; Frisco Local Perky 


v —_——____—— 





DES MOINES | DORMANT 


San Francisco, Dec. 10. 
First baseball contract of the sea- 
son, to take effeet in April, gives 
KQW the General Mills-Goodrich 
Des Moines, Dec. 10. | Tire sponsorship of 175 Frisco Seals 
Little activity to report here. Web| games next year. Deal was set by 


, but|R. W. Stafford of Westco agency, 
both local and national spot dipped |which placed account on KGO 


under the line and held the total (NBC) last year. Understood NBC 
down to last week's low. | _|has plans to ratse the Blue outlet out 
Dec. 7 Compared to Nov. 30 | of the baseball class and wasn’t in- 


/ 
1.6% 


‘Sing Time’ with ‘By Woodbury,’ a| Network Local National = Total | ete this time. Switch is a nice 
KYDL four-year sustaining, now goes; Units Uniis Spot Units Units break or KQW and makes it a major 
out under sponsorship of Bintz &| 8,100 3,228 3,215 14,543 Sports outlet, having just completed 
Company, distributors of Recordio. 7,975 3,278 3,284 14,537 ptr ol a 7 ser gta are 
; 2 | +1.6% 15% —2.1% * .,|8ames (25 bankrolled by Associate 
Co., 10 five-minute programs; Home| * No change. U. S. Station also airs considerable 
2 aa (incluled: KRNT, KSO, WHO) basketball and track. 


Investment Corp., 52 fifty-word | 


nouncements; Crouch Delicatessen, 
26 fifty-word announcements; Felt 
Radio Co., 16 fifty-word announce- 
ments; Canada Dry Bottling Co., one | 
15-minute program and 20 fifty -word | 
announcements; Hotel Utah, 187 
fifty- word announcements; Hall- 
Rogers Restaurant, 13 fifty-word an- 
nouncements; Rock Castle Dinery, 52 
announcements; Family Kitchen 
Products, two participations weekly 


on ‘Inquiring Reporter’; Bon Marche, | 


one 15-minute program. 

KSL: Plymouth Motors, 
J. Stirling Getchell, eight one-min- 
ute announcements; Dodge Motors 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, series of | 
evening spot announcements; South- 
east Furniture Co., 
spots weekly for 52 weeks; 
Bay Fur Co., direct, 
programs. 

KUTA: House of Hopper, direct, 
26 spots; Radio Supply, Inc., direct, 
13 spots; Shipler Photos. direct, 52 
spots; Kay Typewriter Co., direct, 
26 spots: Auerbach Shoe Repair, di- 
rect, 300 announcements: Ross 
Jewelry Co., direct, 26 announce- 
ments: Barnett & Weiss Jewelers, di- 
rect, 26 15-minute newscasts: 
Sporting Goods. direct, 100 spots. 


through | 


Hudson | 
104 ten-minute | 





| 


15 fifty- word | | times 


|times weekly, through Newby, Peron 


Zinick | 


Dec. 7 1 Compared to Nov. 30 o | 
Network Local National Total | 
Units Units Spet Units Units 
7.661 2,760 629 11,050 
7,738 2,738 622 11,098 
—1% +0.8% +1.1% —0.4% 


(Included‘ KDYL, KSI, 


KUTA) 





WCAE, Pitt, Contracts 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10 


New biz reported last week by 
WCAE follows: 
Smith Brothers, station break six 


through J. 
D. Tarcher. 

Coca-Cola Bottling of Pa., 
Sam quarter hour five 
for 52 weeks, through 

Velan, Inc., six 
Polly Entertains 
Downing. 

Wm. H. Wise Co., one five-minute 
spot on Morning Express, through 
Northwest Radio. 

Cox’s, Inc., three 


Singing 
times weekly 
D’Arcy Co. 

participations in 
through Walker- 


shots on Morn- 


|ing Express, direct. 


L. A. Gains Picayune Sweetheart 
Scap Sponsors Newscasts on KNX 


Tales,’ through Heintz 
Mission Packing Co., 13 one-minute 
transcriptions, through Dana Jones; 
Baldwin Motor, 19 one-minute tran- 
criptions, through Dana Jones; Sla- 
vick Jewelry, 13 quarter-hour re- 
corded programs, through Advertising 
Arts; Flamingo Nail 


Pickering: 





NEE Another idea cooked up by Milt 
Samuel and Al Dinsdale has netted 
NEC a choice downtown Sherman & 
Clay music window. Twelve ani- 


mated rubber puppets synchronized 
to phonograph records and batoned 
GAINS - by an animated microphone, yodel 
carols before a six-foot radio framing 


iblowup of the proposed NBC build- 
ing. Foot-high puppets represent 
local faves. After Xmas, holiday cos- 
tuming will be discarded and unit 
will tour Sherman Clay stores in 
northern California and later will be 
set up on site of NBC's new building 
in special display booth. 

Sparks Soap has renewed its daily 





Chicago, Dec. 10. 
Units here continue to move at a 
\leisurely pace. Gains in both local 
and national spot biz were less than 
one percent, while the network fig- 
ure remained unchanged. 
WGN: Remington-Rand Co., even- 


stripper, ‘Sparks of Friendship,’ for 

ing station break announcement, five | |165 extra chapters. Written by Caryl 

weekly through Dec. 22, via! Coleman and waxed by Photo & 

| Franklin Bruck; Rubber Mfgs. Assn., | Sound, it’s released only in the mid- 
temperature reports, six days week- ! west. n 


ly, through Simpers Wal-|} Annual 


agency; Christmas Day Shrine 
green’s, seven announcements daily | Rally in War Memorial Opera House, 
through Dec. 24, via Schwimmer & | usually aired by NBC, goes to KFRC 
Scott; Blackstone Products, 15-min- | this year. It's for the New Year’s 
ute news period three time weekly, | day Charity East-West game which 


through Spector agency; Citrus Con- 


is aired by Mutual 
centrates Co., one announcement six 


arrange and m.c. 

KFRC: Mission Pak (candied fruit), 
through Dana-Jones, L. A., 14 one- 
minute spots: Chrysler Corp. (for 
Plymouth), through J. Stirling Get- 
chell. Detroit. 10 snots: Wm. H. Wise 
Co. (books), through Northwest Radio, 


Mel Venter will 


& Flitcraft. 
WBBM: Plymouth Division, Chrys- 
ler Co., time signal announcements 


for two-week period, through J. Stir- 
ling Getchell; Cadillac Motor Car 


Sales, five minutes six times weekly; | six five-minute spots: Southern Pa- 
Chicago Herald and American. spe-!cifie Railroad. through Lord & 
cial announcements, through Bozell | Thomas, 18 spots. 
& Jacobs. | KROW: Hale Bros. (dept. store), 
WJJD: Walgreen’s, schedule of 40; through Seeall. 26 snot Harry M. 
|50-word station break announce-|Shane (jewelry), through Philip 
j}ments, throuch Schwimmer & Scott; | Kurman. 12 spots —: 52 weeks: 
Community Motors, six 50-word an- | Peter’s Shoes, direct. spots week- 
nouncements weekly; Palace Cloth-|}y, 52 weeks: Gardner Nursery, 
ing Co., five minutes daily, through | through Nofthwest Radio, Seattle, six 
Harold Collen agency; Culinart Co.,! five-minute spots weekly, two weeks; 
six 50-word announcements, through | Krum Turkey Ranch (turkeys), di- 
Martin Pokrass agency; Studebaker | rect, 26 spots; Washington Market 
Co., three five-minute news periods (produce), through George Cum- 
weekly, through Roche, Williams & | mings, 10 spots; Household Magazine, 
Cunnyngham; Skrudland Photo Serv- | through Presba, Fellers & Presba, 
ice, 15 minutes daily, six times week- Chicago, five quarter-hours weekly, 
ly, through Newby, Peron & Flit- two weeks: Compagnie Parisienne 


Polish, 55 an- 
nouncements, through Milton Wein- 
berg. 

KFWB: Boos Bros. Cafeteria, 260 
participations in Tom _ Stodd: ‘d’s 
‘Bridge Club,’ through W. Aus) 
Campbell; El Modena Cafe, five quar- | 


ter-hour broadcasts weekly, 
‘Three Kings and 
Pacific Ice Arena, 
through Allied: LaBelle’ Tailors, 
‘even quarter-hour newscasts week- 
ly, indef, through Harry Landower. 
KNX: Sweetheart Soap, 13 


indef, of 
a Queen’; Pan 


120 quarter-hours. | 


five- | 


craft 


(perfume), through Northwest Radio, 
| WIND: Studemaker Corp., 21 five-'12 five-minute spots; Brent’s (iew- 
minute news’ broadcasts weekly, elry), direct, 18 spots weekly, four 
throuch Roche, Williams & Cunnyng- | weeks: Mission Sweater Shop. direct, 
ham; R. B. Clothing Co., five minutes | 12 spots weekly, four weeks: Asso- 
daily. through Auspitz & Lee: Klein ' ciated Stationers. direct. 12 spots 
Noodle Co., schedule of announce-'| weekly. four weeks; Lincoln Chester- 
ments, through Martin Pokrass field (furniture). direct, 18 spots 
agency; Bird Sykes Auto Co., eight weekly. four weeks; North American 
|announcements weekly, through Accident Insurance, through Frank- 
!Dave Bennet agency; Cadillac Motor jin Bruck. three five-minute spats 
Co., six announcements weekly: Mar- | weekly, seven weeks: Dr. Ross Dog & 
tin Oil Co.. six announcements week- | Cat Food. direct. six spots weekly, 52 
ly; House of Muscat Co., 21 announce- | weeks: Sun Vacuum Stores (vacuum 
ments weekly. cleaners), through Allied Advertis- 
~ Dec. 7 Compared to Nov. 30. | ing, three quarter-hours weekly four 
Network Local National Total weeks: einy arnt - maaan 
Units Units Syrot Units Units direct, one 30-minute studio proftal 
9 825 6.120 11.028 27.033 weekly, 10 wee ks; Tidewater Asso- 

9,825 6.066 11,010 96.90] Ciated Oil, thre ugh Lord & Thon 

10.907 10.7¢ 09.5% one football broadca sf 

- Dec. 7 Compared to Nov. 30 ! 
* No change Network Local National Total 
eaiecuaa wisn © taf 4 wach wecte Units Units Spot Units . ome 
Dennen 11,410 3.950 2.23 17,594 
11,225 3.557 2.656 17.438 

‘ : oe ! ¢ 59° 0.9 
WCAE, Pittsburgh Contr {16° 0 fll" cies. KPO: 

Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. | KSFO) 


New biz reported last week by | enemies 
WCAE follows: Turkeys As Radio Biz 
Compagnie Parisienne, 10  five- i ' 
minute spots, through Northwest | At KROW A Oakland, Cal. 
Radio Agency. | San Francisco, Dec. 10. 
Hardy & Hayes, daily station KROW developing a new source of 


breaks for two weeks, direct. 
Wilkens Co., three station breaks 
weekly for one month, direct. 
Smith Brothers, daily station break 


Krum Turkey Farm 
heretofore an ex- 
account, finally 
and threw 


biz—turkeys. 
in Castro Valley, 
clusive newspaper 
yielded to ether pressure 


mi rscasts “oug anklin ! . ‘ its i “ation into radio this 
rea. newscasts, through Franklin ‘to Feb. 28, through J. D. Tarcher. \its entire allocat 
é season. 
wht Jo rts 3 S y Sta- ns 1S 
; — 7 Compared to ‘Nov. 30 — John M. Roberts Sons, daily sta Spots required special instruction 
i ot : | tion break for six weeks, through for reaching the out-of-the-way loca- 
Network Local National Total |F. A. Ensign. ltion 15 miles from Oakiand, but bait 
Units Units SpotUnits Units Equitable Sales, one-minute spots | of buying direct from farmer at five 
12,424 8,621 2,272 23,317 five times weekly for three weeks, cents per pound less doubled pre 
12,206 8,646 yA aed 23 169 direct. ous year’ s sales, acc ordi ing y eins ra 
1.8 : pr we f ' +0 ni Chevrolet Co.. three 50-word an- received by Phil Lasky, SHU’ 
included: 1CA Kil, ‘WB, IN hid, . 
res . KNX) eo inouncemeénts, direct. chief. 


2 . — 
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MARKS’ $1,250.0 





—_-e 


INEXCUSABLE 


Legitimate discussion of the dance orchestra’s business inter 
est in the ASCAP-BMLI fight is one thing. Cheap pubicity is 
another. And it is under the heading of cheap pubicity that 
bandleader Russ Morgan’s telegram last Friday to the Presi- 
dent of the United States belongs. ‘This message was sent from 
San Francisco and suggested that WPA funds be allocated to 
pay for ASCAP music in heu of the disputed terms the broad- 
casters vyon't accept. 

There have been some snide cracks on both sides of this in- 
tensely personalized and embittered quarrel but for sheer bad 
taste and tactlessness sending such a telegram to the head of 
the nation is perhaps the leading bit of nonsense so far noted 
by VARIETY, 


The suggestion of using taxpayers’ money for this purpose, 
even ina publicity gag, is an affront to both radio and ASCAP. 
It cheapens the cause of the dancemen by raising a perfectly 
plausible suspicion that some of them may be more interested 
in doing the spectacular and the breath-taking sort of thing for 
possible press mentions than in making constructive contri- 
butions to a complex subject. 

Ponder the effrontery of this amazing telegram: Putting 
ASCAP—by implication—on the public relief rolls. Ugeggh! 


DHD 





Supreme Court to Probe Anti-ASCAP 
Laws of Nebraska and Florida 


—_—____—— + 





Washington, Dec. 10 
Validity of the Nebraska statute 
Society of 
Authors and Publishers 
will be reviewed by the VU. S. Su- 
preme Court, which also has been 


Marks Got $85,000 


Ed Marks’ firm only got $85.- 
000 as its share of the ASCAP 
coin in 1939 which was the major 


aimed at the American 


Composers, 


asked in cross-appeals to ogle the reason for the disaffection from 
litigation between Tin Pan Alley 
and the State of Florida. The modet 
statute of the sort inspired by the 
broadcasting 


the Society, as detailed herewith. 
Some of the other major firms 
collected as follows: 
Harms, $166,819. 
Robbins, $131,000. 
Feist, $130,000. 
Berlin, $126,792. 
Chappell, $115,300. 
Shapiro-Bernstein, $115,000. 
Witmark, $109,000. 
Remick, $104,000. 
Mills, $96,600 
Fischer, $96,500. 
Schirmer, $94,000. 
Famous, $64,300 
Crawford, $56,900. 
asting and performing rights rpc Ae ptagy . 
The decision cannot be expected Ager-Yellen, $36,000. 
a, es 7 $99 767 
however, until February or March _— Fox, woven 
and cannot have any direct bearing Paramount, $26,300. 
on the present row about radio use 


industry is to be ex- 
amined in response to pleas from the 
Nebraska law-enforcement officers. 

Noting ‘probable jurisdiction,’ the 
supreme court agreed to hear op- 
posing attorneys later this term on 
the legality of laws enacted in order 
to break up alleged music monopoly. 
Futile attempt was made by ASCAP 
to narrow the issue to a mere ques- 
tion of legal procedure, so the 
whole question is up for what may 
be one of the most important 
handed 


broadc 


down in connection with 





2000.00 
AE IF A ofl 


E. B. Marks Music Corp. Got 
$85,000 Yearly From 
ASCAP and Another 10 
or 15 Grand Might Have 
Kept Him in Line 


Wt 








M-G IN, FOX STILL OUT 
By ABEL GREEN 

Perhaps a $15,000 annual differ- 
ential would have saved the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers its strongest blow 
to date in the fight with the broad- 
casters. 


per annum dividend which the firm 
felt it merited, on the strength of 
its 15,000 copyrights, in order to 
put it on a parity of income with 
other topflight music publishers, that 
firm would not have made the deal, 
as it did on Saturday (7), with 
Broadcast Music, Inec., whereby 
Marks is 
year, for five years, and will prob- 
ably run to $250,000 a year aver- 
age. * 


If Edward B. Marks Mu- | 
sic Corp. were granted the $100,000 


guaranteed $200,000 per | 


00 BMI DEAL 





—+ 


Dancemen Decide N.A.B. Not Likely 


To Respond to Peace Qvertures 





— Miller’s Rebuttal 


In answering the bandleader’s 
report of vesterday (Tues.), 
Neville Miller, NAB prez, de- 
clared that the committee seemed 
to have ‘misunderstood the 

| issue.” Miller claimed that he 
| had told the committee that if 
|} ASCAP withdrew its new con- 
tract and made a firm proposal, 
predicated upon the principal of 
per program basement, properly 
ratified by the ASCAP _ board, 
then NAB would consider enter- 
ing into negotiations. Miller 
cited a letter, which he said he 
addressed to Waring Oct. 31, ad- 
vancing such proposition. 
Miller’s statement made refer- 
ence to Waring’s membership in 
ASCAP as writer and publisher, 
and the fact that his manager, 


| 
| 


Johnny O’Connor, was on the 
| ASCAP board. Despite these 
| connections, Miller said he 
| realized that Waring tried to 
| treat the issues as unbiasedly as 
possible. 








SOUTHERN T0 


The broadcasters also have an op- | 


tion to buy Marks’ firm and his 28 
subsidiary units at the end of five 
years for a consideration in excess 
of $1,000,000. BMI in addition com- 


;pensates attorney Julian T. Abeles 


1 


who negotiated the Marks deal. 
Too late all last week, following 
VariETY’s exclusive that attorney 
Abeles virtually had the Marks 
catalog sold to BMI, did the other 
board members of ASCAP endeavor 
to sway Marks back into the ASCAP 
fold, with a promise of giving him 
‘extra’. consideration, boosting his 


| present $85,000 annual income to the 


$100,000 mark he originally figured 
he was worth. But the deal had been 
agreed upon in principle for weeks, 


| having been incepted six months ago 


by Abeles, at about the same time 


,that Abeles, who is also copyright 


counsel for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
and 20th Century-Fox, had been 
working on a $7,000,000 deal for the 
sale of Metro’s Robbins, Feist and 
Miller Music catalogs to BMI. 
Metro Renewing ASCAP 
Offsetting the Marks schism—and 
a blow it is to Tin Pan Alleyites 
s the assurance to ASCAP that 
David Bernstein, the Inc.- 


Metro v.p. and treasurer, and also 


Loew’s, 


(Continued on page 42) 


- REMAIN ASCAP 


Despite yesterday’s publicity in the 
dailies, BMI has not got Southern 
Music Co., Ralph S. Peer’s 
U. S. publishing firm, which remains 
in ASCAP. What BMI already had 
was Peer’s Mexican publishing sub- 
sidiary, and a 
last week, dated Dec. 5, with the 
|American Performing Rights So- 
city gives BMI the rights to the 
United Publishing Co. This is the 
unit that publishes the ‘Carter Fam- 
ily’ and other hillbilly stuff. 


Peer’s complicated music setup 


under APRS, which he set up some | 


embraces Peer Interna- 
Music and United 


time ago, 
tional, Southern 
Publishing. 

BMI's deal with United adds con- 
siderable hillbilly stuff, but excepts 
janything already controlled by 
ASCAP. 


Al Kavelin and _ his orchestra 
played at Homer Nightingale’s 
Cocoanut Grove, Toledo, the first of 
a series of name bands booked for 


| that spot. 


major | 


subsequent contract | 





of the ASCAP catalog. 





The Florida law was laid on the 
supreme court doorstep in appeals 
by both the Society and. the State 
authorities. With the 
unprinted, detailed 


papers stil 


arguments and 


contentions were unknown but it 
generally was understood ASCAP 


A carry y¥ OF its atta i 


~ 


S€ 


lication for its pioneer effort in 1937 
Present briefs in the N 
N ao t go ) ar : 
the £ y of the la € ) 
n the gr é 
irantees ) e »S 
So f: the p 





raised in the hope of 
supreme court review. 
granted as a matter of right. since 
the prior round was staged before |] 
a special three-judge Federal tri- ]] 
bunal headed by Circuit Court Jus- |! 
tice Archibald K. Gardner. 

The special court held the whole 
law falls because of the impossibility 
of severing the section which re- 
quires the price to be printed on 
every piece of sheet music and for- 
bids any additional fees or attempts 
to collect royalties from public per- 


tOrmances, 





Noel Coward was all set to record || 
+h pmiine wm r | 
tne vocal of ‘The Last Time I Saw 


the _ P noe ana clear | 
(by Jerome Kern and Oscar ff 
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Hammerstein, 2d) with Leo Reis- 


‘ 
t 
man’s band for Victor, but he had 
to sail for Australia. Reismen waxed 
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Report condemning the tactics of 
the networks and the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters in 
ent controversy with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers was adopted at a meet- 
ing of band leaders at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., yesterday (Tuesday). 
The report was submitted by a com- 
mittee of leaders, with Fred War- 
ing as chairman, that had been se- 
lected a couple months ago to ate 
tempt to bring the contending fac- 
tions together for a basic discussion 
of their differences. Afier making 
the report the committee became of- 
ficially dissolved. About 100 leaders 
attended the meeting. 
| The report, in outline. reviewed 
the procedure followed by the lead- 
ers’ committee in finding out just 
what issues prevented a_ peaceful 
‘settlement and charged: 
| 1. That Neville Miller, NAB prez, 
chose to ignore the committee after 
he had allegedly agreed to arrange 
,a conference with ASCAP if the lat- 
,ter would consent to negotiate on a 
a per program payment basis and 
such consent had been obtained 
|from the Society’s spokesmen. Also 
|that Miller and ‘a committee’ had 
jat the original meet endorsed the 
principle of payment at the source, 
suggesting that the technicalities on 
this angle could easily be adjusted. 
| 2. That radio by controlling 
America’s active musical copyrights, 
as well as the channels through 
'which they are popularized, would 
be able to direct the commercial and 
cultural future of the nation’s mu- 
sic. That through ‘these agencies 
the continued presentation of count- 
less thousands of America’s favorite 
| standard compositions could be sup- 
pressed, while the activity of the fu- 
ture creations of American compos- 
ers could be controlled and the pub- 
lic performance of their music could 
be exploited, restrained or regulated 
regardless of the musical taste of the 
American public or the desires of 
the radio advertisers.’ 

( 3. That radio could ‘likewise stifle 
or stimulate the professional popu- 
larity of American musicians and in- 
terpreters at will, through thei: title 


the pres- 


to public performance rights of cur- 
rently active American music, the 
sole essential element upon which 


dance band leaders depend for their 
livelihood.’ That by means of this 
control radio will be in a position 
to make or break a name oO! 

4. That the 
to capture threatens the cultural 
welfare of the American public, if 
not the eventual destruction of 
America’s popular music culture, 

Doubts Any Benefits 

The report closes with the follow- 
ing statement: 

‘Our committee has concluded that 


chestra. 


control radio seeks 


a continuation of its efforts to bring 
the principals together would be fu- 
tile, since it seems obvious that the 
pokesman for the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcaste has definite- 
ly determined to prevent such meet- 
ng taking place. Since ASCAP has 
ec vith unquestioned nce! 

( tiate on a friend] and 
nce he accredited representative 
of the ra » intere ( ted 
ne ch de é ) ¢ ght 
nterest in the pli f f es 

eade d n erpreter 

(anc nee it eF en 
ttle < col f t he 

radio ise! I |} vs 
all the bills), we believe the olution 
of this most perplexing problem will 


depend solely on radio listeners at 
large.’ 

The other leaders signaturing the 
report were Eddy Duchin, Johnny 
Green, Nathaniel Shilk: 

Davis and Ben Cutler. 





Madriguera on Victor 


Enric Madriguera ‘band has been 
gned to a term contract by Victor. 


aus 
Outfit fills the gap in that company’s 


Latin ues left by the shift of 

Xavie Cugat to Columbis It 

amounts to a switch because 
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Only ASCAP Music in Loew Houses 





All Loew theatre stage show house managers, and subsequently acts, 
bands and agents, were notified some months ago that only ASCAP or 
public-domain music would be permitted to be played in Loew’s 


houses. According to Loew’s, how 
the BMI-ASCAP tiff. 

Irving Greenfield, of Loew’s legal 
a safety gesture to prevent suits 


which the houses have no specific permission to play. 


ever, this had nothing to do with 


department, explains the order as 
against Loew's theatres on music 
Ail Loew’s 


houses are licensed by ASCAP and it’s possible for a writer or pub- 
lisher of a non-ASCAP tune to sue if his or their number is played 


without permission. 


As reported on Page 1 of this issue, Metro’s three music pub firms 


will renew with ASCAP. 











president of the subsidiary music | 
firms, that Robbins, Feist and Mil- 
ler will renew with ASCAP. (De- ! 
tails thereof under a special story 
on Page 1). It’s no secret that the 
Metro-Robbins-Feist-Miller break- 
away from ASCAP might well have 
proved the undoing of the Society, | 
and it is for this reason that the 
Loew-Metro people were given spe- 
cial assurances by ASCAP to keep 
them within the fold. | 

Marks and ASCAP have been at 
continual loggerheads through the | 
years, Abeles as recent as two 
years ago, starting a New York! 
supreme court action to force the | 
Society’s classification committee to 
reappraise Marks’ valuation § in 
ASCAP. Periodically, the veteran | 
Ed Marks (with his’ brothers 
Mitchell and Max, and son, Her- 
bert) have gone before ASCAP with 
beefs on classification and won 
grudging increases, so that his last | 
average yield from ASCAP was | 
around $85,000. He thought he be- | 
longed in the $100,000-per-annum 














Marks Firm Founded 1894 


| 





Edward B. Marks’ firm was 
founded in 1894 by Joe Stern 
and Marks, and was originally 
Joseph W. Stern & Co. until the 
Marks Corp. name displaced it 
in 1920. 

Besides E. B. Marks, there are 
his brothers Max and Mitchell 
Marks, and Herbert, son of E. B., 
as executive heads of the com- 
pany. 








group, as a No. 1 music firm, in view 
of his wealth of copyrights (but 


many of which were disputed within | 


ASCAP), the worth of his perform- 
ances, usages, etc. 

Only 10 firms have a higher avail- 
ability rating in ASCAP _ than 
Marks’. He has always classed his 
catalog as equal in value to any one 
in this 10 except Harms. The top 
firms outside of Harms are rated at 
5,500 availability points, Marks has 
4,500 points. 

Marks’ Special Catalog 

Marks is perhaps the only firm 
that could have effected such a deal 
with BMI, since many of the old 
works are from sources with little 
or no strings attached to them. In 
other words, the Lehar, Fall, Straus 
and kindred stuff was composed by 
them before they joined any foreign 
societies which, in turn, subsequently 
effected treaties with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. 
present-day American ‘name’ song- 
smith but who, in those days, were 


non-ASCAP members so that their | 


works are net restricted. This in- 
cludes one song by Irving Berlin, 
although that songsmith has since 


reassembled and reclaimed all his 
works to his private and personal 
ownership, so Marks has no strings 
there. But the Marks catalog, for 
example, does include stuff first 
written by Gene Buck, president of 
ASCAP, long before there was an 
ASCAP; or by Deems Taylor, an 
ASCAP board member, and likewise 
composed by him before he ever 
joined the Society; Richard Rodgers 
and Lorenz Hart’s first Broadway 
musical, ‘Garrick Gaieties,’ when 
they were just out of Columbia Uni- 
versity, and others. 
The Marks deal, 


besides the 


straight $200-$250,000 annual guar- | 


antee, also includes orchestrations, | 
transcriptions, ete., which BMI must | 
buy from Marks. 

It also works out, according to 
Abeles, that 85-90% of the catalog is | 
wefree and clear, and can be im-| 
mediately performed. BMI will cata- | 
log 6,000 of the 15,000 Marks’ num- | 
bers pronto and be almost in 
position to forget its ‘PD’ stuff. 
(‘public domain’ songs), and instead ' 
concentrste on Marks standards, giv- 
ing them 1941 lyrics and arrange- 


Marks-BMI Deal 


Continued from page 41 


|Music Co., 


Same goes for many a | 








ments, plus the other new BMI pop 
stuff. In fact, it’s theorized that 
BMI will diminish its song exploita- 
tion methods to date, and concen- 
trate on more substantial catalogs 
like Marks and perhaps other acqui- 
sitions. 
Sam Fox Still Unrenewed 

Attorney Abeles is working on 
other ASCAP holdouts. The most 
important of these is the Sam Fox 
which hasn't renewed 
with the Society. There are a couple 
of much smaller ones. Whether Fox 
will bolt ASCAP for BMI is conjec- 
tural. Marks is the first major 
ASCAP firm to go over to BMI. 
Ralph S. Peer, of Southern Music 
Co., long an ASCAP belligerent, sold 
only his Mexican catalog to BMI, but 
renewed Southern with ASCAP. 


| Otherwise, every ASCAP publisher- 


member has been long since re- 
newed; also all the ASCAP writers. 


A report that Mills Music, Inc., de- 
spite its renewal with ASCAP five 
months ago, has been entertaining a 
possible BMI affiliation, stil] is in the 
air. How this could be legally pos- 
sible is so much grapevine conversa- 
tion, except that there was palaver 
that Mills’ attorney could go into 
court and squawk that since ASCAP 
is accused of being a ‘monopoly,’ he 
didn’t want his client to continue 
being part of such an allegedly ille- 
gal group. Whether shifting from 
;}one music copyright pool into an- 
|} other would solve the situation is 
| something for further masterminding 
to dope out. [Jack Mills stated last 
week that these feelers had gone 
cold long ago.] 

However, 
are by no means defeatist in attitude, 
| despite the Ed Marks breakaway. 
They do feel, however, that perhaps 
the biggest mistake in this battle 
with the broadcasters was not the 
question of whether it should be 


$4.000,000 a year from radio, or $7,- | 
000,000, but the fact that BMI was | 


permitted to come into being. 

Obviously, the setting up of a com- 
petitive music society can, if suffi- 
ciently built up, conceivably cut 
deeply into ASCAP’s value as a mu- 
| sic copyright pool. Whether there is 
|a legal angle in that the broadcast- 
|ers thus become both a buyer and 
seller of music is, of course, another 
optimistic note the old-line music 
men cling to. But that’s up to the 
courts to adjudicate. 





| 


ASCAP For elgn 


- Relations Group 


| 


Foreign relations committee of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers at a meeting 
last week took under advisement to 


take the initiative tc organize 
a Pan-American union of _ per- 
forming rights societies. Suggested 


for the task of touring Latin-Amer- 
ica and discussing this project with 
native performing rights groups is 
Dr. Jean Geiringer, Austrian refu- 
gee now in this country. Dr. Gei- 
ringer was associated with th: Aus- 
trian performing rights. society 
(AKM), servec as second of the 
third Confederation of World Per- 
forming Rights Societies and was 
connected with the Portuguese so- 
ciety. 

Also considered by the foreign re- 
lations committee were accountings 
received from European societies of 
uses made during 1939 of the works 
of ASCAP members. It usually takes 
ASCAP about six months to tabulate 
these accountings and distribute the 
shares due its various members. 


the ASCAP music men | 


Eyes Pan-Amer. 


MRS. BALL SUES ASCAP 





Nature of Action Presumed to Be 
Bigger Royalty Cut 





Maud Lambert Ball, widow of 
Ernest R. Ball, has started an action 
in the N. Y. supreme court against 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers which has 
that organization puzzled as to the 
sudden inspiration. Her counsel ap- 
plied to this court Monday (9) for 
permission to examine Gene Buck, 
ASCAP prez, so that she may frame 
a complaint against the Society. 
Ball, a composer member of ASCAP, 
died May 3, 1927, leaving his estate 
to his wife, which she claims in- 
cluded the rights to 275 songs. ¥ 

Mrs. Ball has not in her ps2lim- 
jnary move made clear the naeure of 
her proposed action, but tke indi- 
cations are that she wil] seek a 
greater share of royalties than has 
heretofore been allotted her. 


MANY MARKS 
TUNES ARE BY 
ASCAPITES 


Of 15,000 musical compositions in 
the E. B. Marks deal, many are au- 
but it’s claimed that they were writ- 
ten either before these songsmiths 
| became members of the Society, or 
'came members of the Society, or 
| that they hold no proprietary rights 
|in the works, leaving Marks’ tunes 
| free-and-clear of any legal claims 
‘for BMI us@. Among the ASCAP 
| writers represented in the deal are 
|songs by ASCAP president Gene 
| Buck, Sigmund Romberg, Rodgers 
and Hart (their first Broadway mu- 
sical, ‘Garrick Gaieties,’ before they 
joined ASCAP), Jerome Kern, 











| George M. Cohan, Otto Harbach, Ar- | 


thur Schwartz, Walter Donaldson, 
Al Dubin, Gus Kahn, Gus Edwards, 
Joe Howard, Cole and Johnson, 
Benny Davis, Deems Taylor (on the 
ASCAP board), L. Wolfe Gilbert 
| (ASCAP’s Coast rep), Harry Arm- 


\strong, Al Bryan, Xavier Cugat, 
Peter deRose, Fred Fisher, Clare 
| Kummer, Eddie Leonard. 


lso Harry B. Smith, Robert B. 
| Smith, Abner Silver, Jimmy Walker 
(former Mayor of New York), 
Charlie Tobias, Con Conrad, Regi- 
'nald deKoven, Anatol Friedland, 
Hengy Hadley, Silvio Hein, Gustav 
Kerker, George V. Hobart, Lew Pol- 
lack, Ring Lardner, Hugo Riesen- 
feld, Ballard Macdonald, Harry Car- 
|roll, George Rosey, James J. Thorn- 
|ton, Ren Shields, Paul Dresser, A. 
| Baldwin Sloane, Alfred Solman, 
| Dave Stamper (Buck’s collaborator 
lin several Ziegfeld ‘Follies’), Mabel 
| Wayne, Sam M. Lewis. 

European and Latin Composers 
Non-ASCAP name composers 
| (chiefly foreign, of Continental or 
| Latin - American school) include 
|Franz Lehar, Emmerich Kalmann, 
|Osear Straus, Paul Lincke, Robert 
| Stoltz, Leo Fall, Victor Hollaender, 
Heinrich Reinhardt, Ernesto Lecu- 
ona, Moises Simons, Eliseo Grenet, 
Gonzalo Riog, Eduard de Nuentes, 
Maria Grever, Juan C. Cobian, Car- 
|los Gardel, Augustin Lara, Gienzalo 
'Curiel. Alfonso E. Oteo, Hemri 
| Christine, Leon Jessel, Askar Geiger, 
|Rudolph Nelson, Charles Trenet, 
Vincent Scotto, Leo Daniderff, E. V. 
Malderen, G. H. Rodriguez, Eduard 
Bianco. 


Productions 


! Musical comedies and operettas in 
ithe Marks catalog: ‘Sari,’ ‘Spring 
Maid, ‘Chu Chin Chow,’ ‘Waltz 
|Dream,’ ‘Garrick Gaieties,’ “The 
Time, the Place and Girl,’ ‘Lilac 
Domino,’. ‘Modest Suzanne,’ ‘Red 
| Moon,’ ‘Red Feather,’ ‘Happyland,’ 
| ‘Isle of Spice,” ‘Madcap Princess,’ 
' ‘Mocking Bird,’ ‘Gay Hussars,’ ‘Rose 
'Maid,’ ‘Frasquita,’ ‘Moonlight,’ 
| ‘Nancy Brown,’ ‘Beauty Spot,’ ‘Lit- 
‘tle Miss Charity,’ ‘Peter Pan,’ “The 
Siren,’ ‘Student King,’ ‘Winsome 
| Winnie.’ 


Morris Is Reelected 


Edwin H. Morris was re-elected 
president of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association at a meeting 
of the organization’s board of direc- 
|tors last week. Only new electee 
| was Dick Murray, of Famous Music 
| Corp., as secretary. 











Others re-elected were Lester 
'Santly, v.p, and Jack Bregman, 
i treasurer, 


Highlights of Marks-BMI Deal — 





day requirements, 


rights first will be adjusted. 


performing rights societies. 


ownership of the copyrights. 


story). 


Some 15,000 copyrights went with the deal. 
cataloged and will be made available immediately for broadcast usage, 
New arrangements and new lyrics re being turned out to ft present- 


Already 6,000 have been 


Only 85-90% of the catalog is held to be entirely free-and-clear of 
possible claims, hence the remaining 10-15% is being deferred until 
all rights are cleared. Renewal rights will also be in the doubtful 
classification and where, if any doubt exists, the writers’ performing 


BMI is setting up a special royalty accounting system to take care of 
the writers of all these tunes for the performances, although it is 
claimed that technically, since E. B. Marks owns most of the basie 
copyrights in their entirety, there is no necessity therefor, 

Edward B. Marks Music Corp. embraces 28 other subsidiary affiliates, 
many of them belonging to the Mexican, Cuban and/or Argentine 
Since BMI already has or will shortly 


have exclusivity with these societies, through ASCAP renewals lapsing, 
that clears the way for radio usage in America. 

ASCAP writers-members in the Marks catalog usually placed their 
songs with that firm before joining ASCAP. Attorney Julian T. Abeles, 
who promoted this deal, contends that the writers only have a 50% 
interest in the performing rights (money value) and nothing in the 
basic copyright, which is wholly owned by the music publisher. 
thermore, this 50% interest was consummated last year, and antedated 
to 1937. The Songwriters Protective Assn. desperately sought and lost 
out in the fight to include the phrase, ‘Tenants in Common,’ in the 


Fur- 


Marks guarantees nothing to BMI on copyright infringements. This 
was the lone hitch that stalled an earlier possible deal with Metro’s 
three music firms, Robbins, Feist and Miller, and BMI (see page 1 


- 














|ceivable that ASCAP may have to 
| increase its income from other chan- 
| nels, should it prove unsuccessful in 
‘its battle with the broadcasters. A 
‘tilt in the per-seat, per-theatre, per- 
year licensing fee i: one possible 
|source of added income. It’s now 
|10c per seat. There are other ‘X’ 
considerations, but rot disclosed. 

It’s known also that David Bern- 
| Stein, v.p. and treasures of Loew’s, 
Inc., and the active supervisory head 
the Robbins-Feist-Miller Music 
subsidiaries, had been consulted by 


of 


stressed how 
America would be sore at Loew’s 
‘and Metro and Bernstein is known 
to be sympathetic to the songsmiths’ 


cause. 
Almost a Deal 


On the other hand, a desired $7,- 
000,000 outright purchase deal for 
the three firms was whittled down 
by attorney Julian T. Abeles, Metro 
copyright counsel, to $4,350,000 and 
was on the eve of consummation 
some weeks ago, long before the 
Marks deal, when a last-minute hitch 


about copyright infringement ‘war- | 


ranty’ stalled it. William S. Paley, 
president of Columbia Broadcasting 


System, was all set to signature the | 


papers with Bernstein when that 


factor cropped up. 

Subsequently Metro wanted $500,- 
000 per year for 10 years ($5,000.,- 
000 altogether) to license its music 
to radio, away from ASCAP, but 
BMI only wanted to close a five-year 
pact, since all its deals are scheduled 
on that basis 


Metro’s three firms today aver- 
age a $300,000 yield from ASCAP. 


It’s said that Robbins, Feist and Mil- | 
ler expend $500,000 for professional | 


exploitation so that it costs these 
three firm $200,000 annually to main- 
tain its prominence, making up the 
lifference, of course, through income 
from sheet music sales, synchroniza- 
tions and other sources, 


Marks, on the other hand, con- 
cluded that instead of a big profes- 
sional overhead to maintain his $85,- 
000 or $100,000 dividend yield from 
ASCAP he will be getting $200,000 
| to $250,000 free and clear and will 
|have the fullest radio exploitation 
cooperation from the broadcaster. 


| So far as Metro is concerned, the 
potential deal would also have given 
| both M-G and 20th-Fox limitless 
free usage of the music. Metro, which 
originally bought Robbins Music 
Corp. as an exploitation channel, 
pyramided a $75,000 investment into 
| $500,000 net profit to itself, so far, 
|} and could have come away with an- 


M-G Re-Signs with ASCAP 


Continued from page 1 








| Leo Feist, Inc., was bought by Metro- 
Robbins for $400,000 out of Robbins 
Music’s profits, and Miller Music 


| likewise was bought out of profits, 





so that Metro never put in more 
than $75,000 it first invested when 
Jack Robbins found himself in need 
of further underwriting. 


Pro-BMI Slant 





~ In Music Racks 


Gene Buck, ASCAP president, who | 


other $3,100,000 net profit on top of | 
that, if the $4,350,000 purchase price | 
went through. The differential would | 
have gone to the other Robbins- | 


Feist-Miller stockholders. As it is, 
| $1,000,000 in profit has been split 
between Metro and the employee- 
partners in the music firms, includ- 
ing of course Jack Robbins, the di- 


/recting head of all three companies. 


‘the songwriters of | 


Of Macy's Store 


Publishers affiliated with the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers claimed last 
week that Macy’s, N. Y. department 
| store, has taken sides in the current 
performing rights controversy with 
radic by giving choice positions of 
Broadcast Music publications on the 
store’s music counters and relegat- 
ing ASCAP sheet music to less 
prominent display. 

The Macy store is owned by the 
same Straus interests which own 
and operate WOR, Newark. 








DETROIT PAPER 
IS PRO-ASCAP 


Detroit, Dec. 10. 
Possibility that the press, which 
has been none too merry about the 
gains of radio, is going to take sides 
in the coming ASCAP-BMI battle 
was given here in an editorial ob- 
servation by the Detroit Free Press. 
Starting with how little money 
Stephen Foster got out of his im- 
mortal tunes and into a brief ex- 
planation of how ASCAP came into 

existence the editorial continued: 
‘With the advent of the radio the 
battle became a bitter one but the 








| ASCAP has won its legal battles in 


|every court of the land. 


Now the 


| radio corporations have combined 


to bar their music in an effort to 
break their demands for still more 
rewards, 

‘The radio stations have made mil- 
lions out of the use of this music 
and it is no more than fair that they 
should share their profits with the 
great artists who have made this 
possible. 

‘They have to pay for the machine 
that delivers the program and they 
should be willing to pay for the 
‘gasoline’ that makes it go. Forced 
by the law to pay some, they now 
refuse to pay more and have or- 
ganized a rival society. That is the 
nub of the present ‘battle of the air 
in Americal’ 





’ 
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~ Band Grosses on One-Nighters 





(Beginning this week, and each week hereafter, Vantety will report 


the popularity of various bands on 
gross and attendance figures.) 


one-night routes as interpreted by 





Lou Breese appears to have topped the available results of one-night- 


ing orchestras 


uring the past week. Breese is touring the midwestern 


area, a belt in which he’s best known at the moment due to extensive 


work in and around Chicago, partic 
the Chez Paree in that key city 
Dec, 21 for a second stretch of six 

Lou Breese (Turnpike Casino, 
draw of 4,000 despite a price range 
Ballroom, Waukegan, IIl., Dec. 8). B 
Attendance 1,275. 

Henry Busse (Sweet's Ballroom, 


ularly a long 4 early this year at 
He’s due to go 


ack into the Chez 
months. 


Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 6). wepeaty 
from 75c to an abnormal $3. (Rin 
reese breezed in with $637.50 at 55c. 


San Jose, Cal., Dec. 2). Busse ac- 


counted for 1,513 admissions here at 75c, running the gross up to 


$1,135. (Coconut Grove, Manteca, 
centage here with a draw of 1,313 a 


Reggie Childs (Strand theatre, York, Pa., Dec. 7). 


counting for $1,600 at 44c top. 

Ted Fio Rito (Admiral Semmes 
Rito ran into too tough oppositi 
at $1.65. 


Date had only two or three days’ advertising and on to 


Cal., Dec. 6) Busse ran into per- 
t $1.10 scale for men and 80c ladies. 
Okay here, ac- 


Hotel, Mobile, Ala., Dec. 2). Fio 
on, clocking only 200 attendance 
of 


that was opposition to a party at the Fort Whiting Armory which 


distributed 3,000 free tickets. 


Sammy Kaye (Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 8). 


day from locatiox. at’ Commodore 


pacity crowd of 1,500 here at 44c to 83c. 
Ted Lewis (Auditorium, Shreveport. Miss., Dec. 4). 


On an off- 
hotel, New York, Kaye drew ca- 
Gross just under $4,000. 

Grossed neat 


$2,000 and followed next night (Aud., Jackson, Miss. (5) with $1,750. 


Johnny McGee (Temple U., Phi 
closed doors after 550 couples crov 
Vaughan Monroe (Lyric theatre, 
accounted for a capacity 1,200 ad 


ladeiphia, Dec. 7). 
yded in. 

Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 8). Monroe 
mission at 75c, grossing $900 with 


Freshman hop 


Sammy Kaye as opposition at nearby Ritz B. 


Will Osborne (Flint, Mich., Dec. 
up to $866 at 90c a couple. 


7). Attendance of 1,800 ran gross 
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Inside Stuff—Music 





Sidelight on the controversy now raging between the American Society 


of Composers, Authors and Publishe 


rs and radio is the marked upsurge 


that the sheet music business has experienced during the past few weeks. 


There are more big selling new tunes 
period this year. 


on the market now than at any other 


Should the break between the music and broadcasting industries take 


place ASCAP will go off the air with 
mercial tunes that it has had since 

the same list doing smash business. 
network plugs they will have had d 
their sales going on current stuff for 


Robbins, Feist and Miller Music cor 


the strongest lineup of current com- 
1937 when there were four songs on 

The ASCAP pubs figure that the 
uring December will suffice to keep 
at least two or three. months. 


npanies, all part of the Robbins-MGM 


comBine, are consolidating into one effort the sales and distribution ends 


of the three companies. Heretofore 


each outfit worked out of one stock- 


room, but sold their respective products separately. 


Under the new setup the output of 


folios of all three publishers on speci 
they formerly had to arrange the s 
panies. 


the three will be available to buyers | 
as if the stuff came from one company. 


Dealers will be able to select 
al selling deals, for instance, whereas 
ame buying with the different com- 


Among BMI’s recent acquisitions have been two numbers from ‘Hellz- 


apoppin’ entitled ‘Mary Goes Round’ 
are by Olsen and Johnson, stars of 
Levison and Ray Evans. Other addi 


and ‘The Window Wiper Song’. Both 
the show, in collaboration with Jay 
tions include ‘My Heritage’ from the 


French film ‘Heritage’ and a draft tune, ‘Good-Bye Dear, I’ll Be Back in 


a Year’. Latter is copyrighted by C 


oast to Coast Music Corp. which has 


assigned the performing rights to BMI. 


Alex M. Kramer of the Capitol theatre, N. Y., music research staff (also 


does research for Metro) has been 
Kramer has been composing BMI tun 


getting a ribbing because Alex C. 
es. Two different fellers. 


A. Walter Socolow’s connection with Broadcast Music, Inc., is merely 


as one of its counsel. He, however, 1 
been reported that he has joined the 
se + 


Songsmiths in Suit 
Ys. Marden’s Riviera 


Bernard Maltin, Mike Drake and 
Harry Stride, songwriters, filed suit 
yesterday (Tues.) against Ben Mar- 
den and Tony Shayne Productions, 
Inc., seeking damages for alleged un- 
authorized use of plaintiffs’ songs 
Suit was revealed by an order of 
N. Y. supreme court Justice Ferdi- 
nand Pecora, allowing service of a 
summons on Marden, whom the 
plaintiffs have been unable to locate 

In May, 1936, at the 
Marden, plaintiffs wrote ! 
his Riviera, at Fort Lee, N. J. It was 
understood that the songs were to be 
used for that show only. Plaintif 
claim that Marden used the songs in 
other shows and sold them to others 
Shayne Productions is accused of 
using and selling them also. An ac- 
counting, injunction and damages are 
sought. 


request of 


songs for 


¥< 





Wives of Morgan Men 
Injured in Auto Trip 


San Francisco, Dec. 10. 
Wives of three members of Russ 


Morgan’s band were hurt, one of 
them seriously enough to require 
hospitalization in an auto crash 


near Livermore Wednesday (4). Trio, 
Mrs. Gene Prendergast, Mrs. Wally 
Curtis and Mrs. Joe Estren, had 
driven all the way from New York 


without a mishap only to crack up | 


50 miles out of Frisco, where Morgan 
opened at the Palace Nov 30. 

Mrs. Prendergast, driving, is in 
Livermore General Hospital, to stay 
at least a week. 


naintains his private practice. It had 


legal staff of BMI. 


Warns Auditorium Must 


Not Use Canned Music 


Buffalo, Dec. 10. 

Canned music is taboo in city’s 
new $3,500,000 Memorial Aud be- 
cause it ‘displaces live musicians,’ 
Ray Caldwell, local Musicians’ Union 
head, has informed the city. If profit- 
making ventures use platters, a pro- 
test will be filed with James Petrillo, 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
head, he said. 

Question 
several 
‘Star 


arose last week when 
groups wanted to run off 
Spanged Banner’ as a prelude 
to their events. Unton doesn’t mind 
if just patriotic groups and 
they're tossing a rally for free, Cald- 
well but when admission is 
charged it’s a different story. Pointed 
that if groups really want music 
can hire a union band for $55. 


it’s 
said, 


out 
they 

Caldwell asked that two pianos be 
put in hall for union men working 
there. He said the union would keep 
them tuned, but was informed no 


funds are available for such purpose. | 





Rhumba Hits Svenskaland 


Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 
Rhumba craze has hit this town 
belatedly but wery hard. All three 


of the leading night spots—the Hotel | 


Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, Curly’s 
and the Happy Hour—now have 
rhumba bands. 

The one at the Nicollet, Don 
Pedro, is in addition to the main 
orchestra. 





Mark Lane now 
Covato’s orchestra at Villa Madrid, 
Pittsburgh, latter devoting his time 
to co-managing the spot, of which he 

‘is part owner, 


fronting Etzi | 


British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending Nov. 9) 





Rea Chappell 
EO BE MEE obi sccssceaveses Sun 
*‘Nobody’s Baby’.......... F-D-H 
‘Fall in Love’....... World Wide 
ea oe..--Chappell 


‘Can Love You’.........-F-D-H 


"“mreens ond FT’. oc sccccese.d “mE 
‘Memories’ ...... sheexesaneueee 
‘Nightingale’ ....... ...Maurice 
‘Sleepy Lagoon’........ Chzappell 








ARRANGERS: 
SCALE UP FOR 
DECISION 


Negotiations for a new contract on 
arrangers, copyists and proofread- 
ers were opened between a special 
committee from the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Association and the 
New York musicians union Friday 
(6). There will be another session 
today (Wednesday). 

Representing the MPPA in the dis- 
cussions are Elliott Shapiro, chair- 
man; Mitchell Marks, Stephen Levitz, 
Joachim Aberbach, Abe Schwartz, 
Lou Silberling and William Weiman, 
while for Local 802 the negotiators 
are Bill Feinberg, Bob Stern and 
Samuel Cooper. 


BOOTLEG MUSIC 








N.Y. police, working with the Fed- 
eral 
week made one of the most exten- 
sive seizures of contraband song 
sheets in years. The haul consisted 





of around 250,000 lyric compilations. | 


| James Preziosa, of Scranton, Pa., 


| arrested as the owner of the sheets, | 
the | 


was charged with violating 
criminal provisions of the copyright 
law and held in $500 bail by USS. 
Commissioner Frank Cotter. 

Acting on a tip, a New York 
policeman discovered 100,000 of the 


sheets at the Rapid Binding Co., in| 
the | 


|lower Manhattan, and while 
| stock was being examined Preziosa, 


who had put in the binding order, | 


walked in and was seized. FBI 
agents later questioned him and 
traced the printer who had been do- 
ing Preziosa’s work. It was on the 
latter’s premises that another 150,000 
sheets was found. 

Express receipts uncovered in the 
arrested man’s person disclosed that 
he had been making large shipments 


of the contraband to such towns as 
St. Louis. Des Moines, Wheeling, W. 
Va., and Janesville, Wis. The FBI} 


is following on this angle. 


Arthur Hoffman, of the investigat- 


ing staff of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association, made _ the 
complaint on which the Federal 


arrest was based. 


| MILLER INTO PAR. NY. 
9D TIME IN A YEAR 


Glenn Miller band takes its sece nd 
shot at the Paramount theatre, New 
York, in le than a year next n 
Outfit goes into the house either Jan. 
22 or 29. Accompanying film is not 
yet definite, but it may be ‘Virginia.’ 

Miller not double from the 
Pennsylvania hotel, New York, int 
the Par as he did last April. He’s to 


Penn, where he’s 


Dorsey on Jan. 20. 


be replaced at the 


current, by Jimmy 





Del Courtney slated to open 
Shadowland Night Club in San An- 
tonio on Dec. 21. In for 11 days. 

' 


PLANT RAIDED 


Bureau of Investigation, last | 











Sammy Kaye Cuts Commodore Date 
Short by Three Months 


| 





Sammy Kaye will take his outfit 
out of the Commodore hotel, New 
York, about the middle of January, 
clipping more than 
|from his scheduled stay. Leader 
| wants to hit the one-night and thea- 
| ee trail and strengthen his bankroll. 


posed to last until April 24, 1941. 

Band has already been signed for 
three weeks at the Strand theatre, 
|N. Y., beginning some time in April. 
Definite date and film, of course, 
cannot be set for some time due to 
the uncertainty of extended runs at 
the house. 


802, NEW YORK, 








New York musicians union’s top 
event of the year, the election of 802 
officers, takes place next Thursday 
(19). The candidates running on the 
opposition slate, described as the 
Unity Ticket, include Albert Pearl 
for president, Richard Baravalle, 
v.p., Eddie Davis, secretary, and 
| Ross Gorman, treasurer. 

The present administration headed 
by president Jack Rosenberg, is up 
intact for re-election. 








Liuzzi Wins in Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 


In the hottest contested election in 
recent years Frank P. Liuzzi was re- 
turned as prexy of Local 77, Ameri- 
can Federatian of Musicians, last 
Thursday (5). He was chosen over 
Charles McConnell, music contractor 
for the Stanley-Warner Company, by 
a vote of 829 to 646. 

Highlighting the campaign was 
McConnell’s ‘job-for-every-man plan’ 
and the Liuzzi ticket’s ‘re-employ- 
ment program.’ The bitterness over 


issues was evidenced by the lack of | 


‘straight ticket’ voting. 

Romeo Cella, former president and 
a member of McConnell’s slate, was 
elected over Ralph Kirsch by a vote 


of 748 to 695. A. Rex Riccardi, a 
Liuzzi man, was re-elected over 
Louis Ingber, 869 to 590. Harry 


Kammerer, a McConnell backer, was 
named assistant secretary over 
Liuzzi’s Vincent Zurzulo, 879 to 566. 
James Perri, on the Liuzzi ticket, 
was victorious over George Hartung 
for sergeant-at-arms, 807 to 619 
Joseph Bossle was unopposed for 
treasurer. 


Meeder Wins in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. 
Clair Meeder last week was re- 
elected president of mu union, 
Local 60, in fight. 
Meede: 
more 


ae 
“LODert 


icians 
a three-cornered 
pulled out with plurality 
than 140 votes. Edward G. 
was named vice-president; 
(harles A. Graffelder, secretary- 
treasurer, and Gene Urban 
George Wilkins delegates to 
burgh Central Labor Union. 
Named to executive board 
Urban, Wilkins, Michael Hickly 
Davis, Frank 
Will Y 


and 


Pitts- 


were 
, Hal 
Panella and Edward 


i 


It’s Lorenz in Louisville 
Louisville, Dec. 10 
Edwin A. Lorenz, veteran 
t player and leader, has been 
reelected president of Local No. 11, 
Louisville Federation of Musicians 
(A.F.M.). 

He was chosen at the annual meet- 
ing at Musicians’ Club, along with 
vice president; Gene Petrilli, and 
secretary-treasurer, Adam W. Stueb- 
ling. 


local 


lay 
Ciarifnie 


} 


three months | 


. z | first Jack Teagarden band. 
Current Commodore date was stp- | admitted owing Gluskin money, but 


Arbitrate 1.0.0. Claim of Lawyer 
Against Member of Orchestra 


TOURS FORBANKROLL | 





Probably the first arbitration 
board ever to sit in judgment on a 
musicians’ dispute settled Monday 
(9) a disagreement between Ernie 
Cesares, sax player with Gienn 
Miller, and John Gluskin, lawyer- 


band manager. Gluskin claimed that 
Cesares owed him $939 for monies 
advanced over and above salary 
while Cesares was a member of the 
Cesares 


claimed he was due unpaid amounts 
for work with Teagarden and for 
which Gluskin, as its manager at 


| that time, was responsible. 





ELECTS DEC. 19 





of | 


Rather than take the dispute to 


ithe American Federation of Mu- 


Ssicians, Goldfarb, Mirenburg & 
Vallon, Cesares’ attorneys, arranged 
the arbitration method. Both sides 
agreed. Case was settled when the 
board decreed that Gluskin should 
receive about $580. It allowed that 
$359 was due Cesares on IOU slips 
given him in lieu of salary in dark 
weeks before the first Teagarden 
band went into bankruptcy. Arbi- 
trators consisted of a trio of band 
men mutually agreed upon. They 
were Billy Burton, manager of the 
Jimmy Dorsey band; Warren Pearl, 
manager of Bobby Bryne; and 
Andy Weinberger, lawyer-manager 
of Artie Shaw, et al. Latter is also 
lawyer for the current Jack Teagare 
den band, 


DANCE IN FAKE 
MOONLIGHT AT 
OWN RISK 


Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 
Dancers in a public dance hall 








| tripping the light fantastic to the 


strains of a romantic waltz dimly 
lighted in simulated moonlight do so 
at their own risk, according to a rul- 
ing of District Judge Paul S. Carroll 
here. In line with this decision the 
judge dismissed a suit for $3,920 
damages brought by Hilda Larson, 
restaurant cook, against the Calhoun 
Amusement Company. 

Miss Larson and her partner were 
waltzing in the company’s dance 
hall, which had lights dimmed to 
create a moonlight effect and add a 
romantic touch, when they became 
involved in a congested group. Her 
partner lost his balance in collision 
and was thrown against her, and her 
leg was twisted, necessitating hospi- 
tal treatment and disabling her for 
six months, she alleged. 

The court ruled that she assumed 
the risk when she went on the dance 
floor. 


Hartford Spot Sanguine 


Hartford, Dec. 10. 
One time top ranking band leader 
Felix Ferdinando has taken over the 





Palais Royal, white elephant dance 
hall at Capitol Park, and has spent 
some $15,000 in renovating and 
cleaning up the place. Place is now 
in operation, with music by Ted 
Black orchestra and |} 

with State Liquor Commission for 
liquor license. 

As the Club Ferdinando ex- 
pected that once liquor license is 
granted spot will have a char 

money maker during the pros- 
perous twenties spot has been run 


down by shoestring promoters and 
other entrepreneurs. With industrial 
activity locally at the highest peak, 
it is expected to prove a moneys 


; maker. 
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The New MACK GORDON- HARRY WARREN Over-Night Song Smash / 


YOU SAY THE SWEETEST THINGS 


Sung by Alice Faye..in the. 20th Century-Fox Picture “’Tin Pan Alley’’ 


LEO FEIST, Inc. - 1629 Broadway, New York Harry LINK, Gen Prof Mgr LON MOONEY, Prof. Mg 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 7, 1940) 


Pere ne CAB NREE oni ak > cee ae 648 00s dda eRORNON ROR 4944608 Robbins 
We Three ol te haa aN FE i on fn wr tai tral, Aa ED RE os er 
Nightingale Gang In Berkeley  BGisc. es ssccceccesss .csevces S-B 
"Down Argentina Way (‘Down Argentine Way’).... ..Miller 
*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’).............. ......9antly 
OOD gion 004s 4ad oP eee eeenNaed > Kena or eee Feist 
Trade Winds (sects SEA ODe RR REEORS OS Harms 
Coe GeOkS: PIOOTIOR 66 5005ee cnet 000 see nes Her Berlin 
A COIR og clan 5 as Knees SANGRE EMRSE TWO ..BMI 
ee 6 ie eee ene rr rere s Chappell 
*Our Love Affair (Strike Up the Band’)........... ...... Feist 
*You've Got Me This Way (‘You'll Find Out’)...............BVC 
Shout. | Am an American .M-M 
SE ee eee Ieee CCR E SOT Ce eT ee eee ee ee Robbins 
BO IRD wired ks Babe TESS STE OY bE Cee EN eReE RON BVC 


* Filmusical. 


Night Club Reviews 











‘ “Wag Wheels.’ 
CASINO ROYALE, N.O. wrod on Wheels ; 
| Club was freshly decorated this 
New Orleans, Dec. 1. | S850, changing color scheme from 


. . |blue to peach and beige. Results 
Lew Fidler Orch (7), Rosemarie | are pleasing. ae. 


Wells, Red Hendricks, Joe and Jane 


Band okay for 











McKenna, Gloria Jerome and Jo 

Andrews. CAMELLIA HOUSE, CHI 
Town's newest nocturnal ren- | (DRAKE HOTEL) 

dezvous. fias_ attracted capneity 

crowds since its opening. pot is , 

elaborately and tastily designed Chicago, Dee. 5. 


along modernistic lines with gleam-| Ramon Ramos Orch (10), Yvette. 


ing white pillars, mauve walls that ee 
change colors with indirect lighting| For years the Drake had t!. big and 
and typically New Orleans murals.| spacious Gold Coast Room. Putting 
Spot provides a much-needed addi-| 950 or 300 people into the spot made 
tion to the city--another first-rate | jt still look empty. The place failed 
nitery with good music and floor | to spark. And so, after years of 
show. | trying to make it go, the Drake for- 
The Fidler orchestra is a versatile | got about the Gold Coast cafe and 
seven-man crew with Fidler himself | built this small intimate room just 
doubling on the clarinet and saxo- | off the main foyer. It seats 150 people 
phone. Boys dish out with equal | tightly. 
ease sweet and swing, interspersed | 
with hit rhumbas and Stephen has become, along with the Pump 
ogi = bee a scored a Room of the Ambassador hotel, an- 
ie pod oo} eee eit Mee tener (Cnet elbow room, one of the sen- 
i n s g sationally popular-after-theatre spots 
a a R i | of the town. 
ith e band are osemarie : er on ee 
Wells and Red Hendricks, vocalists, | bn sagipuesd = aii st up and 
both of whom were rewarded with | Te 7 ee spot. The decor is 
plenty of palm pounding. Miss | b@2ngup throughout. Reservations are 
Wells works easily, and sells a song | #!most always imperative. 
well. Entertainment is cut down sharp- 
Floor show moves at fast tempo. | |¥Y- No line of girls, no string of acts, 
Joe and Jane McKenna, comedy duo, |2!Ways just one act, a single head- 
click nicely. Gal cavoris all over | liner, and the orchestra. 
piano while partner’s floor-ilopping| Ramon Ramos’ band opened the 
got response. Pair left customers|room and it’s still here. Has caught 
asking for more. Gloria Jerome/on and the Drake is wise in wanting 
does sleight-of-hand tricks that get|to hold him. He has that suave ap- 
big reception. She drew number of|pearance and demeanor that goes 
encores. Jo Andrews, tap dancer |right with what the Drake is trying 
with looKs and nifty chassis, handles|to do here. 
herself capably for okay hand. Orch is good for rhumba and conga 
Fidler plays well for dancing\and | and when the occasion demands can 
nicely backgrounds the show. jturn in a fair account of itself on a 
Liuzza. “\straight pop. 


Currently headlining is Yvette. In 
MAYFAIR, BOSTON 


j}her\the Camellia House has come 





The joint is always mobbed. It 


up with a genuine winner. Here is 
a blonde with a figure to catch the 
| Optics, a Kisser which lights the eye 
and a voice\which warms the ear. 
Ranny Weeks Orch. (12), Dorothy |It’s her first appearance in Chicago, 
Stone and Charles Collins, Alice) but it isn’t the last. She is a singer 
Langford, Jackson, Stone and Reeves,| and a personality Who should build 
George Libby Linegirls (8). |}a sure and loyal foNowing which 
|will grow with each appearance. 
Usually one of the best grosses in Warbles in a Frenchy style which is 
town, the Mayfair show offers bright | personality tops. :: articularly.good is 
entertainment, emphasizing dancing. | the way she touches off soft dramatic 
Dorothy Stone, Charles Collins are | >allads. 
back again after a date here last| Credit must be given to: the Ca>= 
season, and with them are some new ; mellia House for the excellent way 
terp routines done in their distinc-|it runs the show. Realizing that it 
a clean-cut interpretative man-|has only one performer, it really 
Prize piece from their current 
repertoire is a dancing nifty called 
‘All-American Romance.’ This is an 
eccentric - interpretative number | 
based on the idea of a flirtatious | 
Dixie gal meeting up with a frisky | 
Yankee lad. 
great shakes as a novelty, but in 
this routine Miss Stone and Collins | 
show a= freshness, variety and 
sparkle that lifts their ballroom 
work right into the top division. 
The single dancer, Alice Langford. 


Boston, Dec. 6. 








New York’s latest click is Monte 
Proser’s Copacabana, which with the 
new dance team of Mary Raye and 
Naldi, plus holdover Juanita Juarez, 
Fernando Alvarez, six lookers from 
artistically keeps attention focused|the current Broadway musicals, 
her way. Introed by the line on two! Pancho’s crack  dansapation and 
occasions, she comes through neatly | Fausto Corbello’s congarhumba 


with a fast Russian, whirling dance, | rhythms, is plenty of value for $3 | 
Raye and Naldi register | 


in appropriate costume, and again in | Minimum. | 
a toe waltz that uses a picture num-|handily with their extraordinary 
ber by the line as background. | terpsichorean calisthenics, the pow- 


>» Georg i > it ‘rle ,| erful Mario Naldi being equally an) 
The George Libby line girls are athlete as well as a ballroomologist; | 


easy on the orbs and a competent 
crew of steppers who add consider- 
able oomph to the show. Routines 
and costumes are okay. 

Jackson, Stone and Reeves were 
cooly received by this early dinner 
crowd. Stone is the comic kingpin 
of the trio and needs smart material. 
Reeves is fair enough in a tap solo. 
and Jackson takes the spot for a 
cakewalk. Best bet is their im- 
personation of the old Clayton, 
Jackson and Durante act singing 
‘Who'll Be With You,’ with Stone 
taking the ‘Durante’ breaks, but even 
this is stretched too thin. 


Ranny Weeks, band leader-bari- 


featuring amazing lifts and fulcrums 
in his handling of Miss Raye. 





back Elvira Rias, s.a. Mexican song- 
stress, with her songs and rhumbas. 
The Rockefeller nitery follows the 
Latin cycle further with Jose Fer- 
nandez and Teresita, 
partner for the classical dancer, who 
has been here before. Their Span- 
ish terps are more orthodox in the 
Andalusian school than ‘the South 
American way. Gali Gali, tiptop 
magico from Egypt by way of Paris; 
Eddie LeBaron’s crack orchestra 
featuring Jacqueline Salter on the 
tone, smoothly emcees, making the | vocals and Morris King’s violining, 
introes short and pertinent. He | heading the integral Latin unit; and 
vocals ‘Summertime,’ ‘Sweet Leilani’! Dr, Sydney Koss, 





PHEFPSFEFESEFESEFEESESEEFFFEFFEFEF ++ 4446464 + 


‘New York Nitery Followup Comment : i 


Maybe the idea is no | § oeeeeeee sesso Ft FFF sess Fst ttt HF ttt FFs set seese 


Rainbow Room’s new snow brings | 


latter a new| 


one of the best’ 


does a neat job. The doors to the 
room are closed during the perform- 
ance and service is stopped, with the 
|audience thus giving the perform- 
ance its full attention Gold. 


Drop ‘Most Played’ Box Pro Tem — 








Terrace Room, Cleve. 
(Hotel Statler) 


ASCAP and BMI, the usual boxed 
on the major networks is omitted 


| Cleveland, Dec. 7. 

Sylvio and Melba, Camille De 
Montes, Catalina Roton, Jose Morand 
Orch. 


tabulations under the confusion 
negligible. 


something like comparative focus 





Although it started 


Until the music situation is settled one way or the other, as between 


recapitulation of ‘most played tunes’ 
from Variery, Under existing con- 


ditions the news value to the trade seems to be lost, the net effect of 


of the next weeks probably being 


Variety will resume publication of ‘Most Played’ recaps as soon as 


is possible. 





like prairie 





fire, Statler’s new Cuban Terrace 


rhumba spot is one of the town’s 
class spots but problem of keeping 


Room is running into difficulties that * e 
all new experiments face when the est ers on oln- 
novelty wears off a bit. Conga- nes 





up a consistent standard in revues, 
without getting too torrid or offend- 
ing bluenoses, is a tough one here. 

Sylvio and Melba, gracing new 
| show, illustrate headaches manage- 
ment faces. Team on opening night 








(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Variety. 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played.) 


Names 


put on an exhibition of uninhibited Bob Crosby.................. ais 
/conga_ hip-shaking, doing it with a| 1, Down Argentine Way........ .. , Leo Reisman Victor 
|vervid abandon and throwing in | Panch or i 
some Harlem bumps that had some O seeeees biases drewweed Decca 
be the — gasping.  ! Pe sD, WP MD sc bkisiadevsrsdeccees Po Be er eee Decca 
lace it would have been okay, as ' 
well as a drawing card. There were | | Tommy Dorsey............... Victor 
so many kickbacks about it being | 3. Maybe ...................0000- Inkspots ..... 2 a Oe Decca 
too suggestive and vulgar that dane-| 4. Only Forever........ putasoens I ead Decca 
me go asked to tone down their! 5. Practice Makes Perfect......... BOD CHOSE... ac cccccscecsees Bluebird 
act a bit. 
| Camille De Montes was brought in { Tommy Tucker............ .. Okeh 
|to replace Josephine Del Mar, con-| 6, There I Go.................008 ei @ | eee Columbia 
'sidered overly hot for the room and ety ‘ — 
who left to join ‘Meet The People.’ a} see os vee DOCCE 
New a yoo 7 put as much/| 7. Two Dreams Met............... { Tommy Dorsey... .......Victor 
wrigglin atin pash into her num- ed do ; s 
faye Del Rio did but displays a ) Eddy Duchin............ Columbia 
sophisticated wardrobe and sweet] 8. Rhumboogie ................... { Andrews Sisters.............. Decca 
|pipes that inject fresh charm in ) Woody Herman...............Decca 
!South American ditties that have 
|'been mutliated by blues treatment. Ro eo Victor 
| Catalina Rolon is still one of the} 9. Dream Valley........ » 4 Pranio Blasters. ...<... sso Okeh 
‘chief assets in Jose Morand’s adapt- | Woody Herman.............. Decca 
able orchestra, which strikes a nice 
|balance in catchy Latin rhumbas : | Al Kavelin...... TIYSEVETiTi rT. Okeh 
'and Smooth Americanized rhythms. |10. I Give You My Word........... | Fddy Duchin............. Columbia 
| As a maracas shaker and a bonga | Jack Leonard............. Cotumbie 


| beater, Rolon sells the conga con- 
| tests with a fiery showmanship that 
| makes them the most popular feat- 
ures at the supper session. Pullen. 


‘BMI TUNES FOR TWO 
COAST SLOTTER FILMS PAINE TAGVEG so secsccscccsvcccceves 





growing in demand on the coin m 


Yesterthoughts 








Hollywood, Dec. 10. | Now I Lay Me Down to Dream 
Two more 16 mm. producing out- | 
fits have contracted for Broadcast | 
Music tunes and several others are | 
|being negotiated. Closed last week 
lby Harry Engel, BMI Coast rep, 
were Edgar Bergen Enterprises and 
Techniprocess-Visograph. Bergen is 
producing the narrow-gaugers with 
subjects other than his dummy. 
Mills-Roosevelt company signed 
for BMI ditties several weeks ago. 





Nightingale in Berkley Square.. 


‘Santa Fe Trail.... 








Mehlinger Vs. Hartman | Let's Be Buddies... 


With Hollywood BMI} -_——— . 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. | Judy Ellington Fronting 


Richard S. Hartman has been re- | 
| placed with Broadcast Music, Inc., by 
| Artie Mehlinger, functioning as as- | 
| sistant to Eddie Janis of the profes- | 

sional department. : : 
- ; & Eddie's, 


Hartman was formerly with L. | i 
Wolfe Gilbert, coast rep for Ameri- | head of a new all-girl band now be- 
: via 5 aa ; j for e she'll h } ‘Trew =) 
can Society of Composers, Authors | —_ gre ee baton a crew be- 
"4 eo me P y, oa) - e 
land Publishers, dividing his chores |1"8 88 nered by Oral Johnson, 
| between the Gilbert office and as femme musician who was the real 
secrétary of the coast Songwriters | boss of the group led in past seasons 
ae elec by Rit 
| Protective Association. y Rita Rio, 





Judy Ellington, ex-Charlie Barnet 
vocalist now doing a single at Leon 














middle of the past summer to go to 
Hollywood for picture work. Half of 
that band is still intact. 


Sigmund Krumgold doing the mu- 
| sical score for ‘Virginia’ at Para- 
' mount, 





; Music Notes 





Don Raye and Hughie Prince 
, cleffed two songs for the Andrews 
Sisters to torch in ‘Buck Privates’ 
at Universal. Ditties are ‘The Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy’ and ‘You're a 
Lucky Fellow, Mr. Smith.’ 


table workers with his sleight-of- 
hand, manipulating cards, etc., round 
out the show. Fernandez-Tereésita 
open with a Sevilla number, thence 
into ‘Manzanila’ and for the finale, 





a Mexican ‘Poem’ routine, all with | ,, ; ; = 
the. leadersh . Ni Soko- 
consummate platform grace and en . ership of Dr. Nikolai Soko 
skill loff, its new Russian conductor, 
opened the season of the Spokane 


La Martinique, Dario’s 57th street 
boite, all done over by Nat Karson 
in new decor, is further in the 
bacardi groove, bringing back Car- 
los Ramirez, personable Argentine 
tenor, and introducing Grace Poggi 
and Igor (New Acts) and Leo Reis- 
man’s compelling dansapation. Reis- 
man, who has batoned all the way 
|from the old Central Park Casino, 
New York, to the steps of the Paris 


Community Concert association Mon- 
day (25) before 1,600 persons, at the 
lox theatre. 





Buddy Arnoid, of the 


WOR- 


_ has written three songs which Pro- 
| Art (BMI) is publishing. They are, 
‘There’s a New Moon in Honolwlu,’ 


od Le 1S |“My Old Man’ and ‘Then I Love You.’ 
Opera on the Avenue de l’Opera,/ pes also writing material for 


| knows how to mix up contrasting| ">. “ : 
dansapation style with tango sets. Georgie Price for a_ forthcoming 
date at Leon & Eddie's, N.Y. 


| He leaves the forthright rhumbas | : 
and congas to Herbert Corbello,| Harold Ide, pianist, with Buzz 


Copacabana. Ramirez is a novelty 
in a cafe, a more or less orthodox 
operatic tenor, but he clicks handily. 


that outfit to go on the road as one 
| with Jerry Mayhall for Arena Man- 
This is a quick return booking. _ agers’ ice show, ‘Icecapades of 1941.’ 
This is a quick return booking. He | 
wisely mixes up ‘Figaro’ with Argen- | 
| tine and Mexican waltz ballads, and 
is an unqualified nitery asset. Abel, 








Jay Gorney § sold _ his song, 
‘Hiawatha,’ to RKO for a forthcom- 
| ing musical, 


One I Love...... ecvcccccccccccccess LOMMY Dorsey 


New All-Girl Orchestra 


New York, will be at the | 


Miss Rio dropped the crew in the | 


| Mutual ‘Betty and Buddy’ program, | 


brother of Fausto, the stick-waver at | Aston’s band in Pittsburgh, has left 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but 


achines.) 


{ Glenn Miller.............. Biuebird 

) Jimmy Dorsey............... Decca 

{ Jimmy Dorsey..............0- Becca 
[Ae OO IO 6 0.8 crsncevetied Victor 
[ Andy Kirk. ............+++00.D@CCa 

; Guy Lombardo........ soe DeCca 
Ge) See Bluebird 
String ioe vag agaeeie Victor 

| Glenn Miller. ......sces0 Bluebird 

| Sammy Kaye................. Victor 
Le Sar Columbia 
| Jack Leonard. ........sccceses Okeh 
PPOBIAMY TVG ss iisne cas sesasas VICROF 
«| Diew JUPRONS. icc. ccs sseccece Oe 
1 CUY LOPADOIGO . ko oo .c 6005308 Decca 

U RRACG (BININD oo kessk ia aders Columbia 
PEGGY DUGKIN go. ces sks 0s Columbia 
., Leo Reisman................. Victor 
| Connie Boswell.............. Decca 


“NUTS ABOUT 00. S.A’ 
AS POPULAR SONG 


‘I'm Nuts About the Good Old Oo. 
S.A.,’ which has been used heavily 
on transcriptions for Chateau Martin 
Wine, has been enlarged and fitted 
with new lyrics for popular con- 
,Sumption. Melody written by Her- 
|man Morris, ad agency exec on the 
Martin account, and Louis Reid, ex- 
radio editor. Eddie Lambert did the 
new lyrics. Tune is to be published 
| by Majestic Music, a non-ASCAP 
firm. 
| Mitchell Ayres has a short-term 
exclusive on the recording rights to 
the song and will cut it for Bluebird 
j|next week (18). It will be rushed 
} to release for holiday sales. 


! 





‘Toledo Am Gets Girl 
| Singer Job With Band 


Seattle Symphony orchestra, under | 


Muriel Lane, an amateur, has a job 
singing with Woody Herman’s band 
Girl auditioned for Herman while 
the band was at the Fox theatre, 
Detroit, but won’t start work with 
the outfit until it opens at the New 
| Yorker hotel, New York, Dec. 20. 

| She’s from Toledo, 

| She'll replace the current Kitty 
Lane who has been filling in tempo- 
| rarily since Dillagene was forced out 
| by illness. 


Rockwell to Coast 


Thomas G. Rockwell, head of Gen- 
eral Amusement Corp., left suddenly 
for Hollywood Sunday (8). 

He will be gone from six to eight 

| weeks. 





David Snell gets the music sc pring 
job on ‘Billy the Kid’ at Metro, 











4 
¢ 


< 
. 
; 
| 





Wednesday, December 11, 1940 


Bands at the Boxoffice. 


45 


VARIETY 


In Praise of Santa 


MUSIC 


| On the Upbeat 




















4 Axiom in the music business 

' | that one good song or title de- 

; (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated iaina’ serves another try is again ma- Les Brown band gets its first im- | ton’s last Albany engagement was in 
charge business being done bu name bands in narious New York hotels,| t€vialized, this time by Mills | portant shot at a hotel spot Dec. 23; New Kenmore hotel during the 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give | Music, Inc., and the writers, |when it goes into the Brunswick, | spring. 
room capacity and cover charge. “ Harry Jentes and Dick Sanford. | Boston, for two weeks. 
holidzy price.) Twosome, with ‘There'll Al- Rajsich Quintet (five members of 


—<— 5 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date | 
Will Bradley..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 4 850 3,375 | 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50).............. 13 725 12,850 
Sammy Kaye*....Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)........ 7. t@ee 11,075 
Ray Kinney* .-Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).... 30 = 1,350 39,325 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)..... -seee 9 1,100 10,575 
Abe Lyman*..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 8 1,450 12,775 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75¢-$1.50)... 9 aco 17,625 
Tony Pastor..... eLincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)............. 10 375 4,150 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. 


Larger amount designates weekend and | 
| 
| 


floor show, although the band is the 








Band Reviews> 





MITCHELL AYRES ORCH (11) 

With Mary Ann Mercer, Tommy 
Taylor 

St. George Hotel, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
For its size and instrumental setup 


Mitchell Ayres’ 11l-piece outfit stacks 
up as a pretty solid and clean play- 
ing group. Listening to it for the 
first time the salient impression is 
one of surprise that so few men can 
sound so full. Close on the heels of 
that thought comes a_ short-lived 
wonder how such shorthanded sec- 
tions can avoid making the majority 
of the arrangements sound alike. 
That’s easily solved, apparently. 
Every man in the band seems to 
play at least three instruments. 
Musicians switch places like three- 
letter men. 

Another instantly noticeable thing 
about this group is: the easy and 
steady dance tempos it gets. Few 
bands have the ability to set an ade- 
quate terping pace let alone set one 


that seems to meet with everyone's | 
makes both | 
jitterbug and conservative happy at | 
Arrangements, too, 


approval. This bunch 
the same time. 
are neat, varied nicely because of 
the versatile men that interpret 
them. They account for most of the 
band’s fullness of sound and are 
written in all tempos—Latin, waltz, 
jump, etc. Each is broken some- 
where by an alto sax part that has 
become a distinguishing mark. 


Mary Ann Mercer and Tommy 
Taylor do the vocals. Neither is any | 
great shakes from a_ searchingly 


critical standpoint, but each injects 


a pleasing personality into melodies | 


Ayres is an 
playing 


and the result is okay. 
affable guy on the stand, 
violin only occasionally. 
This review may seem to indicate 
the Ayres outfit will 
world afire. It won't. But for its 
size and the type of musical track it 
follows it’s A-l. Wood. 


LARRY HERMAN ORCH (10) 
Pla-Mor Baliroom, Lincoln, Neb. 
Larry Herman, former pianist in 
Al Menke’s territorial band, took this 
crew over, made a few changes, and 


it comes out substantially the same | 


band formerly fronted by Wally 
Wallace, but somewhat changed in 
musical style. Herman, a good boogie- 


woogie key beater, still allows some | 


of the swinging characteristic of 
Wallace, but it’s a 
outfit now. 


around. 


Herman being occupied at the 
piano, Harold ‘Rocky’ Donovan is the 
fronter, but he’s no stick waver. A 
member of the rhythm section, Dono- 
van is mostly used on string bass, 
but does all the number calling, and 
sings the tunes. Does it nicely, too, 


Roster includes Bill Bilek, Herbie | 


Peer and Jim MclIntaffer, brasses: 
Milt Lewis, Jim Englbritson, Max 
Richardson, and J. Riaff, saxes; Al 
Norton, drums; Donovan, bass: and 
Herman, piano. Herman is the 
ranger, and the whole library has 
been fingered out on the keyboard 
by him, and dotted up accordingly. 
This is a good, small ballroom combo, 


and in the Nebraska-Iowa territory 
where it plavs, mostly limited in| 


music budget, he’s a better buy than 
ops usually get for their territorial 
kind of money Art. 


STERLING YOUNG ORCHESTRA 
With Bobbie Ennis 
Terrace Grill, Hotel Muehlebach 
Kansas City, Missouri 

West Coast orchestra organized in 
1935 is seldom heard off its own 
range. This time it’s definitely a 
breakaway from its long stand in 
and around L.A. as the crew is set 
to play some midwest hotels and 
clubs and then work eastward. 


has been spent 
style well worked 
hostelry supper spots and other 
Similar danceries. Style is on the 
Sweet side with mc.st arrangements 
keyed to the fiddle playing of the 
leader. The folio includes a per- 
centage of bounce tunes and a gen- 
erous sprinkling of novelties and 
established old-timers. Recently 
rhumbas and congas have been 
going into the folio in greater num- 


hotels it has a 
out for the 


in 


set the band | 


smoother, softer | 
The effect is better all | 


ar- | 


bers to comply with the requests 
of dancers. 

Arrangements for the 11-piece 
outfit are pencilled by Max Walter, 
one of four in the reed section. Gene 
| Burt, Jack Mayo and Allen Simms 
round out this department. Benny 
| Bennett follows the trombone score 
|with Max Bennett and Maurie 
| Rynerson taking trumpet notes. In 
| rhythm department Roger Renner 
| fingers the piano, Kenneth Coffey 
beats the skins, and Eddie Robert- 
son plunks string bass. 


Vocally, Young is stressing Bobbie 
| Ennis, who has the required looks 
|; and whose range is toward the lower 
|end and style is toward the blues 
type. She works out often and gives 
| much attention to the regular stand- 
| bys and the throaty type tunes. 
| Allen Simms tenors the ballads and 
| lighter modern tunes, Quin. 


| 
Band Bookings 


Will Bradley, Jan. 31-Feb. 1, Ar- 
mory, Charlotte, N. C.; Feb. 
Georgia Tech Aud, Atlanta, Ga.; 21, 














Lawrenceville School, Lawrenceville, | 


N. J. 


| Henry Busse, Jan. 17, Fox Theatre, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


| Cats & Fiddle, Dec. 27, Rose the- | 
atre, Thomasville, Ga.; Jan. 6, Wind- | 


sor C, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 


Emile Coleman, Dec. 31, 
hotel, Chicago, one night. 


Drake 


emy Music, New York. 
Ted Lewis, Jan. 16, Coliseum B., 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Vincent Lopez, Dec. 13-14, Capitol 
| theatre, Shamokin, Pa.; 25, Stanley 
| theatre, Chester, Pa.; 27, 
Frederick, Md.; 31, one-night, Astor 
hotel, New York, 

Ray Noble, Jan. 17, Chicago thea- 
tre, Chicago. 

Bon-Bon-Eddie Durham, Dec. 
Howard theatre, Washington, D. C. 

Duke Ellington, Dec. 24, Savoy B., 
New York City. 

Bobby Byrne, Jan Allentown, 
Pa.; 24-26, Adams theatre, Newark, 
N. J.; 30-31, U. of Tennessee, Knox- 
ville. 

Blue Barron, Dec. 19, Butler the- 
atre, Butler, Pa.; 20, Capitol T, 
Wheeling, W. Va.; 21, Orpheum T., 
Connellsville, Pa.; 23, Michler T., Al- 
toona, Pa.; 24, Aud., Monessen, Pa.; 
25, Armory, Cambridge, Md.; 30, High 
School, Georgetown, Del.; 31, Val- 
encia B., York, Pa.; Jan. 1, Adams T., 
Newark; 9-11, State theatre, Hart- 


99 


ae, 


ford. 

Gray Gordon, Dec. 13, Manos T., 
Greensburg, Pa.: 14, one-night, Stat- 
ler hotel, Detroit; 15, New Philadel- 
phia, O.; 16, Bradford T., Bradford, 


Pa.; 17, Cathedral T., New Castle, Pa.; | 


18, Strand T., Cumberland, Md.; 19, 
Park T., Meadville, Pa.; 20, week, 
Palace T., Cleveland; 27, private 
party, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 28, IMA 
Aud, Flint, Michigan; 29, Armory, 
Gary Ind. 

Glenn Garr, Dec. 21-22, Manhattan 
| Beach, New York; 24, Chamberlain 
‘hotel, Old Point Comfort, Va.; 25, 
party, Pinehurst, N. C.; 26, party, 
Winston-Salem, N. C.; 27, Aud, San- 
ford, N. C.; 28, party, Winston-Salem, 
N. C.; 29, Plaza T., Asheville, N. C.; 
31, Aud., Macon, Ga.; Jan. 1, party, 


: | Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Since most of the life of the band | 


Jimmie Lunceford, Jan. 23, Beth- 
une Cookman College, Daytona 
Beach, Fla.; 24, Manhattan Casino, 
St. Petersburg, Fla.: 25, Orlando 
Coliseum, Orlando, Fla.; 26, Rock- 
Jand Palace, Miami, Fla.; 27, Wil- 
liard’s Aud., Palatka, Fla.; 28, High 
School Aud., Charleston, S. C.: 29, 


Aud., Savannah, Ga.; 30, City Aud., 
Macon, Ga.; 31, City Aud., High 
Point, N. C. 


| 
6-8, | 


| Claude Hopkins, Dec. 17-18, Acad- | 


Armory, | 


15, | 


ways Be an England’ as their in- 
spiration, have turned out a 
novelty titled ‘There'll Always 
Be a Santa Claus. 








CIRCA 19TH 
CENTURY 


Broadcasting and music _ trades 
have already gained an insight into 
what will probably be the ‘most 
iplayed’ numbers on the networks 
‘after Jan. 1, unless radio and the 








| 


| American Society of Composers, Au- | 
|thors and Publishers in the mean- | Palmer House. 


‘MOST PLAYED, 





George Hall holds over at the 
Chatterbox, Mountainside, N. J. 

Don Moore ijinto 
trumpet section. He 
with Paul Whiteman. 
New Yorker hotel, N. 


Abe Lyman 
was formerly 
Lyman is at 
y 2 





Tommy Reynolds goes back into 
the Brooklyn Roseland Ballroom 
Jan. 2. 





Ben Cutler opening date at the 
Rainbow Room, New York, set as 
Jan. 15. Eddie LeBaren is current. 





Saxie Dowell band goes into the 
Arcadia Ballroom, New York, Fri- 
day, (13) its first stand in this area. 





Eddy Duchin finishes his current 
stand at the Empire Room of the 
Waldorf hotel, New York, Jan. 10 
and shifts immediately to Chicago 
where he replaces Ray Noble at the 
Noble has been in 


| time get together on a new licensing | the latter spot since last summer. 


|agreement. The indicated roster of 
public domain numbers follows: 
‘The Old Oaken Bucket.’ 
‘Oh! Susanna.’ 
‘Jeanie with the Light Brown 
Hair.’ 
‘Carry Me Back to Old Virginny.’ 
‘Arkansas Traveler.’ 
‘Turkey in the Straw.’ 
‘Sweet Alice Ben Bolt.’ 
‘Old Black Joe.’ 
‘Drink to Me With Thine Eyes,’ 
‘Swanee River.’ 
‘Darling Nelly Gray.’ 
‘Listen to the Mocking Bird.’ 
‘When You and I Were Young, 
| Maggie.’ 
‘Star of the Evening.’ 
‘I Dreamt I Dwelt in Marble Halls.’ 
‘In the Gloaming.’ 
‘Long, Long Ago.’ 
‘Battle Hymn of the Republic.’ 
‘A Bicycle Built for Two.’ 
| ‘Comin’ Thru the Rye.’ 
| ‘Campbells Are Comin’’, 
‘Home, Sweet Home.’ 
‘Little Brown Jug.’ 
‘Farmer in the Dell.’ 
‘Mary Had a Little Lamb.’ 
‘Pop Goes the Weasel.’ 
‘Old Dan Tucker.’ 
‘Scotland’s Burning.’ 
‘Nearer, My God, to Thee.’ 
‘Old MacDonald Had a Farm.’ 
‘Polly, Put the Kettle On.’ 
‘Onward, Christian Soldiers.’ 
‘Tramp, Tramp, Tramp.’ 
‘Polly Wolly Doodle.’ 
‘There’s a Tavern in the Town.’ 
‘Work, for the Night Is Coming.’ 











Paul Whiteman Forms 
New Band for Fla. 





Paul Whiteman is reforming a band 
and goes to work again Jan. 9 on an 
stretch at Ben Marden’s 
Colonial Inn, Hollywood, Fla. Leader 


indefinite 


broke up his original band early last 
summer and temporarily retired to 
his farm at Stockton, N. J. 

New outfit will be a dance band 
consisting of only 15 pieces, as com- 


pared to the much larger one he dis- | 
old 


banded. Only member of the 
outfit so far expected to be used in 
the new group is Mike Pingatore, 
banjo player. Wm. Morris agency 
booked the Florida date. 


Mrs. Meyer Davis’ Orig 
Waltz for Philly Party 
Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 
first time in its 193-year his- 
the Assembly ball, Philly’s old- 
est and prime socialite beefsteak, will 
permit introduction of a new tune. 
It's a waltz dedicated to the descend- 
ents of the Colonials who organized 
the blue-blood terp sesh back in 
1748. It is by Hilda Emery Davis, 
wife of Meyer Davis, whose bands 
have been on the Assembly line con- 
tinually for almost a score of years. 
Mrs. Davis’ tune is ‘The Assembly 
Waltz’. She was also the scrivener 
of ‘You Are the Reason for My Love 
Song,’ warbled at the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Jr.-Ethel du Pont nuptials, 
for which a Davis band also per- 
formed. Her ‘The Last Knight’ was 
played by the 
nini and the San Francisco symph. 
Philly socialite hotfoot is skedded 
for Friday (13) at the Bellevue- 
Stratford hotel. Davis will have 60 
j tooters on the stand. 


For 


*ny 
tUly, 


ithree new 





| adie Durham band. 
| started Friday (8) at Royal theatre, 
Opens this week (15) at | 
| Howard theatre, Washington. 


| late this 
| headed to the same spot from here 


Philly Orch, Tosca- | 


j there by Michael Barry. 


No band has been set to replace 
Duchin at the Waldorf, but several 
are being mentioned, among them 
Le.ghton Noble. 





Artie Shaw’s Gramercy Five has 
recorded for Victor Shaw’s takeoff 


on ‘When Swallows Come Back to | Waring’s 


Capistrano.’ 
Come Back to San Quentin.’ 





Ziggy Elman, star trumpeter with 
Tommy Dorsey’s band, was holder 
of a number that was pulled early 
from the draft bowl. He received a 
questionnaire last week. 





Ina Ray Hutton band released by 
Music Corp. of America and signed 
by the Wm. Morris agency. 


Vincent Lopez’ New Year’s Eve 
date at the Astor hotel, New York, 
gives the Wm. Morris agency its first 
booking at that spot. 





Glen Gray’s Casa Lomans getting 
men, the first replace- 
ments in more than a year. Danny 
D’Andrea gave way to Eddie Cas- 
tanzo from Johnny McGee on sax. 
Jack Bianchette replaced on guitar 
by Dick Fisher. Sy Baker, star 
trumpeter, is on way out. No one 
in his spot yet. 





‘on Bon took over leadership of 
First date 


Baltimore. 





Jan Garber booked for New Year’s 
week at the Orpheum An- 
geles. 


in Los 


Jackie Moran’s orchestra opens a 
western tour in Santa Barbara (13). 
Jim DeLand’s Sun 
naders prove there’s 
a name going to Sun 
month from 





Valley Sere- 
something in 
Valley, Idaho, 
Yetroit. Also 


Wattkins’ 


_ 


orch. 


is Ken 





Sonny Burke now arranging 
Charley Spivak’s band at Glen 
land Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Edward Kolyer replacing John 
Smith in the Will Osborne trom- 
bones with Eugene Bird an outright 
addition to same group. 


Is- 


Bob Sylvester at Merry-Go-Round, 
Pittsburgh, extended indefinitely, 


pushing back Walter (Mousey) Pow- 
ell date for several weeks. 
Al Kavelin will barnstorm until 


first of year, when he is scheduled 
for return at Essex House, N. Y. 

Milton Tarloff, manager of the 
Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, is con- 
valescing in local St. Vincent’s Hos- 
pital from an operation, 





Leroy Wainwright with Nat 


| Towles’ band. 


Dorothy Otterman is the vocalist 
with the new Johnny Harris or- 
chestra, a 1l-piece unit at Youngs- 
town, O. 





Ina Ray Hutton’s orchestra is play- 
ing a week’s stand at Igo’s, a com- 
paratively new spot on Albany- 
Schenectady road. Band is presented 
Miss Hut- 


| one family), heard over WPIC, are 
| playing nightly at the New Deal Inn, 
Youngstown, 

Phyliss Rathburn and her orches- 
| tra, with Virginia Black, are at the 
| Mahoning Valley Country Club, 
| Youngstown, 





Del Lucas opened at New Penn, 
Pittsburgh, Monday (9) for limited 
| engagement, replacing June Gardner 


|and her Gentlemen of Swing. 





Nip Trio, composed of Larry 
Lyons, Bill Sheffield and Francig 
Lager now at Gleam-Tivoli . Nite 
Club, San Antonio. 


High School Kids 
Like Local Version 
Of Waring’s Stunt 











|ager since 


| 
| 
hacer 
| paid a substantial, but unannounced 


| the group has 


| worked 


for | 


Buffalo, Dec. 10. 
version of Fred 
penning rah-rah 


Bushleague 
stunt, 


Calls it ‘When Snail | tunes for schools, is being tried out 


| by Ralph Barlow’s orchestra at Dell. 
wood Ballroom here with rising suce 
cess. Idea, only one week old, ale 
ready has the brush-cut shufflerg 
talking. 

Barlow, who moved into dancery 
(29) from a Springfield, Mass., date, 
worked out stunt with ballroom 
management as a b.o. hypo, and it’s 
working out happily that way. He 
offers to write appropriate songs for 
local high schools, frats or any group 
that’s large enough to deserve one. 

First school to ask, Fosdick-Masten 
Park, is thinking.of adopting Bare 





| low’s ‘fight’ song officially. 


GENE KRUPA PARTS 


FROM ART MICHAUD 


Gene Kruna parted company with 
Arthur Michaud, his personal mane 
the Krupa band was 
formed almost three years ago. Two 
settled accounts and called it a day 
last Thursday (5), Michaud being ff 





|sum for his interest in the group he 
helped build. Split was an amicable 
one. Lee Eastman, attorney for 
| Michaud, handled the details. 

Krupa’s band is rather unique 
among new bands that were formed 
around and after the time he first 
started. In the two years and eight 
months since it was unveiled in 
April, 1938, at Atlantic City, N. J., 
had less than two 
| weeks of involuntary layoffs. It has 
steadily, with one day 
missed, since last January. 


MRS. KRAMER’S SYSTEM 


Hotel Lady’s Alleged Kickback Col- 
lections Still Up 


In New York with his band for the 








first time in several months, Blue 
Barron goes before the executive 
board of N. Y. Local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
tomorrow (Thursday ). He'll be ques- 
tioned on his dealings with Mrs. 
Maria Kramer, owner of the Lincoln 
and Edison hotels, N. Y 3arron 
completed a long stay at the Edison 
last spring. 

Leader, will be interrogated, as 
several other batoneers have been, 
to determine whether or not he was 


paying Mrs. Kramer a percentage of 
his earnings. Of the leaders who 
went before the executive board in 
the past on the same question only 
Charlie Barnet and Gustave Clemente 
have claimed that the hotel owner 
cut into their earnings. Jan Savitt, 
Gray Gordon denied she did. 

Mrs. Kramer is currently appeal- 
ing to the AFM national executive 
board a conviction handed down by 
802’s_ disciplinary group several 
months ago. She was held to be ac- 
cepting kickback payments from 
leader of a relief group that worked 
for her, and was ordered to pay him 
approximately $3,500 in back salary. 
She appealed the case to the AFM 
and it’s. still under advisement. 
Meantime the cash has been put in 
escrow. 
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Kelly Says He'll Ask 4A’s to Charter 


Philly UEA, Opposition to AGVA Local 





Dec. 10. 


4 
eae Bill Green Wins $19,240 
Entertainers! I Sunt Against County 


union, in- 


Philadelphia, 
Thomas E. Kelly, 
United 


performers 


secre- 
tary of the 
Assn., indie 

timated this week that he would ask 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10 
the Associated Actors & Artistes of Bill Green, owner of the prosper- 
America for a charter for his group, oys roadhouse nitery which bears 
rival org to the American Guild of pis name. won a $19,240 verdict 
Variety Artists, against Allegheny County last week 

Kelly claims that he has ‘at least | for an acre of ground taken for the 
25’ niteries all set to sign the dotted | new cloverleaf traffic facility at the 
line with his outfit, and they’re only | intersection of the Clairton Road 


waiting for his go-ahead signal. But |and Route 51, where his spot is lo- 

this claim w@s jeered at by local; cated. Jury was out more than five 

AGVA officials. His move teward! hours and more than doubled the 

wooing the 4 A’s also met with the damages allowed Green by the 

game response. County Board of Viewers. He had 
‘Our charter gives us the sole asked for $40,000. 


jurisdiction over performers in this Green claimed new intersection is 


area,’ said Jack Miller, exec secre- | so complicated customers seeking 
tary of AGVA here. ‘It is impossible | his nitery can't find their way. 

for the 4 A's to grant a charter to At same time. a hearing for Green 
a rival organization under our con-'on charges of violating the state 


stitution.’ Kelly's boast that he had | liquor laws, postponed once before, 
‘more than 25’ cafes under his belt, | was rescheduled for tomorrow 
was called ‘baloney’ by Miller (Wed.) He’s charged with selling 

‘In the first place,’ Miller said, liquor to minors. Once before, 
‘cafe owners are having plenty of ; Green had his booze license sus- 
headaches with the early Saturday | pended but paid the alternate fine. 
night closing law, and are in no | ee 


position to talk about contracts with | 
any union right now.’ 

Miller said he attended a meeting | 
of the nitery ops last week in which | 
he offered the support of organized | 
labor toward getting a liberalization | 
of the Sabbath curfew law at the | 
coming session of the Legislature. 
With the Democrats again in the | 
saddie in the House of Representa- | 
tives, the pressure of labor unions | 
will cut plenty of ice, he said. 

Delegates of AGVA have been | 
seated at the Central Labor Union, | 
body consisting of all American Fed- | 
eration of affiliates. The CLU 
has pledged support to AGVA in its 
fight for recognition here. 

Another 


has been 


PA. NITERY OPS 
WATCH TAX 
APPEAL 


Dec. 10. 


Unemployment Compen- 


. 


Philadelphia, 
The State 
sation Board last week ruled against 


Labor 


a petition filed by Frank Palumbo 
South Philly nitery owner, asking 
to be exempted from paying unem- 
ployment compensation taxes on mu- 
sicians. The board, in its ruling, 
declared that bandsmen were bona 
fide employees of a cafe, and not 
employees of a_contractor-leader. 
|; Only exemptions to this rule, the 
board said, were ‘name bands’ whose 
members were paid by the leader on 
a yearly basis whether they worked 


problem facing AGVA 
the increase of benefits in 
the past months. During the 
summer and early fall Dick Mayo, 
local rep for the Theatre Authority, 
had been cut of the city and cuffo 
shows began running wild. Cafe 
owners were pressured by political 
organizations to contribute free acts, 
and, with no TA to back them up, 
were forced to come across. Miuiller | 


few 


and Mayo, now returned, have called is ol 
a halt. Whether the politicos will be ae . 
peeved enough to stymie possible Palumbo’s attorney, Charles Solit, 


said he would take an appeal to the 
State Superior Court. The case is 
being closely watched by virtually 
leverybody in the cabaret biz in 
| Pennsylvania. Most ops owe the 
State thousands of dollars in ac- 
cumulated taxes since the levy went 
into effect, and State officials have 
|intimated that they will begin a 
‘stringent drive to collect back taxes 
after the first of the year. Unless the 
ops pay up they will be subject to 
|liquidation, similar to the action 
taken by the U. S. Department of In- 
ternal Revenue on the Anchorage 
last summer for non-payment of so- 
| cial security taxes. 


lifting of the curfew is to be seen. 


Ruby Foo Takes Over 
Beachcomber in Prov. 


Providence, Dec. 10. 

Town‘s recently opened Beach- 
eomber in the Crown hotel has been 
taken over by Ruby Foo. 

Spot was formerly under the per- 
gonal direction of Tommy Maren and 
Teport is that Maren retains a slight 
{interest in the Ruby Foo spot. 
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|The vocal group narrows 


tapsterers. 





New Acts 








HUMPHREY BOGART & MAYO 

METHOT 
Talk, Singing 
10 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Ordinarily film contractees who 
are drafted for personals come along 
with little more than bows and some 
talk which usually is also ordin- 
ary. Humphrey Bogart, 
Methot (Mrs. Bogart) for company, 
is an exception. Among other things, 
he has former stage experience and 
that may count, but aside from that 


the material provided him on his 
engagement at the Strand for two 
weeks, after which he scrams back 


to Hollywood, is more showmanly 
than usually is the case. 

A special trailer, no doubt made 
up at the Warner studio, preceeds 
Bogart, highlighting in machine-gun 
fashion—and also with plenty of 
shooting-——some of the parts he has 
played on the screen, most of the 
time being bumped off. 


As it finishes, Bogart is lying on 
the stage. He gets up and at the 
beginning does a contrast te his 


heavy assignments, being plenty jit- 
tery and nervous. Talk concerns or- 
ganizing a mob and three men from 
the Ozzie Nelson orchestra, which 
provides fine cooperation to the 
Warner contractee on his engage- 
ment here, are interviewed. The 
third, toughest of the lot, does a 
swish switch for a laugh, a little 
obvious but effective. 


Miss Methot, who was formerly in | 


musicals on the stage, sings ‘More 
Than You Know,’ selling it nicely, 


and for a closer the Bogarts, plus 
Nelson and Harriet Hilliard, work 


as a quartet from a eovery angle. 
own to 


Bogart on a gag which has the 
‘manager shooting the other three 
in the wings because there’re so 


lous y. 
eoing out to the wings to bump off 
the manager. 

Bogart’s act was written by Harry 





Gourfain, stager of shows here, and 
Sidney Fields. Char, 
GRACE POGGI AND IGOR ~ 
Dancers 
10 Mins. 
La Martinique, N. Y. 

Grace Poggi was formerly one of 


the few 
if there is such a thing 
that every so 
beaut does become a 
and enjoys a vogue and a reputation 
approximating that of a principal. 
She has been abroad in 


‘name’ showgirls in America, 
actually, ex- 
often a line 

personality 


cepting 


revues, as 


well as here, but with her new 
husband, Igor, as a dance _ part- 
ner, this marks her debut as 
part of a dance team. Heretofore 
she worked solo, and for a brief 
spell was in the recent Russell Mar- 
kert revue at the Hotel Plaza’s 


Persian Room, N. Y. 

Here at La Martinique, Miss Poggi 
and Igor suggest vaster potentialities 
as a coming dance team working in an 
unusual rhythmic style, away from 
the orthodox ballroomology. To be- 
gin with, he’s a personable vis-a- 
vis, matching her statuesque — 
He handles her skillfully and well 
doing some difficult lifts and whi irls 
n great style. Their boy-meets-gir] 
in the South American way is a 
novelty, and in toto the manner of 
their personality front registers 
handily with the class customers. 
Team is a bet for production. 

Abel. 


HOLLYWOOD CO-EDS (2) 
Dancing-Acrobatic 
6 Mins. 
Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Two comely femmes are whirlwind 
Start off with 


TY itine 
Fuk vilal TOULIN 


|tap steps, but soon dive into somer- 


saults, cartwheels and 
batics. Unison somersaults add to a 
colorful closing. 


Girls wear blue shirtwaists and 
white trouserlets, effecting the col- 
le ge cheer-leader ensemble. Their 


fast-moving presentation covers some 
of the repetitious material. Wear. 


ROSS SISTERS (3) 
Acro-contortionists 
8 Mins, 


Tower, Kansas City. 
These three youngsters, all in 
their early teens, are tops in con- 


tortion work. They’ve been at it for 
|four years, although Betsy, the eld- 
'est, is only 16, with Victoria, 14, and 
| Dixie, 13. All are very attractive. 


Their work includes most of the 
regular trick contortions, including 
one in which each sits on her head, 
but highlight is their backbends. 
Betsy leads the three in this line of 
accomplishment, although all are 
capable. Ace bit is a solo by Betsy, 
in which she bends backward from 
a double pedestal to pick up a 


| handkerchief, three feet below her 
|; feet and return to normal standing 


position. In another version of this 
she drops her head to the floor, 
scoots egtirely free from the pedes- 
tal and then returns without the 
use of hands and by her own mus- 
cular effort. Quin. 


with Mayo 


Payoff for a closer is Bogart | 


other acro- | 


—_—_—- 


A Tale of Labor Woe 





Or Why Max Schreiber, Nitery Entrepreneur, May 





| Wish He’s Again a Plumber 


Alan Correlli on Survey 


Chicago, Dec. 10. 
Alan Correlli, executive secretary 
of the Theatre Authority, is in the 


midwest on a general survey tour 
and to hold several important meet- | 
ings with the regional directors of 
TA. He stopped over in Detroit | 
to sit in on the Newsboys Dinner, 
with which TA _ cooperated, and 
came on to Chicago to discuss gen- 
eral regional plans for the Presi- 
dent Birthday Ball shows. 

In a confab with Max Halperin, 
midwest representative for the TA, 
he set final arrangements putting | 
Halperin in charge of an enlarged | 
territory taking in most of the mid- 
west states. 





ST.L. NITERY’S 


1006 ROOF 
PREEM 


St. Louis, 
The unveiling on Thursday 





Dec. 10. 
(5) of 





| Panamanian Club on New York’s 


Of Midwest for TA: 


ican Guild of Variety 
'a settlement : 
| Max Schreiber. 
| 14 performers five days’ back salary 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| singer: : ditto Anna Lubin, 





| lower east side had some labor 
ble Sunday night (8) 
Monday night (9), 


trou- 
and part of 
when the Ameri- 
Artists reached 
with the owner, one 

Schreiber paid the 


and agreed to pay them double sal- 
ary nightly until Friday (13), when 
he’s anxiously looking forward to 
changing the show. 


There are eight chorines in the 
| show and six ener Latter are 
Murray White, m. c.; the DeMaran- 
villes (2), dance tae Be Betty Stone, 
and Chi- 
quita Venezia, dancer. They got 
|their coin and went back to work, 
, but the settlement in some respects 
is the least of the story. The main 
| part is Schreiber himself as part of 
| the nitery industry, 

It seems that he was originally a 
plumber and once one of the ‘big 
spenders’ at the Old Roumanian. an 
established east side nitery. After 
a while he woke up to the fact that 
here he was spending a lot of coin 
in a night club when he could just 
as well own one himself. So he 
leased the spot once occupied by 
Ludwig Satz, Yiddish legiter, and set 
himself up around six weeks ago. 

From the way he reacted to his 
labor troubles, and also the fact that 


some of the checks he gave his per- 


|formers. a 


the Starlight Roof, a $100,000 project | ) 
atop the Chase hotel in the west end | Schreiber Monday night looked very 


by Sam Koplar, 

of the hotel company, marked the 
last word in swankiness ang this 
room will replace the ground floor 
Chase Club, nitery, next Spring. In 
the interim the Starlight Roof will 


be used as a cocktail lounge and for 
private dinner parties, git gw 
etc. All the glamour that 
mustered was tossed ba 

ing. Orrin Tucker’s band an 
Baker were brought 
night engagement 
with George 

Romo Vincent 
Jeanne. current 


the 
d Bonnie 
here for a one- 
and they, together 
Hamilton’s  tooters, 
and Gower and 
nitery floor show, 
constituted the entertainment fea- 
State, city and’ civic 
were on deck for 
technics and tl 
$10 per plate 
agement got 
KWK, 
in publicizing the 
minute ether pro 
The room in the 
elongated U is 


+} 


biggies also 
oratorical pyro- 
1e dinner for which a 
tap was made. Man- 
swell co-op from station 
located in the same building, 
opening via a 45- 
gram, 
shape of an 
completely enclosed 
1 shatter proof glass, the windows 
of which are 15 feet high. They are 
made so as to slide back in warm 
From any in the three 
rooms the cus may have a 
clear vision of the vast expanse of 
the adjacent Forest Park There 
also a cocktail lounge, which fea- 
tures a modernistic circular bar. The 
rooms’ anically oper- 
rolled back to ex- 


“ 


weather seat 


tomers 


dome is mec} 
ated and may be 
pose the sky. 
The combined 
air conditioned, have a 
1.100, Harold Koplar, 
nanaging director, des 
ona ae 


rooms, which are 
capacity of 
son of the 
igned and 
layout. 


New S. A. Cycle 
The new Hurt 


will probably 


showgil ls, 


the whole 


cane 


(N.Y.) 


also have a 


show 
line of 
doubling from the various 
shows, as part of the cycle for the 
sa. touch. The competitive Beach- 
comber on Broadway inducted a girl 
show this week. 

Romo Vincent returns Dec. 
the Hurricane as m.c., with 
Merrill, 
Bush's band and Lolita Cordoba’s 
rhumbaists included in the show. 


18 to 
Joan 


DeAngelo and Porter, Eddie | 


couple of weeks ago 
bounced back, which was the mo- 
tivation for the eventual walkout, 


managing director | much as though he wished he were 


back in the plumbing business. 


Ingalls’ Palm Beacher 


Miles Ingalls, of New York, takes 
iover the booking of the swanky 


oul 9e | 
could be | winter 
open- | 


| Tufts, 
| Poggi, 


Whitehall hotel, Palm Beach, for t 
season. 
First show 
ing the Callahan 
Minor and 
Sara Ann 


> 


includ- 
(2), Sonny 
Igor and 


and The 


opens Jan. 11, 
Sisters 
Minon, 
McCabe 


| Devons (2). 








Dear J. C.:— 


If I was writing a review of 
your book here is what I would 
say:— 


“At last I’ve found an actor who 
can write and a 
That man is J. C. 
in his book 


writer who can 
act, 
who, 


Nugent, 
‘It’s a Great Life,’ 
pulls up a comfortable chair for 
you and in dulcet tones tells you 
a story of five different phases of 
He 
Story about swell people. He takes 
you from a tank town in Ohio to 
Hoilywood with a swimming tank. 
You study his part with him in 
‘rep’ shows, you lay off with him 
in vaudeville, you root for him to 
make good on Broadway, you tune 
in on him on the radio and you 
g0 to Holiywood with him to see 
him write, direct and act in pic- 
tures. It’s a grand journey in 
grand company. J. C. Nugent has 
written the best of all actor biog- 
raphies. You 
Great Life’ unless you read ‘It’s a 
Great Life’.” 

(s) Joe Laurie Jr. 


show-business. tells a swell 


can not say, ‘It’s a 


Sez 











Best C ‘offe ein England | 


QUALITY INN | 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 























At the Piano: 
AUSTIN MACK 





JOE E. LEWIS 


“SALOON SINGER” 


now—CHEZ PAREE-cnicaco 





Dir.: PAUL SMALL, 
WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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vas the toastmaster, and 
included Eddie Cantor, 


Robinson affair and that tendered to 
Belle Baker at the Waldorf-Astoria 


York Mayor James | 


Dolan, Traver Ousted by AGVA in Chi, 2° °c 

















New York by cabaret employes, to 
restrain enforcement of Valentine’s 


edict requiring fingerprinting of em- | 


ployees of night clubs and cabarets, 








Commissioner Lewis J. Valentine of | 





: 
; Wednesday, December 11, 1940 VARIETY VAUDEVILLE 47 
SALUTE TO BOJANGLES | o Mexican Standoff (N.Y Circuit, Indie Vauders Sign 
oat . I. Urcut, Indie ¥auders 
‘ — Mexico City, Dec. 16. ° 
, , Beverly Barger’s Chicago  bur- 
oi . . h . | } 
In recent months much has been said and written about the | lesque company, current at the his- = r act Orcl Bp Cc e 
charges of alleged Communism and racialism in actor ranks. It| toric Teatro Lirico here at $5 (Mex.) , ‘ ’ 
began to appear like a wide schism was developing, but Sunday | tp, €ncountered a quirk of Mexican ° e ° ° 
night (8) at Mecca Temple, New York, it was made very evi- rate Hl ae gr rr ge . k f Guild Sh 
cht (8) at Mecca 7 made very evi enireal" eho aemanded, 3nd | PAS op in History of Vaude 
dent that the show people had not altered their democratic Way | got, 1% of the gross. 
of lite. | This nick, the union explained, is | a 
|; to compensate the outfit’s members | 4 
ae = _ . . — . aes ‘for the displacement ci e t , 
The occasion was the testimonial dinner given Bill Robinson) 2 thore’ git than cen ae his Double Action _Agreement between the New York 
by the Negro Actors Guild; the audience, colored and white,! entirely American show anit circuit and indie vaudfilmers with 
evenly divided, and all-even in their tribute to and approbation | Philadelphia, Dec. 10. = ae ner ce Regie, Hh do 
of the Negro dancer, now 62, who came into show business 50| p- ° ° Paul Klinger, manager of the pete rg Baose and aeteaeat 
S ? ; ; ° | ig ristown, Pz ’ Pho wee 7 
years ago from Richmond, Va., where he was a ragpicker, ‘Bill Robinson Dinner m me, Lewistown, Pa., found the | +5 the union via Loew's legal office. 
. | | perfect film to round out a bur- | Piste ; ; 
| ¢ . | ley show featuring Ann Corio | The Guild-shop deal, running for 
If there are any social bigotries and racial prejudices in the | els 4G, Belle Baker $ | The film he chose was ‘Chero- st Soe dace cig sa ger hae 
show business they certainly were not in evidence at Mecca! . | kee Strip.’ Stine. Wk aieine te thaaiees 
ped pi Nae Ta fi ae 4 . ; 4 $13 455 on Sa N ht t until Dec. 24, giving the theatres 
remple. he dais glittered with James J. Walker, Eddie ¢ an- | ’ me Ig and acts more than two weeks to 
tor, ex-Police Commissioner Edward P.. Mulrooney, Judge’ | prepare for the first Guild shops in 
Jonah J. Goldstein and N, Y, License Commissioner Paul Moss.| Testimonial dinner to Bill Robin- SUIT VS N Yy ere ee, ee 
¥.. 503 ‘ ; . e . i a ness, 
Telegrams from Governor Herbert H. Lehman and kids in an’ son at the Mecca Temple, New York, . - Difference between a closed shop 
orphanage rounded out the tributes to Bojangles, both as a’ Sunday night (8) grossed approxi- and a Guild shop is that any worker 
performer and a man. | mately $4,000, the profit going into PR TING can be hired for a job in a Guild 
- { ] 
—__ + the fund of the Negro Actors Guild chap ans Besse & member of the 
: : a : : 1. 3 ; eitate ee “h union within a reasonable amount of 
Bill Robinson was important to the dinner, but equally im- neon ot .the a gourd time, whereas in closed shops only 
portant to the times was the audience. anerery presisent of the outit. i puree ‘those who are first members of 3 
| was a $5-per-plate dinner. Long-awalted action against Police nose who are Urst membel t & 
| he ge ong-awalted ac an on union can secure jobs. 


Those signing the deal were Para- 
mount, Fabian, Skouras, Fanchon & 
Marco, Toew’s, Warner Bros., the 
Brandts and Eddie Sherman. Lat- 
ter signed not only for the Skourases’ 


e ; s . : broke last Wednesday (4) in the | academy N. Y.. but also for Fay’s 
Jack Irvin Named as Re lacement York ee a e pg New N. Y. Supreme Court. Then, Samuel Philadelphia, which he pertialte 
—— he naa i peggy aul Friedman, president of the N. Y.|owns and books. Carmen, Philly 
| Mees, Walter W ite, head of the Na- | ocal Joint Board of the Hotel & and Hipp, Baltimore, which Sher- 
tional Assn. for the Advancement of 7 , : : 





+ 
7 








ees People: former N. Y. Police 


| Restaurant Employees International 


| Alliance, and the Bartenders Inter- | 


man also books, are also expected to 


Rie : bd ? M cian Siva reat : sign the agreement. 
Fxecutive committee of the Amer- W f ld y d Commissioner Edward P. Mulrooney; : , , “ve 
: : nation¢ sague of America, together ‘mame — - 
jcan Guild of Variety Artists Mon- eiste ts auder 'Rev. A. C. Powell, Jr., chaplain of with a nes petro eats | Rea RErSSENETS was first tenta- 
dav (9) voted to relieve immediately — ithe Guild, and Marty Forkins, for | : :; in ae tively agreed upon a couple of 
Graham Dolan, executive secretary more than 30 years manager of the | Pioyed at Billy Rose's Diamond | months ago. Then the illness of 
Granam para ,; : Minneapolis, Dec. 10, | OTE Man ww years e | Horseshoe, and Frank Fratangelo,| Major L. E. Thompson, of RKO. held 
of AGVA's Chicago local, and Lee FE. J. Weisfeldt wi dancer, . nee eeiteah ot Ges Ghevkin ajor L, B.- : mpson, © =, € 
Traver, natienal representative now . J. Weisfeldt will reopen the 4,-| Act: who performed were: Noble , Pro. : up the signing in concert, and sub- 


located there, of their posts. Suc- 


cessor will probably be Jack Irving, | 


000-seat Minnesota 
bankruptcy, 
week, 


now in 
Year’s 


theatre, 
starting New 


Sissie’s 
Guild): 


band (Sissle is prez of the 
Wini Shaw, Harland Dixon, 


' Room of the Hotel New Yorker, filed 
an action to restrain enforcement of 


the la®. Argument will take place | 


/sequently some minor 
| phrasing 


changes in 
that were finally cleared 


; slat Gin : : ‘ up late last week. 
former president of the local. Mabel Scott, Eddie Leonard, Lane ‘ les) dame ak ac ; Jee es 
Committee also voted two other; He will use same vaudfilm pelicy Brothers, Art Tatum, Gilda Gray, | = ae age a Begg ot voce hapa Agree ment considerably strength- 
letouts, Joseph Ehrlich and John|as at his Riverside, Milwaukee. Blanche Ring. Negro Melody Sing- | | baer hi yond ag pe derit y oo ae ee oe ee ee 
o . : r y | | *} incael ) Oo by 1 *1S101 rae en-je é ainte yg aid-1 »mM- 
Velasco, both organizers in N. X.1 _ iers, Elmer Carter, Bill Banks, John 8 : ‘ = a . 18 ent and maint AIning ap uid up mem 
' oh : 73 . . } l\Garr 2d [ Healy sl 3 it} forcement of the law last Aug. 14 | bership of considerable size. There's 

These, however, will not become of- | ’ parr, Sd pan. Healy shared with | and on Oct. 1 ordered employes of| little doubt that the vari ors’ 
ficial until the return to N. Y. of STORK S 20 060 PER Walker the m.c.ing. WINS aired the | ‘ n VCct. - ed employes ittle dou ot that the variety actors 

foyt Haddock, national executive | ’ event cabarets to report and be fingerprint-| union will soon be able to effect 

) « ° « is >, Lt . it. } ; : ‘ ‘ 

: Psion Je will th nf ’ : : , ed. Valentine at that time informed | deals with vaude theatres nationally. 
secretary. Haddock will then be in- WEEK: ROSE Belle Baker's Testimonial waers maneuecs end enerebare of| Tha in Geet matnad anedl 
structed to make the changes. He| ; PR enact nee . owners, managers an yperators of | ie union, in fact, gained another 
Sairens = as eneien’ | | Testimonial dinner given Belle cabarets that their licenses would be | edge Sunday night (8), when Leon & 
is expected back today ednesday ? | omens Baker Sunday night in the Starlight | revoked if they employed any per- | Eddie’s, one of N. Y.’s most succes 
or tomorrow, having planed to Ft. | Billy : : ; c Room of the Waldort.-Astoris 7 he} ployes y per a 'S, 0 . ¥.’s most success- 
Worth to bedside his mother, who ily Rose cites his Diamond oom OF tne aldorf-Astoria, New | son who was not fingerprinted. Also | ful niteries, signed an AGVA agree- 

‘ = . ’ , es 10e y 4 ae Ec j -ef) Y 5 i arol C 5 wi) : ¢ a} . , 77 4 - ae rery hri -¢+:2 Lp 
ig seriously ill, with a stopover in Horseshoe, N. Y., grosses in refuta- | York, po agmcivten around $13,500, with | that any cabaret owner employing a| ment. There was a very brief strike 
é . . ’ . ..* j 5 } te 1S < ic N é ) yer 7 adies >]. . * P ln os . 

Puccioaaal ais the way back tion of allegations that he is No, 2,4 net of ove $7,000. Ladies Wel person whose record was unsatisfac- | at this spot late in the summer, but 

Another letout ain official tow the ito any metropolitan nitery as a are League of — Hebrew Actors tory to the police would have his|this was quickly stifled when L. & 
eommittee is that of Ed aoe tenn | business-getter. | Union _sponsored the affair for its | license revoked, as well as any per- | E. agreed to negotiate. 

t § é ) 4 < . ’ ’ wn cnarity fund. yr 2isma | eT ‘Banti MW « ituati rj i . 
AGVA’s press agent, whose chores | Past month's figures: Week of Nov. “— . charity fund. Dora We es son not carrying an identification} AGVA’s situation with the niter- 
Py . > « . - P sa me ser a er } Tn rga Zé ] : i t 1m9¢ ~4 ci " 2a CO . ’ 
were greatly curtailed some weeks |2- $18,000 intake: Nov. 9, $15,000 gross; eet rmer, | s is organization’s | card, | tes" was considerably eased a couple 

y aul) ale on fet : é ' ounder an rexy. weeks ¢ he 2 Theatre 
“ais dian ths Seek cok ier: Oh COR, Bee, GNSS ee | —— - -—--—_—— |of weeks ago when the Theatre Au- 
Ag ; *s§ bidhuealh CO ‘ | Harry Donenfeld contributed the | |thority passed a ruling that onl 
dropped for economic and other rea- | Nov. 30, $15,200. : hich | | oe 7 y 

PP ca ) mm pga is, ae sath journal for the dinner, which meant Atlanta Vaude Back those niteries having agreements 
sons, oenerman 1 ingsley points to his a saving of over $1,000 to the spon- | | with AGVA can hold celebrity 

It’s stated officially by AGVA that | past Sunday's (8) $4,400 gross, and) sors of the affair, Irving Berlin, | D ° | nights. This may have pri npted 

» : a aaa am eae ro tee ae rere cea : ~: 4 - oh : » & Ss. is é é iY “ 
Mildred Roth, its counsel, will re | @ $20,000 weekly average—at the rate | Eddie Cantor, Donald Flamm, among oc. 23 at L. & ‘ Capito! Leon & Eddie’s to come to terms 
main with the organization. Had- | of $1,600,000 per annum—as evidence | others, were on the di WMCA ls ; 

gi I~ | I others, were on the dais. MCA | and it is expected to quickly force 
dock and others maintain that she is|that his Stork Club. N. Y., business | broadcast the event. ee ae Boston’s f larges “night t 
a conscientious and hard worker for tanta, Dec. 10. — oe a a ee 


the actors’ union, 
With these changes, the reorgani- 














is by no means slipping. This despite 
Monte Proser’s new Copacabana 


N. Y., having done a $15,000 take and | 


Temporary Closing 


Atlanta goes back on a vaude 
‘schedule Christmas week (23) when 
the Capitol, owned by Lucas & Jen- 














Cocoanut Grove, Mayfair, Westmin- 
ster and Latin Quarter, into AGVA 
‘agreements. All four places hold 


zation of AGVA is now virtually imi J 1 bi ron veek re- ' ‘ : 
ante? } “ nage, cla — ne Die Tae See Weer te Syracuse, Dec. 10. |kins and Paramount, returns to a/| ‘celebrity nights.’ 
complete. All those employes and | cently ; ' . 1A) e : 
: . - , j “ . J: Schine-Strand, only vaudfilmer in | full-week policy. | ne 
Officials of the union who have fig- | a Wi ; Te aig , 
es a : Gp tei | the city, shuttered for repairs, sched- Dan Fitch’s ‘World of Pleasure 
ured in the past to be an injurious | I a — ’ eS ; ; end 
ries ; aes ate : | owell Bernbardt has changed the | uled to reopen Christmas Day. unit is set for opening week. T. D 
(to the union) factionalism are now - toa eh aye . - tags * a 7 : 
“die seg Pap name of his Detroit nitery from Blue Manager Harvey Cocks was tem- Kemp, Jr., of Charlotte, N. C is 
eliminated. Once the new Official Lantern to Club Casanova rarily transferred to Schine-Eckel loir the book ‘ 
. . y el to UCiul asanova. ) hi tral I w ocn 2-E.CKel, aOIng tn OKIN 
nnd economic setups are working lcci ee ee eee T0 MGR. THAN BILLINGS 
smoothly to the satisfaction of the| === - = Rae —— 
executive committee, the latter body eee eee eee EEE = EEE = —— - 
will again invest the power of run- Indianapolis, Dec. 10 
ning AGVA in the national governing Bill MacElwain, manager of the 
board. This, however, probably ij vaudfilm Lyric, was dreaming 
won't be possible for at least two or Wednesday (4) that somebody has 
three more months. | vented a system of equal billing 
and that all spots were next-to-clos- 
ng when he awoke to see a shadowy 
if’ shape pass before the open window 
of his apartment. Leaping from his 
PROD SETUP LINE if; bed, he tussled with the burglar, in- 
° 9 of jj tending to hold him for the arrival 
— yf the police. 3ut the burglar didn't 
Izzy Rappaport’s vaudfilm Hipp, fj t to stay and gave MacElwain’s 
Baltimore, this week dropped its jj] ij face a knuckle massage wi) hadnt 
production setup instituted seven || been ordered. 
weeks ago as a break in straight | MacElwain turned the thief this 
vaude diet.. Fanchon & Marco line ay and that way and finally turned 
of girls was eliminated by the §] — 4 nim loose, He slipped out the win- 
switch. | Oo e u 1S e a e 1S Of iow into the night and was gone. 
House found that the line of girls MacE]wain looked into his bathroom 
precluded its chances of paying for ai \g) and : a face which looked like it 
some name attraction when it came fj, had been too close to a threshing 
~% . ° | a 
Biong, the cost of playing both be- } mac ne€ One cut required fo ir 
ing prohibitive. USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL lJ stitches, and other patche eeced 
ip (Dee fsteak. Now, while the house is 
e e 9 ‘ e 9 ! playing ‘Hollywood Hote Yevue’ Cc 
| ip; ta: ] on 
ISC er S 0 1es = scant caer —_ lj; the stage, the manager ending 
e ; e . e atmospheric support by wearing 
0 Upen yaude 1our Special Exploitation Advanta l/r 
Sele 
i 5 
‘} 7 . . ° | 
Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Folies Ber- ilies oe eee one ARA $s Officers 
gere’ will begin a tour of vaude Artist Representatives Assn. of 
houses in Dallas, Dec. 24, with the ° New York Monday nigt { via it 
ias, . 4 Wit! Dn ANEW OrkK slonday nignt (9), via ts 
full-week Interstate houses in San Reservations and Copy May Be Sent to Any governing board, elected a new slate 
Antonio and Houston immediately V e } Offi of officers. 
+ r . TTT - © ° 
following. erie y ice William Kent remains as president 
; eg Lege 4 played oe! Frisco for a second year; Herman Bernie, 
xpo and Los Angeles as a legit re- Herman Citron and Miles Ingall 
: ,erman ar iv ngaus 
vue, will then be routed north and NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON were elected v. p.’s, while Samuel 
€ast by the William Morris office 154 W.-46 . hay * ®- Mar 
gli - . . 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. Ww. in’ Shayon (Fanchon & Marco) was re- 
its playing on a guarantee and per- 0 54 Randolph St & St. Martin's Pi. tained as  secretary-treasurer I 
entiage, ioe neoaag, bk ‘ 
: 
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|; Chandra ~-Kaly Dance 


Ralabow Grit Al Velrra Ore 


Variety Bills ine Seis 
THIS WEEK 
NEXT WEEK 


in connection with bills below 
Show, whether full or spli 


| Charlotte Van 


Hotel La Salle lr 
(Blue Front Room) | *°™ 


(Dec. 13) 


La Martinique 





pening day of 











‘aspar Reard yn 





WASHINGTON WOR ESTER 


Plymouth (9-11) 


Eddie Davis Ore ; 
| Jimmy O'Neill 


Russian Kretchma 


inciliithcedinisnens 


NEW YORK CITy | 





w ASHINGTON 


leon & Eddie’. 
Richard Himber Ore 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Wey Staple Kenny Gardner _ 
‘Senator Murphy Donnette deLys Frank Farnum Billie Mayche 








Paramount 


Ola Neideltberg 


Adelaide Moffett | Irma Cooper 


Spirits Rhy thm 


(Union City, N, 
Julie Wintz Ore 


Palace (20-21) 


Little Rathskeller 
Johnny Woods 


Old Roumanian 


Palmer Tlonuse 
(Empire Koom) 


Paramount (19) Bill Bertolotti’s 
Johnny. Wo is Lathrop Bros & 


Jeanette Garrette 


Lincoln Sq (18) (Glass Hat Rm) 


Pago Pago Clun (Center Squure) 


Pete Traito 
Kippee Velez Gls 
Kay Hamilton 
How; Re 
| Jane «© Anthony, 
_ Park Casing 
|; Sonny Saunderg 
Lou Tress’ Ore 
Vian Lik, 

(Clair @& Arena 
Jimmy Keogan 
\ 


MarjorieGa isWore 


Red win Inn 
(Pennsauker, N.J.) 
Joe My Fadden 


, > 
Betty Keenan 


h 


iJat ene 

Lillian Fitzee; ld 
69th St. Rathskelter 
loyettes 

Mrankie Schuth 

! Frank Max aura 

| Dorothy Bollinger 

| Nelby Cooke 

| Ruth Ma: Lean 
Mary Ann ] aird 
Lillian & Rox Kkwell] 
Bobby Lee 

| Helen Doyite 


| Schoot House fan 
Little Jule 

| Gypsy Rolita 

| Dottie Villard 
Jerry Marcella 
lou Martin 

Olita 

ve Campo 
;"'™mie Venu; Ore 
Silver Lake ton 
Tack Reynolds 
Bernice Foley, 

isa 

Mariono & De Vall 


rank Hesse] Ore 


|] 
E 
iJ 


Rendezyvoug 
(Hotel Senator) 
Don Craw ford Trio 

' Clefs 
Mike Pedecing 


Men of Rhythm 


| Raby Hines 


Hotel Biltmore (Peacock Km) 


: Sherman Hotel 
SPRINGFIELD 


Orpheum (15- 16) 


Bill's Gay 90's | Ray McKinley Minstrel Tavern 


Udgewater Keach 


Dave A Ppel 
Spatola’s 


;*Usan La nt 


Johnny Woods Hotel Bossert (Beach Walk) MeGoldrich, gy 


Place Elegante (Panther Koom) 


Harold & Lola © Mienon | Fats Waller Or 
Paramount (13-15) 
' Streets of Parig Dor Dorhen Gis 


Eddie Mayehoff 

















Cafe Continental 


Nordstrom Sis 


Collette Doy le 
Alex Makofka 


| Hal Hoffer 
Stamp’s 


George Mary hetts o 
Leonard Cook 


| Dorothy Dare 

| Niles & Jo-Ann 
Stork Club 
Helen Wilson 
Keller Sig 
Marty Collins 


| Reds ¢& Curley 
| Lillian litzgerala 


Elinor Daniels 
Geo White and 


EDWARD s 


1619 BROADWAY 


Jimmie Lunceford O 


HERMAN 


NEW YORK COL. 5-0930 














*] 2 
— Jackson & Nedra 


Frances Langford : 
Whirling Top 


| Geo Morris Ore 
Hotel Commodore 


Roberta W eich 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bowl 


‘ (Glass House Rm) 
NEW YORK CITY . 
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Mitchell Law, Into Effect Jan. 1, Will | i Nseers™ Experimental Theatre Gets Underway, 
Weed Out Many NY. Bookers, Specs But Actors, Authors Slow in Coming 





this week that ‘Sunny,’ starring 
Marilyn Miller, at the New Am- 
sterdam, 


























a chalked up a new 
r Broadway boxoffice record of 
‘ alanis $52,660 for nine performances. + 
7 eS i ' ‘ 4 That mark still stands. : 
When the New York state ticket | Comedy in London Incidentally, there were 60 Shows in Rehearsal | National Experimental Theatre, re- 
$ law becomes fully operative on Jan. | shows on the Main Stem then; | ferred to as N.E.T. in an agreement 
a 1, under the direction in N. Y. City | . today, ther are 20 current. | | between Equity and the Dramatists 
: of Paul Moss, commissioner of | ‘No Time for Comedy,’ the S. N. = ——_— "The Lady Who Came to Stay’ | Guild, has started to function in New 
F licenses, it is probable that there will !Behrman play in which Katharine ss —Guthrie McClintic. | York, but the anticipated rush of as 
i be a shakeup in the ticket field that | Cornell was starred over here. is due Murray Anderson Fixing | ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’—How- | P!T/N8 authors and actors yearning te 

will eliminate a goodly number of 4, be presented in Londen this | ard Lindsay and Russel M. j act has been absent sO. far. A joint 

persons who have been earning a . aon iis ‘Fun. Baker Out: ‘Hi-Ya’ | Crouse. | committee has been in session at te 
5 livelihood as brokers. Moss has the month, according to advices received ; ’ ‘Lady in the Dark’—Sam H. proses s hegeee sl yo ange ' 

wer to act, and it is just a matter last week. Diana Wynyard and Rex N y D b | U . Harris. su ris ilatic e thic i 

of how strictly he can enforce the| Harrison are named for the parts .Y. Debut is Uncertain ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’—Alfred | NET. 4 se gene oN stg se L 
few statute ‘originated by Miss Cornell and | de Linge, . ooo 
2 Commissioner, when asked about yaurenc ole ye ‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen’ and ‘All in The Flying Gerardos’ — Ed- ot a ee i 
F the effect of the Mitchell law, which anurans Calvier, with 3. Mi. Ten- |Fun, two musicals trying out in| Ward Choate. N.E.T. rules will be strictly adhered : 
r limits the premium on all tickets to M@Mt Producing. Stated that the Boston, are in varying stages of ‘The Talley Method’—Play- | to. It was figured that as the rules i 
5 75¢ over the boxoffice price, declined author will donate the English readiness, but the latter show is| Wrishts. halt any chance for quick profits, if 


to be quoted. Known that he be- 
lieves there are far too many so- 
called ticket agencies, particularly 
nests of speculators of the gyp type. | 


royalties to British war relief. 
Newest Behrman play, tentatively 


| called ‘The Taliey Method,’ is in re- 


hearsal under the direction of the 








dated for the Majestic, N. Y., Fri- 
day (20) next week. Phil Baker, 
who produced the revue with Leon- 


ard Sillman, appears to be definitely | 


‘She Had to Say Yes’ (‘Let Her 
Go’)—Dennis King. 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Max 
don. 


Gor- 


| 
jany, phoney schemes to evade Equity 
} 


requirements would be eliminated. 


| Actors’ leaders have been suspicious 


| of all commonwealth projects, but 


‘ =? . - } _ 1 
Larger agencies have frowned on the | Playwrights. Ina Claire is to be Out ef the show, indicating that in o = of Angels’ — Theatre [te qqne wal Saag heat gen ge era 
growth of such ticket handlers, who. starred. New York early this week. pn t th West’—Play- pose he 2 ey pe Mg he — ’P 
are more numerous than those in- | At that time Dr. Rockwell and | Pesan 7 1 ee he, te suited 1 -* pret ta 
cluded in the Equity-managers code, | Smith and Dale were sent for by oe x. ld Folish ».- John —— Sen SS ee Cree © 
~ which has a similar premium limit Sillman, while John Murray Ander- The O ae . ai 
on legit shows. | 


Besides the suspension or revoca- 
tion of licenses. the law provides for 


12 Shows on Way 


son 
proving a fair draw at the boxoffice 
in the Hub. Lee Shubert looked the 


was engaged to restage ‘Fun,’ | 


Golden. 

‘Eight O'Clock Tuesday’— 
Green and Struthers. 

‘The Hard Way’—Boretz and 


While the cost of operation will be 
kept down to absolute essentials, a 
certain amount of ‘front money’ is 


; ‘ : revu ‘er twice. but did tal evidentky necessary, but no way to 
i stiff penalties for violators. Latter | ? e ecg? pliondone . he heat can an | Helperin. | raise the coin is provided for in the 
: are subject to fines not exceeding | 0 Way; as , ' ‘Retreat to Pleasure’-—Group j regulations, N.E.T. expects that an 


$250 or imprisonment up to one year. | 
Regulations put forth by Moss do not | 








town for about six weeks. 
this was not in sight. 


Coin for 


Theatre. 


| operating fund may come in the way 


‘ , ‘Cue for Passin’—Aldrich and j|of a donation or subscrintion from 
2 slr Gen fas dé - 
mention the punishment possibilities. o ote penny hag rag AP = | Myers. |the National Theatre and Academy, 
tee the ape dg tps . date th ia) ~ = ber Fh gue : 

One objective aimed for by the com- back until Dec. 23, but latest plan Crazy With the Heat’—Kurt (which was chartered by Congress 
missioner is to eliminate s'dewalk 07 has aieniadl laying ‘ee | Kraszner. |about eight years ago. Although 

: . as ‘ 1 laying off next week, | 7 > : | wg : : 
ticket speculation. then beng sent to Washngton. Some | Yokel Boy’ (road)—Brown, NTA never functioned, the organiza- 
Former employees of the better- | cast changes may be made, but Max | Henderson, Crawford. |tion is still existent and a certain 


known agencies have st up shop for ! 
themselves, obtaining qu:rters in 
stores and other places of business. 
That explains how so many spots 
have mushroomed in N. Y. Most of 
such ticket people are wondering how 
they can continue, because the new 
regulations prohibit agencies being 
quartered in any other places of busi- 


j 


Annual decline in attendance on 
Broadway prior to Christmas was 
distinctly reflected in the grosses last 
week. Some shows were affected 
more than others, as usual, but the 
drop in takings was claimed to be 


less than last season. Dua! Thanks- 


Baer is slated to stick. There were 
reports that the ex-heavyweight 
champ aimed to go into training for 
a ring contest, but the proposed 
match is not dated until next June. 
Bobby Connolly left ‘Gentlemen’ and 
planed to the Coast, but may return 
late this week and rejoin the show 
for further dance direction. Joshua 








Bway Nears Full 
Stride As 16 New 





jamount of money was subscribed by 
|its socialite sponsors. Understood 
|there is money idle in its treasury 
| and $20,000 is mentioned as expected 
from that source. NTA was supposed 
to have raised $1,000,000 by subscrip- 
| tion. but no such sum was ever ob- 
tained. 

| Yet to be decided is whether 


ad- 


. ivi ays Ss eding reeks , iccion is . y 
ness. Solution would be for solo 8!V!"8 day on — ding week Logan replaced Edward Clark Lil- | ipa peta is to be charged for N.ELT. 
specs to combine and share other’) May explain why business held up ley as stager. performances, or whether ea 
quarters. somewhat better than anticipated. Management of the Alvin, N. Y., | OWS e earse will be geo ih Prinesgn ob- 

‘ ‘ - , 4 y ~ © . Ne f = 

Code Didn’t Curb Specs Comparative figures indicate that Where ‘Gentlemen’ is five — | Soon to pont vege nig NET apps 

When the code went into effect the last year, when the dual turkey holi- overdue, secording - eo Sree be a membershi corporation yet to 
same conditica days started, grosses went off 19% booking, was uncertain when and if snip c ‘ 2 


was anticipated. It 


be generally beneficial in holding | 
down high prices. The little specs | 
may have dropped out for a time, but 


straight plays currently as then. 
A dozen shows are on the way 
to Broadway. Due next week are: 


house in mid-January to make room 
for ‘Lady in the Dark.’ 


shows being listed in rehearsal as 


| detailed. That substantiates a recent 


| forecast that Broadway will not re- | 


was plainly intimated that a flock of while the dip this season was the show will debut there. There Legit productivity is now at the a pstecsy dh chit a Bape a 
“ c e tle } . . a . . | ‘ y ‘ 
4 small agencies would he forced out | quoted at 4%. There are not the he Rig eon ™ sed a peak for the new season, 16 new of the federal tax laws, which levy 
: of the ticket business, which would|Same number of high grossing, WHeTeby ee vane beeen ae 


heavy assessments against incor- 
porated business ventures. 


No Scenery 





just as many appear to be on hand | ‘Retreat to Pleasure,’ Belasco; ‘Cue Syracuse U. Cavalcade (ally be in stride until January and | R nopt ome ee of new 
now. for Passion,’ Royale; ‘The Old a a February, unusually late. There are Daan ae 
What is regarded as a hardship in Foolishness,’ Windsor; ‘All in Fun, Even the college howe are going but two musicals being readied, but ton onus will be weainnd back 
the matter of restricting the sale of Majestic. Week of Dec. 23: in for the cavaleade idea. Tam-| another pair are trying out and are stage, light and heat a necessary 
premium tickets to a place not shared ‘Old Acquaintance,’ Morosco; ‘Pal pourine and Bones, Syracuse Uni-| aimed for Broadway, a third of also front of the house staffs. Ex- 
by other businesses may fall upon | Joey,’ Barrymore; ‘Meet the People,’ | versity group, is now rehearsing | Coast origin also coming in. Early perimental shows are t> be limited 
those brokers who have been operat- | Mansfield; ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Bilt- | “Tambocade’ for presentation at the | in the fall it was the musicals that to three performances, that being re- 
ing that way for years along sup-| more; ‘Out West It’s Different,’ Civic theatre Dec. 17. The produc- | had the edge among presentations. garded as ample for showmen who 
posedly legitimate lines. It has not ; Booth; ‘Flying Gerardos,’ Playhouse: tion will be a musical cavalcade of Nine recognized producers are rep- | 1.2y be interested. Theatres are to 
been directly charged that some | ‘Off the Record,’ About Tomorrow.’ the outstanding numbers offered in| resented in the crop rehearsing.|}. obtained gratis, actors getting no 
brokers have been slipping tickets to | ‘Snookie,’ latter three being possi- the annual shows for 40 years. while there are six new managers of pay and authors no royalties. While 
(Continued on page 50) bilities. ‘Flight to the West,’ Hud- Included among the numbers will the younger school entering the field. ready to act in an advisory capacity, 
iliac * son. which was on the Christma: be songs by a number! of Syracuse Only two or three of the productions neither Equity nor the Guild will be 
card, is due in Dec. 30. grads who made their mark in the| being readied are known to have (Continued on page 50) 
HEAVY ICE SHOW SKED ‘Romantic Mr. Dickens’ stopped at musical and theatrical realm, includ- | picture backing and then only par- a —— 


FOR XMAS AND DEC. 31 





leaviest performance schedule for 7 ae ~ ~ ~ ee — 
any major stage show in midtown |} dem 
New York is scheduled for ‘It Hap- }} | Sam H. Harris returns from Mi- 
pens on Ice,’ Center, Radio City. | if ami tomorrow (Thursday) for ex- A eH 
Rink revue will play three times on amination before trial in plagrarism Bail 
Dec. 31, going on at matinee, regu- ff if suit involving ‘Stage Door,’ Edna : I 
larly in the evening and again at jf} Ferber-George S. Kaufman play ‘il 
midnight (New Year's eve). ‘Ice’ | li which he produced.. Action was at 
will also play matinees and nights on ff} filed last spring by Madge Christie, Fi 
Christmas and the following day iif who claims ‘Stage Door’ was lifted ey 
Performers will not receive extra ]] from ‘Through the Looking Glass,” 7 
Pay for the added performances of which she wrote in collaboration a 
with the possible exception of Joe vith Renita Randolp n 1930. ‘Door’ 4 
Cook. The comedian, show's top fea- produce 933 % 
7 
ture, has a salary and percentage Date f ‘ n of Harr Miss S 
contract which provides for addi- RIE7 Y Christie attorneys, I ade te " 
tional earnings when the gross if tinson, has not yet bee et Jen 
reaches an agreed upon level. Show © T * |] Pepper, of O’Brien, D & Raf- 
operates under the American Guild | t h M th ter counsel for the efe ants, 
of Variety Artists, the union having O © u 1S e e 1S On lf will next week conti! e exa a- 
fixed a limit of 12 performances jj, tion of Miss Christie, which was 
weekly. To date ‘Ice’ has not ex- J] - if started on Dec. 3. 
ceeded nine performances. a 
Equity has an eight-performance | , 
we eee at Ge Se USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL } Elnay Hile Upped 
eighth additional pay for ail addi- |} Chicago, Dec. 10. 
tional showings, oe eel Elnay Hile, who has been associ- 
ated with the Shubert office here 
© * . for some time as assistant to Sam 
’ | 7 Gerson, has been upped to post as 
arva —§ ecial Exploitation Advanta es tgent for the 8 thes: 
rd s Farce press agent for the Shubert thea- 
Boston, Dec. 10. if tres here. 
Harvard Dramatic Club will pro- | ae ee iauaiiiaiad She replaces Gertrude Bromberg, 
duce ‘Too Much Johnson,’ by Wil- ]} ii who has gone into the indie press 
liam Gillette, as its 6% lucti ° agentry field and now or h 
i tte, as its 62d production. o jg, agentry held and 1s now n tne 
Gillette wrote this one for himself }} Reservations en Copy May Be Sent to Any fj road ahead of ‘Male Animal.’ 
in 1894, and it will be the first farce . . nes ——— 
done by the Crimson thesps since Variety Office Wilella Waldorf, who previously 
the Dramatic Club was organized 32 || ii referred to John Van Druten’s ‘Old 
years ago. | if Acquaintance’ as the ‘Jane Cowl 
Theodore Squier, *43, and S. Leon- NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON show, with Peggy Wood,’ took a new 
ard Kent, 43, will direct the show . . i} slant in her N. Y. Post column last 
ehdia tatth aime tee Meoce taaaten’ TH 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. OO. Poise Fh. Blaser ch) encctionios Ge oneien 
' iCh wi i piay ine oant bwneaire riaddady ) r mentioning tne h -Stars 
Cambridge, Dec. 12-14. a senuamnets 2 . Ji as Peggy Cowl! and Jane Wood. 


-_— 


the Playhouse, Saturday (7), after 
one week. ‘Fledgling’ folding at the 


Hudson at the same time. 


ing Harry S. Lee, an _ old-timer; 
Ralph Murphy and Harry Joe Brown, 
now of H ly wood. 


tially. Film coin is expected to be 
more prominent in productions like- 


ly to come along later in the winter. 
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SAM H. HARRIS BACK 
FOR EXAM IN LIFT SUIT 
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re-Christmas Lull Puts Dent 


In N.Y.’s Third Sunday Legit Biz 





Sunday (8), the third for Sabbath 
performances on Broadway, saw no 
material change. Again eight shows 
payed, being dark Monday evening, 
four claiming a slight increase over 
the previous Sunday, three not far- 
ing as well and one getting around 
the same gross as before. The Sun- 
day business was approximately off 
7%, that 
for by the pre-holiday decline. 


So far Sunday is a take-it-or-leave- 
it proposition. League of New York 
Theatres, the managerial association 
which campaigned for performances, 
naturally advocates Sunday perform- 
ances, but some managers do not ap- 
pear to be interested. The hits are 
playing regularly, satisfied with at- 
tendance on Mondays, while produc- 
ers of $4.40 musicals refuse to take 
a chance with Sabbath performances. 
Showmen with hits still are opposed 
to tinkering with advance sales which 
include Mondays (when no perform- 
ances are allowed under the law if 
Sundays are played). 


The two musicals, ‘Hellzapoppin, 
Winter Garden, and ‘It Happens on 
Ice,’ Center, the pair of $3.30 musi- 
cals playing Sundays, again got the 
bulk of the trade. Both have plenty 
of moderately-priced seats which are 
preponderantly sought by Sabbath 
patronage. Whatever the improve- 
ment Monday (9) for the other mu- 
sicals was in the balcony, as pre- 
viously, 

Most of the straight shows which 
gave Sunday performances aimed 
for suburban trade. There are 19,- 
000,000 people resident within a 40- 
mile radius of the metropolis and a 
fraction of one percent would insure 
Sunday prosperity. Block ads were 
inserted in suburban papers inclusive 
of Newark last Friday (6), but re- 
sults were indeterminate. Cost to 
each show was $30. No extra space 
ads were used in the Manhattan 
dailies, though mention of Sunday 
was made in the regular directory 
ads of those shows which played. 
Sunday matinee possibilities remain 
untested. One show (‘Horse Fever’) 
played the afternoon again, without 
variance from the initial matinee try. 
‘Tobacco Road’ may also try after- 
noons, 


Through a zealous business agent 
of the stagehands union, it was 
claimed that an extra day’s pay was 
due heads of departments for the in- 
itial Sunday played. He contended 
that as the heads were on the job 
seven straight days, the additional 
coin, amounting to $13.75 each, was 
payable. Whole delegation from the 
union discussed the claim at the 


League’s offices, but the claim was} 


not upheld. James Brennan, IATSE 
vice-president, was on hand and as- 
serted there was no intention to 
overcharge when it was agreed to 
try Sundays without added pay. 





Weeding Specs 


Continued from page 49 











the smaller specs ‘for a price,’ but 


indications point that way, for tickets | 


to shows in strong demand gravitate 


to the little fellows in various ways. | 


Regulations framed by Moss may 
be subject to different interpreta- 
tions by the commissioner. It was 
pointed out to him that any number 
of hotel stands, usually branches of 
the big ticket brokers, would be af- 
fected by the ‘one business’ rule. 
Such stands usually also dispense 
newspapers, magazines, cigars and 
Cigarets. Same applies to depart- 
ment stores, several having ticket de- 
partments, which managers have 
favored because adding to distribu- 
tion possibilities. Believed that ex- 
ceptions will be made for hotels and 
large stores, if not some other in- 
stances, but there is no doubt that 
Moss anticipates forcing out a num- 
ber of undesirables. 


Court trial of the action question- 
ing the legality of the Mitchell Law 
fs due to be heard this month. Money 
for the proceedings has apparently 
been raised, though recently 
agencies, when told to pay the 3c per 
ticket levy payable under the code, 
replied they were broke. 


Seven NWN. Y. ticket brokers, who 
have been fighting a losing battle in 
the supreme and appellate courts 
of N. Y. to have the Mitchell Law 
declared unconstitutional, applied to 
the N. Y. supreme court Monday (9) 


for leave to file an amended com- 
plaint. Their plea for a_ tem- 
porary injunction against the. law 


the | 





TRIAL OF PORT. ME. 
LEGIT ANGELS WINDS UP 


| Portland, Me., Dec. 10. 
Court testimony was completed 
| Friday (6) in a $5,500 action brought 


in Maine superior court by Rotary | 
drop probably accounted | Attractions, New York, against group | 
and Preble, | 


;0f local businessmen 
|Inc., theatre holding company, as 
aftermath of nosediving late-1939 at- 
tempt of citizens’ committee to 
bring legit back to old B. F. Keith's 
‘theatre here. Committee refurbished 
|the house, renaming it the Maine 
Civic, and then allegedly proceeded, 
‘through a dubiously authorized rep- 
|resentative, to book an ambitious 
schedule of touring productions. 


| San Carlo opera was a successful 
opener, but ‘Of Mice and Men,’ which 
folowed, brodied, shuttering the 
house. Plaintiff now claims that it 
was never paid for latter, demanding 


|damages also for cancelled shows on | 


ithe theatre’s schedule. 


| The contracts were signed by Nor- 
jman T. Stocker as managing direc- 
|tor of the enterprise, the agency as- 
|serted last week. Businessmen on 
‘the committee countering this by 
|stating that Stocker was hired to 
handle publicity and exceeded his 
powers in going through the motions 
of signing contracts. Chairman ad- 
mitted, however, that local commit- 
; tee was very elastic body, with no 
/one knowing its exact composition 
\or what the other fellow was do- 
| ing. 

| The hearing was continued until 
next Friday (13) when arguments 
|will be heard. Lay representation 
'for Rotary Attractions was furnished 
by Sam H. Grisman. 








‘Walter Armitage Loses 
Arbitration Case; Must 








Equity was*the winner by arbitra- 
|tion over Walter Armitage in con- 
|nection with the British actor’s stock 
‘venture at Suffern, N. Y. By terms 
;of the decision, the actor-manager 
| will be required to pay the players 
| whom he engaged a total of $1,100, 
coin which would have been given 


'them by the association had not the | 


money deposited to guarantee sal- 
/aries been depleted. 

Armitage had been instructed by 
Equity to put up fresh coin, which 
he failed to do. Explained that the 
isum which Equity had for the Suf- 
i\fern company was used to make 


good Armitage checks which he ten- | 


dered the actors, but which proved 
to be rubber. Aliens are not per- 
mitted to appear in 
|/won an exception 
|managerial status 
|the shows proved 
troubles. 
Understood that Armitage had a 
| bankroll of $25,000 to ‘play around 
with’ at the start of the summer. He 


because of his 
His appearance in 
the least of his 


| were three bars around the estab- 


lishment—and the cost of maintain- | 


ing the liquor and food departments 
is said to have consumed the bank- 
roll. Armitage expected that his the- 
atre and cafe would be 
ported by the Suffern 
colony, what with impromptu enter- 


t1721! c 
weli SUp- 


tainment from the actors, but busi- 
ness appears to have been dull for 
the shows and the bars. It was 
figured, too, that the actors would 


provide a measure of intake to cover 
the cost of operating the wet spots. 
It appears that the players were not 
that thirsty. 





Bunce, 


Alan Nugent 7-year-old 


red-headed son of actor Alan Bunce | 


and grandson of J. C. Nugent, has 
been offered the part of the young- 
est Day child in ‘Life with Father’ 
next time a change is necessary 


Writing from Oakland, Calif., Eu- 
gene O'Neill has advised the The- 
atre Guild he has recovered from 
| his recent illness, 





! 
jhas been denied in this court and 
| the appellate division. 

| Brokers state they are omitting in 
their new complaint all claims that 
| the statute attacked is confiscatory. 
The reason for this is to bring the 
constitutional alone before 
the trial court. 


question 


Pay Actors $1,100 Claim 


stock, but he | 


opened a cafe and bar—in fact there | 


summer 


Engagements 


Hans Robert, ‘The Hard Way.’ 
Frances Farmer, ‘Hot Nocturne,’ 
Mady Christians, Margalo Gill- 
more, Beth Merrill, Mildred Nat- 
' wick, ‘The Lady Who Came to Stay.’ 
| Edith Atwater, Leif  Friekson, 
Hume Cronyn, John Emery, Helen 
Ford, Florence Sundstrom, Dorothy 
Patten, George Matthews, John Mc- 
Govern, Marie Adels, Joseph Foley, 
Art Smith, Ruth Nelson, Fred Stew- 
l'art, ‘Retreat to Pleasure’ (complete 
cast). 

Wynn Murray, ‘All in Fun.’ 


Kurt Robitschek 
Jammed Up Wit 





Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Kurt Robitschek, erstwhile, Paris- 
ian and New York vaude producer, 
who came to Hollywood a year ago 
with ambitious plans, is washed up 
so far as legitimate activities are 
concerned if council of Actors Equity 
' Association takes cognizance of find- 
ings of the local Equity committee, 
‘which has ruled that he can no 
longer produce here. 


Robitschek ran afoul the law on 
numerous wage complaints, and the 
district attorney's office is investi- 
gating alleged stock transactions in- 
volving several thousand dollars. 


Criminal complaint charging Rob- 
itschek with violation of the state 
labor law for failing to pay wages 
i has been issued by the Los Angeles 
icity attorney’s office, and wage 
|claims are on file with the state 
|labor commission totaling an addi- 
tional $128, with Robitschek given 
until Dec. 19 in which to settle. 


Charge by the city attorney was 

based on accusation of Sol Froh- 
|man, who charged producer with 
| failure to pay him balance of $44.07, 
'due as wages out of a total claim of 
| $70. Claims against Robitschek most- 
| ly grew out of ill-fated legit venture 
jat the Troupers Theatre of Holly- 
| wood, particularly with reference to 
| the production, ‘Miss Purity Lies.’ 
! Hearing was staged by the Equity 
| board here, with report made to the 
!council in N.Y., which has not yet 
| been acted upon, according to ad- 
vices received here. 


Robitschek, when he first came to 
| Hollywood, was touted as a top legit 
|stager and figured in numerous ‘lit- 
tle theatie’ productions hereabouts. 
, Most of his casts were sanctioned by 
| Equity’s Little Theatre department 
at the time. 














Kurt Robitschek's first effort in the 
| U.S. after coming over from Paris 
|was a straight-vaude show at the 
|Majestic (egit) New York, 
years ago. This also wound up as a 
no-payoff for the actors after three 
weeks of operation. 


Equity and Law 


Plays Out of Town 


OLD ACQUAINTANCE 


New Haven, Dec. 6. 


in three 





Out West It’s Different 


Princeton, Dec. 





fod 
i 











| Comedy acts by John van Dru- - Max Gordon resent comer 
ten; staged by Auriol Lee; settings, Rich- Ta ts by Bella’ aad “ Pen a“ ~ > se = 
ard Whorf; stars Jane Cowl and Peggy | Staged by Sam Levene and & sea "s 
Wood; features Kent Smith; presented by | wack, with settings by Donald Oensic eee 
| Dwight Deere Wiman at the Shubert, New | Presented for first time at Me a 
| Haven, Dee. 6-7, °40; $2.75 top }atre, Pring eton, N a ee Dee — cane . va 
Katherine Markham... ere . Jane Cowl top itl a oe Te Os 9S-18 
Bere ot Baer rere Kent Smith | Stewart Frank... f Ble 
| DOIG DTEKG: o:cc0csse eee- Adele Longmire | Joe Hinken ne sh pebalaltaints win . i 
| BADFINGER. cas ccevedecterce eoe Anta Franklin | Hiram Wor isworth.......Charles ‘eaene 
Mildred Watson Drake........Pemgy Wood | a See »..Katherine ee 
DOOR: osacdnccedorrenene soseees- dna West | Shep Stanley... cc. cccceee John St Mie 
Peete. DGD, 0 occecanetsbsces Barry Jones | Ke <9 alia ep iies: @ 1m * eset nnd 
Eee, | Gilda Corvan eikeobie 560060000 Erix Dantor 
With a Dec. 93d opening set for | Ingred are wer TT eee Tee soeeste. Satanie 
, 1 “fine care SCH aCeEREOES eens u.Te revor 
New York, this new van Druten | lon Vecteeniting ***" seesseses Gsm Dyan 
: s ROT EON. cocéscos eevee Arthur u 
comedy should come in the nature | 2d Vaudevillian...eccece.c.-Morton Have 
of a Yuletide gift to Broadway play- | toes ‘Sweelser..--s->- >, EE Sw al ea 
{ ‘ : ;o) 2 PORICD ee eee eeeees Alun MucAtee 
goers. Play is interesting, e pertly | - as 
. . H r ~J 
staged and beautifully acted against |, The Spewacks, Sam and Bella, 





a background of attractive settings | have let Broadway down and with 
ia thud that’s embarrassing, It’s all 


| and stunning feminine attire. It | the more regrettable since in their 

holds attention throughout its two|new play, ‘Out West It’s Different.’ 
'and a half hours and lives up to the | _—— preemed at McCarter here 
| ‘never a dull moment’ slogan. Cast- | the sad a Max Gordon banner, 
5 a Cowl nt jthey have achieyed moments of 
| ing of Jane Cowl and Peggy Wood | sparkling, perfect comedy. But it 
| as co-stars, which might have been | is sadly lacking in plot material. In 
| the foundation of a temperamental 


| stroke of genius. 


| 








| Deirdre 


headache, has turned out to be a 
There's plenty of 
room for the talents of both of these 
vet troupers, and each is_ ideally 
suited to her individual chore. Act 
one belongs to Miss Cowl, act two 
to Miss Wood, and they split honors 
in the third stanza, with a slight 
total edge going to Miss Cowl’s role. 
Their scenes together throughout the 
play are gems. 


Play has its side issues of ro- 
mance, illicit and otherwise, but in 
the last analysis boils down to a 
stage picture of two women friends 
who have succeeded in the writing 
profession, but whose private lives 
don’t turn out so well. Throughout 
their ups and downs, however, they 
have remained friends since school 
days, even when this friendship was 
challenged by romantic entangle- 
ments*sinvolving one woman in the 
family affairs of the other. Author 
has hit a realistic chord in present- 
ing his conception of these two char- 
acters, as such a pair are to be found 
Eaerouny represented in everyday 
life. 


Katherine Markham (Jane Cowl), 
writer of good books that enjoy fair 
sales, reaches ‘past 40’ following a 
series of love affairs that now find 
her in a romance with Rudd Kendall 
(Kent Smith), 10 years her junior. 
‘Kit’ has never married, among other 


| reasons being the one that the only 


man she ever wanted to marry hap- 
ened to be the husband of her life- 
ong friend, Mildred Drake (Peggy 


jattempting to take pot-shots at the 
|Mercury, Group Theatre, et al.. the 
| Spewacks have succumed to the 
prevalent weakness of building plays 
around one or two colorful page 1 
headline characters, while disregard- 
ing the need for a suitable story. It 
still holds true that no matter how 
| clever you say it, it’s essential that 
you have something worth saying. 


Mildly laughing at the theatre that 
is free from the confines of material- 
ism and on the superior plane of art 
for art’s sake, the authors have re- 
sorted to every cliche and ring in 
ail the terminology of the bohemian 
arty theatre. The exaggerated take- 
offs, particularly of the Group's 
golden boy wonder, Clifford Odets; 
the directorial genius of the ‘new 
Stanilovsky’ who doubles as the 
monster on the air, and Hollywood's 
‘Queen of the B’s,’ whose marriage to 
| the ‘American Checkov’ disrupts the 
|harmony of the Nucleus Theatre, 
|fail in themselves to provide suffi- 
|cient material for smash comedy. It 
jis only when they forget that their 
|story exists, somewhere around 10 
lo’clock at night, that the Spewacks 
|come into their own, but by then it’s 
{too late, and even so they fail to 
|sustain the new mood, 
| Action is laid in the classy uptown 
japartment of Stewart Frank, the 
| Nuclens Theatre’s shining hope, 
| where the cast has assembled to re- 
|hearse the ‘American Chekov's lat- 
lest contribution to the field of 
'drama. Two weeks before opening 
lthe play still lacks a third act be- 





rrit . « »] 
The. dination. An ay TB ag en |cause Frank yearns for Ingred Egan, 
alien, th eihieed  sstnten ae | refugee from Universal's B lot. Keith 


riage finally broke up after a 10- 
year try. Mildred’s daughter, 
(Adele Longmire), who 


| idolizes Kit and is more or less cold 


two | 


The performers | 


eventually received practical payoff, | 


but the majority portion 
salaries was never paid. 





Experimental 


Continued from page 49 


N.E.T. 











responsible for any 


tions, 


obliga- 


In the event that any play is 
duced within six months after 
experimentally shown, not cour 
June, July and August, N.E.T. is to 
receive 2% of gross and 5% of 
the manager's share of picture rights 
and all @ubsidiary rights (stock, ama- 
teur, radio, British and so forth). 
Any such money so obtained is to be 
| Shared 50-50 between N.E.T. and the 
'actors who appeared in the experi- 
mental performances. 

In the event the author disposes 
of the play and rights, he is to pay 
N.E.T. 5% 
| be split with the players in the same 
| proportion as though the play was 
| regularly produced within the time 
\limit. Advisory board set up con- 
|Sists of five named by Equity and 
five by the Guild. 

It is a question if more scripts 
| which go through the play-reading 
| sieve of managerial and picture offi- 
‘ces merit the effort of presentation, 


pro- 
it 1s 
iting 


the 


click is registered and authors are 


of their | 


to her own mother, has reached the 


| Grable, director of the Nucleus out- 
fit, tries desperately to keep Frank 
| glued to his working bench, but the 
|latter takes a runout powder long 
lenough to marry Ingred and bring 


age where she is contemplating wild | her sents to the Nucleus-infested 
oats, the subject being a chaser of | apar ge t) en 
the ritzy set named Lucien Grant.| From then on the play revolves 


Kit has never let Deirdre know of 
her numerous romances for fear she 


would follow suit, using Kit as her | 


model. 


Kendall proposes to Kit and her 
first reaction is ‘No,’ but subsequent- 
ly she decides the idea isn’t such a 
bad one after all and she tells Mil- 
dred that she intends to accept Ken- 
dall. Meanwhile the lad has met 


| Deirdre, and the young pair discover 


their mutual love. When 
learns of the situation that has ex- 
isted between Kit o d Kendall, she 
attempts to step out of his life and 


follow Kit’s example via a session | 


with Grant. She can’t go through 
with the final step, however, and 
Kendall persuades her to 
him while he goes to Hollywood to 
arrange a job as a play reader. Cur- 
tain comes with Kit minus her lover 
and Mildred minus her daughter, but 
with the two licking their individual 


Deirdre | 


wait for | 


‘around the efforts of Ingred and 
| Stewart to get a few moments alone 
| and escape the clutches of the hard- 
| driving Grable, who threatens to dis- 
band Nucleus unless Stewart delivers 
on time. 

Punctuating the script are delight- 
ful moments when a Hollywood ido 
and his ex-vaude stooges gag throug} 
l\the coaching of the group’s injured 
|leading man, Hiram Wordsworth 
| How Hollywood’s three Pep boys re- 


|act to Hiram’s intellectual spoutings 
and loudly proclaimed contempt fol 
the bourgeoise theatre as he puts the 
pix idol through the mill of realism 
| makes for socko comedy. 

Sam Levene, in the role of Grable, 
turns in a masterful performance as 
| he exacts every inch of comedy from 
a role that unfortunately handicaps 
him. Both he and Keenan Wynn, 
who gives a splendid and believable 
portrayal of the beautful but dum) 


wounds and deciding that even these | screen idol, carry off the evenings 
developments cannot destroy their | acting honors... Wynn's naturalness 
‘indestructible’ friendship in particular, augurs -well for the 
a 2 : py rat f the con 4 “oadway's ace 
Van Druten has fed his characters | future o! the go Broa Sneed 
some beautiful lines, his dialog main- | C!OW"-, C —— dead ag ha le that 
taining a high degree of excellence. | Egan, is suitably cast in a role that 
A well-chosen cast meets the author |iS. more decorative than mea 
more than half way in putting his Charles DeSheim is fine as wot 
ideas across. Miss Cowl has. her | Worth, who lives for the day whet 
best role in some time and plays it | he can give Broadway os ae 
outstandingly, She gives conception of Uncle Vanya. Mart 


t physical 
allure and acting skilj] to the part, 


| and the net result is a first-rate per- 


formance. Miss Wood, 
on her toes throughout in a glove- 


| fitting characterization, and she man- 


of his earnings, coin to | 


ages to be attractive even in a role 
that calls for overdressing. Adele 
Longmire is captivating as the in- 
genue daughter, having a knack of 


| putting considerable force into her 


delivery 
about it. 


turbulent 
well both 


without being 
Girl registers 


likewise, is | 


Blaine as Odets’ prototype, is ve 
| weak. 

Chief flaw in staging by Levene 
and Spewack,at opening here Satur- 
| day night (7) was in the timing, par- 
ticularly in first act. Donald Oens- 
| lager’s single setting of an apartmen! 
| provoked instant applause. Rosen. 





1 house 


| Robert Ardrey has taken 
!at San Antonio to write his nex: 





as to looks and histrionically. Kent ‘play. 

| Smith offers topnotch support as | , ’ ta ft 
Kendall, being equally skillful in his| During their -audeville date 'n 
scenes with the older Kit and the | Newark, Laurel and Hardy read 


| but every now and then a surprise | 


lever hopeful, while from the actors’ | 


| standpoint to come within the gaze 
| Of producers is always an opportun- 
jity to be cast in a Broadway show, 


‘factory bet for pix, 


i oe Deirdre. Barry Jones is in 
5) 


riefly as Mildred’s ex-husband, but | 


he makes 
count. 


Auriol Lee’s staging rates a hand, 
as also does Richard Whorf's efforts 
in the scenic department. 
tion as a whole spells class that in- 
dicates click possibilities. 


every minute onstage 


Also satis- 


Bone. 


Produc- | 


| scripts and heard the scores for sev- 
|eral musicals, trying to find one to 
do on Broadway. 





Day Tuttle and Richard Skinnes 
will toss a party for the ‘Charley s 
| Aunt’ company on stage at the Cort 
IN. Y., after the Christmas eve pet- 
formance. 
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All Chi Legit Houses Light Up Next Wk: 
People’ Good $14,000, ‘Love’ N.G. $9, 00 





Chicago, Dec. 10. 
Every theatre in town 
ist in this city in years. 
Michigan avenue Studebaker is re- 
lighting, 
‘Pins and Needles’ due in on Dec. 17 
at $1 (tax included) top. 


‘Meet the People,’ originally slated 
to finish Dec. 14, has decided to hold 
on still another week due to the 
excellent trade that this musical has 
been pulling. Will pull out of here 
Dec. 21 and ag . the Mansfield, 
New York, Dec. 

Grand will be lai over Dec. 26 
by Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne | 
in ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ for 
a run of three and a half weeks. 

Due to a booking mix-up, ‘Pygma- | 
lion’ with Ruth Chatterton were | 
forced out of the Selwyn Saturday | 
(7) after two weeks and yesterday | 
(Monday) opened in the Erlanger, 
where, also, it will be allowed | 
stay only until Dec. 22, when that | 
house will be taken over by ‘Du- 
barry Was a Lady.’ 

Selwyn was taken over last night 
(Monday) by Ruth Gordon in ‘Here 
Today’ as the third play on the 
American Theatre Society-Theatre 


will be | 
ighted next week, the largest legit | 
Even the | 


with the second edition of | 


Philly Story’ Big $19,500 
In Mpls.-St. Paul Split 





Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 
Katharine Hepburn in ‘Philadel- 
+ phia Story,’ in 2,200-seat Lyceum at 
$3.30 top, did terrific estimated 
$15,000 in three nights and matinee 


| 


j;tan after one week to very poor 


last week 
were capacity 
| sell-outs. 

In St. Paul, same attraction grossed 
approximately $4.500 for two nights. 
Critics went overboard praising play 


Several performances 
and the others near- 


L.A. Legit Blackout 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Salici’s Puppets folded at El Capi- 





, 4 and company. By drawing more 
‘trade despite excellent notices. than $5.000 in Madison, Wis. gross 
| Marionettes garnered slim $4,000 on on week approximated $25,000, 
| the stanza and house goes dark until | 


|up visit here before going to Broad- 
way, 
stanza. 


Guild subscription season. The 

Lunt-Fontanne show will be the |} 
fourth on this seasori’s series. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone | 

(40th week) (1,200; $2.75). Several | 

turnaways again last week and 


pounded through to brilliant $16.000. 

‘Meet the People,’ Grand (10th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Will have had 
a highly profitable run of it. Power- 
ful last week at $14,000. 


‘Night of Love,’ Harris (ist week) | 


(1,000; 2.75). Drew n.g. reviews. 
Poor $9,500 for initial session. 

Pygmalion,’ Selwyn (2nd week) 
(1,000; $2.75). With party trade 


helping, got excellent $12,000. Moved | 
to Erlanger } last night (Monday). 


3 JEETERS PLAY ‘ROAD’ 
IN N.Y. ON 8TH ANNI 


With three 
and several dozen alumni 








Jeeter Lesters on stage 
from the 


| 


various companies out front, the im- | 


perishable ‘Tobacco Road’ gave a 
nip-up performance at the Forrest 
theatre last Wednesday night (4) to 
mark the start of its eighth year on 
Broadway. The party tossed by au- 
thor Jack Kirkland at Toots Shor’s 
afterward set some kind of a long- 
run record, too. It was quite a night 
all around. 


Actual performance was the 2,972d, 
drawing a capacity house of $880 at 
a $1.10 top. Besides filling the reg- 
ular seats and boxes, the audience 
also required the placing of chairs in 
the orchestra pit. Many appeared to 


Green’, 


be seeing the show for the first time, | 


but others had obviously attended 
before, in some cases several times 
As usual, there were several sailors 
n the house, the play apparently be- 
ing a favorite with men on 
leave in New York. 


shore 


Three Jeeters for the occasion were | 


Will Geer, Charles ‘Slim’ Timblin | 
and James Barton. Geer, who has 
been in the part in New York for 
some months, played the first act. 


on the 
did the 
1,899 


more 


Timblin, who had played it 
road, but never in New York, 
second act Barton, whose 
performances in the part are 
than anyone else has played it, took 
the third act. All took 
gether at the final curtain. 

To one who has seen six different 


bows to- 


actors in the role of the shaggy 
share-cropper at various times, Geer’: 
performance was the most legitimate 
Both Timblin and Barton did consid- 


erable vaudeville clownjng 
ging, getting more col 
art, but thereby ig the play 

tself. Barton, in particular, did one 
bit of business early in the third act 
that drew a lengthy how], but which 
was in such bad taste that it weak- 
ned the play as a whole. 

How many members of that anni- 
versary audience had at some time 
Seen in the original or one of the 
various road companies no one pres- 
ent seemed to know. A cursory look 
around the lower floor revealed more 
than a dozen, of whom the most 
notable were James Bell, who played 
Jeeter for a time early in the New 
York run, and Haila Stoddard (Mrs. 
Jack Kirkland), who played Pearl in 
the first road company. 


and mug- 
out of the 


sacrificir 





‘Foxes’ 3G in Spokane 
Spokane. Dec. 10. 
Tallulah Bankhead in ‘The Littl 
Foxes’ at the Fox for one night (5) 
last week, grossed approximately 
$3.000. 
Majority 


1 orde1 


of tickets were sold by 


; Guild in presenting 


after 


| tions are holiday period will find | 
| most of legit houses dark. 


week in pre-Christmas slump, held 
up to a comfortable level for both 
the town’s current shows. 


return engagement of a single week 
lat the Forrest after a terrific warm- 


ing on ATS subscription, got $11,500 | with 
and left town with two profitable 
weeks to its credit. 


the Record,’ 
| bowed in 

Locust, and tomorrow night (Wednes- | 
day) comes George Abbott’s musical. 
|*Pal 
actual preem here in exactly a 





holidays. 


Nothing else in town and indica- 


LUNTS’ GET BIG $15,000 
IN INDPLS.: 56 IN L’ VILLE 


Indianapolis, Dec. 10. 
Eddie Dowling and Julie Haydon | 
opened yesterday (Monday) at the 
English Theatre for three nights and 








“DUBARRY FINE 


Wednesday matinee in ‘Time of 
Your Life.’ 

Last week, ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ with Lunt and Fontanne, in 


four night performances and Satur- | 


(7). garnered approximately 


$15,000 


day 
great 








Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 
Legit biz, figured to nose-dive Jast Lunts’ 5G in L’ville 
Louisville, Dec. 10. 
The Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No 
| Night’ grossed estimated $5,000 at 
Memorial Auditorium, Tuesday (3). 
| This is a remarkable figure, in view 
|of fact that house seats 2,400, and 
rarely has a sellout except for an 
occasional big name concert. 
Entire lower fioor was sold out, 
very few balcony seats un- 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ playing a 


grossed $25,000 in the repeat 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ play- | 


sold, 





This are ‘Off 
comedy tryout, which 


last night (Monday) at | 


week’s newcomers 


‘Old Acquaintance’ Tryout 
Got So-So $4,300 in N. H. 


New Haven, Dec. 10. 
Press practically raved and gen- 
eral comment was good, but pre- 
|Xmas lull apparently was cause of 
holding press of ‘Old Acquaintance’ 


to the Forrest—the first | 
year. 


Joey,’ 


Both shows stay to Dec. 21. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Forrest 


(one week only) (1,800; $3.30). Fine down to a so-so approximate $4,300 
biz for this return engagement, with on three performances at $2.75 top 
only some matinee weaknesses due | s+ Shubert here last week. 

» Xmas shopping; fine $25,000. ‘Pal Lost holiday is 


booking prior to 
current week’s stand of Dante in 
‘Sim Sala Bim.’ Only other show on 
file at the moment is Miriam Hop- 
kins in break-in of the Guild’s ‘Bat- 
tle of Angels,’ set for Dec. 27-28. 


Joey’ opens tomorrow (Wed.). 

‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Locust (2d 
week) (1,500; $2.85). Got $11,000 in 
final stanza, slight drop from open- 
ing week also laid against shopping 
competish in afternoons. 


Inside Stufi—Lesit 


Way Thelma Schnee first met Herman Shumlin makes a good story, now 
that young actress has clicked for producer in a big way in ‘Corn Is 


and had returned to her home in New York when she learned that Shum- | 
lin lived in the same apartment house where her parents resided. After 
repeated efforts to meet him coming out of the building, she went down- 
town to Shumlin’s office and told a secretary 
tual acquaintance. Shumlin asked her who the mutual acquaintance was 
and Schnee gal said ‘the doorman at the apartment house’. 

Producer thought it was a good joke, and young actress seized the op- 


portunity to show him she could act, going through a couple of scenes 
before he could open his mouth. Shumlin was impressed and promised 
her he would use her the first time a role came along. Part in ‘Corn I: 
Green’ resulted. She had appeared on Broadway only once before, in a 
minor role in Sidney Kingsley’s ‘World We Make’ last season. Girl was 

kin of the Schnee Brothers being well known in busi- 


born in Bridgeport, 
ness circles. 


Staff of the Dante magic show, ‘Sim Sale Bim,’ was sizzling last week 
at management of the Playhouse, Providence, in which the show played, 
and has filed a formal complaint with the United Booking Office. Claim 
William Brown, the manager, hamstrung them by refusing to take any 
responsibilities, referring everything to home office of the theatre owners 
Schneider Theatres, in Boston. Opening night, according to the complaint, 


! 
| 





‘Animal’ 15G in Det. 


Detroit, Dec. 10. 
‘The Male Animal,’ with Elliott 
Nugent, wound up its six days here, 


eight performances, on Saturday (7) 





! 





| Somewhat under earlier 


| 


at the Cass. sole survivor among the 
town’s legit houses, with an esti- 
mated good $15,000. The house was 
scaled up to $2.65. 


—€ 


Bway in Slight Pre-Xmas Dip, But 
Hattie, ‘Purchase’ Each $32,000; 
Corn Big $17,500, 12th Night, 21146 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 


|O (Operetta). 


‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (10th week) (R-1,160; $4.40). 
Seasonal decline in attendance for 
period before Christmas started last 


| week, but grosses not badly dented; 


House resumed Monday (9) with | 
jthe Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No 
| Night,’ at $3.30 top. 





'HI-YA’ WEAK 
$9,000 IN HUB 


Boston, Dec. 10. 

Interest in the two musicals, 
Gentlemen’ (with Max Baer) and 
‘All in Fun’ (with Bill Robinson), is 
light, while ‘Life with Father,’ now 
in its 1lth stanza, is the hit of the 
town, with seats still selling way in 
advance. 

‘Fun’ is improving during its try- 
out revamping here and remains a 
third week before going to New 
York. Phil Baker is definitely out of 
the show. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life with Father,’ Repertory (10th 
week) (965; $2.75). Still plenty lively 
and becoming a fixture around here. 
pace; but 
at $13,000, record here for run show. 

‘All in Fun,’ Shubert (2d week) 


i the 


| Hutchinson and Arthur Ripley; 
| ten by Milton Laz~rus; 


‘Hi-Ya | 


better than $23,500 quoted here. 


‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin 
(7th week) (M-1,214: $3.30). Has 
been operating to goodly profit de- 
spite opposition from other musicals; 
colored outfit rated over $16,000. 

‘Delicate Story,’ Miller (1st week) 
(CD)-940; $3.30). Opened last mid- 
week; some notices favorable with 
balance mixed; Theatre Guild 
subscription will help; better line 
this week. 

‘Every 
(C-956; 


Beck 


Man for 
$3.30). 


Himself,’ Guild 
Presented by Arthur 
writ- 
jumped here 


| from Coast; opened Monday (9); 
weak press. 
‘Fledgling, Hudson (2d week). 


| to excellent money; 


;among the 


| week) (R-3,087; 


| (1,590; $3.30). Getting a fair break at 
ithe b.o., around $15,000 for second 
| stanza. 

‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen,’ Colonial (lst 
seven performances) (1,643; $3.30). | 
{Landed favorable press, but n.g. 
$9,000. Max Baer will remain in 


| 


' 


| 


| 


Gal was just out of Carnegie Tegh drama school in Pittsburgh | grct go as an indie producer, 


jmnames for 


she had been sent by a mu- | 


| starring role here, 


despite rumors of 
Jack Haley’s stepping in. 


‘RECORD’ FAIR $8, 200 
AND PANS IN WASH. 


Washington, 
Record,’ John 


Dec. 10 

Shubert’s 
can 
quintet of Holly wood 
approximately fair $8,500 


‘Off the 


thank its 


last week. Local critics not only 
tore into show here last week at 
National, but seemed to unload all 


itheir disappointment over preceding 


the doorman in the orchestra section couldn’t put tickets in the right slit | 
of his box and had to open it during a lull] to straighten out the ducats; 
also, that balcony tickets were dr opped into an open containe! At the 
end of the night Dante’s staff couldn't get a state t from Bi roy They 
squawked, but were told that hed bring in an auditor the eh day to 
prepare one. 

Deal whereby ‘Delicate Story,’ hich opens t the Mille Ne = 
week, was made a Theatre Guild tit ttr is regardet a 
smart move on the part of Gilbert Miller < Vinton Freedley, who pro 
duced the new Molnar comedy. Play thereby obtained the Guild’s sub- 
criber support during the three weeks | o Ch 1 pe hick 

lally the weakest of the season i atte nce 

Guild’s subscriptions are usually absorbed i ree ( ne-half week 
Some seasons back, when there were more bscriber such patronage 
covered approximate aly the first five weeks Miller is a iated with the 


‘Twelfth Night,’ St. James, also a sul 
Boost of the Equity initiation fee to $100, which started Dec. 1, applies 
to all new members, but is not retroactive in regards to former members 
who may rejoin. It was understood that people not in good standing could 
wipe out dues owed by payment of the former $50 initiation fee, if apply- 
ing prior to the deadline. 
Former members back in dues are not requ 


scription show. 


cation. If wishing to obtain good standing, they may seek a settlement of 
the amount owed. Known that in any number of cases Equity has ac- 
cepted one-half or even less Jt is mostly up to the explanation furnished 


for not paying previously. 





Offices atop the Little, N. Y., principally occupied by Brock Pemberton, 
| are being repainted aa repaired by the Times, which owns the propert 
Site was acquired by the daily for the purpose buil another entrance 
to the publication plant, which ranges along 43d street, but the construc- 
tion plan was shelved indefinitely some time 
Little is available for shows, but de ould be for a fouw 
‘ental a ent for a | ted pe l ( Time ! 
Clice < r erore I ¢ 15€ 


red to file membership appli- | 


four flops upon it, too. Opening was 


big, reviews knocked props out from 
under b.o. the next two days and 
then it built for the finish, latter 
»bviously due to film fans who were 
interested in seeing Bruce Cabot, 
Mary Brian, Betty hate Dennie 
Moore and Hugh O'Connell 

Current is another new one, Max 
Gordon’s production of the Spe- 
wack’s new comedy, ‘Out West It’ 
Different,’ with Claire vairas and 
Levene. Next week another tryout, 
Playwrights’ ‘Flight to the West,’ by 
Elmer Rice, with Betty Field 


Time of Life’ Pulls 
Fine $12,000 in Milw. 


Milwa kee Dec 10 


if te f ¢ 7 ¢ é € 
ture a P tT ce 

é T ff i f I © f 4 I I 

e J J H 

( 1 si of the le é ! t 
the Pabst t week ed esti- 
mated $ 000 t $2.15 7% n eight 
pe f, . 

ss tre f € t was 
a Dig bDeeE part ¢ Frede kK 
Pabst ie of the por of the 
Society of Allied Art inde whose 
au — they appeared here, at the 


P; bst brewery. 
Laity in Waiting’ Takes 
Fair $9,000 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 10. 
‘Lady in Waiting,’ in which Gladys 
George has the lead role, finished 
a one-week stand at the American 


theatre, sole legiter here, Saturday 
1(7) with a fair b.o. record for this 
lseason of the year. * Nine perform 
ances grossed an estimated $9.000 
with the house scaled to $2.80. Crip 
were 100% for the piece 

‘Mornings at Seven,’ a National 
Play G a} Inc ¢ 

y the only one f: t ource 
‘ 1 } ] | + 

A rye one re 

last nigk Vlonday ) House 


| got $29,600; 


Withdrawn Saturday; panned; played 
one and one-half weeks. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Lyceum (7th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 
Eased off, but turned in fairly good 
gross to profit, and will make the 
grade; $12,600. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter 
(116th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). 


Garden 

Holds 
rated around 
$24,000; got $5,000 Saturday, evening 
scale being $4.40. 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(13th week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Still 

list’s good things, but 
under pace of early weeks; rated 
around $23,000; makes good profit at 
that level. 

‘Horse Fever,’ Mansfield (2d week) 
(C-1,000; $3.30). Somewhat _  im- 
proved, but must materially perk up 
to stick; around $4,000; house gets 
‘Meet the People’ week of Dec. 23; 
‘Fever’ will possibly move. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (9th 
$2.75). Opposed ‘Ice 
at Madison Square Garden 
affected rink revue, which 
advance sale indicates 
big holiday attendance. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (12th 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Moved here 
from Belasco Sunday, when night 
performance was given; claimed bete 
terment; around $6,500; two for ones 
have been dropped. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (56th 
week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Sellout pace 
continues with little variance; lead- 
ing holdover comedy quoted over 


$18,600 again. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ agers 
(28th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Ease 
off slightly and tied with ‘Panama 

for gross leadership; quoted 


Follies’ 
hardly 


Hattie’ 


at better than $32,000. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Musie 
Box (60th week) (C€-1,013; $3.30). 


Felt the post-Thanksgiving dip, natue 


ral for attraction playing in second 
year; $12,500 was profitable will 
play into January. 

‘Panama Haitie,’ 46th St (6th 
week) (M-1 347; $4.40). Getting all 
house will hold with standees al- 
way in evidence; better than $32,- 
000; no higher gross on list and tops 
ticket demand in agencie 

‘Romantic Mr. Dickens,’ Playhouse 
Taken off Saturday; played single 
week; adverse press. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (37th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Was slated 
for tour after holidays, but intention 
is to stick through January; rated 
around $8,000; makes money at that 
level for one-setter. 


National 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ (2d 


week) (D-1,162; $3.30) G! again 
ound $17,500, with capacity reg- 
tered through week; if not for the- 
itre parties at conce lor at tak- 
WVOtl 4 G nave bee ; I t 
‘Tebacco Road,’ Forrest 364th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10) Sundays 


have helped of late; betters even 


1 


break here, but roaa show continues 
to turn in real profits; around $4,000. 
Revivals 

‘Twelfth Night,’ St Jame (2d 
week) (D-1,526; $3.30). Among the 
best draws, with patrona mostly 
through direct boxoffice sale; quoted 
at better than $21,500 last week 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Windsor (8th 
week) (C-1,064; $3.30). For first 
time in 40 years old laugh show will 


revived in London at Christ- 
here; 


not be 

mas; has been doing very well 

eased to $10,000 but still okay. 
Added 

‘Mum’s the Word,’ Belmont (1st 

week) (400; $3.30). Was announced 

to stop Saturday after four show- 


ings, but continuance decided on; 
Arthur Elmer replaced Hiram Sher- 
man as ater pg -mtgetel otherwise it is 
Jimmy Sez ivi »’s solo revue which drew 

mixed notices 
‘Ballet Russe,’ 5ist St. (Warner’s 
Hollywos rd) Extended engagement 
f dance attraction has been getting 
hot and cold review but business 
excellent especially Saturday and 
Sunday: average well over $30,000: 
mnmcder that Here lact week 





iB pein bee baler te 
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Plays on Broadway 


DELICATE STORY 


ome Wo & 


M he 1 e ‘ y 1% 1 }ie ‘. 

’ 
by I Mo a ; 
t { M gett ns ‘ 
pe x “ 
Ma ( I 
Alrs Lsrereik. wcccccessee ! s 
a) ** 
soe a a +44 4 
B ; cudas \) | WKorft 
MI s rerrit yt to Mbit "| 
Hlemry Cristol..ccesces j l 
os. wetness OD Oee es Nor i i ' 
Ist Crist Child. wcccee Heo ! 
2nd ¢ ‘ Prrrrtr es. . N maf 
graf C1 to ‘ i Lialder becker 
Mi Menard ..iccadceoes Ca ’ Nillsor 
Summons & CT cccess .. Leste bi 
Little Gir 2S fae pee sa Pat shea 
Police Captain,...see cous Fear Grity on 
Office ALTONCUNL., cee qieeees Gordon N son 
Laborer, és ineeenes a in rows 
Collewe Girl... .cccocesesss Natalie Thompson 
Mra. Clermont... cocreess ...Florence Fa 
Servant Girl...e.. oe Jacqueline Clirt 
Physician. ..cccccscoveccccces Hari ] ! 


‘Delicate Story’ is truely titled. ft 
is light comedy but so well played 
and presented that the latest Molnar 
contribution, after his long lapse, 
should be part of Broadway's none 
too sturdy stage fare for a moderate 
engagement. 

‘Story’ is Gilbert Miller’s second 


participation this season, | being 
teamed with the Theatre Guild in 
presenting ‘Twelfth Night (St. | 


James). He and Vinton Freedley are 
, Sllar 
co-producers of the new play, Mille: 


in addition having translated the 
Hungarian’s script, based on the 


short work ‘The Patsy Baker's Wife,’ 
and he also staged it, adroitly. 


‘Story’ has 22 speaking parts and 
three settings. Chief among the 
players is Edna Best, one of the 


favorite comediennes from London. 
She is charming as the pretty matron 
of the play. Her Mary, wife of 
Henry Cristof, whom she aids in con- 
ducting a delicatessen in Switzer- 
land, may be somewhat embarrassed 
in her pseudo love affairs, but the 
part is given the allure of a 
actress. Miss Best has been on the 
Coast for vears and her L. A. to N. Y. 
adds lustre to the Broadway boards 

In expanding the one-acter to a 
full leneth play, in two acts, the 
author has spread his humorous 
lines. Principal background, that of 
a shop with its sweetmeats and edi- 
bles, is somewhat bizarre for the 
sometimes bright dialog. Frequently 
fresh pastries are brought on by the 
loquacious apprentice, usually amus- 


ng 

Among those who come to the 
shop for beer and sandwiches is 
Oliver Odry, a young man _ who 


must report to the Army in a few | 


weeks. He is sure he'll never re- 
turn and presents the argument that 
therefore women should grant favors 
to lads going to the front, as their 
part of the sacrifice. 

Mary fancies that Odry is in love 


with her. She almost throws her- 
self at him, unmindful of her com- 
yutable 11 vears of marriage with 
rea let along their three kids. 
Mary is even brusque to the cus- 
tomers, so intent is she on being 


romantic with Odry, then crestfallen 


when she learns at the end that the! 


young man is in love with a neigh- 
»orhood stenographer. 

There are two top in 
‘Story.’ One is at the finale of the 
first act, within a police station, with 


scenes 


fine , 


{Harry Gribbon as the captain. It 

the seasoned comic's first appear- 
ance in legit for so long that few of 
the first nighters recognized him, but 


giggled at the cap’s small talk, 
ally when he advises Cristof 
how his ealling cards should be made 
out. Seene is a modified Irish Justice 
bit. so well done that the similarity 


they 


esveci 


{ 


—_ 





Tallichet, making her debut here, ts 
attractive as Helen, but romance Is | 
not emphasized in the new play.! 
Wally Maher and Charles A. Hughes | 
are believable as stage gunmen. | 
John Gallaudet, as York, and Grant | 


Literati 





Richards, as a picture bad man, 
about complete the principal parts. 
Action is cluttered up by a woman | 
renting agent bringing in people to 
look the house over. 

Three Hollywood comedies—Bev- 
erly Hills,” ‘Quiet Please’ and ‘Glam- 
our Preferred’—opened and promptly 
closed recently, and it is doubtful if 


Canada’s U. 8. Mag Ban 

U. S. comic strip magazines, as 
well as crime, sex and similar pulp 
‘fiction, are prohibited in Canada un- 
der new regulations designed to con- 
serve foreign exchange for purchases 
of war materials. Official govern- 
ment ruling, banning importation of 


| the 


is hardly —, More of i this one will Go mucn meuey. pees, long list of ‘luxury’ or ‘non-essen- 
might have placed the piay l he yg Neer : : 

us | tial ‘articles includes: 
<_y ‘ther scene is between Miss MUM’S THE WORD | ‘Periodical publications, unbound | 
Rest pee poe Fa . ett. when she con- One-man revue {n two acts, 10 scenes, | OF paper bound, consisting of fittion 
fesses caring for Odry. Henry goes presented by Savo, In Concelved by and | or printed matter of a similar char- 
to the cons to find out the meaning of + sade —— ae eee —_ os acter, including detective, sex, west- 
a summons for his wife. It turns OUt | FRorbert Kingsley: stage ior, Al Web- | ern and alleged true or confession 
to have been over a minor accident ster, _ selmont ‘ y. pening Dec. 3, stories, and publications bound or 
concerning a eee 5 ae } ee ok ee ee |paper bound, commonly known as 
an Vv yere aSs gers, é | | ‘ . - | 
es hae she said she visited| Presenting Jimm. Savo's panto- | COMES, but not including bona fide 
her sick mother. Mary not only ad-| mime for more than two hours is supplemenis used with newspapers. 
mits liking Odry, but says she had | like running a racehorse for five The ban is not considered likely to 
similarly eared for at least sixemiles before he goes to the starting | affect importation of the ‘better- 
other guvs at various times. yet there gate. In both instances they get! class, serious magazines’ from the 
had never been any Inficelities. | very tired—and Savo also makes the U.S.A. 

Fassett is very good during that | audience very, very tired. | 


scene and the final interlude. There 
are a number of small parts assigned 
to good plavers, most of whom won 


Himself 


presented at 


_ Every Man for 


Farce comedy in three acts 
the Guild. N.Y., Dee. 9, ‘40, by Arthur 
Hutchinson and Arthur Ripley; written by 
Milton Lazarus; Lee Tracy starred; staged | 


; 








by Rip $5.30 top. 
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Wally’s Uncle Tie ..George Roberts 


When this play was tried out in 
the east two seasons back it layed 
an egg. under the title of ‘Once Upon 
a Night’ Laurence Schwab. who | 
had it then and worked on Milton | 
| Lazarus’ script, tucked it away in the 
storehouse. He appears to have been 
jright, judging from first night im- 
| pressions. | 
| As ‘Every Man For Himself’ the 
| play went on at Santa Barbara sev- 
| eral weeks ago and it was reported 
'around the studios that a surprise | 


| 


hit had been uncovered. * That it 
brought Lee Tracy back to the 
boards warranted attention in itself. 


He doubtless was attracted to ‘Him- 
self’ because of the melodramatic 
| angles, for it was the comedy-melo- | 
drama ‘Broadway’ that ‘made’ Tracy. | 
New play seems to miss on a num- 
ber of points, not the least of which 
lis the failure to win enough laughs. 


It has gangsters, but sudden comedy 
incidents that made ‘Broadway’ a 
sock attraction are absent. It is a 


follywood play and Broadway isn’t 








going in for that type of comedies 
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SINCE 1830 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


Plays for Stage, Screen and Radie 


this season. 


| ‘Himself’ concerns an author able 
to outline what sounds like good 
stories when in his cups, but who 
completely forgets the whole thing 
upon sobering up. There was just 


such a writer who was well known 
on Broadway and who went to the 


Coast, where he figured in fashion- 
ing a number of grade A films. } 

Wally Britt is the _ prototype. 
Emerging from a four-day binge in 
his Hollywood Hills home, he knows 
nothing of his actions, even that he 


married Helen at Tia Juana the 
night before. She was supposed to 
wed York, a film producer. Britt 


had promised York a 
yarn for the specialist 
tough parts, Humphrey Harrison, 
and was to be paid $10,000. 

In walks one Rittenhoff, a counter- 

part of Dutch Schultz (a prohibition 
rnobster who was bumped off in 
Wewark), and with him a sinister 
side-kick called Grogan. They are 
ermed with rods and threaten the 
others every now and then, but don’t | 
fire a shot. After repeal Rittenhoff | 
went into the candy business, 
specializing in fudge. 

His presence is explained by the 

fact that he is in love with Helen, 
whose guardian he was, and he pro- 
posed doing away with York. The 
IL.A. detective chief arrives just in 
time to thwart the mobster. Most 
of the play’s fun is provided by | 
sound effects, sirens of police cars | 
end an earthquake effect. Doubtful 
if Coast audiences were amused at | 
the latter bit, especially in San Fran- | 
| cisco, where the show played before 
jumping east. 

Tracy is a very clever straight 
| comedian, his sense of timing usually | 
| being unerring, and he turns in a | 
' creditable performance as Britt after | 
| being away from Broadway for five | 


synopsis of a 


studio’s t in 





25 West 45th Street, 
Bil West 7th Street. 


New York 
Los Angeles 





| Years. Among those who returned 
i with him are Charlie Williams, whe 
ins most of the laughs as a screw- 
sound-effect man. Margaret | 


| chances of getting by are extremely 


Free Mag for Upper Strata 
New mag, Park East, designed to 
smart 


There’s no disputing the fact that | 
Savo is one of the greatest panto- | 
mimists of modern times. In vaude- 


op - ’ 
tof family and cultural and social back- 


thin in New York, where show com- | round.’ 
petition is much too keen. | Mag will interest itself solely with 
Most of Savo’s bits in this show |@Vents within the bounds of 46th 
are new. He also strays in a couple | €treet and 96th street, east of Fifth 
of spots from laughs to tragedy, | avenue, N. Y. Publisher is Pat Car- 
notably his version of ‘Old Man! lin, former classified ad exec for the 
River’ and a Bowery derelict. They Philadelphia Record, Philadelphia 
“ve Pion cerngs De great talent | Bulletin and old New York Post. 
of making the slightest movement Puitor is Madeleine Riordan, former 


of his facia] muscles, or the widen- . 
society ed of the Post. Among 


ing of his eyes, speak paragraphs. its 


On the comedy side, and except for features, all of which will have a 
a couple of his vaudeville bits at | ‘continental’ flavor, will be a col- 
the end, only the scene in the hos- umn tagged ‘Where There’s Smoke’ 


pital, in which Savo, the porter, gets 
his opportunity to perform an opera- 
tion, and that bit depicting the love- 
stricken washerwoman, stand out. 
As an epilog, Savo delivers ‘Did You 
Ever See a Dream Walking?’, which | 
was one of his vaude toppers. Open- | Winchell Mulls Autobiog 


by Lawrence Dodd, who recently 
came to this country after years of 
gadflying with socialites in Paris 
and other European capitals. 





ing night he was forced to encore Walter Winchell, now on his Mi- 
with ‘River Stay Away from Myj|ami Beach winter sojourn, which 


Door’; also from his variety theatre 
turn, and these bits make the others 
pale by comparison. : 

Hiram Sherman's in-between-the- 
scenes ‘annotations’ are fairly amus- 
ing, and Herbert Kingsley’s piano 
accomp is excellent. All in all, this 


may run 16 weeks away from Broad- 
way, is starting to give a thought 
to the Simon & Schuster autobiog 
commitment he owes that firm since 
1927. Winchell has been storing up 
notes with that in mind. 


, may stand a better chance on spon-| Winchell is privileged to do his 
sored road dates, a la Ruth Draper | broadcasts from Florida, per con- 


and Cornelia Otis Skinner concerts, 
but there also the scale will have to 
be considerably lowered to draw 
sufficient attendance. Scho. 


tract, and incidentally points to his 
new high Crossley of 20.3 which, in 
a letter from the Jergens Co., his 





: | sponsor, Observes, ‘is an all time 
high and remarkable considering 
Current Road Shows the number of Republicans you seem 


to be alienating’ 





(Week of Dec. 9) 
: Hugo Speck in Sofia 
A Night of Love’—Harris, Chi-| As result of his difficulties with 
cago. the Turkish government recentls 
‘About Tomorrow’ (Frank Craven, over his United Press dispatches 


mt eee . — . 7) —_ . ° ° 9 . . 
Sally Eile: Curran, San Francisco, | which Istanbul considered obiection- 


ul 
‘All in Fun’ (Bill Robinson }—Shu- 


: g able, Hugo Speck, also a Vantety 

ort 2ghcton ‘Orrecr ’ Tal ; . 

yert, Boston. correspondent in Europe, has been 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo—Mu-_ switched to Sofia, Bulgarian canital 

Sic Hall, Lafayette. Ind. (9); High- |The Turkish government told hin 


school auditorium, Elkhart, Ind. (10): | over a week ago to hit the road 


Civic auditorium, La Porte, Ind. (11); Dana Schmidt, who had been t! 
Vocational Highschool! auditorium, ! Sofian correspondent for UP, goes 
LaCrosse, Wis. (12): Mayo audito- | to Istanbul. : 
rium, Rochester, Minn. (13): Pabst anette 
auditorium, Milwaukee (15). Look’s $500,000 Libel Suit 
*‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) John H. Backus, former U. S. At- 
|}—-Hartman, Columbus (9-11); Eng | torney for Massachusetts, filed a 
| lish, Indianapolis (12-14). $500,000 libel action in N. Y. federal 
‘Flight to the West’ (Betty Field} | court Friday (6) against Look, Inc. 
—McCarter, Princeton (14). Alleged libel occurred in the Dec 
‘Hellzapoppin’ — Shea’s Bradford 19, 1939 issue of Look mag. 
(9); Shea’s, Jamestown, N. Y. (10); Plaintiff claims his Picture was 
Shea's, Erie, Pa. (11); Colonial, Ak- |} used in connection with a= story 
ron (12); Park, Youngstown, O. (13- | called ‘Inside Story of Graft i: Ma 
14) aie 
‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon Sel- | Canadian Newspaper Ads Up 
wyn. ( hicago. Increase of national advert sing 
“Hi-Ya, Gentlemen’ (Max Baer)— | lineage as reported by 60 dailies 


Colonial, Boston. 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- | Peggy Wood)—Plymouth, Boston 
son )—Erlanger, Buffalo (9-11): Hart- ‘Out West It’s Different’—National. 
man, Columus (12-14) Washington. 

‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) ‘Pal Joey’—Forrest, Philadelphia 
—Royal Alexandra, Toronto. | (11-14). 

‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)—| ‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 


Blackstone, Chicago 


| Hepburn—lIowa, Cedar Rapids (9); 
‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 


Orpheum, Davenport, Ia. (10): Shrine 


| out. 


| 


plaudits: Norman Tokar, as the ap-| ville he was alwavs a 15 to 20-min- appeal to ‘the international 
iprentice: Arnold Korff, as a baron; wie sock act denendable “every. | set now in New York,’ will make 
Leslie King and Harry Irvine. |where. That also went for musicals | itS appearance shortly after the first 
John Craven, who plays Odry.! and revues. But in carrying a full] |of the year. It will be unique in | 
tepped into the cast, replacing evening's entertainment, spaced only | that it won't be sold, but will be dis- 
Thomas Beck. after the oa Ae by between-scenes comment from | tributed free by Postal Telegraph 
New Haven — bs gg Hiram Sherman, he’s stretching a messengers to 12,000-15,000 persons ' 
performance considering tn 1 | good thing too far beyond the break- selected on the basi f ‘associati 
study, Ibee. ing point. And at $3.30 his | j - ree — i Serer 


, 


; Shows itself to be 163% over Oc- 
tober of last year, according to sta- 
tistics released by the Canadian 
Daily Newspapers Association. 

Local advertising increased 


re 


1.6 
classified lineage was boosted 22 


and general advertising gained 
13.5%. 





Talk N. Y¥. Post-Eagle Merger 
Reports current 
merger of the New 
Brooklyn Eagle 
based on discussions between tha 
publishers of the two papers, ai- 
though execs on both sides yesterday 
(Tuesday) made themselves unavail- 

able for comment. 


of a projected 
York Post and 
appear to be 


It is said that major points 
agreement for melding the two 
dailies have been settled and that 
only details remain to be worked 
Frank D. Schroth, prez and 
publisher of the Fagle, admitted last 
week the merger ‘has been dis- 
cussed.’ 


in an 





Readers Digest’s Contribution 
Readers Digest turning over 15 "y 
of all Canadian subscriptions to Can- 
adian Government, sum earmarked 
for the purchase of Hurricane ficht- 
ers, 

Mag has about 125,000 subscribers 
in Canada plus newsstand buyers 


LITERATI OBITS 


Arthur E, Hartzell, 49, author and 
advertising man, dropped dead of a 


| heart attack Dec. 3 in the offices of 


the Harold F. Strong Corp. New 
York public relations firm, where he 
had been a staff member for the 
past two years. Leaves his widow, 
Pauline. 


William B. Tennant, 70, secretary 


of the board of Richmond (Va 
Newspapers, Inc., publishers of The 
News Leader and The Times Dis- 


patch, both 
died there 


ness, 


in the Virginia 
Dec. 3 after a 


capital, 
short ill- 


Col. Harry M. Bigelow, 68, retired 
editor of the Portland (Me.) Press 
Herald, died in Portland, Dec. 4 
after a long illness. 


Joel H. Bixby, 52, editor and gen- 
eral manager of the Springfield, Mo., 
Newspapers, Inc., died last week of a 
heart attack. He was general man 
ager of the Muskogee (Okla.) Phoe- 
nix and Times-Democrat until last 
March when he went to Springfield 
to, take charge of the Springfield pa- 
pers after the death of his brothe 
Edson K. Bixby, who had 
head. Widow, daughter and a brothe 
survive. 


been tts 


Frank Parker Stockbridge, 70, edi- 
tor, journalist and founder of the 


magazine American Home, died at 
I Stoc idge, Mass., Det 

7. For several years he conducted a 
weekly column in The Village 

Greenwich Village, N. Y., tabloid 


home in kbt 


Mrs. Mark Sullivan, 61, wife of the 
Washington columnist, died Dec. 6 at 





Women's Hospital, Baltimore. She 
had been in ill health for some time 
CHATTER 
Naomi Venyus in Hollywood to 
write personality tales for Honolulu 


Ady ertiser, 

Erich Maria Remarque 
New York tomorrow 
from Hollywood. 

Carroll Graham’s new novel, “A 
Plague on You,’ has been accepted b 
Simon & Schuster for publicat 

Pearl Buck’s first st 
modern American 
Daily Bread,’ 
for three-part 
next March. 


Stephen Lorant, edi 


arrives 
(Thursday } 


i it a 
background “A 
Man’s 
Book 


starting 


vy 4 
sold to Rea 
. 


} 


sel lall AatTIOnN 


tor of the Lor 
} 


| don mags, Picture Post and Lillip 


—Repertory, Boston. jauditorium, Des Moines (11): Or- 
‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) | pheum, Sioux City (12): Coliseum. 

—Metropolitan, Seattle (8-10); Tem- | Sioux Falls, S. D. (13): Technical 

ple, Tacoma (11): Memorial audi- | Highschool auditorium, Omaha (14). 

torium, Portland, Ore. (12-14), ‘Pins and Needles’—Nixon, Pitts- | 
‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— | burgh. 

Hanna, Cleveland. ‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Paramount. Toledo (9): 


Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 


Shrine, Ft. Wayne (10); Victory,|Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Cass, De- 
Dayton (11-12): Memorial audito- | troit. } 
rium, Louisville (13-14). | ‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow!- | 


‘Meet the People’—Grand, Chicago. | ing)—English, Indianapolis 
‘Morning’s at Seven’ — American, | Cox, Cincinnati (12-14) 


St. Louis. ‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
‘Off the Record’ (Hugh O'Connell. | Capitol, Benton, Ill. (10); Illinois, 

Bruce Cabot, Mary Brian, Betty Fur- | Belleville, Ill. (11); Roxy, Spring- 

ness )—-Locust, Philadelphia field, Ill. (12); Shrine, Ft. Wayne 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (Jane Cowl, (14), 


(9-11): | 


N.Y., re 
Arrived 


in the Lenox Hill hosp., 
cuping from appendectomy. 
in U.S. two weeks ago. 

‘Sing for a Penny,’ Clifford Dow 
dey’s book which will be published 
by Little, Brown, has been bought by 
SEPost for four-part serialization ! 
condensed form. Latter’s a new ides 
for the Post. 

Schedules in the reorganization 0% 
the Spanish Newspaper Corp., pub 
lishers of ‘La Voz,’ were filed Mon 
day (9) in N. Y. federal court, show - 
ing assets of $20,295 and liabilitie 
of $14,644. 

George Lait, sent to London twe 
weeks ago by International New 
Service as its corespondent there 
only arived at the British capita 
Monday (9) due to transportati: 
difficulties from Lisbon, where ! 
had to lay over for the two weeks 
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Broadway 





The George McCalls in town. 

Cynda Glenn back from Rio. 

Sam Kopp into BMI press dept. 

Lois January at the Cafe de la 
Paix. 

Priscilla 
Friday (6). 

Bernard Simon agenting ‘The Old 
Foolishness.’ 


Lane left for the Coast 


Walter Moore’s son recuperating | 
from pneumonia. 
Norman Corwin west on writing 


assignment for RKO. 

Murray Lang of Music Box box- 
office staff lost his father. 

New Baroque supper club 
Dec. 20 on East 53d with 
Payne. 

Rhys Williams, currently in ‘Phe 
Corn Is Green,’ being screentestedl by 
20th-Fox. 

First annual Ziegfeld Club Xmas 
party dated Sunday (15) afternoon 
at El Morocco. 

Claire Miller and Hume Cronyn 
will be married the end of this 
month. They're both legit players. 

Harry Cohen, RKO branch man- 
ager in Los Angeles, in N. Y. set- 


olnny 


ting details on Fox-West Coast deal. 
John Lee, p.a. for Screen Actors 


Guild, returns to the Coast this week 
after month east for Douglas Ajir- 
craft. 

Jack Kirkland, et al, tossed party 
at Toots Shor’s in celebration of 
seventh anniversary of ‘Tobacco 
Road.’ 

Jimmy Stroock’s wife. Bianca, has 


supervised costumes for another 
show, Max Gordon’s ‘Out West It’s | 
Different.’ 

Jack Cohn, Columbia Pictures v.-p., 
fs speaker at weekly AMPA luncheon 
at the Hotel Edison tomorrow 
(Thursday). 

Joan Blondell has gone into the 


cosmetics business, in Hollywood, 


backed by Gene Weiner, husband of | 


Lillian Roth. 

Martin Gang, attorney for the 
Artists Managers Guild, back to the 
Coast today (Wed.) after two weeks 
east on business. 

Bobby Connolly. who directed 
dances for ‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen,’ planed 
back to the Coast Sunday (8) but 
due east late in the week. 


Groucho Marx to Miami for a few 
davs vacation before going on to 
New York to appear on the ‘Infor- 
mation Please’ broadcast. Dec. 20. 

Mogul, who has been x-raying 
minds’ at the Rainbow Room, 
switched his talent Monday (9) to 


the noggins at the Hotel Wyndham. 

It was Lindy’s-a-Poppin over the 
weekend, when the  songwrw#ers 
heard of E. B. Marks disaffection 
from ASCAP ranks, to sign up with 
BMI. 

L. M. Devaney, Canadian division 
sales manager for RKO, checked into 
the home office last week to see Ned 
Depinet 


and other distribution ex- 
ecutives, 
Charles Siclis who designed the 
Theatre Pigalle. Paris, for Baron 
Phillipe de Rothschild, arrived in 


New York. He's 
Boreo, comedian. 
Freddie Wheeler, from the Coast, 
into the Algonquin Supper Club 
along with Olga Baclanova who suc- 
ceeded Greta Keller, latter sailing 
for South America soon 
Arthur M. Loew recuperating 
nicely after three days in Mt. Sinai 
hospital for operation on the little 
finger of his right hand, in an effor 
to correct a cont ailment. 
Donald Friede, of Mvron Selz- 
nick office on the Coast, planes back 
today (Wednesday) after two 
in New York talking to 
agents whom Selznick reps. 
Don Reeve, son of Arch Reeve, is 
reported progressing favorably from 


a brother of Emile 


~+ 
L 


+» 942 - 
raciing 


the 


weeks 
eastern 


a toxic condition which set in after 
an appendix operation at St. Luke’s 
He'll be bedded several weeks, how- 


ever 


Ellen Richter, former German si- 


lent film star, and Willy Wolff, her 
husband, film directe and author of 
Berlin rev ue } t arrive . f} 
France where thev've e¢ 
ciled. Plan to- become U. S 
zens 

Lowell Calvert, Selznick’s eastern 
rep, planed to Atlanta. Friday 6) 
for second ‘world premiere’ of ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ He'll return Mon 


day (18). Advance. preparat 
made by Kay Brown, Selznick gen- 


eral factotum. 


ons 


Mexico City 
By Douglas L. Grahame 


Mappy Cortes featured at El Patio 
nitery. 


Andy Devine vacationing here- 
abouts. 
Pic actor Arturo de Cordova to 


San Antonio to personal in Mexican 
theatres. 

Robert Montgomery has ordered a 
sulte at a local hotel, but his arrival 
date hasn't been announced yet. 

rernando de Fuentes, who was a 
Par exec here before he became a 
Pic director, making another pic. 

Alex Morison, brother of U. S. 
filmster Patricia, doing well with his 
crooning in the Cocoanut Grove nit- 
e€erv 

Alfonso Sordo Norie: 


riega, the radio 
announcer, has become chief of the 


reems | 


;government’s information 
ment. 

Celestino Gorostiza has quit as 
manager of the Palace of Fine Arts 
(National Theatre). Successor not 
named yet. 

Bullfight season opened later than 
|usual, because of contract tangles 
'with some fighters and the civic gov- 
ernment. Enjoying good trade. 
| Local press cameraman, assigned 
ito picture a testimonial dinner to 
|Linda Darnell, turned in 25 pix, not 
|one of which showed the film star. 

Lobby of the Palace of Fine Arts 
(Naticnal Theatre) converted into a 
| dining hall for the banquet the civic 
government tendered (5) to Henry 
Wallace and the delegates of 20 other 
American countries to the inaugura- 
tion (1) of President Gen. Manuel 
| Avila Camacho. 


depart- 


Queens of Churubusco, constituted 
lof the present and past Queens 
‘picked at the annual Black and 


| White Ball of the Mexico City Coun- 
try Club, presented a show of col- 
ored pix. made by members of the 
Cinema Club, at the loca] Cinema 
Rex to buy Christmas presents for 
| local poor children. 





Crosby Vox Pops 


Continued from page 3 
WPA in 











county and_ the equal 
amounts, 

‘Sad to relate, an alarming scar- 
city of funds developed from both 
sources, with opening day 
days away. We had to open, so I 
loaned thern $400,000 to complete the 
plant for us to rent. I’m still in for 
$300,000. 

‘If this revelation 
holy halls of Congress with an un- 
holy odor, I give you leave to specu- 
late on the something less than pleas- 
ant aroma which assails my nostrils 
from time to time. At least Con- 
gress is used to it. 

‘While I’m being factual I might 
mention that I was making the same 


money in 1931 and I am now, and 
that I’m not yet a millionaire, and 
there seems little chance I'll be- 
| come one—which is probably a good 
thing. 

‘Be assured I made no attack on 


President Roosevelt. I said I 
voting for Willkie and 
number of my 
|ing the same thing. Truly, I 
little of politics but this privilege 
seems pretty rudimentarily Amer- 
ican.’ 

An editor’s note appended to the 
| letter printed in Thursday's editions 
| Sald: 

‘We merely observed that one who 
had prospered so much under the 
New Deal should be for it not ag’in 
it. Government figures for 1934 show 
Bing made $192,898 that year, $410- 
000 in 1938, fifth highest income 
listed. As for topping a million, 
3ing shouldn’t be so pe 
Anybody who can haul off and lend 
a racetrack 400,000 bucks shouldn't 
be so easily discouraged.’ 


Mw as 
mentioned a 


friends who were do- 


know 


simistic 





Oscar Straus 


. Continued from page 2 
old tunesmith arrived from Lisbon 
last week to make his home with 
his son, Walter, 27, in New York. 
Latter was a film director abroad 
and also did film work in Hollywood 
when Oscar Straus was under con- 
tract variously to Metro, Paramount, 
Sol Lesser and others. 


last 
when the Shuberts were 


Straus’ 
in 1938, 


visit to the U. S. was 


readying his ‘Three Waltzes,’ feature 
of which were the first act composed 
by Johann Strauss, Sr., the second 
act by Johann Strauss, Jr., and the 
third by Oscar Strz o rel 
Howeve ent t e € X 
‘ I 
~e { f \ { t t 
if Ar i 
operetta € in Pa ( 
Na I r tne Fre Caj 
He | t Ame 
Cc fa ¢ ( é >t é 
ni e¢ ( V1 ix, 
and in all that time the film com- 


pany has been clearing : 
starting with G. B. Shaw's ‘Arm 
'and the Man,’ on which the original 
| book was founded. 

The Paris music publishers, ac- 
cording to Straus, are little affected 
by the Nazi influx, as Salabert, Max 
Eschig, Choudens are not under any 
‘Aryan’ restrictions. 

Straus’ son, Walter, preceded 
to New York by two months; Erwin 
Straus, 29. also a tunesmith, is till 
in Vichy, expects to come ove! 
| Were it Ose 
standing in French artistic circles he 
would not have had 
pedited. As it was, he was 
at the Spanish border for 
then had to lay over in Lisbon three 
more weeks waiting for passage 
comodations. In Lisbon he recorded 


but 


not for 
ois exodus ex- 
stalled 


weeks, and 


ac- 


interviews to be broadcast or after 
he sailed for America, and none of 
these touched on pt 1Lics, 


only 90, 


permeated the | 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





‘Gone’ copped $6,000 in its first 
week in minor Tasmanian territory 

Marie Nev is playing, ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ in Melbourne for William- 
son-Tait. 

Jenny Howard, 
repeat for Hoyts 
with Tivoli 

Bunch of vauders will do 
a nabe pic runaround after comple- 
tion season over Tivoli loop. 

‘Banana Ridge’ non-click in Syd- 
ney Williamson-Tait. Levante. 
magician, follows for a season. 

Hal Thompson, U.S. player, clicked 
in ‘No Time for Comedy’ at King’s, 
Melbourne, for Williamson-Tait. 

Theatrical Employees Assn. pro- 
testing to politicians the growth of 
Sabbath shows, even for charity. 

‘Howards cf Virginia’ (Col) re- 
‘named ‘Tree of Liberty,’ original 
title of book, fer this zone by 
Greater Union Theatres. 

Tivoli loop may bring Wee Georgie 
Wood here next year. Booking was 
|for this year, but British vauder 
couldn’t make it. 

Noel Coward scribbled some short 
yarns on his way from the U. S. to 
here. Yarns will be offered to 
sh and U.S. publishers shortly. 

Wallace Parnell, managing director 
of Tivoli loop, may take over the 
| King’s, Melbourne, from Williamson- 
|Tait to produce revues and musi- 
| cals. 

Sir Ben Fuller producing ‘The 
Sleeping Beatty’ in Melbourne this 
Yuletide with Charles Norman. 


British 
by 


star, will 


arrangement 


Idtime 
buacilill 


for 


Iyit 
Ji it~ 


i tion of 


| Edgely and Dawe, Elsa Stenning and 


Don Nichol. 

Edwin Styles and Claude Flem- 
ming the lead males in Dave Mar- 
tin’s production of ‘Design for Liv- 
| ing’ at Minerva, Sydney. Noel Cow- 
ard present at preem. 

Alf Goulding will direct a local pic 
starring Tex Morton for Alf Grey, 
who has been producing some propa- 
ganda pix. Morton opus will be set 
a la Gene Autry style. 

Cutting down on overhead, the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
is releasing Jim Davidson’s A. B. C. 
band. 
the most popular on 
conned $800 weekly. 


the airways, 


Stuart F. Dovle presently inter- 
ested in wartime manufacture. One 
of his units, Fireproof Tanks Ltd.. 
has been granted a contract for the 


manufacture and application of fire- 
proof and bulletnroof covering 
aircraft fuel tanks. 


for 


Chicago 


Dave Pierson emceeing at the new 


Club Alibi. 
Gladys Swarthout stopped off on 
her way east. 


Madge Kelly in from the Coast to 
0.0. Some agency deals. 

J. Hall Burten has been appointed 
micwest rep for Musicraft Records 

Irwin S. Cobb spoke at the Manu 
facturers Convention 
week 

Jose Mojica calling off his 
opera assignments due to t 
of his mother in Mexico. 

Ruth Gordon celebrates her 15th 
year ll how bu next 


banquet last 


Chicago 
e 


, 
deatn 


} 
i 


1 


ine week 
appearing In 

Martin Caine and 
Duffy in from Detroit last 
MCA  of- 


George 


ficers 
Ruth Chatterton on a 


chedule of e 


whirlwind 
xploitation appearance 


n connection with her ‘Pygmalion 


St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 


y Gately, Booker for Repub- 
lie Pictures, waylaid by influenza. 


Aare Cugat band opens three- 


to rent agjoiIning DUlIalnNg 
» double size of the cocktail 
le Playdium. 
Rogers Dahl, wife of 
held for a time in 
week p.a. at the 
Grand, down burlesk house. 
First pop concert of the season by 
the St. Louis rch drew 3,500 
payees, almost capacity, in the opera 
house of the Municipal Auditorium 
Dorothy : 1 monologist 


iounge 






American 
Spain, n 


a one 


town 








presented her ‘One Woman Theatre’ 
at the Principia to a good house. She 
vas the appear n the 
chool’s ¢ ( eture course 

Sir Thoma 1, British con- 
ductor. will direct St. Louis symph 
orch (13-14) during the absence of 
Vladimir Golschmann, who is vaca- 
ioning for a week. 

Louis Lovato reelected business 


agent for Local Union B-l, 
affiliate embracing film 
vorkers. The presidency will be de- 


IATSE 


exchange 


cided at an election Dec. 28. 
St Tu « School of the Theatre 
iwill present two scenes from ‘One 


} anniversary of their 


It’s said that the band, one of | 


here 


Sunday Afternoon’ 


Vity’ 


and ‘The Nati- 
(15) and (22) under the direc- 
Harold Bassage. Anne 
Oliver Bassage arranged the music. 


Maurice Evans will appear at a 
benefit performance for the Wo- 
men's Ailied War Relief Assn. at 
the American theatre Sunday (15). 


Evans will flv here after his Satur- 
day night performance in New York 

‘Three Men On A Horse’ skedded 
by The Mummers next month. 
Keliy Yeaton will direct. Slated for 
roles are William McDade, Maury 
Yafie, Virginia Morrison, Fred Schu- 
ler, Fred Shaw, William Fletcher, 
Marie Lehmann, Franklin Falken- 
hainer, John Grossbauer, Jr. and 
Dan Shea 

‘The White Steed’ 


began run at 


St. Louis Little Theatre. Gordon 
Carter directed and also designed 
sets Cast includes Elliot Bergfeld, 


Albert Miller, Charity Grace. Dale 
Douglas, Stephen Tammany, George 
Abel, Bobbie Schwarz. Gordon Ash- 
ley, Della Mae Riegel, Frank Mc- 
Lean, Russell Yeager, Emily Cole- 
man and Mae Green. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Bill Sarori, U salesman, just re- 
ceived his final citizenship papers. 


Mike Levee back from Broadway. 
Art Powell ioined Paramouni pub- 
licitv staff. 
Helen Jerome, playwright, here for 
the winter. 
Sidney Blackmer laid up for a 
week with flu. 
Bee Bangs joined Columbia's ex- 
ploitation staff. 
| Walter Kane recuperating from 
appendectomy. 
Grantland Rice in Beverly Hills 
for the winter. 
William Koenig tu Mexico City on 


Hollywood 


a location hux.t. 

Linda Hayes recovering from ton- 
sil complications. 

Walter Wanger to Washington as 
a Gridiron Dinner guest. 


Herbert I. Leeds back to work 


| after an eastern vacation. 


Jules Schermer named assistant to 
Sol C. Siegel at Paramount. 
Wesley Ruggles back from 
South American honeymoon. 
Robert Armstrong spurring mem- 
bership drive for the Masquers. 
Scott Dunlap and Paul Malvern 
returned from a duck hunt in Ore- 


his 


| gon. 


Gene Autry inked to star in an- 
nuul rodeo at Gardens again this 
spring. 

Kap Monahan kiddies are quar- | 
antined for couple of weeks. It’s the 
mumps. | 

Norma Shea has teamed with! 
Thompson Brothers in an eastern | 
vaude act. 

Frank and Jules Seltzer back to 
Hollywood after launching ‘Road 


Show’ here. 

Burt Layton has quit his vaude act, 
the 4 Flirts, to ioin Arthur Murray 
faculty here. 

Stanley doorman Bill O'Toole con- 
valescing in Mercy hospital 
auto accident. 

Tech dramats doing 
act Nativity play by ° 
dr2ma faculty. 

Post-Gazette music critic Donald 
Steinfirst’s young son hit by car but 
escaped with minor injuries, 

Marcelle Feiner, starring in ‘Here 
Todav”’ at Playhouse, wife of Cy Fel- 
ser, former Tech basketball star. 

Maxie Simon down with ptomaine 
and out of the show at 
Woogie’s Nut Club for few nites. 


original one- 


John Montague in town ahead of 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ Com- 
panv will lav off here next week. 


Sabu got the surprise of his life 
when Bill Beal talked Hindu- 


stan to him. KDKA continuity chief 


Howard Hawks divorced by Mrs. 
Athole Hawks, Norma Shearer’s 
sister. 

Carl Brisson stopping over for the 
holidays on his way to Australian 


dates. 

Jean Parker back from a three- 
months stage tour with George 
Jessel. 

Tommy Dorsey’s flu slowed pro- 


duction of ‘Las Vegas Nights’ at Par- 
amount, 

Lieut. Comm. Herman Spitzel to 
Washington for duty in U. S. Naval 


| Reserve. 


from | 


Thomas Job, of; 


Louise Campbell and husband 
Horace MacMahon to Chicago for the 
holidays. 


John Murray Anderson trained for 
New York to stage a new Shubert 
production. 

Gustave 
York to 


Schirmer {fn 
lock over the 


from New 
Hollywood 


| music field. 


Maria Korda filed suit for $90.000 


against her former husband. Alex- 
| ander Korda. 

Leonard Vannerson and. Dick 
Webster hooked up in a new Holly- 
wood agency. 


Boogie | 


lived there for six years. 
The Maurice Spitalnys have an-'! 
nounced the engagements of both 


their daughters, Iris to Godfrey Lef- 
ton, film man, and Jean to Simon 
Ackerman of Indianapolis. 


| Cleveleal 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Don Pablo’s crew returning to 
Monaco’s Cafe ynorrow (12), re- 
placing King’s Jesters. 

Eugene J. Kelly. former manager 
of Statler hotel, has become sales 
manager for a distilling company. 

Errol] Flynn i 
: guest star of Pre: 
»} ‘ rity 


town for three days 
annual Christ- 
show Monday (9) in 
ic aud 

Hett Manheim, West 
Wm. Morris agency, dr i fora 
look at Richard Maibaum’s new play, 
Middletown Mural.’ 

Playwright Paul Gr 
othy Maynor, the 


heln 


Coast for 


rep 


1 
opped 


Dor- 
soprano, here to 


Gilpin Player celebrate 25th 


een and 
t 


Karamu, 
)] eer Negro ° 
Allen James Lowe, 32 

? Tr 


youngest 1 manage 


becomes 


town, 


economist, ha 

added a new ‘health hint’ program to 

ier chores. 

Tom Perkins will take over 
left vacant by 

Dawson’s p.a. tour. 

Lee Vines, WIP gabber, on a three- 
week vacation in Florida. Johnny 
Movenson subbing. 

Gray Gordon and Beverly Robe-ts 
guests at informal ringside party at 
Jack Lynch's on Monday 

Le Roy Miller, KYW’s ‘Musical 


Clocker,’ made honorary member of 


WCAU 
Mark 


ing ne spot 


Pottstown Fire Company 

Lou Gro WPEN’s Jewish pro- 
gram director, mc at Yiddish 
variety show at Park theatre 

Sonny Saunders, vocalist with Joe 


Frasetto’s WIP house band, has been 
gned for p.a. at Park Casino. 
Execs of Westinghouse Radio 

tions setup press party hosts at the 

Warwick hotel yesterday (Tuesday). 
Wives of f 


ior es 


 ¢ 
ola- 


mad: 


alesmen lad 


Dry were entertained at WCAU 
tudic last Friday (6) at Laura 
May Stuart's ‘For Women Only 


program. 


n 
’sequent-run 


Frank Portnoy opened a new nitery 
on the Palm Springs road near 
Cathedral City. 

William Scully and Joe Seidelman 
training in this week for product 
huddles at Universal. 

Bing Crosby, Ted Reed aad other 
Hollywood farmers report bumper 
orange crops, by gosh! 

Robert Sparks, producer at Co- 
lumbia pinch-hitting for Frank R. 
Strayer, director, who is ill. 

Chet Lautck and Norris Goff (Lum 
’n’ Abner) back from a seven-week 
stage tour to resume film work. 

Elizabeth Jane Green, daughter of 
Jerome Kern, granted a divorce from 
Richard Green, assistant director. 


Barney Oldfield is technical ad- 
visor on the 1907 Vanderbilt Cup 
race in ‘Back Street’ at Universal. 


Darryl F. Zanuck- awarded a 
plaque by Book and Magazine Guild 
for the filming of ‘Grapes of Wrath.’ 

Lucille Ball was called back from 
her honeymoon for added scenes at 
RKO, leaving her groom, Desi Arnaz, . 
in New York. 


Minneapolis 

By Les Rees 

here for lecture 
mping in consequence 


Tony Sarg 
3ill Elson 1} 


f rheumatism. 

M-G bowling team boasts 12 
traight wins in its league 

Al Putz, M-G office manager, to 
Cincinnati for brief vacation. 

University of Minnesota Playhouse 
offering ‘Knickerbocker Holiday.’ 


Theodore Hay 
Co. executive, to 


Minnesota 
Florida for a rest. 


Amus. 


Ruth Chatterton in ‘Pygmalion’ 
cheduled for Lyceum Dec. 30-Jan. 
¥ 
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Lowell Kaplan, Welworth cir t 
I ¢ on Variety clul I K 
Night’ pot 

Fred Horn, from De Moines 
joined RKO sales staff as special 
representative. 

‘Nick’ Goldhammer, RKO district 
manager, and wife off for a fort- 


night vacation in California. 

Warner Brothers’ staff gave fare- 
well dinner for C. K. Olson, branch 
manager, transferred.to Omaha. 

After Orpheum engagement this 
week Billy Gilbert immediately fiies 
back to Hollywood for film assign- 
ment, 

Twin City Variety club to 
Chief Barker Ben Blotcky 
recentiy elected 
neeting Dec. 16 


Induct 
and other 
officers at dinner 


Pat Halloran, Universal North Da- 
kota salesman, skidded off road and 
smashed into telephone pole, crack- 
ing up car, but escaping injury. 

Eddie Gruenberg, RKO salesman, 
sustained bumps and bruises when 
his ear skidded off road, turned 
over four times and landed in ditch. 


City council hearing on _ license 
application delaying reopening of 
Gavyety,.. former. burlesque. heuse. by 
Irving Gillman, who wil! offer sub- 


auals, 
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OBITUARIES 





JOSEPH M. GAITES 

Joseph , M. Gaites, 67, theatrical 
producer and an associate of the 
Shuberts for 14 years, died Dec. 3 
in the Deaconess hospital, Boston, 
where he had been a patient for 
three weeks. 

Though he had presented a num- 
ber of musicals, Gaites scored his 
biggest triumphs with ‘The Three 
Twins,’ produced some 30 years ago, 
and ‘Sky High,’ which came 15 years 
later. It was in ‘The Three Twins’ 
that Bessie McCoy introduced Otto 
Harbach’s hit, ‘The Yama Yama 
Man.’ . 

Only two months ago Gaites, 
along with W. Horace Schmidlapp, 
reopened the Copley theatre, Bos- 
ton, in an effort to assist refugee dra- 
matists by giving them an outlet for | 
their works. He was also concerned | 
with this season’s ‘Boyd's Daughter’ | 
and ‘Return Engagement,’ both of 
which had short runs on Broadway. 

As a member of arbitration boards, 
Gaites had often decided disputes in 
the theatre. Among his other plays 
were ‘At the Stroke of Eight’ and 
‘The Man Who Killed Lincoln,’ 
which he produced independently 
near the close of the last season. 
Four years ago he sponsored Tallu- 
lah Bankhead in ‘Reflected Glory’ 
at the Morosco. 

He leaves his widow, Eleanor. 





WILLIAM L, SHERRILL 
William L. Sherrill, 74, pioneer in 
the motion picture industry, who re- 
tired about 10 years ago, died at his 
home in Van Nuys, Cal., Dec. 5. 
Surviving are two sons, Jack, Holly- 
wood agent, and William, Jr., of 
New York, and one daughter, Mrs. 
FE. G. Edwards of Chicago. Mrs. 
Sherrill died several years ago. 
Sherrill was born in Macon, Ga., 
and in his early youth organized 
several insurance companies 





cepted ‘Good English’ programs. A 


born orator, a graduate of Fordham | 


and Canadian law universities, he 
was committed to the idea that ed- 
ucational programs could be made 
entertaining over the radio. He 


segued into radio via the Broadway , . 
| Plays in London. 


press-agent route. 

As part of his sundry broadcast 
programs he created syndicated car- 
toon strips, ‘Teacher Says’ and 
‘Laugh and Learn’ , 
Graphic and Mirror. Samuel French 
published his play, ‘March of the 
Words,’ still a standard text book in 
many American schools. 

Survived by two sons, Brother 
Hyacinth of the Dominican Order, 
and John Conway, with the diplo- 
matic service in Washington. 





MRS. JEANNIE FRANKO 

Mrs. Jeannie Franko, 85, who 
teamed with the rest of her family 
as one of ‘The Five Famous Frankos,’ 
a group of noted musicians, died in 
New York, Dec. 3 after a month's ill- 
ness. 

The Frankos included Sam, Rachel, 
Nahan and Thelma besides Mrs. 


| Franko. Nahan was for a quarter of 


a century the concert-master at the 
Metropolitan Opera House and oc- 
casionally appeared in vaude. 
Thelma toured with the diva, Adel- 
ina Patti, and also became mother 
of bandmaster Edwin Franko Gold- 
man. 

Born in New Orleans, Mrs. Franko 


| Studied violin in Paris as a youngster. 
| Also known as Mme. Franko. 


Her 
husband, Hugo Kraemer, died years 
ago. Since then she had resided at 
a New York hotel. 


WILLIAM A. HAYNES 
William A. Haynes, 51, manager of 
the Stanley theatre, Utica, N. Y., 


in | for Warners, died suddenly in a hos- 


Georgia which he afterwards sold. | pital in that city Dec. 4. 


Coming to New York he met Gus | 


Haynes had managed the Stanley 


Frohman and together they formed | since 1935, and except for a period 
the Frohman Amusement Co. around | in the advertising department of the 


1916. Sherrill 
Jesse Goldberg 
manager. 

First feature picture produced by 
the firm was titled ‘My Own United 
States,’ based on Hale’s ‘Man With- 


Vp. 


was president and | Dayton (O.) News, had spent most 
and general | 


of his life as a theatre man. He 
conducted a film exchange from 1913 
to 1919, and owned and operated the 
Harmony theatre, Detroit, until he 
went to Cleveland as resident man- 


out a Country,’ and starring Arnold | ager in charge of 17 Loew theatres. 


Daly. 


Migrating to Hollywood Sherrill pro- 
duced a series of western films fea- 


Among the early-day stars | He remained there until 1939, then 
used by Frohman was Lillian Gish. moved to Philadelphia 


to become 


"ee manager for Warners. 


Father, Franklin Douglas Haynes, 


turing Texas Guinan. Eastern pro- | former theatre man; two sons, widow 
duction was confined largely to work | and three grandchildren survive. 


at the old Biograph studios in New 
York. About 20 years ago Sherrill 
migrated again to California and re- 





EDWARD A. McARDLE 
Edward A. McArdle, retired the- 


mained there until his death. Body | atrical manager, died in Toronto Dec. 


Was cremated. 





JAN KUBELIK 

Jan Kubelik, 60, celebrated Czech 
violin virtuoso, who earned $1,000,- 
000 in concert, died in Prague, Dec. 
5. Despite accidents and rheumatism 
in recent years he managed to pre- 
serve the genius of his fingers. 

A boy prodigy, Kubelik debuted 
in Vienna in 1898. Later, he was 
awarded the Order of St. Gregory 
from Pope Leo XIII. A _ favorite 
concert artist both in England and 
America, he was always considered 
a master of violin technique. 

Due to the fact much of his earn- 


ings was invested in American se- | 


curities, he became a bankrupt in 
1932 with liabilities of $125,000. How- 
ever, he voluntarily liquidated his 


obligations in later years from 
monies earned in concert engage- 
ments, though not legally compelled 


to do so. He married the Countess 
Marianne Czaky-Szell in 1903. They 
had seven children. One son, Rafael, 
is a noted European conductor. 
JOHN BAPTIST MARTIN 
John Baptist Martin, 74, died Dec. 
3 at his home in Battle Creek, Mich., 
on the eve of a civic celebration in 
his honor. Founder of the Battle 
Creek symphony orchestra and its 





conductor for 41 years, he also, in | 


the heydey of vaudeville, was direc- 
tor of the Temple (Keith Circuit) 
theatre, Detroit, and later played 
with the Madison theatre orchestra 
there. 

First professional music experi- 
ence was with the French Grand 
Opera Orchestra in New Orleans 
and he also directed orchestral work 
at Olivet college for 27 years and at 


Albion, also a Michigan college, for | 


15 years. 
KERRY H. CONWAY 
Kerry Harold Conway, 50, who 
died Nov. 19 in Los Angeles, was a 
pioneer in educational programs on 
the radio, first in New York and lat- 


,at his home in Milwaukee. 


|2. He managed the Gayety and Em- 
pire theatres, Toronto, in the heyday 
| of the Columbia and American bur- 
lesque circuits. He later managed 
|Shea’s Hippodrome, Toronto vaude- 
| ville house, and at one time was in 
| charge of dramatic stock companies 
|; at the Victoria, also in Toronto. 

| McArdle retired soon after pic- 


tures had a greater appeal to the | 


public than vaude and burleycue. 
| Born in the United States, he was 
|a brother of J. Herbert Mack, former 
treasurer of the Columbia Burlesque 
Circuit. Interment was in Mount 
| Hope Cemetery, Toronto. 
| guceadnces 

BILLY FRANEY 

William (Billy) Franey, 55, 
the early film comics, died Dec. 9 
in Hollywood of influenza. More 
than 25 years ago he was starred in 
one-reelers and since played comedy 
parts at nearly every studio. For 
the last three years he worked in 
RKO shorts. . Besides acting in Key- 
stone comedies at one time, he once 
had his own producing company. He 
served in the Spanish-American and 
| World wars and will be given a mili- 
tary funeral today (Wednesday) at 
Sawtelle, near Los Angeles. 

Survived by widow, brother and 
sister, 





CLYDE EDWARDS 

Clyde Edwards, 51, who, with his 
wife, was a standard act on the 
Pantages, Sullivan & Considine and 
Western Vaudeville Managers’ Asso- 
ciation time in the heyday of vaude- 
ville for many seasons, died Dec. 2 
In re- 
cent years he had worked as a stage- 
hand, a member of IATSE, Local 
No. 18. 


C. HENRY GORDON 
C. Henry Gordon, 56, stage and 


screen actor, died Dec. 3 in Holly- | 


wood of a heart attack. 
is his widow. 

After a long career on the Broad- 
way stage, Gordon moved to Holly- 
wood in 1930 as a contract player for 


Surviving 


for the N. Y.)| 





;a long 
| Hollywood for the last 15 years and 


| ° 
the Fox company, later moving to 


Metro under contract. For the last 
three years he had been freelancing, 
chiefly in character roles. His most 
recent roles were in Edward Small’s 
‘Kit Carson’ and ‘Charlie Chan in the 


Wax Museum’ at 20th-Fox. 
terly in Los Angeles, where he in- | 





JESSIE BATEMAN 

Jessie Bateman,, 63, British ac- 
tress, died at Windsor, England, 
Nov. 14. 

She commenced her career as a 
ballet dancer, then appeared in many 
Was a great fa- 
vorite in her day, being a member 
of Sir Frank Benson's company, and 
earlier with George Edwardes, with 
whose company she toured South 
Africa, also Charles Hawtrey, whom 
she accompanied to America. She 
was twice widowed, and is survived 
by three sons, two of whom are now 
serving with the Royal navy. 





JOHN HYAMS 


John Hyams, 71, who with his 


Mintz had been with Paramount 14 
| years. 
Widow survives. 


DELLA NIVEN 

Della Niven, 71, died in her home 
in Detroit Dec. 5 after long illness. 

A former grand opera. singer 
whose repertoire included more than 
60 operas and who appeared with 
many companies in bygone years, 
|she had been a music teacher in De- 
troit for last 25 years. 

Leaves two sisters. 








DR. FREDERICK J. KARN 
Dr. Frederick J. Karn, 78, conduc- 


books on music, died in Cranleigh, 
Surrey, England, it became known 
in London Dec. 4. 

He held a number of musical de- 
grees and for years was principal of 
the London College of Music. A 
widower, he leaves six children. 





EARL I. FRESHMAN 
Earl I. Freshman, 48, exec of Ben- 





wife, Leila McIntyre, teamed for | Earl Publishing Co., independent mu- 


more than 30 years in minstrels, 


| vaudeville and musical comedy, died 


Dec. 9 in Hollywood hospital after 
illness. He had lived in 


played character parts in pictures. 
Services and burial will be tomor- 
row (Thursday) at Glendale. 

He is survived by his wife and 
daughter, Mrs. Phil Berg, who before 
her marriage was Leila Hyams, pic- 
ture actress. 


CHARLES W. WHITTLESEY 

Charles W. Whittlesey, 79, one- 
time actor, who abandoned the stage 
in 1912 to enter the interior decorat- 
ing business, died after a short ill- 
ness in New York Dec. 6. 

Born in Danbury, Conn., Whittle- 
sey appeared in plays produced by 
David Belasco and Daniel Frohman. 
He was seen with Otis Skinner, Ada 
Rehan and E. H. Sothern. One of his 
biggest roles was that of Romeo op- 
posite Julia Marlowe in ‘Romeo and 
| Juliet.’ 

Burial in Danbury. 





CHARLES A. SARLI 
Charles Agostino Sarli, former St. 





one of | been 


Louis band leader, died of heart dis- 
ease at his home in St. Louis last 
| week. 

| Leader of Sarli’s Military Band 
| and Orchestra for 30 years before his 
| retirement in 1927, Sarli was one of 
four brothers active in St. Louis mu- 
sical life. His band played at ho- 
|tels, theatres and park concerts. 
| Surviving are a son, Alphonsus Sarli, 
| musical director at KWK, St. Louis, 
| and three daughters. 


} 





ARTHUR SEGAL 
Arthur Segal, British financier 
| back of cinema building, died re- 
cently of heart failure at his Devon- 
shire (England) estate. 

Segal dated his motion picture in- 
| terests back to 1928 and days of Bio- 
|Color organization purchased by 
Gaumont-British. His theatre 


|mount and Astoria chains, recently 
acquired by Odeon interests. 





EDDIE NELSON 
Eddie ‘Sunkist’ Nelson, 46, vaude- 
| ville headliner for years and later 
a film actor, died Dec. 5 in Holly- 
wood after a heart attack. 
| With his wife, Nelson toured the 
| two-a-day circuits and was featured 
la few years ago in a series of one- 
reel films. He had not worked re- 
cently. For years Nelson had also 
teamed in vaude with Dell 


|Chain, act being a topliner on the | 


two-a-day. 
MYLES F. LASKER 
Myles F. Lasker, 47, former pub- 
licity personal representative 
and associated with the Esquire Syn- 


man 
mani, 


dicate at the time of his death, died | 
of a heart attack Dec. 7 at his home | 


in New 
handled 
bookings. 

Surviving are his widow, daughter. 
|}and parents. Services held at 
home Monday (9). 


York. At 
Eleanot1 


one time he 
Roosevelt's 


his 





MORRIS ZENTNER 
Morris W. (Meyer) Zentner, about 
66, died suddenly at his home in New 
York Sunday (8). He was general 
|manager of the St. James and 44th 
Street theatres, N. Y., and also musi- 
cal contractor for those houses, which 
are operated by Boris Said. 
Deceased was under observation in 
ia hospital recently, but doctors ad- 
vised against an operation. 





IRVING MINTZ 


night (5), Irving Mintz, 49, of Para- 
|mount’s home office projecticnist de- 
partment, died Saturday (7). A com- 
bination of pneumonia and _ spinal 


‘meningitis was the cause of death. 


|sic publishing house and attorney, 


|suicided by shooting in Syracuse 
| Friday (6). 
Further details in music section. 





EDWARD J. CLARKE 
Edward J. Clarke, 38, theatrical at- 
torney with O'Brien, Driscoll & Raf- 
tery, New York, was killed in an 
auto crash last week in N. Y. 
Details in film section. 





MERRILL ROBERTS 
Merrill Roberts, 55, character ac- 
tor, died Dec. 2 in Hollywood. Sur- 
viving are his widow and a daughter, 
Carol Wayne, film actress. 


Mrs. Viola Curwood, 31, daughter 
of the late novelist James Oliver 
Curwood, whose adventure tales 
formed plots for many films, died 
Dec. 6 after a two-week illness at 
the Fifth Ave. hospital, N. Y. 

Maurice E. Saunders, 85, father of 
Ed Saunders, western division sales 
manager for Metro, died Dec. 5 in 


Pittsburgh of heart disease. He had 
been retired for some years. Funeral 


held Dec. 7 in Pittsburgh. 





Mother of Peggy Hopkins Joyce, 
died Dec. 8 at a Norfolk, Va., hos- 
pital after a brief illness. 





Mother, 80, of Sol Polito, camera- 
man, died Dec. 3, in Hollywood. 

Mother, 65, of Marty 
died Dec. 4 in Hollywood. 


Schwartz, 


Father, of Janet Logan, Chicago 





setup 
included building the de luxe Para- | 


radio 


Rushed to the hospital Thursday | 


radio performer, died last week. 


| MARRIAGES 

Phyllis Loudon to Paul Dwinel 
|Hersey in San Francisco Dec. 7. 
| Groom is continuity writer at KSFO; 
| bride worked in fan mail depart- 
ment of same station. 

Irene Kessler to Sam Saks Dec. 1 
in Detroit. She is a nitery singer, 
/currently at Club Morocco, Detroit. 
He works on technical stage end in 
Cleveland. 

Arletta Lashbrook to Fran Booton, 
| Dec. 1, in Tuscola, Ill. She’s in the 
mail departrnent of WDZ, Tuscola, 
and he’s station’s chief announcer. 
| Johnny Duffy to Vicki Allen, in 
Chicago, Dec. 1. Groom is specialty 
| organist at the Blackhawk cafe, Chi; 
bride is dancer. 

Ann Morriss to Edwin Marin, Dec. 
8 at Santa Barbara. Bride is a film 
actress; he’s a Metro director. 


BIRTHS | 


Mr. and Mrs. Mort Singer, 
son, in Hollywood Dec. 5 
in the production department at 
Universal and grandfather is mid- 
west chain theatre operator. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Wayne, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Dec. 3. Father is 
screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Trendler, son, 
| in Chicago, Dec. 4. Father is radio 

orchestra and choral director in Chi- 
| cago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Morris, daughter, 

in Hollywood, Dec. 7. Father is in 
| the shorts department at Metro. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Casey, son 
|in Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 
| stage player. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Robert Howard, son, 
| in Los Angeles, Dec. 7. Mother is 





wt. 
Father is 


Father is a 


Andrea Leeds, film actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert DeLeon, 
|daughter, in New York, Nov. 11. 
| Father is lyricist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Byrne, son, 
| Dec. 4, in New York. Father is engi- 
;neer at WOR, New York. 


a son, Dec. 2. Father is WJSV, 
| Washington, commentator. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Chandler, 
son, Dec. 9, in Los Angeles. Father 


is a screen actor. 


'tor, organist and writer of technical | 


Mr. and Mrs. John Charles Daly, | 





Bills Next Week 








Continued from page 48 
Orchard 





a 


| Joan Brandon 


Jimmy Gamble Ore |> Yoemenettes 
Jay Loring Sky-Vue 
Chuck Miller Robby Haddon Ore 
Pines lielen Young 
Bill Leftoy Ore Union Grill 
Tony Rozance Art Yagello 
Ray Englert Frank Natale 
Mike Ss 
Siete like andretto 
Villa Madrid 


Marty Schramm Or 
Ireda Lazear 


Yacht Club 


Etzi Covato Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Mark Lane 


{Nelson Maples Ore Roberta Costello 
Beverly Bennett Watkins Twins 
Winton & Diane Betty Nylander 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lillian Carmen 
Pierre & Rennee 
Gregory & Raymond 
6 Casinotes 
Leonard Keller 
(Motor Bar) 
Dick Rock 
Bowery 
Sally Rand Co (55) 
‘Star-Studded Rev’ 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Blue Lantern 
Don Francisco Co 
Alyce & Pierre 
La Comprasita 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Lee Walters Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Hai Bronson 
Ellen Kaye 
6 Vesters 
Eddie Bratton Ore 


Carlos & Chita 
Guy Gibby 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Inn 
Simps'’s Marionettes 
June Brooks 
Johnny Hale 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Palm Beach 
Bert Gilbert 
Renee & Ravelle 
6 Tip-Top Dane 
Michael Paige Ore 
Huck's Redford Ina 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 
Cappella & Beatrice 
Rex Weber 
Mary Jane Brown 
Lester Oman 
Carl Lee 
Danny Demetry Ore 
Royalettes 
Statier Hotel 
FE Madriguera Ore 


Ore 





Cole & Corte Patricia Gilmore 
Neville & Day George Negrette 
Ann Lee 
Don Andre Ore - Gan Diege 
i George VPresnell 

Hund's Al Alexander Ore 
3 Old Timers Zang & Todd 
Sun Valley Pansy & M'k-Maker 


Serenaders Phillip & Yvonne 


London Chop House Verne's 
Tonia Valenti Boyd Senter 
Ruby Ore leotia 

Morocco Harry Collet Ore 
Jay Jason Whittier Hotel 


Irene Kessler 
Will Henderson Ore 


(Gold Cup Room) 
Vocalions (4) 


Nebiclo's Wonder Bar 
Di Giovanni Sammy Dibert Ore 
Carmen 3 Lassies 
Alpine Village Hotel Sterling 
Cassell & Barrett Jimmy Van Osdell 


Ed Rickard 
Dorothy Frank line 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 


Quinteros 
Lester Chafetz 


Hotel Hollenden 


’ . Bob Hall 
Otte Faure Ore Oehman Twins 
College Inn Blake & Wambert 
Hy Baren Ore } Sloan & Gary 
r ‘ , , | Sorelli 
7 s i : 
Eddie, Sid & Va Sammy Watkins Or 
Freddie's Cafe Hotel Statler 
Art Lackey Ore Jose Morand Orc 
Al Schenck Camille De Montes 
Roy Raysor Catalina Rolon 


as CHenee Jack & Eddie's 
Gourmet Ciub 








| Rubertino, Roberts 
FE Robinson Orc Babe Sherman 
Bill Lockman Arlene Rice Ore 
FP ‘on lub 
Hotel Allerton a Conga ¢ 
Karen Torey Ramon Arias Ore 
or 4 
Louis Cina Lindsay’s Bar 
Jack Miko judy Preston 
. Pearl DelLucca 
Hotel Carter ste a 
Vereatilians Regal Club 
Bob Opitz |} Ducky Malvin Ore 


Hotel Cleveland | Thirty-Seven Club 


} Paul Pendarvis Ore | Pat Dennis 
} 5 Cunnineham Sis 
Hotel Fenway Hall Deiters 
|Gene Erwin Ore ‘3 Debs 





Chaplin 


Continued from page — 





to his native England for a visit as 
a psychological wartime hypo, and 
|one of these affirmative pro-Brit- 
ish moves, in the Americas, he feels 
| would be his trip to Brazil, where 
jhe has many friends and has been 
|socially invited to sojourn. 


Pit 
Mexico City, Dec. 10. 


Sensations resulting from violent 
manifestations of Nazi ire at the 
|anti-Nazi ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA), titled 
‘The Martyr’ in Mexico, which 


prompted the pic’s yanking when lit 


had shown but four days of its 
week’s booking at the de luxe Cine 
| Palacio Chino here, have given the 
pic biz something of the jitters. 

All first-run cinemas here have 
| nixed taking ‘Pastor.’ So have most 


of the circuits. The exhibitors fea! 
that they, too, will be victims of 
| stench bombing, rowdyism and othe! 
brutishness that broke loose at the 
Chino when pic was exhibited there 
There is also a dread that Hitlerites 
may bomb, without warning, any 
cinema that attempts to screen 
‘Pastor.’ The Chino received numer- 
ous telephonic warnings of bombing 
|} unless the pic was dropped. 

The Nazis’ wrath provoked by 
‘Pastor’ is making the trade wonder 
about presenting ‘The Dictator.’ Dis- 
| tributors and exhibitors had looked 
|forward to juicy biz with this 
| Chaplin pic. 














Leighton Noble set for two weeks 
of one-nighters in tri-state area 
|when he winds up 10-week stay at 
'Hote] William Penn's Chatterbox, 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 24 He'll be fol- 


}lowed there by Lang Thompson ork 
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sale of time ... Naturally, it is to 
the interest of the broadcasting 
companies to get as much for their 
time as possible, and it is to the 
interest of the agent for the talent 
to get as much for the talent as 
possible, and these two interests 
conflict directly.’ 
Concert Monopoly 

Gang further charges NBC 
CBS already have complete control 


and 


of the concert field in the United 
States, saying that ‘with rare ex- 
ceptions, at the present time un- 


known to the writer, every musician, 
singer and artist of concert stature 
must operate through the concert 
service of NBC or CBS.’ In regard 
to this, Gang referred the FCC to 
the petition for leave to participate 
in the hearing filed by the American 
Guild of Musical Artists in behalf of 
its members. 

On one hand Gang’s brief claims 


the networks control virtually all 
announcers via_ their sustaining 
guarantees and buildups; on the 


other, the brief states that while the 
artists’ bureau have contracts with 
rundreds of performers, ‘the number 
of actors engaged in rendering serv- 
ices in the radio industry is com- 
paratively small’ and that the num- 
ber of artists controlled by the ra- 
gio networks ‘is a large proportion’ 
of al] available radio talent. 

Gang charges the networks with 
inducing talent to sign management 
eontracts on ‘the promise, expressed 
er implied, that the broadcasting 
companies will use such artists on 
sustaining programs, thereby ‘build- 
ing up’ the artists in radio. Ability 
of the artists bureaus to give per- 
formers ‘minimum employment’ con- 
tracts is also cited as giving the net- 


works an unfair advantage over 
indie agents in ‘obtaining exclusive 
control over the destinies of such 
talent.’ 
Withhold Wires 
One of the brief's most serious 


charges is that the networks use 
their power of ‘withholding sustain- 


ing program lines to night clubs, 
dancehalls and like places if the op- 


erators of such places fail to pur- 
chase talent from the artists bureaus 
operated by the broadcasting 
panies.’ Also that: 

‘Prior knowledge of the sale of ad- 
vertising time by the broadcasting 
companies enables their artists bu- 
reaus to have the first opportunity 
and sometimes the only opportunity 


com- 


to sell talent to the commercial 
sponsor or its advertising agency.’ 
Gang also claims that the _ broad- 


casting companies use their control 
of time ‘to require prospective pur- 
chasers of time to purchase talent 
jrom the artists bureaus.’ 

Another angle, according to Gang. 
is that the networks use their prior 
knowledge of time sales to ‘put pres- 


sure on independent agents to di- 
vide commissions with the artists 
bureaus if the talent managed bv 
the independent agent is to be giv 
an opportunity’ to work on the p: 


gram Gang also claims that the 
broadcasting companies atten pted 
to use their economic power rr 

cently in negotiating a collective 
bargaining agreemen with the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 


ists in such a manner as to virtuallv 
out the indie agents. An- 

other accusation is that the networks 

tried to get 

Employment 


freeze 


a change in the N. Y 

Agency th: 
would be wholly beneficial to them- 
seives 


+ - " + . : ] 
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Gang has been in New Yor! 
Past several days preparing his brief 
and leaves for the Coast today 
(Wednesday ). . 


FCC Hears Artists’ Angle 
Washington, Dec. 10. 
Charges that networks use I 
economic strength to handicap _ in- 
lependent artists’ agents and ‘rival 
transcription ente-prises aroused 





lixra) " 

‘ively interest on the part of the 
vy C last week, giving a new twist 1 

the rag Ng argument over how far 
the reonl- wy ’ ; 

ne regulators can go under the leg 


islative 
interest, 


mandate to protect 
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concern about asserted restrictions 
and unfair advantages enjoyed in 
both talent booking and disc-making 
fields... Fly seemed to have been 
convinced by Martin Gang, speaking 
for unnamed Hollywood tenpercent- 
ers, and Waddill Catchings of Asso- 
ciated Muste Inc. 

The legal whether’ the 
Communications Act empowers the 
regulators to supervise or prohibit 
such —seems likely to de- 


-ublishers, 


issue- 


activities 


termine whether the FCC under- 
takes to prohibit chains from con- 
tinuing in the artists management 


field and to force them to allow any 


recording company to wax shows 
staged in their studios. Even regu- 


lators who doubt the statute is suf- 
ficiently broad to justify rules deal- 
ing with these matters seem to agree 
the webs have an edge which no 
competitor could ever enjoy. 
Fly Learns Toward 

The two leading chains were ac- 
cused of numerous unfair practices 
in the field and the 
complaints excited Fly, who was es- 
pecially curious about the webs’ 
rounds for limiting off-the-line re- 
cordings in cases where sponsors pay 
the bill. Catchings said both NBC 


transcription 


and CBS energetically try to ‘sup- | 


the use of discs, discriminate 
against rival makers, supply repro- 
ducing equipment ‘that distorts high- 
fidelity records,’ intimidate talent by 
warning that performers’ ‘standing’ 
will be hurt if they make waxed 
programs, engage in price-cutting by 
supplying their own platters at a 
loss, give away phonograph records, 
and arbitrarily withdraw time from 
transcribed programs booked by af- 
filiates. 

‘If we had the opportunity to get 
great programs and supply them to 
independent. stations, we'd break 
this monopoly of CBS and NBC in a 
very short time,’ Catchings predicted, 
speaking about the general domina- 
tion of the broadcasting business by 
the chains. 

Hennessey’s Reply 
Fly 


atchings’ 


press’ 


During rebuttal, 


and C 


threw both 
complaints 


Gang’s 


back at the NBC barristers. After 
P. H. Hennessey, Jr., declared the 


Commish has no concern with either 
talent or platters, Fly began demand- 
ing more detailed explanations why 
the chains went into artists manage- 
rnent and more convincing reasons 
for the limitations on recordings 
Hennessey, calling for help upon 
Judge-A. L. Ashby, the web general 
counsel, insisted that the waxers and 
agents ‘should go elsewhere’ for re- 
lief from whatever difficulty they 
claim to be suffering. Meaning, he 


J t ] ie Justice De- 


) 
a 

' . 

naicatea clearly, tl 


partment or the Federal Trade Com-‘ 


mission. 

If the FCC is going into the field of 
artist regulation, it should first ask 
Congress to provide a yardstick for 
the of the webs’ 


measuring fairness 


advised It’s 

reminded 
regulatol adding that radio uses 
$100,000,000 talent per 


Hennessev 


1 ‘stupendous field.’ he the 


years, gives its own 
the ag- 
raw pro- 
h was ad 


activities are 


NBC 
talent only 4° of 
outlay for 


\ : 
terial, the Comm 


im materia 


e annual 


the ar ncert 


than an 


am 
\ sed, and 
nothing 
sideline, 


more ‘interesting 


, 
Exclusives 
Exclusive contracts pu 


If the chains are in the 


zled FI 
managemen 


business onlv because they want to 
be sure of getting needed performer: 
why do thev tie up the talent so it 
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fron ider us.’ 
Assertions that NBC and CBS 


forbid performers to accept certain 


propositions and will not compete 
with each other in the concert field 
drew indignant denials from the 
NBC. barristers Hennessey main- 
tained that there is competition all 
uiong = the ne, with the artist 
bure S tri ly trying to get 
bookings for the performers whe! 
ever and wherever there 1S a ¢ cé 
to make a Si actory deal There 
is no ‘territorial arrangement’ re 
garding pubi:e performance he a 
ired Comn ioner Fred I. Thomp- 
son 

Monopoly charge n connectior 

1 d are equal] infounded 
the NBC spoke en isted He 

f et ot ¢ + + ‘" of the 


| Thesaurus sales are to stations not 
on the web, but acknowledged spon- 


| sors cannot get outsiders to wax 
studio programs aired by NBC. The 


latter restriction is thoroughly justi- 
fied, both Hennessey and Ashby 
argued, because of dangers of copy- 
right infringement, the chain’s ex- 
penditures for studios, effort put into 
readying and natural 
desire o help competitors. 
There is no obligation to permit 


thea P 

ine program, 
+ ¢ 

not ft 


a rival to run a wire into NBC's 
Own studios and enjoy the benefit 
of high quality equipment and long 
experience, Hennessey remarked. 
Ashby echoed that he doesn’t know 


any reason ‘why we should give 


_ 


‘ oul 
facilities to our competitors.’ 
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times before, and did seem incon- 
gruous in an opera broadcast. 
As to the opera itself, the Met 


having found tremendous public in- 
terest in Mozart, let go with both 
barrels on this performance, which 
vocally, was as fine as the company 
can put on. Two things may have 
slightly marred it for the listening 
audience. First, the long recitatives 
between arias may bore anyone un- 
familiar with the music, while wait- 
ing for the aria or duet, as the lack 
of the visible comedy on the stage 
leaves no compensation for the home 


listener. Secondly, through an im- 
provement in technique, every pos- 
sible sound is picked up, but this 
hurt, since the prompter at times 


was more audible than the cast, and | 


the fierce whispering to the sing- 
ers must have sounded startling to 
the unaware in the radio audience. 

As for the singers themselves, Ezio 


Pinza as Figaro, starred, with ‘Se 
voul ballare,’ ‘Non piu andai,’ and 


‘Aprite un po’gli occhi,’ being sung 
with the bass’s customary great 
volume of tone, and almost reckless 
abandon. The voice sounded a little 
dry. It is doubtful if there is an- 
other in the country who might dup- 
licate the dominant singing of the 
bass, however. 

One of the sopranos Jarmalia 
Novotna’s high clear soprano 

yunded the best on the air, and her 
delivery of ‘Neon so piu was 
excellent. The ‘Voi che sapete’ was 
more difficult for her, especially in 
the lower register, where she has a 
tendency to rumble. Elizabeth Reth- 
berg. starting her 18th season at the 


cOSa 


Met sang the Countess in the im- 
peccable style that makes her one 
of the great Mozart singers of the 
age. but the soprano’s voice showed 
signs of loss of breath, and neither 


‘Dove Sono’ nor ‘Porgi Amor,’ were 


up to the high standard she has led 
her public to expect. Her ‘letter 
duet’ with Licia Albanese came off 
best of all 

The latter singer did well up to 
the last act. when ‘Deh Vieni Non 
Tardar. her only aria, was poorly 
sung, in much too slow a tempo, 


and with an excessive use of porta- 
mento 
John Brownless, that dependable 
veteran, sang with his customary 
vigor as the Count, doing exception- 
well in his duet ‘Perche crudele’ 
Aibanese, the misfor- 
tune to crack on a ‘G’ at the end of 
ari Lesser parts were cap- 
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FOX, ST. LOUIS 


gloom that has settled on the payees, 
except for relatives 


and friends of 


the acts, is raised when Rader leads 
the boys through a Negro spiritual 
with the tooter u cutout of 
Negro heads as they sing. It is a 
novel slide number. 

Czec} refugee, 


e 

Jerry Bergman, ) 
works with magic; he topped 
bill. Probably because of his accent, 
Bergman refrains from any chatter 


this 


The Bank Sisters. sepia trio, har- 
monized on ‘Nobody's Baby,’ ‘Fairy- 
boat Serenade’ and, for an encore 
‘Honeysuckle Rose.’ Their accom- 


panist Julian Wright, knows what the 
piano is for. Kaye chose the next 
lot for himself and puts over ‘Prac 
tice Makes Perfect’ and a novelty 


number that also was o.k. Last act 
was Porky and His Rooters, a local 
1uillbilly outfit donned in garish 
colored shirts, sombreros, ete. Sec- 
sion ran 50 min 

Biz fair at show caught Sahu. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 7 
Bob Chester Orch (14), Betty 
Bradley, Bill Darnell; Frances Lang- 
ford and Jon Hall, Lorraine and 
Rognan, The Pitchman, Phil Brestoff 
House Orch: ‘Moon Over Burma’ 
(Par). 


This engagement for Bob Chester, 


| Who batted around Detroit, his home 


town, for years to the usual lack of 
full appreciation, comes as a per- 
sonal triumph. Now well up there, 
his first appearance on a Detroit 
stage comes in a show backed with 
plenty of mirth and song. 

It’s a packed show, running well 
over an hour, with plenty of laughs 
spread through the melody parade. 
And band is giving out plenty. 
Chester has grown in showmanship, 
and with Frances Langford working 
in front, registers sharply on both 
hot and sweet. 

Following house orch in ‘Beguine,’ 
band jives on with ‘Rhumboogie’ and 
takes a medley with ‘Only Forever.’ 
Chester lends a pleasant voice to 
‘Pushing the Conversation.’ Band's 


new canary, Betty Bradley. was 
well received in ‘Don’t Let It Get 
You Down.’ Comedy comes along 


nn 

build thi into a 
smart stage show, with the Pitchmen 
being plenty funny. With their 
seemingly endless assortment of prop 
instruments and sound simulations, 
they were given a long workout by 
the house, their hitch-hiker panto- 
mime and their series of band imi- 
tations, concluding with a military 
unit, being tops. 

Chester’s new 
Darnell, nicely 
Smile Again’ and 


wiftly to help 


Bill 


male voice, 
| AY , - 
Never 


baritones ‘I'll 
‘There I 


his gestures are those of a hypno- 
tized Golden Glover Zand = then 
tosses off ‘Octave Jump,’ chiefly 
brassy Mi 3radley retur: for 
‘Sunny Side of Strect,’ which bring 
down most of the band for a choru 

Lorraine and Rognan are_ sock 
Girl’s contortions, her general antic 
nd the pair’s ‘Merr Widow’ walt 
are sure laugh-gette 

Miss Langford, even wit a ( 
v big fillip he Ca t for 
show that had already scored he | 


She does ‘South American Way’ 
‘ATi oh#é ° ’ 


and ‘Night and Da before br ng 
husband Jon Hall o ) ea 
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D iy Hall conduct ( ectra. fe 
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to couple standard pops after which 
Red Johnson takes over. Vet club- 
and-hat juggler is know as Senor 
Vincento for this occasion, but by 
any other name he is still tops in his 


fie'd. and landed solidly. 

Tullah and Miv heat things up 
with a torrid cooch routine of a de- 
cided burlesque flavor, their ver- 
sion of Argentine costuming calling 
for leopard skir and a Fiji hair-do. 

comes Maldo, nifty Mexican 


Midway 


) r n 
rieieIan 


n. Plenty ; oth, he wows 
as usual with hi paper-tearing 
finale, producing a lace design of 
great beauty 

Judith Linden contributes her ver- 


ion of ‘Meet the People’s’ chi-chi 

castenanga after which Cully Rich- 
erds and deadpan tooge probe 
eround in the slimier field of humor 
for polite returns. 


Genuine ovation. greets the 


Nicholas Brothers (Tin Pan Alley’ 
and ‘Down Argentine Wav’), who 
have been here before. The sepia 
‘ 
t 


steppers come pretty close to Argen- 
tine with a new Brazilian song and 
over 100‘ Closing is Jove Can- 
no and his dancers (‘three boys, 
three girls), plenty snappy and thor- 
uthiv at home in Latin 
iv on for the finale, t 
r field day while the en- 
sernentines through a 


All in all, 


oet 


; rhuthme 
Every boc 

toms having 
tire company 
series of tropical twists. 
a sood trv. 

Stage is main drag this week. pie 
being light but helned by added 
vlugging of Mickey Mouse and ‘In- 
formation, Please’ with Anna Neagle. 
Opening nicht sot further hypo with 
preview of Miss Neagle’s ‘No No 
Nanette,’ with star among those pres- 
ent. Wern. 


TY) - 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


Freak stuff tops the newsreel bill 
this week. Remainder, except for 
some new shots by Paramount of life 
underground in England, is pretty 
much routine. Sequence from 
Britain shows how Londoners have 
taken a new tunnel and fitted it out 
with what meagre comforts are pos- 
sible—and they are plenty meagre. 
It’s a bleak picture, sure to win sym- 
pathy of Americans. Britons have 
slung blankets on wooden frames to 
give themeslves a certain amount 
of privacy and Par has obtained an 
amusing silhouette shot, with undere- 
lying grimness, of a woman disrob- 
ing in her crude salon. 

Best of the freak clips is from 
Universal. It’s of a midwestern hen 
which each morning toddles through 
a window and onto its owner’s 
kitchen table to lay the breakfast 
eggs. There’s an in-action closeup 
of the egg dropping from hen into 
pan held under the proper part of 
its anatomy. It just borders on an 
eyebrow raiser. Par has an amazing 
chicken, too. One that steps out of a 








pile of snow without blinking a tail 
feather. 

Par also comes through with a 
mildly amusing bit in which Gracie 
Allen is telling an admural and a 
flock of sailors how she would run 
the Navy. It’s hard to tell whether 
it's a p.a. stunt for Par, Burns and 
Allen, or the Navy Par also con- 
tribute test of “nev pee boat 

hich climbs over |] that get in its 
‘ and ht up n a beach or 
Vv ] irf 
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To All Users of Music, 


| Broadcasters, Sponsors, 
Advertising Agencies 








Reports have appeared in the press that the EDWARD B. 


MARKS MUSIC CORP. has made an agreement with BROADCAST 
MUSIC, INC., and the impression is given that this gives a license for 





the use of the musical works of our members. 





Notice is hereby given to all users of music of the provisions of 
the STANDARD UNIFORM POPULAR SONGWRITERS' CON- 
TRACT, which prevails between publishers and writers, as well as the 
: agreement made by publishers with the SONGWRITERS' PRO- 
| TECTIVE ASSOCIATICN. These agreements limit the disposition 


of rights and the making of licenses in bulk and also contain limita- 


eS eee 


tions requiring the consent of writers in the granting of various types 


of licenses. Furthermore, these limitations in the contract apply to 


all members of SONGWRITERS' PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION, | 
whether they are or are not members of the AMERICAN SOCIETY | 


OF COMPOSERS, AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS. 














Adherence to the provisions of these agreements will be in- 





sisted upon by the undersigned and any violation of the terms will 
leave the undersigned Association and its members no alternative 
but to take action necessary to protect their rights with a view to 


collecting damages and recapturing the songs. 
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SONGWRITERS' PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATICN., | 
By Irving Caesar, President. 
1250 Sixth Avenue, New York City. 
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